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Auditor  General’s  Office, 

Harrisburg,  Jan.  14lh,  1840. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  legislature,  approved 
the  2d  day  of  July,  183^,  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith,  a 
report  in  relation  to  the  accounts  for  the  repair  of  the  canal  between 
Huntingdon  and  Hollidaysburg,  during  the  summer  of  1838. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  respectfully. 

Your  obt.  servant, 

GEO  R.  ESPY. 
Auditor  General* 

Hon.  William  T.  Rogers, 

* 

Speaker  of  the  Senate* 


REPORT  &c. 


’To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represen  atives  of  the  Commonwealth 

of  Pennsylvania 

Gentlemen  : — By  a  resolution  of  the  legislature  approved  the  2d 
day  of  July,  1839,  it  is  made  the  duty  of  the  Auditor  General  to 
ascertain  the  amount  of  money  “fairly  expended”  for  the  repairs 
of  the  Juniata  canal  between  Huntingdon  and  Hollidaysburg  during 
the  summer  of  1838,  so  far  as  it  had  been  done  by  money  loaned 
by  the  late  executive  on  credit  of  the  state,  without  law,  and  to  draw 
his  warrant  for  the  amount  so  found  in  favor  of  the  United  States 
Bank  and  the  Harrisburg  Bank,  and  to  make  report  of  his  proceed¬ 
ings  to  the  legislature. 

Immediately  after  the  approval  of  the  resolution,  the  accounts  of 
the  disbursing  officers,  as  rendered  to  the  accountant  department  by 
James  Steel,  Esq.  were  taken  up  with  a  view  of  complying  with  the 
requisitions  of  the  legislature.  It  was  then  discovered  that  Mr. 
Steel  asked  a  credit  for  $336,216  46,  while  he  had  not  returned 
receipts  in  his  own  name  for  more  than  half  that  amount,  the  re¬ 
mainder  being  in  the  names  of  different  individuals,  his  name  not 
appearing  on  the  vouchers,  which,  together  with  the  loose  and  singu¬ 
lar  manner  in  which  the  accounts  were  generally  kept,  the  discre¬ 
pancy  between  the  amount  of  credit  asked,  and  the  message  of  the 
late  executive  as  recognized  by  the  legislature  in  two  successive 
acts  rendered  it  essentially  necessary  for  the  accountant  officers 
to  have  further  evidence  to  enable  them  to  understand  the  accounts 
submitted  to  them  for  settlement.  Trusting  that  Mr.  Steel  would 
have  it  in  his  power  to  elucidate,  satisfactorily,  the  accounts  for  which 
he  asked  credit  of  the  commonwealth,  I  addressed  him  by  letter, 
with  information,  that  I  would  be  at  Huntingdon  on  the  19th  of  July, 
for  the  purpose  of  procuring  such  evidence  as  could  be  had  explana¬ 
tory  of  the  subject,  and  requesting  his  assistance  in  the  investigation. 
In  accordance  with  this  arrangement,  I  repaired  to  that  place  on  the 
clay  named,  and  after  seeing  Mr.  Steel,  fixed  Water  Street  as  the 
place,  and  the  24th  of  July  as  the  time  to  receive  testimony  and  such 
evidence  as  could  be  procured  relative  to  all  the  facts  touching  the 
expenditure  of  money,  for  wdiieh  remuneration  was  asked  from  the 
commonwealth. 

Mr.  Steel,  at  first  appeared  at  the  investigation  in  Water  Street, 
and  I  flattered  myself,  that  with  his  assistance,  uniting  to  his  legal 
knowledge  the  character  of  a  good  accountant,  to  be  enabled  to  com¬ 
ply  at  an  early  period  with  the  requisitions  of  the  legislature  in  all 


iis  parts.  Soon  after  the  commencement  of  the  investigation  th^ 
testimony  tending  strongly  to  impeach  the  legality  of  the  accounts 
and  vouchers  as  rendered.  Mr.  Steel  gave  notice,  through  his  counsel 
Mr.  Bell,  that  he  could  take  no  pan  in  the  investigation — that  he 
discharged  his  duty,  as  an  officer,  when  he  paid  the  money  placed 
in  his  hands  by  the  late  executi'^e,  to  persons  producing  papers  pur¬ 
porting  to  be  vouchers  for  labor  performed  on  the  ‘  break”  without 
regard  to  the  fact  of  their  correctness,  and  produced  a  letter  signed 
“  Thaddeus  Stevens,”  the  then  president  of  the  board  of  «^anal  com¬ 
missioners  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  that  fact.  Mr.  Steel’s  re¬ 
fusal  to  assist  or  take  any  part  in  the  investigation  ©f  the  accounts 
rendered  by  himself,  led  to  much  difficulty  during  the  progress  of 
the  investigation. 

An  impression  got  abroad,  that  the  object  of  the  inquiry  was  to 
compel  the  men,  w'ho  had  been  engaged  on  the  public  works,  to 
refund  or  pay  back  to  the  state  what  they  receipted  for  more  than 
they  had  actually  received.  This  being  a  large  sum  in  the  gross, 
many  gave  testimony  with  much  apparent  reluctance.  The  difficul¬ 
ty  was  still  farther  increased  by  the  county  officers,  who  feeling  it  to 
be  their  duty,  caused  a  few  individuals  to  be  arrested,  who  were  be^ 
lieved  from  the  testimony  to  have  fraudulently  obtained,  or  got  on 
false  vouchers,  the  public  funds.  More  effectually  to  secure  the  de¬ 
sign  of  the  legislature,  1  invited  to  ray  assistance  the  Attorney  Ge¬ 
neral,  and  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  his  other  duties  deprived  tlie  state 
of  his  legal  abilities  and  experience  in  a  matter  in  which  she  was  so 
deeply  interested-  I  was  thus  left  to  ascertain  the  facts  in  relation 
to  the  accounts,  without  the  prospect  of  finding  a  single  witness  con¬ 
versant  with  the  transaction,  who  would  not  believe  to  a  greater  or 
less  degree  that  he  had  a  personal  or  pecuniary  interest  involved. 
As  the  investigation  progressed  this  prejudice  partially  subsided, 
finally  enabling  me  to  elicit  such  facts,  as  utterly  to  dispel  all  hope 
of  a  speedy  leimination.  Mr.  S  eel  having  declared  his  intention  to 
withdraw  from  the  investigation,  and  it  being  in  testimony  that  the 
original  time  books  as  kept  by  the  Foremen  or  bosses  were  not  re¬ 
turned  :  a  wiitien  notice  was  served  on  him,  to  produce  them,  with 
this  requision  he  never  complied,  subsequently  he  staled  he  had  them 
not  in  his  possession. 

As  the  resolution  directing  the  Auditor  General  to  settle  the  ac¬ 
counts  declares  that  “  He  shall  audit  and  settle  the  accounts  aforesaid 
upon  the  same  principles,  ;.nd  in  the  same  manner,  as  the  accounts 
for  the  repairs  and  construction  of  the  canal  are  settled, and  according 
to  the  mode  prescribed  by  th  5  existing  laws.”  It  becomes  necessary 
for  the  better  understanding  of  the  testimony  and  this  report,  to  give  a 
brief  description  of  the  manner  of  keeping  and  settling  the  accounts 
on  the  pub  ic  works. 

Fvery  person  engaged  in  the  service  of  the  state  other  than  salary 
offices,  are  required  to  have  testimony  of  the  time  they  were  actually 
employed.  Some  are  permitted  to  prove  their  own  time,  such  as 
Assistant  Engineers,  &c.  Superintendents  *of  canal  have  charge  of 
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new  work  and  disburse  money  only  upon  estimates  of  the  Engineer, 
the  work  being  all  done  by  contract.  On  finished  lines  the  work 
being  generally  too  light  at  any  given  point  to  contract  with  advantage, 
led  to  the  appointment  ol  a  new  set  of  disbursing  officers,  with  power 
to  have  the  work  done  either  by  contract  or  by  the  day.  f'hese 
officers  are  called  supervisors  and  give  bond  in  like  manner  with 
superintendsnts,  to  the  state,  for  the  faithful  disbursement  of  alimonies 
placed  in  their  hands  As  disbursing  officers  they  are  prohibited 
from  keeping  the  time  of  the  hands.  When  work  is  done  by  the 
day  they  are  required  to  select  a  hand  as  time  keeper,  or  foreman, 
whose  duty  it  is  to  keep  the  time  of  the  hands  on  a  paper  called  a 
check  roll,  blanks  of  which  are  furnished  by  the  state.  To  each  of 
these  check  roils,  he  makes  deposition,  stating  in  words  written  at 
length,  the  whole  number  of  days  for  which  the  supervisor  is  entitled 
to  credit  from  the  state.  For  this  service  the  foreman  generally  re¬ 
ceives  a  small  additional  compensation,  and  is  prohibited  from  keep¬ 
ing  a  boarding  house  for  the  hands,  purchasing  tools,  materials  or 
other  property  for  the  state  or  settling  her  accounts.  The  check 
rolls  so  made  and  attested  are  delivered  to  the  Supervisor,  whose  duty 
it  is,  if  he  believe  after  a  careful  examination  the  accounts  so  rendered 
to  be  just,  to  pay  each  individual  personally,  taking  their  receipts 
upon  the  check  roll. 

This  system  renders  it  difficult  to  commit  fraud  without  a  combina¬ 
tion  W'hich  could  be  easily  practised,  and  with  but  little  chance  of 
detection,  were  supervisors  peimitted  to  keep  the  time,  or  foremen  to 
pay  the  hands.  When  mate  ials,  such  as  lumber,  iron,  tools,  &c. 
are  required  they  are  purchased  by  the  supervisor,  for  which  a  bill  is 
rendered,  including  avery  item  and  to  the  accuracy  thereof  evidence  is 
required.  In  some  instances  when  the  amounts  are  small,  and  the 
articles  of  the  ordinary  kind,  the  certificate  of  the  supervisor  that  the 
account  as  stated  is  just  and  true  and  had  for  the  use  of  the  common¬ 
wealth,  has  been  admitted  as  sufficient. 

Bills  and  check  rolls  constitute  the  main  part  of  the  accounts  in  this 
case,  and  aie  the  only  kind  necessary  to  mention  at  present.  When 
an  account  is  left  with  the  Auditor  General  for  settlement  and  an  error 
is  detected,  or  an  omission  of  one  of  the  requisitions  above  mention' 
ed,  it  is  suspended  until  the  disbursing  officer  makes  the  necessary 
correction,  or  produces  satisfactory  evidence  of  the  correctness  of  the 
account  and  the  impossibility  of  complying  with  the  usual  requisition. 

The  system  introduced  by  those  having  charge  of  the  work  during 
the  repairs  on  the  Juniata  line  in  1838 — in  keeping  accounts— -time  of 
hands — and  disbursement  of  money  is  well  calculated  to  defy  satis¬ 
factory  investigation.  One  set  of  men  kept  the  time  of  hands  and 
teams— -and  as  a  general  rule  a  different  name  was  inserted  on  the 
check  rolls  returned  by  foremen  or  legal  time  keepers — who,  so  far  as 
could  be  ascertained  were  in  many  instances  unacquainted  with  the 
facts,  being  often  absent  from  the  work,  and  sometimes  never  having 
seen  the  check  rolls,  until  presented  them  for  their  deposition  and 
signature. 
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The  first  payment  on  the  line  was  made  by  Mt.  ^5teel  in  persoJij 
who  subsequently  was  content  by  merely  cashing  such  vouchers  as 
were  presented  him,  purporting  to  be  for  expenditures  on  the  “break,” 
or  what  was  perhaps  still  more  common,  by  advancing  money  to 
supervisors,  foremen,  clerks  and  others  who  were  entrusted  with  the 
settlement  of  the  accounts,  the  payment  of  the  hands,  and  bills,  for 
which  they  received  a  credit  from  Mr.  Steel.  This  system  placed  the 
greater  part  of  the  entire  expenditure  under  the  immeiHate  control  of 
a  great  number  of  persons,  not  «>ne  of  whom  was  or  cofuld  be  recog¬ 
nized  by  the  state  as  a  disbursing  officer,  as  they  had  neither  given 
bond  to  or  received  money  from  the  commonwealth,  nor  taken  an 
oath  of  office  and  therefore  could  not  be  recognized  as  officially  res¬ 
ponsible  to  this  department,  in  conformity  with  the  resolution  under 
which  the  investigation  i«  made. 

A  new  and  extraordinary  system  ol  furnishing  provision  and  board¬ 
ing  hands  was  also  introduced.  The  provision  was  all  paid  for  and 
returned  by  bill,  and  yet  the  hands  were  required  to  receipt  upon  the 
check  rolls  for  thirty  cents  per  day  more  than  they  actually  received; 
and  as  this  was  not  universal,  some  men  having  their  families  on  or 
near  the  line,  and  boarding  themselves,  it  is  beyond  the  reach  of  in¬ 
genuity  to  ascertain  the  correctness  of  the  vouchers.  By  this  system 
two  accounts  have  been  rendered  for  the  same  thing,  one  by  bill  the 
other  by  check  roll.  The  number  of  days  for  which  credit  is  asked 
is  142,2141  which  multiplied  by  thirty  (the  amount  deducted  from 
boarder’s  daily  wages)  makes  $42,664  41  r].  To  balance  this  Mr.  Steel 
in  a  settlement  and  statement  of  an  account  made  by  the  late  Auditor 
General  and  balance  struck. as  left  w^ith  me  and  explained  by  that  officer, 
charges  himself  with  $22,387  91,  leaving  a  balance  of  $20,276  58, 
unaccounted  for.  To  this  account  should  be  added,  the  provision 
sold  from  the  public  shantees  to  persons  who  boarded  themselves,  or 
any  portion  of  the  hands,  blacksmith’s  bills,  horse  feed  retained  off 
teamster’s  bills,  sale  of  lumber,  and  other  state  property,  pay  for  the 
time  hands  and  teams  were  hired  to  farmers,  iron  masters  and  others, 
the  bills  charged  for  boarding  in  addition  to  the  check  rolls  when 
men  were  on  the  work,  and  the  tavern  bills  and  other  expenses  of 
those  absent  from  the  work  as  charged  by  bill.  For  this  deficiency 
Mr.  Steel  assigned  no  reason,  other  than  the  allegation  that  the  sev¬ 
eral  supervisors  and  others  appointed  by  him  to  pay  the  hands,  did 
not  return  more.  He  rendered  no  book  or  satisfactory  account  of 
this  item.  According  to  his  representation  a  part  of  those  employed 
to  disburse  the  money,  were  permitted  to  return  their  accounts  to  him 
on  a  slip  of  paper  with  figures  only  for  the  gross  amount,  and  a  part 
verbally ;  the  names  of  the  persons  from  whom  it  was  retained  not 
being  returned  in  either  case.  In  this  item  Mr.  Steel’s  testimony 
does  not  agree  with  his  account  as  filed  in  the  Auditor  General’s  of¬ 
fice, nor  his  account  current  made  out  by  himself.  His  testimony  makes 
the  amount  received  for  boarding  $949  69  more  than  accounted  for  in 
his  statement  returned  The  department  of  “  commissary  general  of 
supplies”  as  it  was  called,is  still  if  possible  more  difficut  to  understand. 
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In  this  department  a  number  of  persons  were  employed  as  principals 
or  agents,  and  as  many  of  the  bills  were  made  out  in  the  name  of  the 
purchaser,  who  in  many  instances  cannot  now  recoHeci  of  whom  they 
made  the  purchase,  it  was  found  utterly  impossible  to  follow  up  the 
claim  or  judge  of  the  correctness  of  the  voucher.  David  \l‘Murtrie, 
Jr.  who  was  appointed  to  take  charge  of  this  branch,  says  that  Mr. 
Penny  packer  one  of  the  canal  commissioners  authorized  him  to  keep 
the  account  and  bills  in  this  way.  To  the  correctness  of  many  of 
these  bills,  Mr.  M‘Mnrtrie  is  the  only  person  that  certifies. 

Neither  Messrs.  Steel  nor  M’Murti re  acted  under  the  obligation  of 
an  official  oath  heretofore  considered  requisite  with  disbursing  officers 
on  the  public  works.  How  far  Mr.  Steel  can  be  sustained  in  his 
conclusion  of  the  correctness  and  validity  of  the  vouchers  lifted  and 
returned  by  him  is  a  question  which  can  only  be  determined  by  the 
legislature.  That  there  is  an  error  in  the  accounts  filed,  appears  from 
the  faofc  of  the  papers:  nor  does  it  require  any  other  testimony  to 
establish  the  fact-  I3y  adding  the  entire  amount  of  the  subsistence 
account  together  as  returned  by  bill,  each  individual  for  whom  credit 
is  asked,  including  men,  women  and  boys,  are  made  to  use  four  and  a 
half  pounds  daily,  or  more  than  twice  the  weight  used  by  the  United 
States  array. 

If  the  number  of  days  represented  by 'the  twenty  thousand  dollars 
retained  by  Vlr.  Steel  be  deducted, ^each  person  left  on  the  line  would 
have  to  eat  and  drink  more  than  eight  pounds  daily  to  consume  the 
entire  amount  for  which  charge  is  made.  As  some  of  those  entrusted 
with  the  disbursement  and  final  disposition  of  the  public  property,  or 
properly  purchased  wdth  the  money  had  from  the  Executive  and  the 
Banks,  still  have  a  large  amount  in  their  hands  not  “fairly  expended” 
for  the  use  of  the  commonwealth,  it  might  be  a  question  how  far  the 
resolution  would  warrant  the  payment  t©  the  banks  of  money  still  in 
their  possession.  It  is  found  upon  examination  of  the  accounts  as 
rendered  by  himself  and  settled  by  the  late  Auditor  General,  that  there 
still  is  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Steel  ^5,921  45 

To  this  must  be  added  949  69 

Received  by  him  for  boarding,  and  not  returned  in  his 
account : 

John  Whitaker,  sold  state  property  to  the  amount  of  252  I3| 

To  which  may  be  added  the  amount  received  by  him 

from  the  Governor  1,000  00 

Nicholas  Hewit  has  according  to  the  testimony,  a  large  amount  in 
his  hands  for  w'hich  he  refuses  to  give  an  account-  He  sold  all  the 
property  on  the  line  after  the  work  ceased,  exeept  the  252  13.j  sold 
by  Mr.  Whittaker-  'fhe  tools,  and  kitchen  or  shantee  furniture  cost 
$9,219  38.  The  sale  made  by  Mr.  Whittaker  deducted  from  this 
leaves  $8,967  24  ,*  makinff  in  all  in  the  hands  of  three  men 
$17,090  52-  In  this  calculation  I  have  probably  marked  the  pro¬ 
perty  higher  than  Mr.  Hewit  sold  it  for  or  worth  to  him  if  retained  ; 
yet  as  he  has  possession  of  the  only  evidence  of  the  amount  in  his 
hands,  which  he  possitively  refused  to  render— it  will  become  neces- 


sary  to  charge  the  entire  amount  found,  leaving  it  to  him  to  show  thr 
fact-  In  addition  to  the  above  sales  of  light  or  movable  ariicles,  Mr. 
He  wit  sold  a  large  amount  of  property  along  the  line,  such  as  lumber, 
shantees.  boats  &c.  of  which  without  his  aid  no  accurate  amount 
could  be  had  The  above  may  not  be  ail  the  money  in  the  hands  of 
the  numerous  individuals  engaged  in  the  disbursement  of  money  on 
that  line,  yet  it  will  be  sufficient  to  call  the  attention  of  the  legislature 
to  the  subject- 

Another  extraordinary  fact  that  presents  itself  to  the  inquirer  is 
the  discrepancy  between  the  message  of  the  Executive  in  relation  to 
this  matter  and  the  testimony  of  the  disbursing  officer.  Governor 
Kitner  says  in  his  message  “I'he  whole  work  will  cost  when  com¬ 
pleted,  three  hundred  and  eighty  thousand  dollars —of  which  three 
hundred  and  thirty  thousand  dollars  have  been  or  will  be  received 
from  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  fifty  thousand  dollars  from 
the  Harrisburg  Bank.^’ 

At  a  subsequent  examination  Mr.  Steel  stated  that  he  received 
from  the  Banks  only  $301, 75t)  and  $14,000  from  the  Governor; 
making  in  all  $315,75*'.  It  appears  that  the  Governor  gave  to  Alex¬ 
ander  M’Connell  $3  OOtf,  and  to  lohn  Whitaker  $1,000  ;  but  as 
ther«  is  n evidence  that  the  two  latter  sums  have  been  expended  on 
the  break  they  cannot  be  added  to  the  first  two,  and  is  supposed  to  be 
in  the  hands  of  those  two  gentlemen — at  the  disposal  of  the  late  Ex¬ 
ecutive -the  banks — the  commonwealth,  or  any  one  having  achcin 
to  it,  at  least  so  far  as  VI r.  Whitaker  is  concerned,  according  to  his 
own  declar:  .tion.  If  these  $4,00o  belong  to  the  commonwealth,  it 
will  make  the  whole  amount  had  from  the  B  nks  and  the  Governor 
$319,750  ;  the  entire  amount  believed  to  have  been  had  by  every  and 
all  persons  engaged  on  that  line  of  Canal,  during  the  “break.” 

Whetlier  the  excitement  of  the  times  had  confused  the  Governor’s 
recollection,  or  the  message  had  been  written  prior  to  a  knowledge 
of  all  the  facts,  now  remains  problematical.  One  of  the  evils  that 
has  arisen  from  the  misapprehension  of  the  Governor,  is  the  fact,  that 
his  message  led  the  legislature  to  authorise  a  loan  for  a  much  larger 
amount  than  it  appears  will  be  necessary  to  pay  the  banks ;  thus 
subjecting  the  state  to  unuecessary  interest. 

The  above  facts  being  in  testimony,  a  statement  in  writing  was 
sent  to  Mr.  Steel,  informing  him  of  the  nature  of  the  testimony  and 
the  difficulty  of  settling  the  accounts  without  further  evidence,  and 
again  inviting  him  to  my  assistance  in  the  settlement  thereof,  leaving 
it  to  him  to  fix  such  time  as  would  best  suit  his  convenience.  4’o 
this  proprosition  I  received  no  reply 

All  hopes  were  now  abandoned  of  being  enabled  to  comply  with 
all  the  requisions  of  the  legislature,  embraced  in  the  resolution. 

As  it  was  an  object  to  arrest  the  interest  at  as  early  a  period  as 
possible,  it  became  a  question  how  far  I  would  be  warranted  in  ap¬ 
plying  the  money  loaned  for  that  purpose  to  the  payment  of  the  banks 
specifed  jn  the  resolution.  For  the  purpose  ©f  ascertaining  from  the 
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legal  aiiihoriiy  the  extern  of  the  powers  delegated,  I  addressed  a  letter 
to  the  Attorney  General,  to  which  1  received  the  following  reply  : 

Attohn  y  Gkneral’s  Office, 

Harrisburg,  Sept.  18,  lw39. 

Geo.  R.  Espy  E^(l :  Audit  r  General. —  Sir:  1  had  the  honor  to 
receive  your  letter  dated  yesterday  requesting  niy  “official  opinion 
in  writing”  upon  the  eonsiruction  of  the  “  resolution,  relative  to 
the  monies  borrowed  to  rejiair  the  breach  in  the  Juniata  division  of 
the  i'ennsvlvania  canal”  approved  the  second  day  of  July,  1839,  as 
to  whether  in  case  the  accounts  mentioned  in  >aid  resolution  cannot 
be  audited,  and  settled  according  to  the  provisions  and  requisitions  of 
the  same,  on  account  of  their  informality,  incorrectness,  or  other¬ 
wise,  you  would  be  justified  in  drawing  a  warrant  in  favour  of  the 
banks  therein  mentioned,  for  a  part  or  the  whole  of  the  amount 
stated  in  said  resolution. 

It  is  not  so  easy  as  at  first  glance  might  be  imagined  to  ascertain 
the  true  sense  of  the  foregoing  resolution.  If  it  was  the  intention  of 
the  legislature  to  confine  the  investigation  of  the  Auditor  General, 
strictly  to  the  “accounts  and  vouchers”  produced,  then  it  is  very 
clear  that  if  none  of  thim  can  be  allowed  and  setUed,  on  account  of  in- 
formalties,  inaccuracies  or  other  causes  no  warrants  for  any  part  of 
the  sum  mentioned  could  be  drawn  by  you.  In  that  view  of  the 
subject  the  accounts  and  vouchers  are  the  only  evidence  that  any 
money  whatever  has  been  “  fairly  expended,”  and  if  they  fail  of  ob¬ 
taining  allowance  the  only  evidence  of  the  fact  of  expenditure  on 
which  you  are  authorized  to  act  fails,  and  of  course  no  warrants 
ought  to  be  drawn.  The  whole  subject  stands  as  it  did  before  the 
passage 'of  the  n  solution- 

But  the  legislature  proceed  to  say  that  you  as  Auditor  General  shall 
draw  your  warrants  in  favour  of  the  .two  banks  named  for  such 
sums  as  you  shall  “  find  to  have  been  fairly  expended  in  repair¬ 
ing  said  breach,”  and  if  you  shall  not  find  a  sum  equal  to  $-380,i>00 
the  amount  borrowed  from  said  banks  to  have  been  fairly  ex* 
pended  then  the  payments  to  be  made  to  said  banks  shall  he  pro  rata. 
It  would  seem  from  these  provisions  that  the  legislature  did  not  in¬ 
tend  to  confine  your  inquiries  to  the  accounts  and  vouchers  produc¬ 
ed,  but  that  you  might  “  find  what  sums  had  been  fairly  expended” 
by  other  means  and  when  so  found  should  draw  your  warrant  for  the 
same. 

It  is  to  be  remarked  that  if  the  accounts  and  vouchers  Lre  not  such 
as  are  recognized  by  law,  no  presumption  can  arise  in  favour  of  the 
correctness  of  any  item  therein  contained  and  the  whole  must  be  re¬ 
garded  as  void.  You  will  then  turn  your  attention  toother  proof  of 
what  amount  of  money  has  been  “  fairly  expended”  and  if  none 
such  exists,  or  has  been  submitted  to  you,  I  know  not  on  what 
principle  you  can  make  anj  presumption  on  the  subject.  I  think  it 
ii  your  duty  to  hear  whatever  proof  is  offered  at  a  proper  time,  in  a 


H 

proper  manner  by  the  banks  or  accounting  ofticers  concerned,  show*' 
ing  the  amount  fairly  expended  in  making  said  repairs,  but  umil 
the  production  of  this  evidence  yon  cannot  possibly  ascertaii  the 
amount  “  fairly  expended  in  repairing  said  breach,”  nor  draw  your 
warrant  for  the  same.  If  would  seem  to  be  left  to  your  discretion  to 
procure  or  hear  the  evidence  independent  of  the  accounts  and  vouch¬ 
ers — m  such  manner  as  you  may  deem  fit. 

Yours  with  respect, 

OVID  F.  JOHNSON, 

Attorney  General. 

As  this  opinion  clearly  denies  the  right  to  draw  for  any  portion  of 
the  money  prior  to  the  finding  of  the  particular  items  of  expendi¬ 
ture  to  which  it  was  to  be  applie  ,  I  was  compelled  to  adopt  the  only 
alternative,  that  of  referring  the  whole  subject  again  to  the  legislature. 

When  the  investigation  commenced,  no  doubt  was  entertained  of 
a  speedy  compliance  with  the  wish  of  the  legislature,  and  it  is  with 
feelings  of  deep  reg  et  I  am  compelled  to  refer  it  again  to  that  tri¬ 
bunal.  Committees  from  each  house  having  had  the  subject  under 
consideration  for  more  than  four  months  without  being  able  to  arrive 
at  any  satisfactory  conclusion,  was  an  additional  reason  to  me  why 
nothing  should  be  left  to  chance,  or  the  accounts  passed  on  without 
a  full  and  clear  understanding  of  the  same.  The  inference  would 
seem  to  be  that  the  committees  at  least  suspected,  what  has  since 
been  partially  substantiated  by  evidence,  and  which  renders  the 
vouchers  of  little  or  no  use  in  the  final  settlement  of  their  accounts. 
Not  one  fact  can  be  clearly  proved  from  the  papers  as  rendered,  rela¬ 
tive  to  the  correctness  of  the  accounts,  unless  it  be  in  tliose  for  the 
pay  of  officers  engaged  on  the  work,  and  many  of  them  are  uncer¬ 
tain,  if  a  strict  compliance  with  rule  is  adhered  to,  as  the  resolution 
only  recognizes  those  who  have  been  provided  for  by  law  or  custom. 

If  the  legislature  should  come  to  the  conclusion  that  the  vouchers, 
as  filed  in  the  Auditor  General’s  office,  cannot  be  admitted  as  good 
evidence  of  the  amount  of  money  fairly  expended,”  for  the  nse  of 
Ihe  commonwealth  on  that  breach,  a  serious  question  will  be  pre¬ 
sented — in  what  way  can  that  fact  be  now  ascertained  ?  With  due 
deference  f  would  beg  leave  to  suggest  the  appointment  of  one  or 
more  practical  engineers,  with  power  to  examine  witnesses,  and  di¬ 
rections  to  measure  the  v/ork.  with  a  view  to  the  cost  of  repairs,  in 
accordance  with  the  best  evidence  in  relation  to  the  extent  of  the 
damages  at  the  different  points  on  the  line,  making  liberal  allowance 
for  the  nature,  time  and  manner  of  the  work,  and  to  make  report  of 
such  examination,  and  estimate  to  the  legislature,  v/hich  after  deduct¬ 
ing  the  amount  unpaid  can  be  awarded  to  the  banks,  or  so  much 
thereof  as  may  be  necessary  to  pay  them.  The  extent  of  the  breach 
can  be  pretty  clearly  ascertained.  I  am  informed  that  a  number  of 
experienced  and  practical  men  examined  the  entire  line,  immediately 
after  the  break  occurred,  some  of  whom  yet  have  their  notes  and 
cajqulationsdaken  at  that  time,  with  a  view  to  ascertain  the  extent  of 


injury  and  the  cost  of  repairs.  It  is  due  to  many  persons,  residing 
near  that  line  »o  state,  th^l  a  larire  amount  still  remains  unpaid.  No 
part  of  the  expenses  of  the  month  of  it^cemher  has  been  paid  and 
many  older  accounts  are  still  ontsianding  The  testimony  was  first 
written  out  as  delivered,  and  afterwards  carefully  read  over  to  the 
witness  who  made  such  alterations  or  corrections  as  he  lhouj;ht 
proper,  previous  to  affixing  his  signature,  exce[)ting  in  two  or  three 
instances  where  the  lestimonv  is  not  siffued,  the  witnesses  having 
left  vvithout  my  knowledge  or  before  the  testimony  was  concluded, 
to  the  accuracy  of  which  the  clerk  can  testify- 

Having  carefully  re-examined  the  testimony  herewith  submitted, 
in  connexion  with  the  acc  »unis  as  filed  in  the  Auditor  General’s 
office  I  submit  the  following  ai.ditional  reasons  why  the  accounts  are 
suspended. 

1.  Because  time  is  charged  for  work  which  was  not  performed. 

2.  Because  teams  are  charged  in  the  names  of  persons  who  had 
no  teams  on  the  work  and  in  some  instances  the  amount  of  which 
is  receipted  without  the  knowledge  or  consent  oT  the  person  in  whose 
name  the  account  was  kept. 

3.  Because  teams  were  charged  at  full  and  high  prices,  and  the 
drivers  time  charged  in  a  separate  account. 

4-  Because  foremen  were  partners  in  teams,  one  keeping  time 
principally  by  bill,  the  other  by  check  roll,  oftentimes  not  in  the 
owner’s  name. 

5.  Because  public  teams  and  hands  were  freely  devoted  to  the  use 
of  private  individuals  and  political  partizaiis,  their  time  being  con¬ 
tinued  on  the  check  roll. 

6.  Because  a  large  amount  of  money  is  charged  for  getting  on 
hands — while  others  were  discharged  for  opinion’s  sake. 

7.  Because  unproper  time  was  added  to  the  check  rolls  at  the  will 
of  those  having  charge  to  cover  the  expense  of  bringing  hands  from 
a  distance,  and  a  large  amount  returned  by  bill  for  the  same  thing, 
rendering  it  impossible  to  ascertain  what  amount  has  been  charged 
for  this  item,  or  w'hat  number  of  days  work  ought  to  be  deducted. 

8.  Because,  time  is  continued  for  hands  and  teams  after  they  had 
left  the  work. 

9.  Because,  articles  never  purchased  for,  or  used  on  the  work  are 
charged  in  the  account 

10.  Because,  many  persons  were  induced  to  receipt  for  money 
which  they  never  received,  and  to  which  they  had  no  claims. 

11.  Because,  bribery  was  attempted  for  the  purpose  of  procuring 
the  public  funds. 

12.  Because  public  property  was  converted  to  private  use 

13.  Because,  lumber  and  other  articles  were  purchased  to  oe  de¬ 
livered  on  the  line  at  a  given  place  and  fixed  price  as  rendered  per 
bill,  and  the  contractor  permitted  to  charge  the  commonwealth  with 
the  daily  pay  of  the  teams  enapio'  ed  to  deliver  it,  and  at  least  in  one 
instance,  two  dollars  per  day  was  charged  more  than  the  teamster  re- 
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c«ived,  notwithstanding  they  were  principally  paid  out  of  the  con* 
tractor’s  store. 

14-  Because  foremen  and  other  hands  bought  materials  provisions 
and  tools,  settled  accounts,  sold  propeity  orconver-ed  it  to  their  own 
use,  and  had  control  of  the  boarding  houses. 

15.  Because  horse  feed  is  charged  to  the  commonwe  dih  in  addi¬ 
tion  to  full  pay  for  time. 

16  Because,  officers  and  hands  received  pay,  and  had  expenses 
paid  while  travelling  in  different  parts  of  the  state,  vicinity  ol  the 
work,  or  in  attending  elections. 

17.  Because,  many  persons  were  hired  at  high  prices  who  were 
neither  foremen,  mechanics  nor  even  laboring  men. 

18  Because,  foremen  and  others  while  in  the  public  service  bought 
and  slaughtered  catile.  using  (he  state  teams  and  hands  for  that  pur¬ 
pose,  and  supplying  the  line  with  meat  by  the  pound  at  a  high  price. 

19.  Because,  public  officers  having  sold  public  property  now  refuse 
to  render  an  account  or  even  a  bill  of  sale. 

20.  Because,  materials,  provisions,  &c.  were  not  all  times  procur¬ 
ed  at  as  low  prices  as  they  were  offered  at. 

21.  Because,  provisions,  (at  least  flour)  fell  in  price,  after  the 
“  break”  while  the  charge  is  continued  at  the  most  advanced  price  to 
the  commonwealth. 

22.  Because,  one  of  the  supervisors  charges  for  three  yoke  of  oxen 
for  months,  at  Sl2  per  day,  exclusive  of  the  dri'mr.  when  it  appears 
he  had  but  two  yoke  for  weeks  in  succession,  but  one  yoke  of  oxen 
on  the  work,  and  because  $6  25  per  day  is  charged  by  the  same  per¬ 
son  for  a  two  horse  team  including  the  driver,  which  team  and  driver 
were  emploped  in  private  use  a  great  part  of  the  time. 

23  Because,  the  blank  check  rolls  furnished  by  the  state  upon 
which  accounts  were  kept  were  mutilated.  The  heading  and  certifi¬ 
cate  below  being  cut  off.  and  others  attached  by  wafers  or  otherwise 
capable  of  easy  separation,  and  leaving  it  uncertain  how  many  were 
attached  when  sworn  to,  wheilier  teams  at  $6  or  $8  were  not  substi¬ 
tuted  for  hands  at  ninety  five  cents  per  day,  ar  whether  one  individual 
may  n«it  have  signed  for  others. 

24.  Because,  a  large  arnountof  whiskey  is  charged  to  the  conai- 
mon  wealth. 

25.  Because,  the  disbursing  officer  could  not,  or  would  not  cor¬ 
rect  tfie  accounts  reiurned  by  him — and 

Because,  1  could  tioi  designate  the  true  from  the  false  vouchers — 
or  ascertain  ihe  amount  “fairly  expended”  on  that  breach  as  direct¬ 
ed  by  the  re.-eluiion. 

After  a  <‘arerid  and  tedious  examination  of  the  vouchers  in  connex* 
ion  wiili  the  testimony,  1  cannot iti  the  faithful  discharge  of  my  duty 
to  the  coinmonvvcahh  be  saii-fied  that  the  amount  of  money  borrow¬ 
ed  has  been  ‘’fairly  expended”  on  that  line-  Perhaps  in  the  exam¬ 
ination  of  public  a. •counts,  it  wo'dd  not  be  a  duty  to  require  all  that 
sirici  legal  evidence  required  in  a  court  of  Justice,  yet  it  cannot  be 
doubled  that  one  who  is  entrusted  with  the  settlement  of  the  public 
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^cfiounts  should  demand  sufficient  evidence  from  tlie  disbursing  ofll- 
eer,4o  convince  the  mind  that  the  amount  for  which  credit  is  asked, 
has  been  pro'ierly  applied  to  the  use  of  the  state. 

In  the  present  case  nothing  has  hem  shewn  or  presented  me,  to 
warrant  the  belief  .hat  the  sum  borrowed  by  the  late  Executive  ora 
reasonable  proportion  thereof  ha^!  been  ‘‘  fairly  expended”  in  the  re¬ 
pair  of  the  canal  betvveen  Hnntingdon  and  Hollidaysburg,  or  for 
the  benefit  of  the  commonwealth. 

‘'rhe  facts  elicited  will,  it  is  trusted,  satisfy  the  legislature  of  the 
necessity  and  propriety  of  the  course  taken,  aud  the  imposibiliiy  of 
complying  with  Iheii  requisitions  contained  in  the  resolution. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

GEORGE  R.  ESPY, 
Auditor  GeneraL 


Note. — The  following  correspondence  will  show  the  legislature 
the  amounts  severely  claimed  by  the  banks: — 

“Harrisburg  Bank,  Nov.  1.  1839. 

“Geo.  R.  Espy.  Esq..,  Auditor  General : 

Dear  Sir:  “In  reply  to  you  letter  ot  the  29th  inst.  addressed  to 
the  President  of  this  Institution,  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  on  the 
3tHh  of  June,  18-^8  a  loan  WdS  made  to  the  late  Executive  of  fifty 
thousand  dollars  to  be  applied  to  payment  of  repairs  of  the  canal  be¬ 
tween  Huntingdon  and  Hollidaysburg.  Forty  eight  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars  of  which  was  drawn  om  of  the  Bank — the 
balance  say  twelve  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  applied  to  payment  of 
«ix  months  interest.” 

“Very  Respectfully,  Sic. 

“H.  WALTERS,  rashier^^ 

“  Bank  of  the  United  States  1 
“October  31,  1839.  ) 

“Geo.  R  Espy,  Esq.,  Auditor  General. — Harrisburg. 

Sir:  “I  enclose  by  direction  of  the  President  in  compliance  with 
the  request  contained  in  your  letter  to  him  dated  29th  inst.,  an  ac¬ 
count  of  the  moneys  advanced  to  the  Commonwealth  for  canal  re¬ 
pairs,  on  the  drafts  of  the  late  Governor  amounting  with  interest  to 
this  date,  to  two  hundred  and  eighty  two  thousand  four  hundred  and 
seventy  six  dollars,  (282,476  ”)  % 

“I  am  very  respectfully, 

“Your  obt.  servant, 

“A.  LARDNER,  2d  asst.  Cashier. 


16 


Tht  Com'^tnonweallh  of  Pennsylvania. 

To  the  Bank  of  'he  Uni/ed  ^tate^  Dr. 

For  moneys  advanced  to  the  Common  wealth 
on  the  checks  of  the  Governor  for  canal  re¬ 
pairs,  viz  : 

1838. 

July  27.  To  cash  paid  Gov.  Ritner’s  check  dated  25th 

July . . . . - . .  $50,0(>0i 

Get  2 . . ’<^8th  Sept.  $i26,0(»0-^ 

Do-  . . . 29  do. 


29 


$50  000 
26  Oct.  $-^0,000 


Do  . . . do.  do. 

Dec.  4  . . . . . . . 1st  Dec. 


Interest  at  4  per  cent,  to  31  Oct.  1839,  viz :: 
On  50,  00  from  27th  July  1838  is 
ly.  3m.  4d. 

“  76,00  “  2  Oct.  « 

ly.  Om.  29d. 

“  103,000  29  “ 

ly.  Om.  2d. 

42,©<‘0  4  Dec. 

Oy.  lOm.  27d. 


$63,000 

$42,000 

$271,000 


«t  «( 


((  Cl 


$2,522,22 

3.284.89 

4.142.89 

1,526  00  11,476,00 
$282,476,00 


TESTIMONY. 

JvLY,  24,  1839. 

Testimony  taken  by  the  Auditor  General,  in  pursuance  of  a  resolutioii 
passed  by  the  General  Assembly  of  Pennsylvania,  on  the  2d  day 
of  July,  1839,  relative  to  the  expenditures  of  money  on  the 
Juniata  division  of  the  Pennsylvania  canal,  in  repairing  the  breach 
between  Huntingdon  and  Hollidaysburg. 

John  J.  Taylor,  sworn — I  was  foreman  under  the  canal  com¬ 
missioners  on  the  Juniata  break  of  the  Pennsylvania  canal,  under  the 
direction  of  John  Whittaker.  I  was  employed  bv  T.  Stevens,  John 
H.  Sionebreaker  kept  the  account  of  my  time,  I  was  on  the  works 
from  about  the  9th  of  July  to  the  last  of  November,  1838,  1  got  $2 
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per  day  wages.  Michael  Fox  did  not  work  under  John  H.  Stone* 
breaker,  up  to  the  28ih  day  of  October,  he  also  worked  only  a  day 
and  a  hidf  under  John  H.  Stonebreaker  in  September.  1  saw  John 
H  Stonebreaker  add  the  accouut  of  Michael  Fox  for  the  months  of 
September  and  October  together,  they  amounted  to  sixteen  ilays  for 
tliese  two  months,  skilled  at  the  rale  of  75  per  day.  1  did  not 
see  the  money  paid  to  Mr  F«)X,  Fox  worked  under  Stonebreaker,  I 
think,  nil  the  13ih  October  or  the  J4th  Fox  worked  under  James 
K.  Harnpson,  at  the  aqueduct  in  October,  cannot  tell  how  long.  I 
was  at  work  under  Stonebreaker  at  the  Water  street  darn  in  Septem¬ 
ber.  John  H.  Stonebreaker  kept  ac<*ounts.  Michael  Fox  work¬ 
ed  but  one  and  a  half  days  in  the  month  of  September  under  John 
H.  Stonebreaker,  at  the  Water  street  dam.  I  saw  a  settlement  for 
4nd  an  understanding  between  Fox  anJ  Stonebreaker  for  one  and  a 
hall  days  in  the  month  of  September.  I  do  not  know  w'hen  the 
twenty-one  and  a  half  days  for  Fox  were  carried  out  on  Sionebreak- 
er’s  check  roll.  This  is  the  check  roll  kept  by  John  H.  Stonebreaker 
for  September,  it  is  in  his  hand  writing.  1  was  at  the  VVater  street 
dam  the  whole  mnnth  of  September.  Michael  F<*x  did  not  worlr 
tinder  lohn  H  Stonebreaker,  the  24th,  25ih,  2(iih.  28th  and  29th 
days  of  September.  He  came  there  merely  for  a  settlement  after 
wards,  and  was  not  on  the  public  work  on  this  job  The  Michael 
Fox  that  went  to  work  for  Mr.  Hampson,  was  the  same  man  that 
worked  for  John  H.  Stonebreaker  Fox  left  Sionebreaker’s  work 
•en  the  13ih  or  14ih  of  October.  I  do  not  know  where  he  went  to 
work  after  he  left  here-  l  am  positive  as  to  the  fact  of  Fox  working 
•niy  one  and  a  half  days  in  the  month  of  September  under  John  H. 
Stonebreaker,  and  as  to  the  settlement  I  did  not  examine  the  check 
roll  at  the  time  of  setilemenl,  but  saw  Fox’s  name  carried  out  after¬ 
wards  for  more  days  than  settled  for-  I  have  examined  the  check 
roll  of  John  H  Stonebreaker,  for  September;  know  of  no  other 
persons  whose  work  has  been  charged  for  longer  lime  than  they 
worked.  Some  of  the  hands  boarded  at  a  public  shaniee,  some  did. 
not.  The  number  of  hands  at  work  during  September  or  October., 
did  not  exceed  one  hundred.  As  near  as  I  can  recollect,  two-thirdg 
of  the  hands  boarded  at  the  public  shantees-  The  highest  number 
of  hands  at  work  under  Stonebreaker,  as  near  as  I  can  recollect,  was 
eighty  or  eighty-five.  The  hands  who  boarded  at  the  public  shaiiiees 
were  charged  thirty  cents  per  day.  The  hands  received  as  a  gene¬ 
ral  price  $1  25 — a  laboring  hand.  When  the  accounts  of  the  hands 
were  settled,  the  charge  for  boarding  was  ret  tined  out  of  their  wages 
by  Stonebreaker. 

The  hands  receipted  for  the  full  amount  of  their  wages  on  the  check 
roll.  The  common  labourers  receipted  for  30  cents  mare  per  day 
than  they  received  in  cash.  I  boarded  part  of  the  time  at  the  public 
sbantee — part  of  the  time  1  did  not  When  I  hoarded  elsewhere  1 
paid  $2  part  of  time,  and  other  time  $2  25.  There  was  no  distinc* 
tion  as  to  the  price  of  boarding  of  those  who  received  high  or  low 
wages.  There  were  3  or  4  bosses  employed  :  Stonebreaker,  Kieth; 


Lytle,  Bisben  and  myself.  Mr*  StOnebreaker  attended  part  to  the 
purchase  of  provisions.  John  H.  Stonebreaker  held  the  control  of 
the  provisions  and  articles  of  merchandize  brought  to  the  shantee, 
such  as  flour,  meal,  coffee,  &c.  They  were  partly  kept  in  an  office, 
partly  in  the  shantees,  and  partly  at  ^  'unningham’s  ware-house  I 
presume  they  were  kept  there  by  the  direction  of  Mr.  Stonebreaker. 

I  never  saw  any  of  the  provisions  taken  away  except  meat  some 
times.  This  disappeared,  but  I  do  not  know  where  it  went  to.  It 
was  taken  away  by  John  H.  Stonebreaker  in  small  pieces.  I  do  not 
know  whether  he  aceountjed  for  it  or  not.  He  took  away  meat  sev¬ 
eral  times.  It  was  taken  away  in  day  light.  I  did  not  see  it  weighed. 

I  should  suppose  Thomas  Whittaker,  who  kept  the  shantee,  and 
Cunningham,  would  know  as  to  the  removal  of  other  articles.  Coffee 
came  to  the  shantees  by  the  bag,  and  Tea  by  the  box,  at  one  time ; 
and  flour  by  the  barrel,  a  number  of  barrels  at  a  time.  I  know  of  no 
other  incorrect  items  in  the  account  of  John-  H.  Stonebreaker,  other 
tlmn  those  I  have  stated.* 

JOHN  J.  TAYLOR. 

Sworn  and  Subscribed,  July  liJ4th,  1839,  before  Gbo.  R.  Espy. 

John  O.  Gentry — Sworn, 

I  wae  at  work  one  or  two  months  at  the  Water-street  dam,  em¬ 
ployed  iky  John  H.  Stonebreaker.  The  first  discovery  I  made  of  ihe 
accounts  being  kept  wrong  was  in  my  own  time.  John  H.  Stone¬ 
breaker  had  carried  my  lime  out  on  the  check  roll,  and  opposite  my 
name  on  the  balance  sheet  had  charged  for  me  $6  20  for  board  for 
which  I  had  only  received  5  meals  at  the  shantee.  I  boarded  myself 
the  balance  of  the  time.  When  I  came  to  draw  my  money,  he  wanted 
me  to  sign  the  check-roll  and  lose  this.  I  refused  to  sign  it  the  way 
he  had  it,  when  he  called  in  Mr.  Cunningham,  who  had  carried  out 
the  accounts  as  they  stood.  Mr.  Cunningham  then  told  Stonebreaker 
to  alter  this  account  on  the  balance  sheet  and  alter  the  check-roll. — 
Stonebreaker  refused  to  do  so,  and  I  then  signed  the  check-roll.  It 
showed  upon  the  cheek-roll  as  though  I  had  received  the  $6  20, 
which  I  did  not  receive,  except  the  five  meals.  This  was  the  first 
lime  I  discovered  that  John  H  Stonebreaker  wanted  to  cheat  the 
hands  and  charge  them  with  what  they  did  not  get.  In  the  August 
check-roll  Stonebreaker  has  catried  out  28  days  and  three  quarters 
for  Isaac  Webb.  I  am  positive  he  did  not  work  more  than  18  or  20 
days  at  the  out  side.  He  is  a  dissipated  character,  had  his  washing 
done  at  my  house,  and  always  worked  with  me.  Stonebreaker  mostly 
settled  with  Webb  when  he  was  intoxicated.  On  the  August  check 
roll  he  cold  not  have  managed  in  any  other  way  than  by  filling  it  out 
after  the  settlement.  I  lost  but  about  half  a  day  in  the  month  of 
August.  In  September  I  think  I  worked  15  days. 

After  the  15  days,  I  came  to  settle,  Stonebreaker  had  not  a  single 
day  upon  the  check-roll  for  me.  I  kept  my  account  myself,  as  I  did 
not  trust  him  after  his  first  attempt.  I  was  only  paid  for  15  days 
work,  and  did  not  hand  in  more  to  Stonebreaker  for  the  month  of 
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'September.  He  has  one  day  more  on  the  check-roll  for  Septemljer, 
than  he  paid  me.  A  man  named  M’Elroy  worked  3^  days  in  August, 
his  name  is  on  the  September  check- roll.  I  was  authorised  to  draw 
the  money  for  him  and  have  receipted  for  the  above  3^  days.  Stone- 
breaker  has  put  down  M’Elroy’s  name  on  the  December  check-roll, 
for  which  he  never  had  worked  and  for  which  Stonebreaker  paid 
him  BO  money.  The  receipt  was  for  25.  He  made  him  believe 
that  he  was  signing  the  August  cheek-roll.  The  December  check  loll 
is  in  the  hands  of  Henry  Neff;  I  saw  it  to-day  with  M’Elroys  name 
on  it  for  $11  25.  M’Elroy  never  worked  more  than -the  3^  days. 
Neflf  told  me  M^Elroy^s  name  was  on  it  when  Stonebreaker  gave  it 
to  him.  M’Elroy  thought  he  was  signing  the  August  check  roll,  for 
the  3i  days.  Under  M’Elroy’s  n&me  in  the  December  check-roll 
Stonebreaker  has  also  ^11  25  for  William  Sneaih,  who  never  worked 
a  day  for  the  time  charged  in  that  check-roll.  Sneath  never  worked 
-a  day  in  December.  I  knew  Stonebreaker  ^o  buy  a  lot  of  wheat 
from  Jeremiah  Cunningham  at  Sl»oO  per  bushel.  The  selling  price 
then  was  $1.25.  I  wanted  to  buy  a  lot  of  wheat  from  Jeremiah 
Cunningham  at  the  seHing  price  of  $1,25.  He  told  me  that  the 
Commwiwealth  would  pay  him  $1,50  and  I  could  not  have  it.  The 
greater  part  of  this  wheat  I  think  was  ground  at  Mytinger’s  mill. — - 
I  had  spoken  to  Stonebreaker  for  a  small  lot  of  the  shorts  and  bran 
at  two  or  three  different  times.  1  told  him  I  would  allow  him  the 
market  price  as  he  would  have  to  dispose  of  it  in  some  way.  He 
told  me  he  intended  to  take  it  home  for  his  own  use.  I  made  no 
Turiher  enquiry  about  it.  His  father  came  once  or  twice  a  week  with 
a  two-horse  wagon  and  took  potatoes,  fresh  meat,  and  other  matters 
,  home.  His  brother-in-law  hauled  at  the  work  v/ith  a  wagon,  and 
when  he  went  home,  usually  took  with  him  a  supply  ol  potatoes, 
meat,  &c.  from  the  public  Shantee.  About  -two  thirds  of  the  men 
boarded  at  the  public  Shantees.  Old  John  Stonebreaker’s  wagon 
came  down  regularly  every  week  or  every  other  week.  We  all  sup¬ 
posed  that  he  was  taking  away  the'Gomraonwealtli’s  provisions.  This 
was  the  general  opinion  amongst  thekands.  Prom  the  time  he  first 
attempted  to  cheat  me,  I  considered  John  H.  Stonebreaker  a  dishonest 
man,  and  believe  that  he  followed  it  up  to  the  close  of  the  work-  A 
number  of  the  hands  held  the  same  opinion.  There  was  no  labour 
performed' on  the  Sabbath. 

JOHN  GENTRY. 

‘Sworn  and  Subscribed,  July  24th,  1839,  before  Geo.  R.  Espy. 

John  Omer — Swoin* 

J  worked  with  Thomas  Patterson,  Foreman,  on  Alexander  M’Con- 
sell’s  division  of  the  Juniata  Canal.  I  worked  during  the  month  of 
September.  I  was  on  the  work  at  the  time  of  the  General  Election, 
I  think,  at  the  dam  above  Williamsburg.  I  left  the  works  on  Wed¬ 
nesday  before  the  Inspector’s  Election,  which  was  held  on  Friday, 
and  went  to  the  Borough  of  Huntingdon.  I  left  at  about  12  o’clock 
at  noon,  Mr.  Berlin,  the  boss,  went  along.  We  went  to  Huntingdon 


tlbat  niglit  and  in  iHe  morning  came  up  to  the  dam,  two  miles  aborff' 
Huntingdon.  There  were  in  company  with  us  Wm.  M’Kitn,  Henry 
■Weaihers,  James  iMcF'rane,  Alexander  Lowry.  1  think  three  were 
nine  of  us  when  we  came  to  Huntingdon*  We  remained  at  the  dam- 
till  12  o’clock  of  Friday  noon.  'I'he  principal  part  of  us  had  small 
bits  of  washing  done  there,  such  as  a  pair  ol  socks,  handkerchief,  or 
a  shirt.  On  Friday  afternoon  we  went  to  Huntingdon  to  the  Inspec¬ 
tor’s  Election.  There  were  near  200  of  us  marched  from  the  dam* 
down  to  Huntingdon.  I  cannot  recollect  the  -men’s  names  under 
wliose  direction  we  were.  1  think  Maj  Fox  and  Lowry  were  aroopg' 
the  leaders.  1  returned  on  Friday  evening  to  Williamsburg?  some 
of  the  hands  did  not  gel  back  before  Saturday  night.  Thomas  Pat¬ 
terson,  the  foreman,  employed  us  to  go  down  to  Huntingdon.  We' 
were  to  be  paid  as  a  matter  of  course.  1  did  not  know  the  purpose 
of  our  going  dc^wn,  until  I  discovered  from  the  hands  that  the  object- 
was  to  put  in  the  Inspector.  Our  names  were  put  upon  the  check  rolF 
for  the  absent  days  I  was  paid  from  Wednesday  till  Saturday  night, 
although  I  worked  but  half  a  day,  which  was  on  Sa  urday.  1  was 
promised  pay  from  the  time  I  left  till  I  should  get  back,  and  was  paid. 


1  understood  by  the  other  hands,  that  they  g»t  their  pay  also.  I  voted 
at  the  Inspector’s  election  in  the  borough  of  Huntingdon.  As  fai  as? 
1  know,  the  rest  of  the  men  that  went  down,  voted  also.  The  elec¬ 
tion  was  held  in  the  Register’s  office-  'Fo  my  knowledge  none  of  the 
hands  worked  from  Wednesday  morning  to  Saturday  evening.  I  think 
the  bosses  headed  the  procession  as  we  marched  into-  Huntingdon. 
A  portion  of  the  hands  worked  oii  lhe  day  of  the  Governor’s  election’ 
till  the  polls  had  been  opened,  then  voted  and  returned  to  theii  work. 
A  large  portion  did  not.  The  hands  all  went  to  the  election.  John* 
Mallegan  was  in  the  company  that  went  to  Huntingdon  ;  also.  Johig 
Critchlon,  (Smith)  John  Miller,  (I  think.) 


iOHN  OMER, 


Sworn  and  Subscribed,  July  24ih,  1839,  before  Guo.  R.  Espy. 

John  Van  Vi.iet,  . — I  saw  the  name  of  William  HiH  uponr 

different  check  rolls  of  John  fffiapman.  (3n  the  August  che«‘k  roll 
for  27  days  labour.  On  the  September  check  roll  23  days.  OclolxiP 
check  roll  26  days  On  the  November  check  toll  30|  days.  Wiliianii 
Hill  was  employed  under  Johir  Chapman  as  a  diiver  of  Chapman  » 
team.  Chapman  was  a  foreman-  I  resided  adjoining  the  shantee  I 
gent  a  letter  to  M’Connell  the  supervisor  expressing  it  as  my  belief, 
that  frauds  were  committed.  Chapman  told  me  that  the  team  which 
Hill  drove  belonged  to  him  (('hapman)  Hill  also  told  me  that  the 
team  belonged  to  (ffiapman.  It  was  always  regarded  as  his  and 
Chapman  would  always  in  speakingoi  it  use  the  words  “my  team.” 
Repairs  of  the  team,  shoeing  of  the  horses,  was  all  done  at  the  ex¬ 
pense  of  the  commonwealth  I  learnt  that  Chapman  had  sent  in 
bills  for  such  work  VI r.  Steel  the  disbursing  officer,  also  told  me 
Chapm-m  had  sent  in  bills  charging  hinis^lf  There  were  four  horses 
In  the  team  of  «  hapmaji),  generally.  Never  more  than  four.  They 
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•allowed  me  six  dollars  for  a  team  of  four  horses  (always  including 
the  hand  I  never  got  extra  allowance  for  a  hand,  when  I  furnished 
a  team  at  the  public  works.  I  got  a  certified  bill  of  my  team.  It 
was  not  placed  on  the  check  roll  I  never  could  get  the  money  for 
the  certified  bill,  but  traded  it  away.  1  have  been  told  that  Chap* 
jffian  got  six  dollars  a  day  on  the  check  roll  for  his  team.  Hill  the 
teamster,  told  me  he  had  also^eceived  his  pay  the  same  as  the  other 
hands,  by  receipting  the  oheck  roll.  The  cause  of  my  suspecting 
fraud,  was  that  I  thought  a  man  that  could  be  guilty  of  committing 
private  frauds,  would  also  be  guilty  of  them  against  the  common¬ 
wealth.  VVhere  the  commonwealth  was  wronged.  I  always  felt  my¬ 
self  a  party  aggrieved-  After  I  had  made  the  complaint  to  M’Connell 
(the  supervisor)  Chapman  was  still  retained  as  a  boss.  I  staled  to 
M’Con.iell  that  I  beheved  that  Chapman  was  drawing  money  from 
the  Slate  for  his  team  and  driver,  and  that  the  driver  was  drawing 
pay  for  his  services,  a  second  time.  Also  that  the  blacksmith  work 
done  for  Chapman  as  an  individual  was  charged  to  the  common¬ 
wealth — and  that  Chapman  was  receiving  pay  for  h  uids  from  the 
eommonwealdi,  who  were  employed  for  him  as  a  private  individual. 
One  of  the  names  of  these  hands  is  Singley,  anoilier  by  the  name  of 
Focht.  Hill  boarded  in  the  shanfee,  perhaps  not  all  the  time.  Or 
at  Mathew  P.  Brown’s.  Brown  was  employed  to  keep  a  stale 
boarding  house  and  received  his  pay  from  the  commonwealth — At 
least  for  a  portion  of  the  boarders.  I  know  this  because  the  time  I 
got  my  settlement  Mr  Brown  did  also.  The  Slate  furnished  the 
provisions.  He  was  charged  with  the  provisions  asd  credited  with 
•the  boarding.  M’ConueU  told  me  after  the  work  was  all  done,  he 
had  found  Chapman  guilty  of  nearly  all  ’he  charges  1  had  preferred 
against  him.  Mr.  M’Connell,  told  me  about  the  beginning  of  Decem¬ 
ber,  that  for  every  day  that  his  (Chapman’s)  te^m  had  been  charged 
to  the  commonwealth,  they  had  deducted  from  his  charges,  the  wages 
charged  for  the  teamsters,  and  guessed  at  the  other  matters  which  I 
had  disclosed  to  him  and  deducted  those  also.  He  said  that  he  had 
8etllt?d  in  that  way.  The  check  r»lls  were  passed  by  Hill  before 
this  conversation  took  place.  A  team  which  is  on  the  check  roll  in 
the  name  of  Fulton,  and  two  slate  hands,  were  employed  in  hauling 
hay  for  their  individual  use.  One  of  the  horse»  that  worked  in  this 
team  belonged  to  John  Chapman,  the  other  to  William  Fulton,  Ful¬ 
ton  was  foreman  in  the  quarry  part  of  the  time.  Some  lime  after 
Mr.  Steel  had  lifted  the  October  check  roll,  he  old  me  he  would  he 
glad  at  all  times  to  yield  any  information  1  might  require  concerning 
-alledged  frauds,  and  he  wished  people  to  do  .«o  generallv. 

JOHN  VAN  VLIET. 

r 

Sworn  aud  subscribed,  July  24th,  1B39,  before  Geo.  R.  Espy 

J.  M’Fream,  ajffirmed  —  l  was  lahcKing  as  a  hand  upon  the  public 
iworks.  I  commenced  the  4th  of  Julv,  1838.  and  continued  until 
the  last  day,  or  the  las?  day  but  one,  of  Novemiser.  I  received  two 
^llarsper  day  wages.  Thomas  Patterson  was  one  of  our  loremen  i — 
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I  worked  at  different  places  under  different  foremen  Mr.  Updegraff 
was  a  foreman  where  1  worked.  It  was  at  Spang’s  works  on  the 
Aqueduct.  We  left  our  jobs  on  Tuesday  or  Wednesday  before  the  last 
Inspectors’  Election,  to  go  to  the  borough  of  Huntingdon.  I  started 
by  myself,  overtook  others,  and  others  overtook  me,  but  cannot  recol¬ 
lect  the  number.  John  Orner,  William  Barnet,  Henry  Withers, 
Alexander  Lowry,  (foreman)  were  along.  I*  went  to  the  big  dam 
above  Huntingdon,  went  to  Huntingdon,  there  were  no  arrangements 
made  for  our  entertainment.  We  came  back  to  the  dam  next  morn¬ 
ing.  I  think  I  got  a  handkerchief  washed  there.  Thomas  Patterson, 
ray  foreman,  asked  me  to  go  down.  This  is  my  name  on  the  check- 
roll.  I  was  allowed  for  every  day  of  the  week  I  was  gone,  except 
Saturday.  I  came  home  on  Saturday.  I  worked  at  the  dam  either  two 
or  three  days,  worked  on  the  flat  a  while,  hauled  stone  a  while,  and  did 
whatever  labor  I  was  put  to.  I  worked  all  the  working  hours,  except 
perhaps  on  the  day  of  the  election.  I  did  not  sign  a  check-roll  at  the 
dam  above  Huntingdon.  Patterson  told  me  be  wished  me  to  go  to 
work  at  that  dam^ — that  it  was  further  back  than  the  other  work.  He 
told  me  he  wished  us  to  work  at  Huntington.  Patterson  did  not  go 
down  with  us.  I  had  no  evidence  when  I  returned  that  the  dam  was 
out  of  danger,  but  there  were  more  hands  there  than  I  considered  ne¬ 
cessary.  1  am  acquainted  with  Mr.  Lowry.  I  cannot  tell  how  long- 
he  was  at  the  dam  above  Huntingdon.  He  was  attending  to  some  of 
the  hands  at  the  work.  I  think  it  probable  Patterson  had  two  objects- 
m  view — the  securing  of  the  dam  and  the  Inspectors’  Election.  After 
my  return  I  went  to  work  under  Lowry  again,  as  I  had  before.  I 
expected  to  go  to  the  election  at  Huntingdon  and  vote  when  I  left  work. 
I  knew  William  Critchloe,  a  carpenter.  I  think  he  was  hurt  in  July 
or  August.  I  attended  him  part  of  the  time  during  his  sickness — 
cannot  tell  how  long.  I  cannot  tell  whether  I  worked  in  the  month  of 
August.  The  signature  on  the  August  check-roll  is  mine.  Thomas 
Patterson  kept  the  check-roll.  I  know  David  Berlin.  He  was  a  fore¬ 
man  on  the  canal.  He  was  not  at  Huntingdon  to  my  knowledge.  It 
was  about  a  mile  from  Franklin  Forge,  where  I  was  at  work.  I  do 
not  know  that  the  State  hands  were  employed  on  the  tail  race. 

I  was  present  at  the  putting  up  of  one  or  two  election  poles,  and 
took  an  active  part  in  it.  There  were  probably  twenty  or  thirty  or 
more  present  on  these  occasions.  I  do  not  recollect  the  days  it  was 
done.  The  persons  who  raised  them  were  the  State  hands  general¬ 
ly.  Patterson  was  not  present  that  I  know  of.  A  di  duetion  was- 
made  for  the  boarding  of  hands.  I  think  it  was  $2  or  $2  2&  a  week, 

I  never  boarded  in  a  sbantee  myself.  I  was  at  Williamsburg  on  tho' 
day  of  the  general  election.  I  laboured  some  on  that  day.  Nathan 
H.  Wright  was  at  Huntingdon,  while  I  was  there.  I  recollect  see¬ 
ing  him  that  week. 

J.  M’FREAM 

Sworn  and  subscribed,  July  25th,  1839,  before  Geo.  R.  Espy, 
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Alexander  Glenn,  sworn, — On  the  2d  of  July,  1838, 1  went  to 
work  atthe  dam  on  Nicholas  Hewett’s  division,  above  Williamsburg. 
I  continued  to  work  till  about  the  11th  of  December — perhaps  the 
13th.  I  had  horses  and  carts  on  the  works.  I  got  $2  25  per  day 
for  a  horse  and  cart  and  driver.  I  had  two  horses  and  carts  the  first 
week,  three  the  second,  and  four  the  residue  of  the  time,  except  when 
horses  were  lame.  I  boarded  in  the  state  shantee  the  first  three  weeks. 
I  then  built  a  shantee  and  boarded  my  own  boys  and  myself.  I  lived 
in  it  five  or  six  days,  bought  the  stuff  from  the  state — the  stuff  I  was  to 
pay  twenty- two  dollars  per  1000  for,  but  there  was  no  entry  made  of 
it  on  the  books.  William  Bell,  the  foreman,  asked  me  to  take  the 
state  shantee.  I  told  him  I  had  been  to  a  considerable  expense  in 
building  ray  own.  Bell  told  me  the  commonwealth  would  take  it  at 
what  it  had  cost  me.  Nicholas  Hewett  had  sent  the  stuff  to  my 
shantee.  I  told  Bell  I  would  take  charge  of  the  state  shantee  on  con¬ 
dition  that  if  the  hands  became  disorderly  he  would  pay  them  of! 
and  discharge  them.  I  took  possession  of  the  state  shantee  I  think 
on  the  27th  of  July,  before  dinner,  and  continued  to  board  the  hands 
until  about  one  month  before  the  work  stopped — the  hands  became 
scarce  on  the  lines  and  wore  all  removed  to  one  shantee.  Some  of 
the  hands  slept  there,  but  i  did  not  board  them.  During  the  time 
the  hands  boarded  with  me,  I  attended  to  dealing  liquor  among  them, 
and  after  they  quit  boarding  I  went  to  work  myself.  Bell  told  me  he 
would  not  mind  giving  me  820  per  week  wages,  if  order  could  be 
preserved.  The  state  was  to  find  all  the  provisions— I  was  only  to 
serve up.  I  told  him  that  I  could  not  stand  it  at  $15  per  week. 
He  told  me  that  my  time  should  be  continued  as  a  hand  upon  the 
check  roll.  From  the  time  I  commenced  boarding  the  hands  and 
dealing  the  liquor,  I  did  not  labor  except  getting  oven  wood  and  the 
like.  I  received  $l  25  per  day  on  the  check  roll,  and  $35  per 
month  for  preparing,  cooking.  c!k;c.  I  think  it  was  $35.  I  paid  all 
the  girls.  Boyd  and  Dean  furnished  meat  at  first  when  I  commenc¬ 
ed  boarding  the  hands.  Then  M’Vicker,  a  foreman,  on  the  section, 
and  William  Bell  (a  superintendent)  bought  a  lot  of  cattle,  and  butch¬ 
ered  for  the  shantees.  I  understood  these  foTemeu  bought  the  cattle 
on  their  own  account.  I  never  saw  it  weighed,  and  kept  no  account 
of  it  myself.  Some  hands  were  taken  off  the  public  works,  to  assist 
the  foremen  in  butchering.  I  cannot  tell  how  often.  M’Vicker  al¬ 
ways  went  w*th  the  hands  when  they  went  killing.  They  allowed 
me  to  sell  some  beef,  when  we  had  it  plenty.  I  rendered  them  ac¬ 
count — ^^it  was  sold  at  7  and  8  cents.  There  was  nol  much  sold.  I 
aotne  times  sold  coffee,  sugar,  molasses,  bacon,  fish,  &c.,  and  handed 
over  the  account.  I  sold  it  by  the  directions  of  the  foremen — -gener¬ 
ally  sold  it  to  men  who  boarded  hands.  M’Vicker  and  Bell  sold  out 
to  Boyd  and  Dean.  M’Vicker  told  me  he  was  sorry  they  had  done 
so ;  that  Bell  had  got  scared  on  account  of  peoples’  talk ;  that  they 
might  have  made  gSOO  by  it ;  they  might  as  well  have  it  as  any  body 
else.  The  hands  receipted  for  gl  25  on  the  check-roll,  and  g2  10 
for  each  deducted  for  board  ;  the  balance  was  paid  over.  It  some- 
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times  took  the  foremen  |  of  a  day  to  attend  to  their  butcli^rin^ — 
some  limes  half  a  day.  From  8  to  0,  or  12  or  15,  worked  on  Sam¬ 
uel  Royers’  1?  il  race  at  Franklin  Forge,  for  a  number  of  days.  They 
were  State  hands.  They  never  changed  their  boarding,  but  continued 
boarding  in  the  State  shantees.  Mr.  Bell  told  me  had  bought  all  the 
boards  and  stuff  of  both  shantees;  he  told  me  he  had  bought  it  for 
SI 00.  I  think  he  told  me  he  ought  to  have  got  it  for  ?»75.  I  told 
him  I  thought  it  cost  twice  as  much  as  he  paid  for  it.  He  told  me 
he  had  a  contract  for  building  a  lock-house,  and  that  he  thought  he 
could  get  stuff  enough  to  build  it  There  was  no  public  sale  made 
of  the  shantees  by  the  supervisor&«-no  notice  given  that  they  were 
tor  sale.  I  think  it  was  in  the  month  of  September  that  the  hand» 
worked  at  Royers’ tail  race.  Anthony  M’Coy,  i  think,  was  one  of 
them  ;  also  James  Dougherty,  Samuel  Calhotin,  Charles  Davis,  John 
M’Coy,  Thomas  Hughes,  Andrew  ITazleit,  Peter  Dougherty,  Josepb 
Armerman,  John  Dougherty.  By  reference  to  the  check-rolls,  I  think 
these  men  worked  there.  1  do  n')t  think  they  worked  there  more  than 
8  days;  perhaps  less  than  six  days.  The  number  of  days  they  did 
work,  they  worked  in  succession.  The  Stale  agents  had  no  control 
over  these  hai.ds  then.  Mr.  McNeSigb,  manager  at  the  forge,  was 
their  superintendent.  They  sent  down  to  my  shanty  for  whi^key — 
told  them  that  it  was  out  of  my  jurisdiction,  hut  still  sent  them  up 
the  liquor  can.  The  place  they  were  at  work  was  out  of  our  division. 
Mr.  McNeligh,  the  manager  at  the  Forge,  came  for  the  liquor  himself 
sometimes.  I  made  no  charge  of  this  liqpor  to  any  body.  I  asked 
some  of  the  bosses  whether  I  might  send  ii  to  them — they  said  yes^ 
Royer  did  not  pay  for  the  hoarding  of  the  hands,  to  my  knowledge, 
1  do  not  know  whether  he  paid  the  wages  of  ihe  hands.  These  men 
1  have  mentioned,  who  worked  at  Royers’ tail  race,  were  paid  hy  the 
commonwealth,  and  boarded  at  the  public  shantees.  1  think  there 
were  about  120  men  at  work  on  my  division.  'Phere  were  perhaps 
30,  35,  or  more,  that  did  not  board  at  the  public  shantees.  The  first 
liquor  bought,  was  12  barrels  ;  it  came  from  Henry  Learner.  1  un¬ 
derstood  we  paid  fi ft v. cents  per  gallon.  There  was  consumed  on  our 
job, about  two  barrels  per  week.  This  was  about  the  average.  There 
were  three  weeks  in  the  commencement  we  had  none.  1  bought  five 
barrels  from  Patterson  for  the  State,  at  one  time.  M’Vicker  (the  fore¬ 
man)  told  rr/e  to  take  one  of  the  carts  off  the  works,  and  go  down  to 
Patterson’s  for  the  liquor.  I  also  bought  five  barrels  for  myself,  at 
fifty  cents  per  galloBi  I  sold  the  State  one  of  my  barrels,  at  seventy 
cents — it  had  raised  to  that.  I  never  lived  there:,  exttept  during  the 
repair  of  the  break.  The  time  consumed  bv  the  carl  in  bringing  i  he 
liquor,  was  all'iwed  on  the  check-roll.  There  was  no  deduction  made, 
A  man  hy  the  name  of  Thurston  Clark,  and  another  nam»  d  Abraham 
Hare,  drove  Ni'-holas  Hewett’s  learn  (the  supervisors.)  Heweti’s  t^-am 
hauled  liquor  from  Learner’s.  The  drivers  hoarded  with  him  when 
thev  w'enr  u()  to  ITollidn  vsburg.  Thurston  Chrk^or  Cinrh  Th  r  fon^ 

had  no  fe  in  upo  the  work-  He  was  in  the  employ  r»f  Mr  Hewetl, 
from  the  time  he  took  charge  of  the  team  until  after  the  public  work 
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was  done.  Abraham  Hare  did  mt  work  on  our  division  ns  a  hand' 
M’Vicker  bouj^hi  in  feed  for  Howell’s  team,  ^rhcre  was  only  one 
Alexander  M’Vicker  on  our  job.  There  was  nor.e  other  of  tl«at  name 
on  ihe  line,  to  my  knowledge.  David  Hewitt  had  no  horse  on  our 
job  in  September,  kept  as  a  saddle-horse.  There  was  no  more  than 
one  horse  kept  as  a  saddle-horse.  This  horse  belonged  to  M’Vicke^. 
M’Vicker  and  Bell  generally  took  a  cart  off  the  works  to  convey  ^their 
meat  to  the  shantee.  I  did  not  know  any  man  by  the  name  ol  Dix*on, 
who  kept  a  horse  at  our  shantee.  There  was  no  such  man  kept  a 
horse  there, 

A.  GLKNN. 

Sworn  and  subscribed,  July  25ih,  1839,  before  Geo.  R.  Espy. 

Thomas  L.  States,  Sworn — I  came  on  the  works  at  the  head 
of  Water  Street  dam,  on  the  3d  of  July,  1838,  1  was  placed  by  r. 
M’Connell,  the  Supervisor,  under  Joseph  Irwin,  the  Superintendent 
of  that  job,  I  remained  there  till  the  last  day  of  November. — About 
the  first  of  August  Irwin  was  discharged  as  Superintendent,  and  James 
Fenlon  appointed. — Mr.  Irwin  receipted  the  July  check  roll  and  paid 
off  the  hands.  The  wages  were  paid  under  Mr.  Irwin’s  direc¬ 
tions,  Mr.  Fenlon  kept  no  check  roll  of  that  job  for  the  month  of  July, 
he  kept  no  timeof  the  hands,  nor  any  account  of  the  work  done,  [check 
roll  referred  to  ofFenlon’s  at  Green’s  for  July]  I  do  not  know  whether 
Fenlon  was  on  this  work  at  that  time,  I  do  know  James  Fenlon, 
he  w'as  from  Cambria  County. — I  was  not  hereon  the  day  of  general 
election. — I  believe  the  hands  pretty  much  all  went  to  the  election — 
at  the  inspectors  election,  1  know  that  four  men  went  away  from  our 
jobon  Thursday  and  returned  on  Saturday — They  went  to  the  borough 
of  Huntingdon. — I  saw  them  at  the  dam  above  Huntingdon,  and 
also  at  Huntino'don. — -They  were  allowed  their  time  on  the  check- 
roll. — Two  of  them  were  Henry  Troxell  and  Patrick  Braniff — the 
names  of  the  other  two  I  do  not  recollect. — I  met  Springer  and  Rich¬ 
ard  Tocuin  between  the  dam  and  Huntingdon,  coming  up  to  the  dam. 
They  told  me  they  were  coming  up  to  takedown  the  hands.  On  the  July 
check-roll,  my  name  appeared  Irom  the  3d.  Mr.  Irwin  said  he  did 
not  see  me  here  before  the  6th,  and  could  not  be  qualified.  I  was 
allowed  three  days  on  another  check-roll.  I  was  also  allowed  two 
days  when  I  had  been  to  Huntingdon,  at  the  general  election.  They 
were  inlei>ded  to  supply  two  of  the  days  I  had  lost  in  July.  I  was 
not  on  the  public  works  those  days.  I  was  sent  on  the  day 
of  the  Inspectors'  election  to  the  store  of  Fishei  &  M’Murlrie, 
for  groceries.  I  was  a  boss  under  Fenlon.  1  discovered  on  the 
Aujiusl  check  roll  of  James  Fenlon,  that  Adam  Ream  had  been  al¬ 
lowed  27  days,  as  a  laboring  hand.  Ream  drove  a  team  for  Mr. 
F'  ulon.  I  asked  Esq.  Law.  clerk  for  Fenlon,  why  it  had  been  placed 
th  ore.  and  whether  they  were  alltnved  for  their  teamsters.  Mr.  Law 
replied,  he  thought  not  ;  he  considered  it  wrong,  but  was  ordered  to 
place  it  upcm  the  check-roll.  I  understood  that  this  was  done  by  Mr, 
Fenlon’s  orders.  Some  davs  the  team  would  be  divided,  and  two 
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Iiorses  supplied  with  a  teamster.  These  teamsters  got  credit  on  the 
check-roll.  It  was  Fenlon’s  team  they  drove.  Mr.  Fenlon  told  me  that 
Bran  riff,  who  drove  one  of  his  teams  occasionally,  must  be  placed  upon 
the  check*ro!l,  the  same  as  another  hand.  I  kept  a  daily  check  roll  of 
the  number  of  hands  at  work  under  me, and  other  bosses  did  the  same. 

/  .These  check-rolls  were  handed  to  Mr.  Law  every  evening,  generally, 
/  ^“^J.entered  by  him  on  the  general  check-roll.  Mr.  Fenlon  was  gen- 
^ifally  with  us.  Some  tinnes  he  was  absent  seven,  eight  or  ten  days, 
I  was  not  present  when  Fenlon  made  oath  to  his  check-rolls.  The 
same  custom  as  to  keeping  check-rolls,  was  observed  on  Mr.  M’Con- 
nel’s  division.  The  duty  of  a  foreman  is  to  superintend  the  work, 
lay  it  out,  and  be  present  at  the  work.  I  suppose  the  hands  who  left 
our  job,  and  went  to  Huntingdon  to  the  inspectors’  election,  acted 
under  Mr.  Fenlon’s  orders.  No  one  else  could  have  had  the  authority. 
There  were  some  of  the  State  hands  went  to  work  with  Mr.  Hail  man, 
in  his  harvest  field.  They  were  allowed  their  time  on  the  check-roll 
for  this  time.  Two  hands  harvested  with  Mr.  Boyle,  and  were  also 
allowed  on  the  check-roll.  I  cannot  tell  whether  Hailman  and  Boyle 
were  charged  with  this  or  not.  Barney  Duffy,  a  foreman,  it  was 
said  was  to  take  a  ‘‘drove”  down  to  Huntingdon  to  the  election.  I 
do  not  think  Barney  went, 

THOS:  L.  STATFS. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  25th  July,  1839,  before  Geo.  R.  Espy. 

Henky  Neff,  affirmed. — This  check  roll  (marked  A)  is  the  check 
roll  of  John  H.  Stonebreaker,  a  foreman  on  the  Juniata  breach, 
sworn  to  this  day  before  Samuel  Caldwell,  Esq.  The  two  parts  of 
the  check  roll  were  separate  a  couple  of  hours  ago,  they  were  attach¬ 
ed  previous  to  Stonebreaker’s  making  oath.  The  heading  of  the 
lower  was  cut  off  previous  to  being  attached.  The  erasures  of  John 
McElroy  and  William  Sneath,  were  made  by  Stonebreaker,  about  two 
hours  ago.  John  H.  Stonebreaker,  I  suppose,  drew  a  pen  over  the 
$11  25  opposite  John  McElroy,  and  $11  25  opposite  William  Sneath, 
to-day,  since  we  came  here.  The  names  of  John  McElroy  and  Wm. 
Sneath  were  crossed  on  this  check  roll  by  John  H.  Stonebreaker, 
since  it  was  brought  here  to-day.  This  check  roll  purports  to  be  for 
December,  1838.  Part  of  the  check  roll  was  made  out  in  my  store. 
I  cannot  identify  the  part  precisely.  It  was  made  out  by  John  H. 
Stonebreaker,  it  is  in  his  hand  writing.  I  heard  Stonebreaker  say, 
that  he  had  placed  the  names  of  John  McElroy  and  William  Sneath, 
upon  the  check  roll,  in  my  store.  I  did  not  see  him  place  them  there. 
It  is  the  same  oath  that  John  H.  Stonebreaker  made  oath  to  this  day. 
The  reason  this  check  roll  was  left  with  me  is,  some  of  the  laboring 
men  wanted  their  pay,  and  in  order  to  ascertain  the  time  I  procured 
the  check  roll  It  was  left  with  me  either  by  Stonebreaker  or  Keath. 
I  do  not  think  the  names  were  all  pul  on  the  roll  at  the  same  tinie. 
John  H.  Stonebreaker  told  me  frequently,  before  to-day,  he  would  be 
qualified  to  the  check  roll  almost  any  tune  it  would  suit.  I  think  there 
was  work  done  on  the  repairs  in  December,  but  do  not  recollect  to 
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have  seen  it  done.  These  two  rolls  were  brought  to  me  as  labor  dona 
in  December,  when  it  was  done  I  cannot  tell.  I  dirt  not  pay  John 
McElroy  or  William  Sneaih.  1  did  not  pay  John  McGarey,  I  think. 
1  paid,  those  I  did  pay,  out  of  my  own  funds.  I  have  received  no 
money  on  this  check  roll.  Mr.  Steel  advised  me  to  get  the  check  roll 
and  get  the  hands  to  sign  it.  I  know  William  Sneath,  I  do  not  think 
he  was  in  this  neighborhobd  in  December.  At  the  lime  of  the  Inspec¬ 
tors  election,  Sneath  got  into  a  scrape — a  warrant  was  taken  out  for 
him  and  he  absconded.  I  do  not  recollect  whether  I  was  in  the  store 
when  John  McElroy  signed  his  name  to  the  check  roll.  To  the  best 
of  my  belief  this  is  McElroy’s  band  writing — I  could  not  say  p  silive- 
ly.  There  was  no  name  on  the  check  roll  which  Stonebreaker  want¬ 
ed  me  not  to  pay.  Neither  Wm.  Sneath  nor  McElroy  ever  called  on 
me  for  any  pay  on  this  check  roll.  Robert  Lytle,  Sen.  was  engaged 
on  the  canal  some  way,  do  not  know  his  precise  business.  Provisions 
and  bedding,  and  I  think  some  shovels  were  got  out  of  my  store  and 
used  on  the  public  works.  Mr-  Whittaker,  I  think,  told  me  to  let 
them  have  what  they  wanted.  Some  of  the  hands  I  paid  off  were 
indebted  to  me  at  the  store.  I  should  have  had  just  as  much  reason 
to  pay  Sneath  and  McElroy  their  amounts  on  the  check  rolls  as  those 
of  any  others,  but  they  never  called  upon  me.  This  is  the  25th  July,. 
1839. 

HENRY  NEFF- 

Sworn  and  subscribed,  July  25f  1839,  before  Geo.  R.  Espy. 

Henry  Neff — Recnlled — [Continued.]  Nicholas  Hewitt,  Junr. 
named  at  the  head  of  the  check-roll,  was  stricken  out.  and  that  of 
John  Whittaker  inserted  this  day  by  John  H.  Stonebreaker.  This 
was  done  after  the  hands  had  signed  it  I  was  present  to-day  when 
Stonebreaker  called  upon  AFElroy  and  wanted  to  know  the  time  he 
had  worked.  M*  Elroy  said  3^  or  4^  days.  I  think  these  alterations 
in  the  check-roll  were  made  afterwards,  but  am  not  positive.  There 
are  29  names  on  the  check-roll  receipted  now :  no  receipts  have  been 
given  since  it  has  been  sworn  to. 

HENRY  NEFF- 

Sworn  and  Subscribed,  July  25th,  1839,  before  Geo.  R,  Espy. 


James  Gillam — Sworn*  I  worked  on  the  Canal  at  Piper’s  dam* 
under  A.  H.  Brown,  principal  foreman,  part  of  the  months  of  Augus^ 
and  September.  Some  of  the  proceedings  I  did  not  consider  alto*-' 
gether  right.  I  v/as  sent  out  to  buy  oats.  My  time  went  on,  on  the 
check-roll,  while  1  was  out  buying  oats.  I  bought  the  oats  for  Mr. 
Brown,  the  foreman.  He  sent  me.  While  1  was  up  at  Shavers- 
creek  Samuel  Musser  offered  to  sell  me  1  or  200  bushels  of  oats  — 
provided  1  would  take  one  beef,  weighing  as  he  supposed  400  pounds, 
at  six  cents  per  pound.  Musser  said  he  would  engage  ii  to  be  g  od 
fat  beef.  I  told  him  I  was  not  authorised  to  bay  any  beef,  but  that 
I  would  mention  it  to  Mr.  Blown,  if  he  would  agree  to  take  it,  word 
might  be  sent.  I  mentioned  it  to  Mr.  Brown  on  my  return  to  the 
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Shantee,  who  said  it  is  a  hard  case,  that  he  wanted  the  oats  badly 
that  they  were  not  allowed  to  buy  beef  of  the  fanners  at  6  cents  pe 
pound,  and  had  to  pay  7?  to  the  Freedley’s.  butchers  in  Huntingdon 
I  heard  VI  r.  Brown  and  Samuel  Drake,  another  of  the  foremen,  com 
plain  that  they  were  compelled  to  take  beef  of  the  Freedley’s,  whe 
it  was  not  needed-  The  beef  of  iMusser  was  not  taken.  Mr.  Brow 
gave  me  to  understand  that  Capt.  Whittaker,  the  Supervisor,  woul 
not  allow  them  to  buy  beef  ol  any  one  but  the  Freedley’s.  hi 
provision  and  manner  of  living  at  the  Shaniees,  was  very  indifferent 
I  bought  in  eggs,  butter,  &c.  The  flour  I  dont  know  where  it  came 
from.  I  considered  that  there  was  a  great  deal  of  extravagance,  more 
so  than  would  be  done  at  home  by  a  private  man.  We  hail  four  bosses 
on  one  division.  A.  H  Brown,  Samuel  Drake,  Wm.  Hampson  and 
William  Utley.  I  should  suppose  there  were  from  8  to  10,0t>0  feet 
of  lumber  in  the  State  Shantees  at  that  dam.  I  furnished  part  of  it 
myself.  For  half  priced  boards  I  got  50  cents  per  100,  and  was  paid 
for  hauling  them  there.  One  and  a  quarter  inch  boards  $1,25  per 
100  and  paid  for  hauling  The  price  of  hauling  allowed  me  vras 
$4,00  per  day  for  a  two-horse  team.  I  do  not  know  to  whom  the 
Shantees  were  sold,  norat  what  price.  I  lived  6  miles  from  the  dam, 
but  had  to  haul  the  lumber  around  by  Huntingdon.  'Phe  lumber  I 
delivered  w  iS  pretty  dry.  Mr.  Brown  gave  me  an  order  for  the  lum¬ 
ber  on  Majoi  Steel.  I  was  allowed  on  the  check-roll,  the  price  for 
hauling.  Whittaker  certified  to  the  correctness  of  the  order  on  Steel* 
I  do  not  know  whether  he  saw  the  lumber  hauled-  When  Mr.  Whit¬ 
taker  certified  to  the  correctness  of  the  bills  for  lumber,  I  do  notknow 
he  had  any  other  knowledge  of  the  lumber  hrving  been  delivered, 
except  Mr.  Brown’s  order.  Toward  the  1  st  of  my  working  under 
Mr.  Brown,  he  told  me  they  had  a  mind  to  hire  a  parcel  of  young  men 
and  place  them  at  the  big  dam  below  Huntingdon,  to  start  a  job  there, 
in  order  to  strengthen  the  Inspector’s  election  in  the  borough  of  Hunt- 
ingdori.  He  wanted  me  to  go  out  into  the  c«)unlry  and  hire  as  many 
young  men  as  I  could  for  that  purpose :  gave  me  to  understand  that 
I  should  not  lose  my  time.  I  refused,  as  I  considered  it  wrong. — 
Brown  said  I  should  procure  as  many  as  I  could.  There  was  no 
work  going  on  there  at  that  time.  I  understood  that  a  number  of  men 
were  to  be  taken  off  the  public  works  and  have  a  small  bundle  of 
clothes  washed  at  Huntingdon,  that  there  might  be  no  objection  made 
to  their  votes-  Hands  were  discfiarged  by  Mr.  Brown,  on  account 
of  their  politics  it  was  said  by  Wlfittfiker’s  orders.  'I'hey  gave  me 
charge  of  a  big  fiat  below  the  breast  of  the  dam.  They  discharged 
all  the  Porter  mpii-  There  was  no  other  o’jection  to  them.  They 
were  as  good  as  were  on  the  flat. 

John  (t.  Stewart,  one  of  the  foremoo  above  u.s,  came  down  to 
Piper’s  dam,  sometime  in  Septemhei .  and  asked  me  whether  I  had 
beard  of  the  pro  damation  that  came  along  the  lines.  1  asked  him 
Whether  it  was.  concerning  the  discharge  of  the  Porter  men.  Hr 
replied  ves.  and  I  said  I  had  heard  it.  He  ashed  rne  wheth<‘r  it  vvr 
not  a  hard  ca.se;  I  answered  it  really  was.  He  said  he  went  to  I 
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rtien  and  told  them  to  go  and  demand  a  se-ilemenl  and  not  suffer  them- 
jelves  to  be  di'charged — ihai  ili*‘re  was  no  other  alternative.  ISiewart 
was  a  foreman.  Robert  was  the  principal  foreman.  ]  heard 

Mr.  Brown  say  that  if  they  could  cany  the  inspectors  election  at 
Huntingdon,  it  would  tell  five  ihniusand  vcties  through  the  stale.  The 
general  impression  was  that  David  Mulrie,  Jr.  was  appointed  com. 
missary  at  Huntingdon.  I  lizard  a  good  deal  of  grumbling  on  the 
subject.  I  understood  a  lot  of  cattle  was  purchased  by  Freedley  and 
Whittaker — heard  it  was  purcnased  at  a  high  [trice. 

JAVIES  GILLAM. 

Sworn  and  subscribed,  Jul\  25ih,  IW39,  before  Geo.  R.  Espy. 

James  Johnson,  — I  had  a  team  ol'four  hoises  on  the  Juniata 
break  in  the  months  of  July,  August  and  September,  at  the  dam  bo« 
low  Water  street,  under  John  11.  Stonebieaker,  who  was  foreman. 
My  team  worked  ten  and  a  hall  days  m  July,  twenty-five  and  a  half 
or  twenty-five  and  three  quarter  days  in  August,  and  as  near  as  I  can 
recollect,  fdnr  and  a  half  days  in  September.  There  were  three 
different  men  employed  by  me  to  drive  team.  John  Moss,  John  Gwin, 
Philip  Styers.  I  received  only  fur  four  and  a  half  days  pay  n  fhe 
month  of  'September.  The  name  signed  on  the  check  roll  lor  Sep¬ 
tember,  is  my  signature,  f  did  not  receive  the  fourteen  and  a  half 
days  as  marked  on  the  check  roll — but  only  four  and  a  half  days.  I 
got  $27  for  that  check  r<»ll  in  the  evening.  Ido  not  know  whether 
the  marks  were  carried  out  upon  fhe  check  roll.  I  went  to  Petersburg 
to  work  the  5ih  of  September.  I  vyas  doing  a  separate  job  f)f  work 
after  I  w'ent  there,  at  the  basin.  That  was  a  separate  contract  taken  by 
Dr.  Correll  and  myself,  at  a  public  letting.  After  1  removed  to  Peters¬ 
burg,  I  think  my  team  did  about  one  and  a  half  days  work  on-  the 
5tate  work,  which  is  included  in  the  fliur  and  a  half  days  I  have  men* 
tioned.  I  do  not  know  how  it  came  to  be  carried  out  $>4  on  the  check 
roll,  when  I  received  hut  S27.  John  H.  Sionebreaker  paid  me  the 
money.  When  1  got  the  money  it  was  about  as  late  as  it  was  pos* 
sidle  to  do  work  without  a  candle. 

JAMES  JOHNSON. 

Sworn  and  subscribed.  July  25,  1839,  before  Geo.  R  Espy. 

John  S.  M’Elroy,  sworn  ~\  was  engaged  on  the  public  works 
under  John  H.  Stonebreaker.  I  worked  either  three  and  a  h<tlf  or 
four  and  a  half  days,  some  time  in  August  I  gave  John  Gentry  an 
otder  for  the  aiDount  due  me  on  the  August  cht;ek-roII.  Gentry  re¬ 
ceipted  It  or  me  Thai  wa.-;  all  the  work  I  done — tliese  three  and  a 
half  or  four  and  a  halfdays.  1  saw  to-dav,  in  the  hands  of  Henry 
Neff,  the  check  roll  of  Stonebreaker  f>r  the  month  of  December,  on 
which  tny  name  stands  with  $11  25  appended.  The  pay  for  the 
three  and  a  half  or  four  and  a  httll  days,  included  all  the  time  I  had 
been  engaged  upon  the  public  woiks.  1  signed  the  December  check- 
roll,  produced  here  by  Mr.  Henry  Neff.  I  never  received  one  cent 
of  the  $i  1  2  char  ed  in  that  check-roll  against  the  commonwealth. 
Stonebreaker  called  me  into  Mr.  Neff^s  store,  and  said,  you  have 
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®ever  signed  this  check-roll.  I  asked  him  whether  Gentry  had  DOS 
signed  it :  he  said  yes,  but  he  said  he  wanted  me  to  sign  it.  I  asked 
him  why?  he  replied  his  business  could  not  be  settled  until  1  signed 
this  check-roll.  I  asked  Stonebreaker  whether  he  had  the  August 
check-roll  there:  he  said  he  bad.  I  signed  my  name.  My  impres¬ 
sion  from  what  Stonebreaker  told  me  was,  that  i  vvas  signing  the 
August  check -roll.  He  said  nothing  about  $11  25.  I  did  not  scratch 
my  name,  and  the  marks  and  compensation  opposite,  off  the  Decem¬ 
ber  check-roll.  I  did  not  authorize  any  one  to  do  it.  I  think  it  was 
in  December  that  Stonebreaker  called  me  in,  and  I  signed  thftt  check- 
roll. 

JOHN  S.  M’ELROY. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  July  25lh,  1839,  before  Geo.  R.  Espy. 


Willi AK  Sneath,  sworn — I  did  not  work  in  December  last  under 
John  H.  Stonebreaker.  I  worked  some  time  in  August,  but  not  in 
December.  I  was  paid  off  for  what  I  worked  in  August?  and  signed 
the  August  check-roll.  I  did  not  receive  the  money  until  Saturday 
before  the  election  in  October.  /  did  not  work  under  Stonebreaker 
in  September,  I  was  not  here  in  that  month  at  all.  I  did  not  receive 
the  $19  50  on  the  September  check-roll.  I  made  my  mark  on  one 
check-roll,  but  only  received  $4  50  on  it.  James  and  George,  my 
brothers,  and  myself  received  either  $17  or  $23  for  all  the  work  we 
done  under  Stonebreaker,  except  the  $4  50  I  have  mentioned.  I  am 
confident  that  the  $19  50  charged  on  John  H.  Stonebreaker’s  check- 
roll  for  September,  was  not  received  by  me,  or  any  one  for  me,  nor 
any  part  of  It,  as  I  was  not  here  at  all  in  Septemoer.  I  was  chopping 
wood  for  Shounoucer  and  Royer,  at  the  Cove  Forge,  this  side  of 
Williamsburg,  during  that  month.  I  did  not  know,  until  I  saw  it 
to-day,  that  Stonebreaker  had  put  me  down  in  his  September  check- 
roll  for  thirteen  days.  I  never  thought  the  like  that  my  name  was  in 
the  September  check-roll  at  all. 

WILLIAM  SNEATH. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  July  25th,  1839,  before  Geo.  R.  Espy. 


Thomas  Whittaker,  sworn, — I  was  employed  on  the  Juniata 
break  of  the  Pennsylvania  canal  last  summer.  On  the  division  of 
which  William  Reed  was  supervisor.  John  H,  Stonebreaker  was 
the  foreman.  I  commenced  about  the  7th  of  July.  My  business  was 
to  keep  the  shantee,  I  did  not  serve  as  a  day  labourer.  John 
Whittaker  and  James  Steele  came  to  the  shantee  to  pay  part  of  the 
1st  month.  They  then  allowed  me  the  same  pay  as  a  common  la¬ 
bourer,  viz:  $1,25  cents  per  day,  deducting  30  cents  for  boarding. 
Mr.  Steel  paid  us  part  of  the  first  month.  He  was  to  be  back  month, 
ly  to  pay  off  the  hands.  I  did  not  see  him  on  the  work  afterwards. 
My  name  and  receipt  were  always  placed  upon  the  check  roll. 
John  H.  Stonebreaker  said  he  wondered  why  St^l  did  not  bring  the 
money,  and  would  occasionally  go  to  Huntingdon.  On  his  return  he 
would  generally  say,  that  he  had  got  a  little  money  and  pay  it  out  to 
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some  of  the  hands.  Stonebi  eaker  generaffy  said  that  he  was  scarce 
of  money  till  Steel  would  come  up.  Samuel  Steel  the  clerk  of  James 
Steel  came  up  once  with  a  velice,  he  said  it  contained  money.  Sam¬ 
uel  Steel  slept  in  the  room  with  us  that  night.  Samuel  Steel  paid 
no  mo' ey  to  the  hands.  He  left  it  with  John  H.  Stonebreaker.  I 
did  not  know,  whether  John  H.  Stonebreaker  paid  it  <»ut.  He  might 
liave  paid  out  some  of  it.  I  went  to  Huntingdon  frequently  while  I 
kept  the  shantee.  I  went  often  on  my  own  business.  John  H. 
Stonebreaker  told  me  he  had  never  deducted  me  any  time, — that  I 
was  privileged.  I  generally  asked  him,  when  I  went  away,  whether 
he  would  deduct  any  time,  he  told  me  he  would  not,  and  at  the  final 
settlement  he  told  me  he  had  made  no  deduction.  Provisions  were 
generally  kept  at  the  ware  house.  A  short  distance  from  the  shantee. 
I  had  the  key  at  first,  but  after  some  time  John  H.  Stonebreaker  took 
it.  There  was  fish,  flour,  bacon,  A:c.  in  the  ware  house.  Stone¬ 
breaker  would  generally  send  one  of  the  hands  for  provisions.  John 
H.  Stonebreaker  generally  took  things  to  his  own  house  from  the 
warehouse.  He  took  any  thing  home  he  wanted.  Every  Saturday 
evening  he  took  meat.  Whenever  we  got  a  hog,  he  would  select 
choice  pieces  for  himself  and  take  them  home.  Frequently  John  H. 
Slonebreaker’s  son  came  down  with  his  fathers  team  he  would  load 
it  with  provisions  and  take  it  home.  I  recollect  of  his  taking  a  bag  of 
coffee.  These  provisions  had  been  bought  for  the  use  of  the  com¬ 
monwealth.  John  H.  Stonebreaker  lived  about  six  and  three  quar- 
'  ters  of  a  mile  from  the  shantee.  John  H.  Stonebreaker  went  to 
Huntingdon,  bought  coffee,  &c.  at  Mr.  Mutrie’s  and  Fisher’s  store, 
and  took  it  home.  The  cart  that  he  used  was  one  of  those  employed 
on  the  state  works.  The  bag  of  coffee  he  took  home  was  one  of  the 
largest  size. 

Old  John  Stonebreaker  had  at  no  time  a  team  upon  the  public 
works.  I  do  not  know  that  he  ever  owned  one.  John  H.  Stone¬ 
breaker  at  one  time  assorted  the  potatoes  in  the  VVare-house  and 
Shantee.  He  took  home  a  barrel  of  potatoes  at  one  time.  A  large 
<juantity  in  a  bag  at  another  time,  and  all  the  seed  potatoes.  I  know 
a  man  by  the  name  of  Michael  Fox  ;  he  was  a  very  quarrelsome 
fellow,  and  I  refused  boarding  him  in  the  Shantee.  He  was  at  work 
under  John  H.  Stonebreaker.  I  do  not  think  he  could  have  been  there 
a  week.  I  am  confident  that  old  John  Stonebreaker  had  not  a  horse 
and  cart  on,  or  employed  upon,  the  public  works.  I  live  within  five 
miles  of  old  Mr.  Stonebreaker.  In  the  summer  of  1838,  some  of  the 
hands  were  taken  off  the  public  works  to  the  farm  of  George  Davis.— - 
Stonebreaker  said,  Davis  is  a  damned  clever  fellow  and  we  must  give 
him  some  hands.  They  were  gone  a  few  days,  I  remember  William 
Griffin  and  I  think  William  Burke.  I  am  not  certain  of  Burke.  I  can¬ 
not  recollect  the  number.  They  went  by  the  direction  of  John  H. 
Stoneibreaker.  Burke  was  a  carpenter.  Griffin  was  a  carpenter  also. 
I  do  not  know  the  price  given  to  carpenters  on  the  public  works.  The 
general  price  paid  to  a  man  that  works  in  harvest  was  75  cents.  John 
H.  Stonebreaker  had  no  horse  and  cart  oft  the  public  works  any 


lime  whatever.'  I  was  on  the  work  during  the  whole  time.  IT  Stone-' 
breaker  would  have  had  a  horse  and  cart  employed  on  the  pul)!i(? 
works,  I  must  have  know  i  it.  He  had  no  horse  and  cart  there  during 
the  month  of  July,  and  at  no  other  time.  1  am  certain  John  H.  Stone- 
breaker  did  not  perform  iho  service  with  the  horse  and  cart,  for  which 
he  has  receipted  J620  25  upon  his  check- roll.  I  never  knew  John  H. 
Stonebreaker  to  own  a  horse  and  cart.  I  knew  John  Coonrod:  he  is 
a  brother-in-law  of  John  H.  Stonebreaker.  He  hauied  stones  at  tbs' 
Water-street  dam.  He  had  a  very  indifferent  team.  I’here  were  two' 
horses  in  it.  This  was  the  only  team  that  John  Coonrod  had  upon? 
the  public  works.  There  was  but  one  tohn  Coonrod  on  this  work. 
He  always  drove  his  own  team.  John  H.  Stonebreaker  never  drove  a 
team  on  the  public  works.  I  know  that  there  were  hands  taken  awny 
from  here  to  the  Huntingdon  dim,  to  carry  the  Inspector’s  dection-  la 
Huntingdon.  Two  of  them  I  recollect  were  Samuel  Shaffer  and  Pe  er 
Shaffer.  They  were  gone  about  3  days.  Those  that  went  started 
before  day  light  on  Thursday  mornii^g,  I  cannot  tell  the  day  they 
returned.  I  sa  w  one  of  the  States  hogsheads  in  John  H.  Stonebreaker’® 
cellar.  U  was  one  of  those  which  were  in  the  Ware-house.  I  do  not 
know  what  it  conta  ned.  There  never  was  a  barrel  of  flour  brought 
from  John  H.  Sionebreaker’s  house  down  to  the  Shantecs — not  a 
pound  that  I  know  of.  I  bought  part  of  a  barrel  of  flour  from  John 
H.  Stonebreaker,  at  our  settlement,  after  the  public  work  had  been 
finished.  He  gave  me  flour  to  the  amount  of  four  {lt»Hars  or  upwards. 
The  flour  was  in  the  public  shantee.  John  H.  Stonebreaker  to-  k  the 
boards  of  the  carpenter’s  ahe^d  home  to  his  house.  There  was  no  sale 
of  lumber  after  the  work  was  done,  I  am  co'nfident  there  was  no  man 
calling  himseif  John  vviUiams'tii  at  w^rk  under  John  H.  Stonebreaker. 
— Jf)hn  H.  Stonebreaker  had  two  hogs  killed  by  the  State  hands  at 
the  public  shantee,  and  taken  home  to  his  house,  'fhey  were  got,  I 
believe,  from  Mr.  Fetierhoff. 

THOMAS  H.  WHITTAKER. 
Sworn  and  Subscribed  before  Geo.  R.  Espy. 

Robert  Lytle, — I  was  inCincmnati  at  thetimethe  hreakoc- 
curred.  After,  my  refui  n  Mr.  Whittaker  superiniendent,  requested  me 
to  attend  occasionally  and  superintend  the  job.  I  was  to  receive  $2  per 
day  for  the  lime  employed.  1  was  not  on  the  work  all  the  time.  I 
think  I  continued  in  November.  I  ihink  in  August  I  attended  nearly 
every  day.  In  September,  I  think  I  must  have  been  there  neatly  aik 
the  time.  It  was  my  place  to  see  that  the  work  was  well  dune.  It. 
was  both  stone  and  wfvod  work  that  I  superintended.  John  Smiley 
was  at  work  at  the  aqueofuct.  Adam  Kietli  at  the  dam.  Both  mas¬ 
ter  masons.  I  never  worked  at  stone  masonry.  I  cannot  say  ihatli 
understood  mason  work  partienUrly  well.  I  think  Mr.  'faylor  had 
charge  of  the  dams,  as  one  of  the  bosses.  1  made  objections  to  somO' 
of  the  lock  work,  and  frequently  gave  them  my  advice.  At  th*^-  aque¬ 
duct  job  I  look  no  control  of  the  wood  work  as  I  did  not  consider  my¬ 
self  a  good  judge  of  that  kind  of  work.  I  was  spoken  toby  Mr.  Baily 
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•the  engineer  on  the  line,  to  serve.  1  never  had  any  intimation  that 
the  Canal  Commissioners  wanted  my  appointment.  I  never  kept  the 
lime  of  the  hands.  I  handed  tiie  account  of  my  time  !<»  .lohn  H.  Stone- 
breaker.  He  was  manager  at  the  dam.  Mr.  Sioneineaker  paid  me, 
I  think  three  times.  1  think  1  gave  Mr.  Steel  orders  to  receive  at 
two  other  times.  I  had  no  other  duty  assigned  me,  but  occasionally 
went  for  stuff.  I  never  acted  as  clerk  for  the  supervisor,  Mr.  Whit¬ 
taker.  I  have  not  been  engaged  in  any  business  for  some  time.  I 
was  two  or  three  days  at  Hantingdon  at  the  August  court.  I  was 
not  paid  for  that  time.  During  the  time  I  was  employed  upon  the 
canal,  I  was  collector  of  school  and  county  ta.v,  for  the  township  of 
Porter.  I  am  collector  at  present.  The  county  tax  I  collected 
might  have  been  $400.  School  tex  perhaps  more,  am  not  certain. 
J  think  1  had  collected  $65,  at  the  last  August  court.  I  think  I  paid 
over  about  $200  at  the  November  court,  I  do  not  know  what  name 
to  give  the  office  1  held.  I  boarded  at  home  in  Alexandria. 

RCBER'P  LYTLE. 

Sworn  and  subscribed,  July  26th,  1839,  before  Geo.  R.  ‘Espy. 

George  Matten,  sworn* — I  v/as  hauling  goods  from  Hunt¬ 

ington  to  Hollidaysburg,  for  one  of  the  boat  lines,  last  fall,  about  the 
election.  I  think  after  the  election.  Stoneb/eaker  saw  me  at  the 
Water  Street  dam  on  my  way  to  Huntingdon,  and  requested  me  or. 
my  return  to  come  by  way  of  John  Neft’s  mill  and  bring  along 'sixteen 
barrels  of  flour.  I  brought  the  flour  to  the  shantee.  Eight  barrels 
of  it  Mr.  Adam  Eieth  and  mvself  unloaded  tlierD.  The  other  ei<jrht 
barrels  I  took  to  John  H.  Slonebreakef’s  -house.  He  as:.isied  in  un¬ 
loading  it.  Stoi\ebreaker  asked  me  the*  charge  for  hauling  it.  I 
charged  him  $2,^0  as  near  as  I  can  recollect.  He  told  me  that 
some  day  or  other  I  should  comedown  and  receipt  for  it.  1  have  not 
yet  done  so.  T  know  John  Conrad,  he  lives  within  three  quarters  of 
a  mile  of  me.  He  is  John  H.  Sronebreaker’s  brother  inlaw.  I  be¬ 
lieve  Conrad  had  a  team  on  the  public  works.  I  never  heard  of  his 
having  two  teams.  1  live  wuthin  two  miles  of  John  H.  Stonebreaker. 
It  was  as  near  as  I  can  recollect  at  the  last  April  eenrt  when  John  H. 
Stonebreaker’s  house  was  burnt.  I  got  wo  loading  at  Huntingdon, 
and  in  consequence  brought  the  flour  from  Neff’s  mill. 

GEORGE  W.  MAPTEN. 

Sworn  and  subscribed,  July  26,  1839,  before ‘Geo.  R.  Espy. 

Margaret  Whittaker,  sworn. — 'I  was  employed  on  the  public 
works,  together  with  my  husband,  Thomas  Whittaker.  It  was  on 
the  division  of  which  John  H.  Stonebreaker  was  foreman.  We 
were  to  manage  the  State  shantee.  I  was  to  superintend  the  cooking 
principally.  I  commenced  on  the  7lh  day  of  July.  VVe  quit  about 
the  middle  of  December,  John  H.  Stonebreaker  laid  in  the  provis¬ 
ions.  They  were  all  kept  either  in  the  shantee  or  in  Jeremiah  Cun- 
ningliam’s  ware-house.  I  know  of  no  person  taking  provisions  away 
from  the  work,  except  the  Stonehreakers.  I  saw  John  H.  Stone- 
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l>reaker  take  a  number  of  things  away  from  the  shantee  and  from  thd“ 
ware-house.  Old  Mr,  Stonebreaker  (the  father  of  John  H.  Stone- 
breaker,)  and  the  son  of  John  H.  Stonebreaker,  take  away  at  one 
time  a  barrel  of  fibur,  a  barrel  of  fish  and  a  quantity  of  bacon.  These 
articles  were  taken  away  in  a  one-horse  waggon.  John  H.  Stone¬ 
breaker  was  with  them  at  the  ware-house  when  it  was  taken.  This 
happened  either  in  July  or  August.  John  il.  Stonebreaker  got  the 
key  out  of  the  office  kept  by  Jeremiah  Cunningham,  who  was  writing 
for  H.  Stonebreaker.  JoKn  H.  Stonebreaker  biought,  or  had 
brought  a  keg  to  the  ware-house.  The  keg  was  filled  out  of  a  barrel 
of  molasses  belonging'  to  the  State,  and  taken  away  I  am  confident 
that  John  H.  Stonebreaker  took  this  keg  of  molasses  home.  This 
also  happened  either  in  July  or  August.  There  vcere  also  taken 
away  a  quantity  of  potatoes  in  a  fiour  barrel.  These  were  sene 
aw'ay  by  John  H,  Stonebreaker  in  the  team  drove  down  by  his  son. 
They  were  good  potatoes,  such  as  we  used.  I  had  never  refused 
cooking  them.  John  H.  Stonebreaker  placed  the  barrel  with  the 
potatoes  on  the  wagon  at  the  shantee  door.  I  think  in  September  lots 
of  fresh  beef  were  takem  to  his  house  by  John  H.  Stonebreaker,  iJe 
had  it  tied  up  in  a  cloth.  Beef  was  taken  away  frequently;  when 
Stonebreaker  did  not  take  it  away  himself,  it  was  sent  on  his  brother- 
in-law,  John  Conrad’s  waggon.  I  think  beef  was  then  worth  from 
six  to  eight  cents  per  pound.  We  generally  got  the  beef  from  Wil¬ 
liam  Love,  above  Water  Street.  John  FI.  Stonebreaker  told  me  to 
take  care  of  the  tallow — this  he  also  took  home.  Fie  took  one  cake 
weighing  twenty-t\vo  pounds,  himself;  another  weighing  twenty 
pounds  he  took  to  the  office,  and  said  he  would  send  it  home  in  Mr* 
.Conrad’s  waggon.  I  weighed  these  cakes  myself. 

Stonebreaker  also  brought  a  cask  from  the  vi'afe  house  and  told 
me  to  fill  it  with  skimmed  fat,  that  he  would  send  it  home.  I  filled 
the  cask  but  did  not  let  him  have  it,  as  Mr.  Whittaker  told  me  that 
should  belong  to  me.  John  H'.  Stonebreaker,  towards  fall,  took  home 
several  loti  of  pork.  It  was  either  the  last  of  October  or  in  Novern- 
ber.  lie  never  weighe'^d  any  of  the  meat  he  took  away.  Mr.  Taylor, 
the  boss  carpenter,  and  .myself,  weighed  half  a  hog — I  do  not  recollect 
the  weight.  It  was  in  pr  etty  good  order,  it  was  put  into  a  bag  and 
taken  away  by  John  H.  fci?ltonebreaker.  I  am  confident  it  was  not. 
used  by  the  state  hands.  John  FI.  Stonebreaker  also  took  away  a  bag 
of  coffee  and  a  large  box  of  tea — this  he  had  brought  by  James 
Meian,  in  a  cart  from  Huntingdon.  It  was  brought  in  one  of  the 
stale  carts,  and  brought  with  some  iron.  It  was  sal  under  a  table 
that  we  used  for  working  our  bread  on.  John  H.  Stonebreaker  told 
me  not  to  use  any  of  it — that  he  wanted  to  fake  it  home.  Some  of 
the  coffee  was  spilled  into  the  cart :  this  John  H.  Stonebreaker  gather¬ 
ed  up  and  brought  it  into  the  shantee — he  told  me  to  make  use  of  this 
dirty  coffee  for  the  bands,  and  take  some  of  the  coffee  that  we  were 
using  and  put  it  into  his  bag,  to  make  up  for  the  dirty  coffee.  I  re¬ 
fused.  aud  told  him  his  women  had  as  much  time  to  clean  coffee  as  1 
fiad.  The  box  of  tea  was  a  very  large  one,  much  larger  than  we 
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were  accustomeiJ  to  get.  The  bag  of  coffee  was  a  very  large  one  ; 
tiaonot  tell  its  weighs.  The  tea  and  coffee  remained  there  belter  than 
a  week,  and  when  John  Conrad  returned  to  his  hf)me,  late  on  Satur- 
'day  evening,  when  Air.  Taylor  had  left,  John  H.  Stonebreaker  and 
Mr.  Conrad  put  it  on  Conrad’s  wagonand  look  it  away  :  I  underslocd 
Irom  Mr.  Taylor,  the  boss  carpenter,  that  these  goods  belonged  to  the 
state.  A  load  of  flour  was  brought  by  Mr.  Mattern,  f.om  Nefl‘’s  mill; 
eight  barrels  were  taken  into  our  shanfee :  there  were  more  barrels  in 
the  wagon,  wiiic.h  weretaken  loJtjhn  II.  Storiebteaker’s  house.  M'here 
never  was^any  flour  brought  to  the  shantee  from  John  II.  Stone- 
breaker’s  house  It  was  imposible  to  bring  flour  from  Stonebrenker’s 
house  to  the  shantee  without  rny  knowing- it.  In  the  fall  of  1838, 
after  we  got  new  potatoes,  John  H.  Stonebreaker  had  an  empty  flour 
barrel  filled  with  them;  it  was  put  on  Mr.  Conrad’s  wagon  and  taken 
ay'ay ;  Stonebreaker  assisted  in  loading.  He  also  filled  several  bags 
with  small  potatoes,  which  he  also  sent  away  on  Mr  Conrad’s  wagon 
at  the  same  time  ;  he  said  the  large  ones  he  would  use  and  the  small 
ones  keep  for  planting  the  next  year.  These  potatoes  were  brought  from 
Clearfield  county  and  paid  for  by-  the  slate;  they  were  very  scarce 
and  fetched  $1  I2h  per  bushel  ;  they  had  been  delivered  at  the  Shan- 
leo ;  there  never  were  any  potatoes  returned  from  Stenebreaker’s 
house  to  the  shantee.  The  same  keg  of  which  i  have  been  speaking, 
was  brought  down  from  Stonebreaker’s  house  to  the  shantee,  and 
filled  a  second  time  with  molasses  out  of  another  barrel  which  had  been 
got,  and  taken  away  by  Mr.  Conrad’s  wagon.  John  H.  Stonebreaker 
filled  it  himself^d  paid  me  twenty-five  cents  for  w'ashingeff  the  heads 
of  the  cask,  funnel  and  articles  he  had  been  using*in  filling  it.  The 
first  keg  he  filled  not  long  after  we  went  into  the  shantee,  the  last  one 
he  filled  some  time  before  he  left  it.  Two  shoafs,  which  were  in  the 
pen  afid  were  fed  on  the  offals,  were  killed  by  John  H.  Stonebreaker, 
lov;ards  the  laHer  end  of  December  and  taken  home.  Thistook  place 
alter  the  men  had  left  the  works,  except  two,  whon»  Stonebreaker  kept 
there  to  assist  in  killing.  These  men  were  Samuel  Shaffer  and  Peter 
Shaffer;  they  were  doing  no  other  labor;  they  were  waiting  for  their 
pay,  and  to  engage  in  the  killing.  They  were  kept  there  by  John  H. 
Stonebreaker.  They  were  not  engaged  on  the  public  works  at  that 
time.  It  was  not  long  before  Christmas  when  these  hogs  were  killed.. 
John  H.  Stonebreaker,  told  me,  after  the  election,  that  this  was  the 
last  chance  he  had  to  get  something,  as  the  other  party'  had  elected 
their  goverQor,  and  he  would  make  the  best  use  of  it.  I  do  not  know  that 
ih  ere  was  any  one  named  John  Will-ams,  who  worked  under  Stone¬ 
breaker.  There  was  no  sale  of  boards  or  lumber  at  the  shantee,  after 
the  work  was  done.  I  was  there  longer  than  Stonebreaker.  I  was 
present  when  J.  H.  Stonebreaker  sold  flour  to  my  husband,  after  the 
hands  had  left  us. 

MARGARET  WHITTAKERv 
Sworn  and  subscribed,  July  26,  1839,  before  Geo.  R.  Esfy. 


Robert  Lytle — [Recalled,  prodoced  his  memorafidum  or  book  of 
accounts.]  According  to  my  book  I  received  the  duplicate  to  collect 
tax  on  the  22d  of  July,  1838,  and  began  to  attend  on  the  canal  July 
23d,  1838,  wages  to  be  g2  per  day  when  engaged.  I  was  engaged 
by  VVhii taker  the  week  before  I  received  the  duplicate.  In  July,  ac¬ 
cording  to  my  book,  I  was  engaged  7  days,  commencing  the  23d. 

1  was  during  that  time  engaged  on  the  public  works.  In  the  month 
of  August,  according  to  my  book,  I  was  engaged  28  days,  which  I 
have  charged  the  canal.  I  sold  oats  on  the  29th  September,  at  62| 
cents  per  bushel.  In  the  month  of  September  I  have  charged  the  canal 
22  days.  In  October  I  charged  23  days.  In  November  I  have  charged 
20  days.  The  amount  I  received  from  the  commonwealth  is  as  fol¬ 
lows  :  For  attendance  on  the  works  $190  for  400  feet  boards  $3 — 
making  together  8193.  For  the  time  I  have  charged  the  common¬ 
wealth,  I  believe  I  devoted  my  whole  time  to  the  service  of  the  com¬ 
monwealth,  except  when  I  met  a  man  who  owed  tax,  I  collected  it. — 
I  understood  Mr.  Stonebreaker,  Mr.  Taylor  and  Mr.  Kieth  and  perhaps 
.Mr.  Cryder,  to  be  acting  in  the  capacity  of  bosses.  I'  often  heard  it 
said  in  Alexandria,  there  were  15  or  20  bosses  there.  I  saw  Jeremiah 
Cunningham,  who  appeared  to  me  as  if  he  was  regulating  the  accounts. 

1  think  Mr.  Stonebreaker  was  absent  2  or  3  times  that  1  was  upon  the 
works.  I  think  in  November,  he  was  absent.  I  was  told  he  had  gone 
down  the  couniry,  I  told  Mr.  Stonebreaker  several  times  he  ought  to’ 
have  more  hands,  that  I  did  not  think  the  work  was  progessing  fast’ 
enough.  I  cannot  tcH  the  number  of  hands  employed  at  any  time  on 
Stonebreaker’s  division.  I  had  always  understood  that  Mr.  Richard 
Reimor,  who  superintendf d  the  hands  in  getting  out  stones  for  the 
aqueduct,  was  a^cabinet  m;  ker  by  trade.  1  never  knew  that  John  H. 
Stonebreaker  bad  a  team  upon  the  works.  I  never  heard  that  old  Mr. 
Stonebreaker  had  a  team  on  the  works.  I  never  heard  that  John  Con¬ 
rad  had  more  than  one  two- horse  team  on  the  public  works.  I  had  no 
control  over  Hampson  &  Reirner,  at  the  aqueduct,  except  to  advise 
with  them  and  direct.  I  had  received  the  duplicate  to  collect  tax 
early  in  May,  and  returned  it,  as  I  w  as  going  to  the  West.  After  my 
return  I  received  it  a  second  ti.me. 

ROBERT  LYTLE. 

Sworn  and  Subscribed,  July  26,  1839,  before  Geo.  R.  Espy. 

J.  Moob  Hewit,  sworn* — I  was  engaged  on  the  breach  of  the 
Juniata  canal  in  the  summer  of  1838,  on  the  division  of  which 
Nicholas  Hew^itt  was  supervisor:  1  w/is  the  clerk  of  Hewit.  The 
principal  foreman  was  William  Bell,  who  received  60  cts.,  more 
than  the  rest :  Bell  was  a  general  supeiiniendent  of  the  works.  I 
went  round  every  day  among  tlie  hamis,  and  put  their  time  down 
upon  the  cheek-roll  the  principal  part  of  it :  Mr.  Alexander  Lowry 
ikept  it  part  of  the  time.  The  wo)'  k  done  was  building  a  dam,  tear¬ 
ing  down  two  old  locks  and  putting  up  new  ones.  I  think  the 
number  of  hands  averaged  from  140  200.  When  I  took  the  time 

r-af  the  hands,  I  went  round  myself:  after  I  had  placed  the  time  on 
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the  check-roll,  it  was  sworn  to  by  Mr.  Bell.  I  was  on  the  work 
July,  August,  September,  October  and  November.  Samuel  Royer 
got  hands  off  the  state  works :  they  went  to  work  oh  his  tail  race  : 

I  do  not  know  their  number.  I  suppose  the  tail  race  of  Samuel 
Royer  is  the  private  property  of  Royer,  and  not  connected  with  the 
state  works.  I  know  nothing  to  the  contrary.  I  do  not  know  the 
number  of  days  they  worked  there.  I  was  neither  a  boss  or  fore¬ 
man.  I  knew  Samuel  Calhoun  was  at  work  on  the  tail  race  of 
Samuel  Royer.  Peter  Dougherty  1  knew  was  at  work  there.  I  do 
not  know  where  the  liquor  was  got  from.  Mr.  Glenn  furnished  the 
liquor  to  the  hands  on  the  public  works  some  times  ;  he  dealt  it  out 
to  them.  I  was  the  only  clerk  1  knew  of  employed  by  Nicholas 
Hewitt.  Nicholas  Hewitt  and  myself  are  cousins.  I  received  S2 
per  day  compensation.  I  think  Robert  Lowry  kept  the  check-roll, 

at  the  lime  these  hands  were  at  work  on  Rover’s  tail  race.  I  think 
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it  was  about  the  11th  of  December  we  quit  work  there.  Nicholas 
Hewitt  made  the  general  purchases  of  provisions,  as  also  of  lumber 
and  materials.  I  never  saw  him  purchase  lumber.  Mv  father  deals 
largely  in  lumber,  and  it  is  likely  he  bought  from  him  :  since  that,  1 
have  kept  the  store  books  of  ray  father  :  in  these  I  find  charges  against 
the  commonwealth  for  lumber,  plank  is  charged  in  the  books.  I 
have  no  idea  of  the  quantity.  I  do  not  know  the  prices  of  any  as 
ehai'ged.  I  suppose  there  was  several  1000  feet.  I  know  that 
Nicholas  Hewitt  got  sorpe  flour  down  at  the  work,  from  .Samuel 
Royer:  I  do  not  know  the  quantity.  Nicholas  Hewitt  purchased 
groceries  for  the  commonwealth  from  my  father.  I  have  no  idea  of 
the  amount.  Nicholas  Hewitt  was  not  concerned  with  my  father  in 
tbe§e  sales  to  the  commonwealth.  William  Bell  kept  the  June 
check-roll  on  another  piece  of  paper.  I  drew  it  off,  and  then  we 
compared  them.  I  suppose  Mr.  Bell  swore  to  it.  I  do  not  know  what 
became  of  the  original  cbeok-roll.  I  do  not  know  that  I  saw  the 
amount  paid  on  it.  It  seems  to  me  that  it  was  not  paid  until  the 
July  roll  was  paid.  The  name  of  William  Bel!  on  the  June  check- 
roll  for  cart,  was  put  there  by  me.  It  is  intended  for  William  Bell. 
It  is  his  signature  which  is  in  the  receipts.  I  think  the  original 
check-rolls  were  thrown  m  the  desk  of  the  office.  I  refer  to  the  one 
I  copied,  made  by  JVlr.  Bell. 

I  knew  Peter  Shaffer.  I  have  no  idea  of  the  length  of  time  he  was 
there.  I  knew  Alexander  McVicker.  He  lives  in  Frankstown  and 
was  engaged  as  a  boss  on  the  public  works.  I  think  he  got  $2  per 
day.  The  July  check  roll  is  not  dated.  A.  H.  Hall  was  a  boss  or 
forman  at  $2  per  day.  A.  Lowrey  was  a  boss  or  foreman  at  $2  per 
day.  James  Deary  received  $2  per  day.  James  Heinish  received 
$1,75  per  day.  John  Taylor  received  $1,75  per  day.  I  know  that 
Alexander  McVicker  was  engaged  in  butchering  to  supply  the  canal 
hands  with  meat.  I  do  not  know  who  with.  This  was  at  the  time 
he  was  acting  as  boss.  I  do  not  think  A.  Lowrey  was  at  the  break 
before  July.  At  that  time  he  attended  to  no  other  business.  1  have 
no  doubt  but  what  Alexander  Lowrey  w^ent  to  Huntingdon  to  the  la- 
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spectors  election.  I  was  at  work  on  the  day  of  the  Inspectors  elec¬ 
tion.  1  think  that  Charles  Davis  wa'S  absent  on  the  day  of  the  In¬ 
spectors  election.  1  do  not  know  whether  he  is  credited  ort  the  check 
roll.  1  do  not  know  whether  the  hands  who  are  credited  on  the 
September  check  roil  were  on  the  works  for  ail  the  time  they  are  cred¬ 
ited.  {  did  not  see  Alexander  Lowrey  on  the  work  ©n  the  day  of 
the  inspectors  election.  I  do  not  remember  whether  I  saw  Adam  H. 
Hall  on  the  work  on  the  day  of  the  Inspectors  election.  1  do  not  re¬ 
member  seeing  Abraham  Sallade  on  the  works  on  the  day  before,  the 
day  of,  or  the  day  tifter  the  Inspectors  election.  There  were  two 
large  shantees  there  to  hoard  the  bands.  The  hands  were  charged 
30  cents  per  day  for  boarding.  The  hands  receipted  for  the  full  a- 
mount  of  their  wages.  Those  boarding  in  the  shantees  receipted  in 
full,  and  their  boarding  was  deducted.  Crawl  had  carts  upon  the 
public  works.  The  number  of  hands  who  boarded  in  the  shantees 
varied  from  35  to  50.  1  do  not  know  the  average  number  of  hands 

employed.  Nicholas  Hewit  I  think  had  two  carts  and  horses  on  the 
works.  We  allowed  him  $2,25  for  each  horse  and  cart  per  day. 
On  the  September  clieck  roll  Nichokis  Hewit  signed  to  my  name  for 
four  oxen.  It  was  done  by  mistake.  I  afterwards  signed  my  name 
across  it.  The  reason  I  left  the  initial  out  of  the  name  was  because  1 
wanted  to  put  it  down  the  shortest  way.  Nicholas  Hewit  wanted  to 
buy  oxen  for  the  commonwealth.  He  consulted  me  about  it  and  also 
consulted  Alexander  McConnell  as  he  was  an  older  supervisor  and 
more  experienced.  McConnell  toid  Nicholas  Hewit  he  could  not  own 
the  oxen,  as  the  commonwealth  would  not  allow  it.  Peter  Hewit,  my 
lather,  ao-reed  to  ‘jfo  and  c^^t  oxen  ;  he  went  over  to  Clearfield  and 
brought  one  yoke  or  both  in.  Peter  Hewit  did  not  want  to  have  any 
thino;  to  do  with  the  oxen  himselfand  I  had  a  mind  to  take  them,  and 
signed  the  roll  under  the  impression.  Afterwards  I  concluded  not  to 
take  them.  Nicholas  Hewit  (the  supervisor)  then  took  them,  and  as 
1  had  signed  the  check-roll,  I  continued  on  in  my  name.  Tliiy  were 
his  oxen.  I  continued  to  sign  for  them.  I  think  we  had  hat  two 
yoke  of  oxen  on  the  work,  Nicholas  Hewit  (the  supervisor)  re¬ 
ceived  the  eompensaiion  for  these  oxen  the  whole  lime  they  were  on 
the  work.  1  do.  not  remember  the  compensation  placed  upon  the 
check  roll  per  day,  1  had  never  paid  for  the  oxen.  1  never  bought 
them  or  sold  them,  although  I  was  under  the  impression  I  did  own 
them  for  a  while.  When  1  wrote  my  name  over  or  on  the  top  of  the- 
signature  of  Nicholas  Hewit,  for  the  .$300  as  compensation  for  the 
oxen,  I  knew  that  the  money  was  to  go  to  Nicholas  Hewit  (the  super¬ 
visor)  The  Abraham  Sallade  before  vvhom  the  check-rolls  were 
sworn  to,  is  the  same  Abraham  Sallade  whose  nante  appears  on  them 
as  a  boss  carpenter.  Sometimes  1  write  my  name  J.  M.  Hewit, 
sometimes  J.  Moure  Hewit. 

In  the  check-roll  of  August,  the  time  of  these  oxen  is  entered  in 
the  name  of  James  Hewit,  and  amounts  to  $216;  the  receipt  is  also 
signed  James  Hewit.  In  signing  my  name  James  Hewit  to  the 
check-roll  lor  the  oxen,  instead  of  J.  M.  Hewit,  or  J.  Moore  Hewit, 
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I  did  not  do  it  for  the  purpose  of  creating  the  belie  f  iliat  it  was  a 
different  person  /rom  myself.  It  has  been  rny  invariable  cuslonn, 
except  in  these  check-rolls  opposite  the  charge  tor  these  oxen,  to  sign 
my  name  either  J.  Moore  He  wit,  or  James  M.  llewit.  That  has 
been  mv  custom  since  I  arrivtd  at  manhood.  Latterly,  it  has  been 
my  universal  custom  to  sign  it  J.  Moore  Mewit.  1  do  not  know  that 
we  ever  had  more  than  two  yoke  of  oxen  on  the  work  at  one  time. 
I  do  not  know  that  my  father  ever  bought  more.  My  father,  who 
purchased  these  oxen,  is  the  uncle  of  Nicholas  Hewit,  the  supervisor. 
On  the  check-roll  for  September,  1838.  I  see  that  N.  Hewif,  Jr.  has 
receipted  for  $109  l^-j  for  carts.  I  have  seen  Nicholas  Hewit,  the 
supervisor,  write.  J'hey  were  his  carts  that  were  on  the  works, 
to  the  receipt  for  which  sum  of  5^109  12|  the  name  of  “  N.  Hewn, 
Jr.”  is  signed.  From  my  knowledge  of  Nicholas  Hewit’s  hand¬ 
writing,  I  would  say  that  his  name  of  “  N.  Hewit,  Jr.”  to  the  receipt 
is  his  hand  writing.  The  name  of  Nicholas  Hewit,  written  in  full 
certifying  the  check-roll  as  supervisor,  is  also  in  his  hand  writing. 
There  is  another  Nicholas  Hewit  in  this  county,  a  cousin  of  mine, 
who  is  younger  than  Nicliolas  Hewit  (the  supervisor.)  I  have  fre¬ 
quently  seen  the  signature  of  Nicholas  Hewit,  the  supervisor.  1  do 
not  know  that  I  ever  saw  his  signature  signed  as  Nicholas  Hewit, 
Junio't\  before.  I  think  I  saw  him  sign  the  receipt  for  $109  12^  in 
the  September  check-roll.  I  do  not  know  the  object  Nicholas  Hewit 
had  in  view  in  signing  his  name  to  this  receipt  different  from  his  uni¬ 
form  custom  of  signing.  Nicholas  Hewit  (ihe  supervisor)  had 
expressed  some  doubt  about  his  being  allowed  for  these  oxen  and 
carls,  but  asked  James  Steel’s  advice — who  said  it  made  no  difference 
whom  they  belonged  to.  I  do  not  know  that  Nicholas  Hewit,  the 
supervisor,  procured  any  other  persons  to  sign  receipts  for  labor, 
oxen,  cart^,  &c.,  of  which  he  received  the  proceeds — -except  the  pro¬ 
ceeds  of  the  oxen,  for  which  I  receipted. 

J.  MOORE  HEWIT. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  July  26,  1830,  before  Geo.  R.  Espy. 

Daniel  H.  Royeh,  sioorn- — I  know  that  some  of  the  state^hands 
employed  last  summer  upon  the  Juniata  breair,  were  at  work  on  my 
fathers  tail  race,  at  the  forge.  It  was  some  lime  last  fall,  during  the 
repairs  of  the  break.  I  do  not  know  hovv  long  they  worked.  J 
know  no  other  fact  relative  to  the  expenditure  of  public  money. 

D  VNIEL  II.  ROYER, 

Sworn  and  subscribed,  July  26th  1839,  before  Geo.  K.  Espy. 

Ada3I  Kieth,  sivorn^ — I  worked  in  the  summer  of  as 

superintendent  in  the  building  of  the  stone  work,  on  VVater  Street  dam, 
on  the  repair  of  the  Juniata  breach.  John  H.  Stonebreaker  was  fore¬ 
man,  and  attended  him«elf  to  keeping  the  time  of  the  hands  :  some 
few  times,  when  he  was  absent,  1  kept  the  check  roll  I  kept  it  on  a 
blotter,  from  which  it  was  afterwards  transferred  by  Stonebreaker  on 
the  check-roll,  sent  to  the  Auditor  General’s  office.  Stonebreaker 
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made  the  settlement  and  payment.  Steel  paid  the  first  month,  after 
that  Stonebreaker  received  the  money  at  Huntingdon,  I  think  from 
Mr.  Steel,  and  paid  the  hands.  Mr.  Lytle  would  cctme  there  two  or 
three  times  a  week,  spend  an  hour  er  two,  and  then  leave  agaio. 
Be  never  gave  me  any  directions  respecting  my  work.  Mr.  Whitta¬ 
ker,  the  supervisor  told  me  that  no  one  should  dictate  to  me  as  to  my 
work.  John  H.  Stonebreaker  had  no  horse  and  cart  on  the  works  in 
his  name.  His  father  John  Stonebreaker,  had  no  horse  and  cart  on 
the  works.  Old  Mr,  Stonebreaker  frequently  came  down  with  a 
horse  and  dearborn  ;  I'  saw  him  take  things  away  in  the  shape  of 
provisions,  such  as  barrels,  bags,  &c.  I  cannot  say  whether  he  got 
them'  at  the  shantee  or  warehouse.  I  do  not  recollect  the  number  of 
times  he  took  things  away.  John  Conrad,  the  brother-in-law  of 
John  H.  Stonebreaker,  had  a  two  horse  team  on  the  works.  He 
never  had  more  than  one  team  on  the  works.  There  was  but  one 
John  Conrad  engaged  on  the  works;  Conrad’s  team  generally  left  on 
Saturday  evening,  laden  with  articles  which  I  took  to  be  provisions.  B 
»ra  confident  it  took  away  fresh^  meat.  MV.  William  Hunt  frequently 
drove  John  Conrad’s  team.  I  supposed  Hunt  &  Conrad  to  have  it  in 
partnership.  The  son  of  John  H.  Stohebreaker  sometimes  came  with 
the  dearborn  of  his  grandfather,  John  Stonebreaker.  Old  John  Stone-' 
breaker  was  never  employed  on  the  public  works.  The  team  of 
William  Hunt,  and  John  Conrad,  were  one  and  the  same  team.  I' 
am  acquainted  with  John  H.  Stonebreaker’s  hand  writing.  The 
check-roll  for  October,  is  in  his  hand  writing.  It  is  my  decided  im¬ 
pression  that  both  the  names  of  John  Conrad  on  the  October  check- 
roll,  one  for  22'i  days  the  other  for  2-H  in  the  same  month,  are 
•Jn  the  handwriting  of  John  FI.  Stonebreaker.  The  1st,  4th,  and  5th 
weeks  set  down  for  Conrad  are  the  same  days  in  both  instances,  and 
part  of  the  balances  are  also  the  same  days.  I  know  to  my  certain 
knowledge,  that  there  was  but  one  John  Conrad  who  carted  under 
John  B.  Stonebreaker,  and  that  be  had  but  one  cart.  I  can  say  with, 
perfect  confidence,  that  on  the  check-rolls  which  I  kept  in  the  absence 
of  John  H.  Stonebreaker,  the  name  of  John  Conrad’was  put  down  but 
once,  if  he  was  there.  I  do  not  think  that  John  Bisban  worked  on  Sun¬ 
days.  I  live  three  miles  from  John  H.  Stonebreaker:  his^ house  was^ 
burnt  in  the  month  of  April,  18J9.  I  am  under  the  impression,  that  the 
signature  of  Wm.  Hunt,  and  John  Conrad,  are  both  in  the  same  hand¬ 
writing,  on  the  August  check-roll.  I  am  well  satisfied,  there  was  not 
a  full  day’s  work  done  on  the  general  election.  Perhaps  there  waa 
not  any.  I  know,  that  some  of  the  hands  w«jt  to  George  Uavis’  to. 
harvest. 

ADAM  KIETH. 

Sworn  and  subscribed,  July,  27th  1839,  before  Geo.  R.  Espy. 

Patrick  Madden,  sworn-^\  live  on  the  road  leading  from  the 
Water  Street  dam  to  the  Stonebreakers’.  F  was  in  the  constant  habit 
of  seeing  John  H.  Stonebreaker,  his  father  John  Stonebreaker,  and  John 
Conrad,  the  son-in-law  of  old  Mr.  Stonebreaker,  passing  and  repass- 
mg  from,  the  public  works,,  to  tkeir.  home*  A  short  time  after  the- 
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commencement  of  repairs  on  the  Juniata  break  last  summer,  I  Ob'- 
served  a  one  horse  dearborn,  of  the  Stonebreakers’,  passing  down  to 
the  works.  The  old  man,  and  the  son  of  John  H.,  were  generally 
together  in  the  dearborn.  I  observed  that  the  wagon  was  always 
laden  on  their  return.  I  never  saw  the  wagon  going  back  empty.  It 
was  generally  laden  with  barrels,  boxes,  bags  and  the  like.  Upon 
one  occasion,  1  saw  it  go  up  with  a  barrel  of  flour,  the  upper  end 
seemed  to  be  unbroken.  This  barrel  was  either  on  the  dearborn  or 
on  Conrad’s  wagon.  On  th^wagon  of  Conrad,  1  noticed  at  one  time, 
in  going  up,  a  large  cask.  Sometime  in  October,  Mr.  Dubois  passed 
my  house  on  his  return  from  the  public  works,  he  told  me  his  team 
had  been  laden  with  potatoes — that  he  had  left  ten  bushels  of  thenrr 
at  John  H.  Stone  breaker’s  house  going  down,  and  had  taken  ten 
bushels  more  to  the  shantee,  on  the  public  works.  He  told  me  he 
had  received  $40  as  his  pay  for  the  twenty  bushels,  at  the  shantee. 
John  Conrad’s  team  was  idle,  at  one  period,  for  two  or  three  weeks,  on 
account  of  the  death  of  one  ol  the  horses — I  know  this  from  the  fact 
that  it  did  not  pass  and  repass  as  usual.  I  never  knew  John  Conrad 
to  own  more  than  one  horse,  until  Mr.  Wigton  told  me  he  had  bought 
one  of  him  and  paid  him  in  Biddle  money.  1  am  confident  he  never 
owned  two  teams.  I  never  knew  old  John  Stonebreaker  to  have  any 
team  on  the  public  works,  1  did  not  know  him  to  own  any,  except  the 
horse  and  dearborn,  which  carried  provisions  from  the  shantee  past  my 
house;  I  never  knew  him  to  own  a  cart.  I  am  sure  that  John  H. 
Stonebreaker  did  not  own  a  horse  and  cart  at  the  time  oi  the  repairs, 
nor  at  any  other  period.  On  the  1st  day  of  November  I  was  going 
to  Huntingdon  borough,  I  was  setting  on  top  of  a  wagon  load  of 
blooms,  we  passed  the  horse  and  dearborn  of  old  Mr.  Stonebreaker; 
John  H.  Stonebreaker’s  son  was  driving  it.  I  observed  a  number  of 
bags  upon  it.  The  mouth  of  one  of  the  bags  had  opened  and  the  end 
of  two  pieces  of  smoked  bacon  projected  from  the  bag.  We  went  a 
little  further  and  met  a  four  horse  team  laden  with  boards;  the  team- 
ster  asked  me  for  the  house  of  John  H.  Stonebreaker,  and  said  he  hud 
never  come  the  road  before.  I  said  to  the  teamster,  “you  are  taking 
away  the  state  property.”  The  teamster  said  “  John  H.  Stonebreaker 
had  sent  him,  that  he  was  to  leave  them  at  his  bouse;”  he  also  told 
me  that  they  were  shantee  boards.  I  live  about  two  and  a  quarter 
miles  from  the  Stonebreakers’.  The  house  of  John  H.  Stonebreaker 
was  burnt  the  week  of  the  last  April  court. 

His 

PATRICK  ix:  MADDEN, 
Mark. 

Sworn  and  subscribed,  July  27, 1839,  before  Geo.  R.  Espy. 

Charles  Boyles — Sworn,  I  worked  under  James  Fenlon,  at  the 
head  of  the  Water-Street  dam,  during  the  repairs  of  the  Juniata  breach 
last  summer.  I  commenced  on  the  6th  of  July,  1838.  I  did  not 
know  one  of  the  men  on  the  check-roll,  returned  by  James  Fenlon, 

•  for  the  month  of  July,  18o8,  amounting  to  $787  68.  I  have  seen 


42 


*‘James  Fenlon”  on  the  above  named  check-roll,  is  in  his  hand  writ¬ 
ing.  I  had  a  horse  and  cart  upon  the  works.  In  the  month  of  July 
I  have  charged  in  my  memorandum  book  for  carting  with  one  horse 
and  cart,  5g  days — the  remainder  I  had  two  horses  and  carts.  Alto¬ 
gether  for  the  month  of  July,  1  think  I  had  16  days.  The  custom 
was  to  allow  for  a  horse  and  cart  and  driver,  from  00  to  $2  25 
per  day.  In  the  month  of  August,  from  my  account  book,  which  1 
have  now'  before  me,  I  have  charged  14  days.  In  the  check- roll  of 
James  Fenlon,  for  the  same  month,  I  firt^l  2O4  days.  According  to 
my  book  I  vvas  discharged  the  18th  of  August.  From  my  book  now 
before  me,  I  am  prepared  to  say,  that  I  did  not  work  on  the  20th,  2lst, 
22d  and  23d  days  of  August,  which  I  find  carried  out  on  the  check 
roll  for  that  month  of  James  Fenlon.  I  am  confident  that  I  did  not 
receive  pay  for  those  days.  I  received  pay  only  for  what  I  have  in 
my  own  account  book  now  before  me,  in  which  those  days  are  not  in¬ 
cluded,  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge.  I  was  acquainted  pretty  much 
with  all  the  hands.  I  did  not  know  any  man  by  the  name  of  John 
Grover-  1  did  not  know  a  carter  named  Alexander  M’Kinley.  I  think 
there  was  no  man  there  during  the  month  of  November,  engaged  in 
carting,  under  Janies  Fenlon,  by  the  name  of  Levi  Moore.  1  do  not 
think  that  a  carter  could  have  worked  there  a  month  without  mv 
knowledge,  Joseph  Irwin  told  me  that  the  reason  that  he  was  dis¬ 
charged,  was,  because  he  would  not  allow  a  lot  of  Germans,  who  had 
been  brought  from  Pittsburg,  their  time,  from  the  day  they  left  Pitts¬ 
burg.  tlenry  Troxel,  one  of  the  hands,  boarded  with  me.  fie  started 
off  on  the  Thursday  previous  to  the  Inspector’s  election,  for  the  bo¬ 
rough  of  Huntingdon.  He  returned  on  Saturday.  Patrick  Bri.nriff 
was  along.  M’Connell,  the  supervisor,  and  Fenlon,  contracted  with 
me  to  board  hand-<. — 1  hey  were  to  furnish  me  with  flour  at  y  O  75 
per  barrel.  I  do  not  think  I  got  any  flour  for  that.  Th(;y  chirged 
me  I  think  y.8  121  per  barrel.  It  was  not  good  flour.  1  got  ?2  25 
per  week  for  boarding  a  hand.  The  flour  had  been  got  from  Foyer. 

CHAFLES  BOYLES. 

Sworn  and  Subscribed,  July  26,  1839,  before  Geo.  R.  Espv. 

Adam  Kieth — Recalled,  There  was  no  man  at  work  under  John 
H.  Stonebreaker  by  the  name  of  John  Williamson,  that  I  know  of. 
It  is  my  decided  belief  that  in  the  August  check-roll,  the  two  .signa¬ 
tures  to  the  receipts  signed  John  Williams  and  John  Williamson,  were 
done  by  the  same  person.  I  have  no  knowledge  whatever  of  any  man 
being  at  work  under  John  H.  Stonebreaker,  who  called  himself  John 
Williamson. 

ADAM  KIETH. 

Sworn  and  Subscribed,  July  26,  1839,  before  Geo.  R.  Espy. 

J.  Moore  Hewit,  recMlled. — I  have  said  that  T  generally  kept  the 
check-rolls  at  Royers’  Forge,  on  Nicholas  Hewii’s  division.  When  I 
was  absent,  either  Mr.  Bell  or  Mr.  Lowry  kept  it.  Mr.  Keich  kept 
the  lime  of  the  stone  masons,  and  Mr.  Saliade  that  of  the  carpenters. 
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Bell  was  a  general  superintendent,  and  considered  principal  foreman. 
For  the  carts,  Mr.  IVl’Vicker  kept  it.  '  Mr.  Bell,  who  lias  signed  the 
check-roll,  was  not  always  with  us.  Mr.  Lowry  was  not  wiih  me 
when  I  went  round.  He  was  present  every  day  upon  the  job,  tim  ing 
the  lime  they  were  at  work.  The  check- rolls  kept  by  Keich,  Sal- 
lade  and  M’Vicker,  were  transcribed  by  me  on  the  general  cheek-roll. 
When  I  went  round,  I  kept  a  separate check-roll  also,  and  transeiibed 
with  the  rest.  The  liands  were  all  in  sight  of  each  other  Bell  and 
Lowry,  I  think,  did  not  go  with  Keich,  Sallade  and  M’Vicker  when 
they  took  the  time  of  hands  on  their  check-roll.  All  the  men  de¬ 
pended  upon  me  for  placing  their  accounts  upon  the  general  check-roll 
kept  by  me,  and  returned  to  Mr.  Steel.  The  transcribing  was  done 
by  me,  at  the  end  of  each  week.  The  check-rolls  kept  by  these  men 
and  myself,  were  compared  with  the  transcripts  sent  to  Mr.  Steel.  I 
was  present  when  all  the  comparisons  were  made.  Mr.  Bell  was 
the  only  man  who  went  before  a  Justice,  and  swore  to  the  check-rolls 
on  that  Job.  Mr.  Lowry  was  there  fiom  the  5th  or  6lh  of  July,  until  ♦ 
we  quit  work.  Mr.  Bell  was  there  from  some  time  in  June.  From 
the  time  Alexander  Lowry  came  there,  to  the  time  of  finishing  of  the 
work,  he  did  not  superintend  hands  upon  any  other  portion  of  the 
breach.  Lowry’s  time  went  on  upon  the  check-rolls,  unless  he  was 
absent.  I  believe  he  was  not  absent  a  week  in  succession.  I  feel 
satisfied  that  Alexander  Lowry  did  not  swear  to  any  check-roll  while 
at  work  on  our  job.  'I'he  time  of  Alexander  Lowry,  senior,  (who 
was  engaged  on  the  public  works  near  Holliday sburg,)  was  not  kept 
on  the  check-roll  of  Mr.  Bell,  or  any  of  the  bosses  under  him.  1  was 
always  present  when  A.  Lowry  paid  the  hands.  I  was  clerk  on  the 
whole  line,  from  the  dam  to  Hollidaysburg.  I  made  out  none  of  the 
check-rolls  sent  to  Mr.  Steel,  but  those  of  Mr.  Bell,  that  I  know  of. 

I  always  added  up  the  check- rolls  of  Alexander  Lowry,  sen.  and  car¬ 
ried  out  some  of  the  amounts.  I  think  Alexander  Lowry  (the  foreman) 
commenced  in  June,  and  staid  on  till  very  near  the  end  of  the  work, 
if  not  altogether.  The  names  on  Mr.  Bell’s  check-rolls  for  July,  are 
in  my  hand  writing.  I  made  out  no  check-rolls  that  I  remember  for 
Alexander  Lowry,  senior  (the  foreman.)  On  Mr.  Bell’s  check-roll 
for  July,  I  observe  only  two  instances  in  which  I  signed  my  name,  as 
a  subscribing  witness,  J.  M.  Hewit ;  in  all  the  other  instances  upon 
it,  I  have  signed  it  J.  Moore  Hewit.  The  name  of  VVilliam  Bell,  on 
about  the  middle  of  the  check-roll  for  July,  is  the  name  of  William 
Bell  (the  foreman.)  It  is  his  hand  writing.  It  was  for  carting.  The 
second  name  below  Bell’s,  “  N.  Hewit,”  is  intended  for  Nicholas 
Hewit  ((the  supervisor.)  David  Hewit,  whose  name  appears  on  the 
check-roll  for  hauling,  did  not  hand  his  time  to  me.  There  were  four 
horses  in  his  team  when  I  saw  it.  Nicholas  Hewit  had  carts  upon 
the  work — there  were  two.  His  carts  commenced  work  the  second  of 
July.  Ido  not  rernember  what  David  Hewit  got  per  day.  From  the 
ink,  it  is  evident  that  the  names  of  N.  Hewit  and  David  Hewit  were 
written  at  the  same  time  in  the  July  check-roll.  There  was  no  other 
Bell  at  work  on  our  job,  except  the  William  Bell  (who  was  foreman.) 
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at  least  none  who  received  two  dollars  per  day  compensation.  Wc 
had  no  boss  nor  foremen  by  the  name  of  Hugh  M’Donald.  I  do  not 
know  that  Bell  returned  two  check-rolls  for  the  same  month  to  Steel, 
nor  do  I  know  that  Lowry  done  so. 

J.  MOORE  HEWIT. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  July  26th,  1839,  before  Geo.  R.  Espy. 

John  Egan,  sworn- — I  worked  at  the  acqueduct,  above  Water 
Street,  when  Bernard  Duffy  was  foreman,  in  July,  1838.  I  kept  the 
time  of  the  hands,  who  were  quarrying  stone  with  me,  and  handed  it 
to  Mr,  Duffy,  There  were  3  or  4  men  absent  about  a  week,  with  a 
farmer  named  Aurandt,  engaged  in  reaping.  I  enquired  of  Mr, 
Duffy,  whether  their  names  should  go  upon  the  check-roll.  He  told 
me  yes,  that  ihey  should  be  put  upon  the  check-roll.  Their  time  was 
allowed.  Mr.  Duffy  said,  that  Mr.  Aurandt  would  settle  it  with  the 
common w'ealth.  Mr.  Fenlon,  one  of  the  principal  foremen,  was 
'absent  in  the  month  of  September,  and  part  of  October,  at  the  Gettys¬ 
burg  letting ;  he  was  absent  about  a  week.  Common  hands  were 
charged  30cts.  per  day  for  board.  They  did  not  charge  me  any 
thing  for  board.  For  two  or  three  weeks,  Barney  Duffy  sent  a  small 
boy  to  the  quarry,  who  took  the  time  of  the  hands,  marking  those  who 
were  absent.  It  was  handed  into  Duffy,  aftej  night,  and  placed  upon 
another  check-roll.  Adam  W.  Ream  and  George  Ferry,  whose  time 
is  allowed  upon  the  check-roll,  were  driving  Fenlon’s  team. 

JOHN  EGAN. 

Sworn  and  subscribed,  July  29, 1839,  Espy. 

Owen  Cobley,  sworn. — I  worked  last  summer  at  the  acqueduct 
under  Duffy,  for  one  month  and  a  few  days  j  afterwards  until  the 
work  was  done,  under  John  Chapman.  Chapman  had  a  4  horse 
team  all  the  while,  until  he  went  away,  some  times  he  had  a  2  horse 
team  also.  William  Hill  drove  Chapman’s  team.  Hill’s  name  was 
placed  upon  the  check-roll.  I  have  understood  that  Hill  was  paid  by 
the  commonwealth,  for  driving  Chapmans  4  horse  team,  and  also,  that 
the  blacksmith  work  for  Chapman  for  2  or  3  months,  was  paid  by  the 
state.  Chapman  did  not  keep  a  riding  horse  upon  the  works.  One  of 
the  hands  was  employed  in  cutting  feed  for  Chapman,  frequently.  His 
state  time  was  marked  upon  the  check-roll.  The  common  way  of 
work,  was  for  a  4  horse  team  to  haul  a  load  of  stones,  which  was  hauled 
tp  the  masons  on  two  barrow  loads.  I  was  foreman  of  the  masons. 
Adam  Smith  was  discharged,  for  saying  he  could  haul  as  much  on 
one  load  as  they  could  at  two.  Smith  took  good  loads,  and  always 
done  his  duty.  The  masons  often  took  up  stones  and  put  them  down 
again  rather  than  be  idle.  This  was  done  for  want  of  stone.  With 
the  same  hands,  I  could  have  done  my  job  a  month  sooner,  if  a  suffi¬ 
ciency  ol  stone  had  been  delivered.  Chapman  paid  out  the  money 
on  ihe  job.  Duffy  paid  me  for  the  time  I  worked  at  the  acqueduct. 
Wm.  Chapman  (the  brother  of  John)  was  a  laboring  hand,  in  the 
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quarry.  I  was  acquainted  with  all  the  men ;  knew  no  Patrick  KeaU 
ing- 

OWEN  COBLEY. 

Sworn  and  subscribed,  July  29,  1839,  before  Gto.  R.  Espy. 

Herman  Chissler — Sworn*  1  was  engaged  as  Clerk  for  Mr. 
M’Connell,  (a  foreman)  on  the  repairs  of  the  Juniata  division  of  the 
Pennsylvania  canal,  during  last  summer.  My  principal  duly  was  to 
transcribe  the  check-roll.  I  took  copies  in  part  of  other  check-rolls* 
The  original  rolls  I  left  with  Mr.  M’Connell.  The  October  roll  is  in 
the  hand  writing  of  Mr.  Patterson.  Fenlon  generally  kept  his  own. 
Duffey’s  I  did  not  keep.  I  took  my  copies  each  month.  The  original 
rolls  were  either  kept  by  the  bosses  themselves  or  some  of  the  under 
bosses.  I  commenced  with  M’Connell  and  continued  as  long  as  he 
did,  until  the  1st  of  December.  Mr.  M’Connell  employed  me.  1  re¬ 
ceived  my  pay  in  part  from  Mr.  M’Connell,  in  part  from  Mr.  Steel. — 
I  was  to  receive  pay  every  day  I  was  on  the  work.  I  kept  my  own 
time — made  it  out  in  a  bill.  I  was  not  on  the  work  more  than  a  day 
or  two  at  any  one  time.  I  was  at  Pittsburg  last  fall  about  the  first  of 
Octoberj  at  the  convention  there  held.  I  was  then  absent  three  or  four 
days.  I  attended  to  forwarding  provisions  down  from  Williamsburg, 
and  purchasing  provision.  I  purchased  Whiskey  from  Patterson — 
was  charged  40  cents  for  it.  1  purchased  some  Whiskey  from  Learner. 
He  charged  me  either  40  or  43  cents.  I  did  not  keep  a  horse  upon 
the  line,  as  an  officer.  I  dont  know  the  object  of  Mr.  M’Conneli,  in 
keeping  duplicate  copies  of  the  check  roll,  [some  times  compared  the 
check-roll  after  they  were  transcribed,  myself— -some  times  Mr.  M’Con- 
cell  assisted  me  John  Chapman  (the  foreman)  had  a  four^-horse  team 
upon  the  public  woiks.  I  did  not  know  that  his  driver  was  placed  in 
the  check-roll  until  within  a  day  or  two.  I  do  not  know  that  Chapman 
had  more  than  one  team.  I  am  not  aware,  that  any  of  the  sub-foremen, 
or  bosses  had  any  teams  on  our  job.  I  made  out  some  of  the  bills  at 
the  office.  The  only  reason  I  know  why  the  hauling  was  not  all  put 
upon  the  check»-roll,  is,  because  they  did  not  work  all  at  one  place.— 
The  usual  price  for  four  and  five-horse  teams,  was  from  $5  to  S6. 
I  do  not  know  that  either  Chapman  or  Duffy,  in  settling  with  M’Con¬ 
nell,  presented  any  accounts  against  private  individuals  lor  labour  pre¬ 
formed  by  the  State  hands.  I  kept  the  books.  There  ai-e  no  such 
accounts  contained  in  them.  I  understand  that  some  of  the  hands  had 
been  taken  from  our  job  shortly  before  the  Inspector’s  election,  and 
taken  to  the  dam  above  Huntingdon.  They  may  have  remained  there 
a  week  or  so.  A  young  man  named  Critchloe  went.  Some  of  the 
lumber  was  delivered  )  some  of  it  brought  by  the  State  teams.  Mr. 
M’Coliin  sold  lumber  to  M’Conneil.  He  was  to  deliver  it  either  al 
tthe  summit  of  the  mountain  or  at  Hollidaysburg.  My  time  for  Sep¬ 
tember  was  kept  by  M’Connell.  Mr.  M’Connell  allowed  me  the  time, 
and  seven  days  deducted  from  my  time  in  November.  Mr.  M’Connell 
told  me  to  receive  naturalization  papers.  I  was  at  Pittsburg  twice 
during  ahe  time  I  was  on  the  public  works,  I  was  there  in  September 
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M  the  convention,  and  about  the  1st  October — during  both  these  tifnes 
Mr.  iVi’Connell  made  out  my  time.  1  believe  the  name  of  John  Chap¬ 
man  lO  the  affidavit  for  the  Se[)tember check-roll,  is  in  his  hand  writing. 
The  name  of  James  Cumston,  might  have  been  written  by  the  same 
hami.  The  name  of  James  Crempson,  Daniel  Mercer,  and  George 
McCunne,  appear  to  have  been  written  by  the  same  hand.  The  name 
of  J('hn  Gal  laugher,  I  should  say  was  written  by  the  same  hand  that 
wrote  John  Chapman.  The  name  of  Jacob  Hill,  I  believe  to  be  the 
same  hand  writing.  Therignature  of  John  Chapman,  tothe  affidavit 
of  the  October  check  roll,  I  believe'  to  be  in  his  hand  writing.  The 
name  of  Patrick  Keating,  in  the  commencement  of  the  rolls  for  Seo- 
tember  and  October,  I  believe  to  have  been  written  by  the  same  persons 
(reier  to  names  of  Kelin  and  Keating,  in  receipts) — the  receipts,  1 
think,  are  signed  by  the  same  man.  The  name  of  John  Butler,  on  the 
October  check  roll,  I  believe  to  be  in  the  same  hand  writing  with  that 
of  the  receipt.  The  signature  to  the  receipt  of  John  Butler,  on  the 
October  check  roil,  I  do  not  believe  to  have  been  written  by  the  same' 
man  who  signed  the  receipt  oft  the  September  check  roll.  The  re¬ 
ceipts  pUrpo  'ting  to  be  signed  by  John  Cummings,  on  the  September 
and  October  check  roll,  I  do  not  believe  to  be  the  same  hand  writing. 
I  did  not  know  of  two  John  Cummings  on  the  works.  I  knew  Wil- 
liam  Chapman.  It  is  my  impression  James  Cummings  was  a  labor¬ 
ing  man.  In  the  receipt  signed  to  the  September  check  roll,  the  name 
of  James  Cummings  is  spelt  differently  from  what  it  is  in  the  October 
check  roll.  The  name  of  Alexander  M’Connell,  writterr  on  a  bill, 
proven  the  7th  of  August,  1838,  in  his  hand  writing.  The  first 
receipt  I  gave  for  my  pay,  was  to  McConnell.  The  first  pay  I  receiv¬ 
ed,  was  about  fifty  or  sixty  dollars.  Part  of  the  month  of  June  was 
put  into  the  July  month.  The  name  to  the  affidavit  is  in  my  hand 
wriiing,  I  wrote  several  Sundays.  The  name  to  my  bill,  for  Septem¬ 
ber,  is  Vl’Connell’s  signature,  proven  before  P'.squire  Burns,  Septem¬ 
ber  i8th  ;  the  filling  up  of  the  receipt  is  in  my  hand  wriiing  ;  I  think 
1  got  It  from  Mr.  M’Connell.  The  receipts  were  a U  filled  in  Mr. 
Steel’s  name,  by  orders  of  Mr.  M’Connell.  The  names  to  the  affidavit 
and  receipts,  are  mine.  The  filling  up  of  the  receipts  of  December  8, 
is  m}'^  hand  writing.  I  never  received  any  money,  personally,  from 
Mr.  Steel.  7'he  money  was  paid  out  to  the  hands^by  Mr.  M’Connell, 
and  the  foreman  — once  or  twice  by  Mr.  Steel — Mr.  Steel  paid  part  of 
the  money  at  the  office,  part  at  the  jobs.  I  do  not  remember  whether 
.Mr.  Steel  was  there  nnfore  than  once.  William  Alexander  lives  in 
this  place,  (Williamsburg) — he  was  not  laboring  on  the  public  works. 
I  knew  of  no  William  Alexander,  working  on  the  public  works.  1 
had  no  appointment  of  Mr.  M’Mutrie,  for  tbe  purchase  of  provisions. 
I  purchased  some  fifieen  or  twenty  barrels  of  flour  from  Smith  and 
Rhodes.  The  foreman'  had  directions  from  Mr.  M’Ccnnell,  to  send* 
in  orders  for  flour.  Mr.  M’Connell  never  complained  to  me  for  not 
keeping  accounts  of  the  articles  purchased.  M’Mutrie  passed  here 
perhaps  half  a  dozen  times  or  more.  Whenever  articles  were  wanted,* 


Al’Connell  was  in  the  habit  of  writing  to  M’Mufrie.  They  would 
generally  come  on.  Mr.  M’Connell  considered  MciMurlrie  as  the 
person  officially  deputed  to  furnish  provisions  along  the  lines. 

William  Alexander,  sworn — I  did  not  work  on  the  break  of  the 
Juni  ita  division  of  the  Pennsylvania  canal,  1  assisted  :Mr.  Thomas 
Patterson,  one  of  the  foremen,  one  day,  in  paying  off  his  check  roll. 

I  did  no  other  business,  upon  the  line,  other  than  that.  I  signed  my 
name  several  times  to  the  check  roll,  as  a  subscribing  witness.  It 
was,  I  think,  about  the  second  roll.  I  never  got  any  thing  for  i:,  how¬ 
ever.  iMr.  Patterson  paid  his  hands  at  that  lime.  I  never  rendered 
any  other  assistance  to  any  other  foreman  or  officer  on  the  line.  The 
names  of  William  Alexander  and  William  Hardis,  on  the  Julv  check 
roll  of  John  Chapman,  are  not  in  my  hand  writing.  I  thought  last 
evening  that  1  had  signed  the  name  of  William  Alexander  myself. 
When  tire  counsel  was  cross  examining  Schissler,  as  to  the  name  of 
William  Alexander,  I  did  sav  that  was  the  man.  I  know  of  no 
man  named  William  Alexander,  on  the  public  works.  In  the  settle¬ 
ment  with  the  hands,  those  who  boarded  at  the  shantee,  were  deducted, 
1  think,  thirty  cents  per  head,  by  Mr.  Patterson.  Mr.  Steel  was  not 
there,  and  paid  out  no  money  to  the  hands. 

WILLIAM  ALEXANDER. 

Sr/orn  and  subscribed,  July  SO,  1839,  before  Geo.  R.  Espy. 

Thomas  Patterson,  sworn. — I  was  at  work  at  the  first  dam  above 
Williamsburg,  during  the  repairs  of  the  Juniata  breach.  I  was  a 
foreman  appointed  bj  Mr.  McConnell,  (supervisor).  I  received  $2,50 
per  day  wages.  We  commenced  the  work,  2Stb  June  ;  continued 
till  some  lime  in  November.  To  my  check- rolls,  for  June  and  July, 
1  made  oath  before  Esqr.,  Burns  ;  my  name  to  the  affidavits  are  in  my 
hand  svriting.  The  receipts  to  my  name  at  the  top  of  each  of  these 
check-rolls,  are  in  my  hand  writing.  It  was  customary  on  the  lines- 
/or  ilie  foreman  to  take  orders  from  the  hands,  authorising  the  foreman 
to  sign  the  cheek-roll  for  them.  It  was  customary  to  sign  the  names 
of  the  men  that  worked,  on  the  roll.  I  have  some  such  orders  to 
sign  the  check-rolls,  cannot  tell  the  number,  whether  it  is  over  or 
under  ten,  Mr.  Steel  paid  the  July  roil.  I  kept  the  June  roll.  I' 
kept  an  .account  against  Mr.  McConnell,  of  the  balances  ot  check-rolls. 
When  Mr.  Steel  was  at  our  job,  he  got,  1  think,  the  June  and  July 
rolls.  The  residue,  I  think  Mr.  McConnell  got.  I  think  Mr.  Spurli- 
Tian  drew  the  first  money  for  Kennedy,  by  the  authority  of  Air.  Ken¬ 
ned  \  I  then  signed  his  name  to  the  check-roll;  after  I  got  the 
receipts  from  Kennedy,  I  corrected  the  check  roil  to  correspond  with 
it.  I  knew  this  signing  passed.  I  never  signed  any  man’s  name  to 
the  check-roll,  without  such  receipt.  Part  of  the  hands  boarded  at 
the  public  shantee.  As  the  sKintee  was  broke  up,  bedding  &c.,  was 
brought  to  \Viliiamsburg  from  thence  taken  to  Hollidaysburg.  I 
purchased  a  state  fiat  from  Mr.  Hewitt  (the  supervisor).  It  was  from 
30  to  40  feet  long.  It  was  built  by  state  hands.  There  were  perhaps 
400  feet  of  plank  in  it.  Lumber  that  would  do  to  go  into  such  a  flat 
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•could  be  bought  for  $3  per  hUndied.  At  the  time  they  commenced, 
they  bought  trees  in  the  woods  at  Bi  cts.  per  fool,  the  price  raised 
after  the  break,  I  gave  Mr.  Hewitt  $20  for  the  flat.  It  was  sold  at 
public  sale.  I  paid  Hewitt,  when  1  purchased  it.  Dishes,  crowbarsj 
wheelbarrows,  &c.,  principally  went  to  Holiidaysburg.  I  have  said  I 
Itept  the  June  check-roll.  I  entered  part  of  the  names.  I  had  the  whole 
charge  of  them,  Mr.  McConnell  gave  me  charge  of  them.  I  do  not 
think  the  name  of  John  Patterson,  is  my  hand  writing,  I  think  John 
Kennedy  got  about  7  or  8  dollars  (including  the  correction\  I  did 
iiot  pay  the  men  from  Robert  Christy  down  to  John  Dougherty,  on 
the  June  roll.  There  is  no  certificate  to  the  June  check-roll,  by  the 
supervisor.  I  think  I  attached  the  paper,  containing  the  number  of 
days  with  a  pin  to  the  June  roll.  I  think,  I  entered  from  Burke  to 
Copell  on  the  June  roll.  I  expect,  the  names  from  Burke  to  Copell, 
were  paid,  but  I  do  not  know  by  whom.  I  was  advised  to  cut  off  the 
■ends  of  check-rolls,  and  attach  them  together,  so  as  to  get  one  entire 
month  upon  the  same  roll-  My  roll  of  September,  was  attached  in 
this  manner.  The  reason  the  printed  certificate  was  cut  off,  and 
another  attached,  is,  because  1  think  it  had  been  cut  off,  and  it  was 
afterwards  ascertained,  that  the  roil  would  hold  all  the  names.  Some 
of  the  men  drew  money  before  the  expiration  of  the  month,  and  a 
written  order  given  to  receipt  for  this  on  the  check-roll;  The  several 
pieces  of  the  September  roll,  had  all  been  attached  at  the  time  I  signed 
the  oath.  The  printed  certificate,  and  the  oath  appear  to  be  of  the 
same  paper  with  the  rest  of  check- roll.  The  lines  of  the  lower  part 
of  the  check-roll,  appears  to  be  ruled  with  black  ink,  the  upper  por^ 
tion  is  ruled  with  red  ink.  I  cannot  tell  hoW  this  occurred.  I  do  not 
think,  I  signed  any  of  the  names  on  the  September  check-roll  /or 
other  men.  I  did  sign  the  name  of  George  Ellis,  on  his  order.  I 
signed  the  name  of  Robert  Barron.  The  August  check-roll,  I  had 
orders  from  the  following  persons  to  sign,  Robert  Barr,  John  Dough* 
erty,  John  Kennedy,  George  Ellis,  Archibald  M’Henry,  Owen 
Sweany,  John  Dasey,  Isaac  Cork  wine,  Samuel  M’Daniel,  Peter 
Oaviv^'m,  Robert  Barnitz,  Isaac  Parkison.  Sometimes  the‘n;en  would 
give  these  orders  in  anticipation  of  leaving,  and  afterwards  goto  work 
again,  and  at  the  end  ofthe  month  sign  for  themselves.  1  know  ol  no 
man  vvoiking  under  me,  named  William  Alexander.  Mr.  Burke 
lifted  the  money  of  the  orders  of  Patrick  Murray,  Develin  Murray^ 
and  left  the  order  with  me.  The  signatures  to  the  orders  were  signed 
by  the  men  whose  name  they  bear. 

Thomas  Patterson. 

Sworn  and  subscribed,  July  29,  18*19,  before  Geo.  R.  EsEy. 

Eowaed  M'KieEnan— I  was  employed  on  the  public 
works  fit  the  jdb  of  which  John  Chapman  was  foreman-  I  com¬ 
menced  fihout  the  first  of  July,  and  quit  some  time  in  December,  1838. 
Mr.  Chfipinan  kept  the  time  of  the  hands.  I  copied  the  check-roll, 
-commencing  with  the  second  month.  I  summed  up  the  number ofoays 
upon  the  check-roM,  and  put  it  in  figures  at  the  bottom.  Chapman 
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ass’is'ed.  I  was  present  when  the  hnndi:  were  paid.  The  first  pnymCi  ' 
was  made  by  Mr.  Steel,  some  time  in  August,  subsequent  to  that  .Mf. 
Chapman  or  myself  paid  them.  Mr.  M’Connell  gave  Chapman  tli'- 
money.  Mr.  Chapman  had  a  team  upon  the  public  work.  It  was  a 
four-horse  team.  U’illiarn  Hill  drove  it  generally.  The  first  montli 
Chapman  was  allowed  $6  50  daily.  He  afterwards  received  but -Sn. 
4’he  price  ol’six  dollars  included  t'le  teamster.  It  was  not  usual  t'> 
allow  teamsters  time  on  the  check-roll.  William  Hill  was  allowed  hi> 
time.  Some  of  the  public  property,  I  understood,  after  finisiiing  tl;** 
works,  was  sent  to  Williamsburg.  'I’his  happened  while  I  was  awa\. 
After  my  return,  the  residue,  except  u  few  crow-bars,  left  with  Orlady. 
was  sent  to  Hoilidayshurg,  per  order  of  Mr.  Hewit.  I  had  never  worlied 
upon  the  canal  before.  1  thought  often  our  job  might  have  been  pushed 
a  little  faster.  There  was  a  want  of  stone,  particulaily,  which  I  iliought, 
might  have  been  supplied,  by  getting  a  team  or  two  more.  Mr.  Chap¬ 
man  had  no  riding  horse  on  the  vrot  ks  for  the  use  of  the  State.  Tlr* 
time  of  William  Hill  was  put  upon  the  chcck-roll,  by  Mr.  Chapman, 
imnsjif.  I  had  no  farther  coiUrol  of  it,  except  the  copying.  Mr.  Chuj>- 
rnan  had  his  blacksmithhig  done  at  the  shop  by  the  State  hands.  I  mad^- 
out  a  bill  for  Chapman,  (he  liivinii  me  the  account)  Oii'ainst  the  Cou;- 
niqnwealth,  for  the  blacksmiihing,  he  said  he  iiad  done.  Mhliiam 
Chapman,  the  brother  of  John  C'ha[)maii,  wa-s  considered  boss  of  the 
(j  jarry.  We  had  several  orders  from  hands  to  sign  check-rolls  tor 
them.  William  Hill  received  the  pay  himself  for  the  time  allowed 
neon  the  check  rolls.  I  never  entered  a  man’s  name  on  the  beginning 
ot  anv  ckeck-ro’i,  and  iiis  name  under  the  receipting  columu. 

Chapman  took  the  time  of  the  hands  on  a  separate  piece  ol’ paper, 
from  which  I  transcribed  it  on  the  clief-k-rolls,  sent  to  tiie  Auditor 
(General’s  ofiice.  David  S.  Rhull  was  a  foreman.  I  think  he  kep‘  a 
check-roll.  1  attended  to  getting  provision,  iron,  powder,  and  other 
necessaries  for  the  work.  We  had  -a  dozen  or  more  of  orders  irom 
men  to  sign  the  check-roll  for  them. 

EDWARD  M’KIERNAN. 


S'” 

O  »v 


orn  raid  Subscribed, -July  29th,  1839,  before  Geo.  R.  Espy. 


Alkxa.yder  Lowry,  .nvoi'n.-—l  was  employed  at  the  big  dam,  two 
aides  above  Williamsburg,  during  the  repair  of  the  Hoilidayshurg 
breach.  Nicholas  Hewitt  was  suoervisor- — Willmm  Bell  was  princi- 
pa!  foreman.  1  was  a  boss,  having  a  set  of  nien  under  my  control, 
whose  time  I  kept.  I  received  two  dollars  per  day  compensation.  1 
was  stationed  there  all  the  time,  except  a  few  da  vs  that  I  was  at 
\Vhlttaker’s  dam,  above  Huntingdon.  This  was  a  short  lime  before 
die  inspectors’  election,  f  acted  in  the  same  capacity  at  the  Hunt- 
iogdon  dam  that  I  did  here.  Of  those  who  went  along,  I  recollect 
Charles  Davis,  Jacob  HelT,  Joseph  Madison.  There  were  some 
more.  1  was  told  that  that  dam  was  in  a  bad  stale,  and  required  an 
additional  supply  of  hands.  I  suppose  we  were  there  four  days, 
not  a  week.  I  then  returned  to  the  dam  above  Williamsburg.  I  hnd 
no  instructions  to  go  back  that  I  know.  I  had  a  conversation  wu!a 
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Mr.  Coll  previous  to  go  niy  going,  on  ihe  subject  of  my  going  dow 
to  ihat  darn  :  also  u’ilh  Mr.  Patiorson — pcidiiips,  also,  with  M’Vickef 
and  Hall.  I  was  requested  to  go  down  with  Pvir.  Beil.  Mr.  Beil  re¬ 
quested  me  to  assist  in  carrying  the  inspector’s  election  in  Huntingdon, 
and  also  to  assist  at  that  dam.  i  think  the  time  of  those  who  went 
was  counted.  JNicliolas  Hewit  had  but  two  3’ckc  of  oxen  upon  the 
work  tliat  1  know  of.  'I'liere  was  none  other  of  the  name  of  Hewdt,. 
wlio  had  oxen  upon  the  works.  I  always  considered  they  belonged  to 
N.  I'lewdt.  N.  Htwvii  iiad  two  carts  upon  the  works.  David  Hewdt  (the 
UEK-le  of  Nicholas)  had  a  four-horse  team.  These  were  the  only  teams 
owned  by  the  Mevvits,  i  know  of.  Two  small  boys,  one  named  Pope, 
drove  the  carts — the  name  of  the  other  I  dont  recollect.  A  young  rnau 
named  Nonnernaker  drove  one  of  the  ox  teams  a  while.  The 
times  of  the  teamsters  was  marked  llie  same  as  other  hands  upon 
the  check-roll.  There  was  a  young  man  named  Miller  drove  ihc^ 
iour  horse  team  ofHcwit,  while  it  was  iiauling  at  the  quarry*  There 
were  state  hands  worked  at  Royers’  tail  race,  idrere  were  six  or 
eigh.!.  I  do  not  think  that  it  was  over  a  week.  In  liarvest,  several 
men  helped  Mr.  Bowers.  Mr.  Bell  told  me  to  continue  the  tiiTse  of 
the  hands  who  v/orked  at  Royers’  tail  race,  and  Royers,  or  his  man¬ 
ager,  Ncligh,  would  have  to  account  to  the  state.  These  Iiands 
boarded  at  tiic  shantce.  I  did  not  know  a  man  named  Thurston- 
Clark  having  teams  on  our  work.  I  know  no  man  employed  at  our 
job  named  Abraham  Hare.  M’Vicker  kept  a  riding  iioisc  for  the  u-o 
r/i  the  state.  No  other  person  had  a  riding  horse  in  the  use  of 
the  state  on  that  job.  There  was  no  James  Hewit  c'T!plo)cd 
on  our  work,  besides  James  Moore  Hewit.  He  owned  no  team  of 
any  kind  there.  Tlierc  was  no  NicliGlas  Hewit,  Junior,  on  the 
work.  There  w^as  but  one  Alexander  M'Vicker  on  cur  work.-*- 
‘Fiicrc  was  no  other  Alexander  Low’ry  at  the  job  but  one.  i  did  not 
know  a  man  on  the  work  named  Dixon,  who  kept  a  horse  at  the 
sliantec.  He*  could  not  have  been  tiicre  without  inv  knowing  it.— 
After  t lie  work  had  been  finished,  wheelbarrows  were  put  into  the 
blacksmiih  shop,  and  afterwards  taken  to  Hoilidaysbnrg.  I  do  net 
think  that  the  bosses  here  marked  Siindays.  Hi: am  Chisler  told  Uio 
he  had  been  sent  to  Pittsburg  to  procurve  naturalization  jiap-ers  and 
receipts.  Mr.  Hewit  requested  me  to  sign  a  man’s  receipt  on  the 
check-roll,  wlio  was  absent,  and  witiihoid  the  money  until  alter  his 
re'll  rn. 

ALEXANDER  LOWREY,  Jr. 


PuTER  Rhodes,  sworn — I  am  one  of  ilie  jiartners  of  the  fjini  of 
Smith  and  Rhodes,  in  Pdiiliamsburg.  Our  firm  had  bills  against  the 
common weall  h,  for  goods  sold  during  ll;e  repair  of  the  Juniata  breach. 
M’Connell  and  Hewitt,  the  supervisors,  ordered  goods,  and  also  some 
of  the  bosses  under  them,  by  their  tvUthority.  There  were  occasion- 
jy,  goods  given  to  hands,  such  things  as  we  thougiii  were  for  the  use 
of  the  canal —butter,  flour,  &c.,  the  liands  coming  with  carts  and 
wagons.  The  bosses  did  not  come  wdth  written  orders  from  the 
supervisors.  Flour.  I  think,  could  be  purchased,  during  the  break. 


from  six  to  seven  dollars.  Mr.  M'Mutrie  was  here  but  once  that  f 
know  of.  I  did  not  know  ids  business.  He  was  along;  when  thev 
were  paving  off.  We  never  received  any  orders  whatever,  irom  M;. 
M’Muti'ie,  for  the  sales  wo  made  for  the  use  of  llie  comnujnwealtn. 
The  receipt  signed  Smith  and  Rhodes,  for  81.306  04?,  is  my  hat.'d 
writing.  The  goods  were  taken  away  in  carts  and  wagons,  in  Ur 
employ  of  the  state. 

PETER  RHODES. 

Sworn  and  subscribed,  July  31,  1833,  before  Glo.  R.  Espv. 

Peter  Hess,  sworn — I  was  at  work  during  the  repair  of  the  Juni¬ 
ata  breach,  under  Mr.  Patterson,  at  the  dam  above  Williamsburg. 
I  was  appointed  by  Mr,  Patterson,  boss  of  the  stone  masons. 
{  kept  the  time  of  the  hands  at  work  with  me.  Patterson  was  there, 
mostly  every  day.  The  line  he  had,  extended  about  two  and  a  half 
miles.  I  kept  time  for  most  all  the  hands  at  that  dam,  comrs^ieneir.g 
about  the  latter  pa’’t  of  Jul}'.  I  kept  the  time  on  a  blotter,  and  hand¬ 
ed  it  over  to  Patterson,  he  did  not  require  me  to  make  oath  to  that 
blotter,  but  took  it  as  I  rendered  it.  Patterson  had  a  cart  at  work  of 
his  own,  a'  boy  fifteen  or  sixteen  years  old  drove  it.  Patterson  had 
a  riding  horse,  it  was  kept  in  town.  When  Patterson  \vas  gone  he 
depended  upon  me  to  see  that  the  hands  were  at  work.  After  the 
breaking  up  of  the  shantee,  some  state  property,  as  crowbars,  picks, 
spades,  shovels  and  barrows,  were  taken  to  the  state  blacksmith  shop, 
above  Williamsburg.  Mr.  Patterson,  or  Mr.  Burke,  generally  kept 
the  accounts  of  the  teams.  There  were  sometimes  thirty,  sometimes 
forty  hands  on  our  works.  There  were  from  eight  to  ten  hands 
boarded  out  of  the  shantee.  My  wages  were  82  50. 

PETER  HESS. 

Sworn  and  subscribed,  July  31,  1839,  before  Geo,  R.  Espy. 

David  Berlix,  sworn. — I  was  at  work  during  the  repair  of  the 
Juniata  breach,  under  Thomas  Patterson.  I  worked  a  wff,ile  at  the 
dam  above  Williamsburg,  part  of  the  lime  under  M'Donnel.  I  was 
generally  at  work  under  Patterson,  I  commenced  first  as  a  carpen¬ 
ter,  worked  a  few  da\s  as  such,  and  was  then  appointed  a  boss  over 
a  set  of  labouring:  men,  ensaged  in  w-heeling,  &c.  During  the  time 
I  was  b.oss,  I  received  two  dollars  per  day.  I  was  not  a  wheeling 
hand,  but  superintended  the  others.  I  kept  the  time  of  the  hands.— 
Mr.  Patterson  did  not  furnish  me  with  cheek- rolls  for  that  purpose.  I 
took  the  time  on  a  piece  of  paper,  and  handed  it  over  to  him.  Pat¬ 
terson  came  to  see  us  daily.  I  gave  Patterson  my  blotter  at  the  end 
of  each  week — sometimes  at  the  end  of  the  month.  Patterson  never 
called  upon  me  to  be  qualified  to  my  rolls.  He  depended  upon 
me  for  their  correctness.  I  was  at  the  aqueduct  a  few  days.  I  think 
while  I  was  gone,  Mr.  Smith  kept  the  check-rolls  of  my  hands.  I  was 
paid  by  Mr.  Patterson,  generally,  Mr.  Steel,  I  think,  paid  me  the  first 
time.  There  were  from  twenty  to  thirty  hands  for  whom  I  kept  lime. 

DAVID  BERLIN. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  July  31,  1839,  before  Geo.  R.  Espy. 
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A.  Pattehsgn,  sworn>-  i  am  a  merchant  ji-esiding  at  Williamsburg, 
.s.;metime3  farm  a  little,  and  distil  occasionally;  I  sold  goods  for  the  use 
of  the  commonwealth  during  the  repair  of  the  Juniata  breach. 
The  first  goods  1  sold,  wei>e  called  for  by  Air.  Fox  (one  of  the  fore- 
nr.en.)  Another  charge  in  the  books  were  called  for  by  Thos.  Pat- 
iterson  (another  foreman.)  I  have  written  orders  for  other  charges, 
iVom  different  other  loremen.  The  first  two  were  verbal.  There 
were  none  others  ordered  goods,  except  these  and  some  orders  from 
Hewit  (the  supervisor.)  David  M’Murtrie  (the  commissary)  never 
gave  me  any  order  to  deliver  goods. 

Previous  to  the  break,  I  hired  four  horse  teams  for  three  dollars; 
from  that  to  four  W’as  the  puce  :  since  the  repairs,  about  four  dollars 
was  the  price.  I  had  a  good  deal  of  whiskey  during  the  repair. — 
Major  Fox  asked  me  what  1  could  supply  them  with  v/hiskey  for.  I 
told  him  I  could  furnish  it  at  o7h  cents  per  gallon.  I  sold  a  barrel  to 
Thomas  Patterson,  at  37^  cents.  After  that,  {  was  not  called  upon 
for  some  time  to  supply  more,  and  understood  it  hail  been  got  from 
/.earner  and  others.  Some  time  in  September,  I  was  called  upon  by 
Mr.  Learner,  who  told  mo  his  supply  had  run  short,  and  he  wanted 
to  purchase  some  of  me.  I  gave  him  about  twenty  barrels,  at  37^ 
P'cr  gallon.  This  whiskey  was  delivered  on  Mr.  Learner’s  order,  to 
various  persons  on  the  canal,  supervisors,  &c.  After  that,  late  in 
the  fall,  whiskey  raised,  and  I  did  not  leave  Learner  have  any  more. 
Fox,  (the  foreman)  and  other  foremen  along  the  canal,  then  ordered 
some  from  me.  1  charged  for  the  last,  50  cents  ;  towards  the  close  of 
the  work,  probably  a  few  barrels,  higher.  During  that  time,  I  sold 
/.earner  whiskey  lor  his  own  use.  The  whiskey  1  sold  to  Learner, 
was  taken  away  by  the  State  carts,  and  the  hands  in  the  employ  of 
the  State,  I  would  have  cheerfully  made  a  contract,  in  the  month  of 
.Uily,  for  100  barrels,  at  371  cents  :  ary  lime  in  the  month  of  August, 

1  would  have  taken  37^  cents. 

A.  PATTERSON. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  July  31,  1839,  before  Geo.  R.  Espy. 

’’^FNRY'  F.  Spiese,  affirnuch — I  attended  the  mill  of  John  K.  Neff, 
.:i  Williamsburg,  during  the  summer  of  ’38,  (now  Neff  &  Hewit,) 
during  the  break  of  the  canal.  I  kept  the  account  book  of  original 
entries  during  that  time,  generally :  they  were  always  open  to  my 
inspection.  There  was  flour,  corn,  rye  and  oats  charged  to  the 
cemmon wealth.  They  were  got  generally  by  APConnell  (the  fore¬ 
man)  and  Hewit,  (the  supervisor)  Fenlon,  (the  foreman)  Green,  (the 
foreman)  or  their  hands.  These  goods  were  taken  away  by  the 
carts  which  I  considered  engaged  on  the  public  works.  The  carters 
who  drove  them,  were  men  engaged  on  the  public  works.  I  think 
there  were  from  twenty  to  thirty  barrels  of  flour  taken.  Altogether, 
perhaps  six  or  seven  hundred  bushels  of  chops  were  taken,  perhaps 
more.  It  was  used  as  feed  for  the  teams.  I  think  that  Nicholas 
Hewit  got  some  corn  in  the  ears.  There  was  100  bushels  of  oats, 
or  more,  taken  not  chopped.  At  the  lime  I  came  first,  I  think  1 
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heard  Mr.  Neff  say  boards  were  selling  at  from  $1  25  to  $1  50. — 
The  selling  price  o/'  corn  at  the  comnafeocement.  was  7  5  cents,  and 
oats  50  cents — but  grain  got  higher.  !  thirik  most  of  the  produ:-'* 
was  sold  at  the  lowest  price.  The  rise  did  not  take  place  till  in  Sep¬ 
tember  :  most  of  it  was  got  before  that. 

HENRY  II.  SPIESE. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  July  31,  1839,  before  Geo.  R.  Espy. 

John  Shaw,  sworn. — I  worked  as  an  apprentice  under  Thos.  Pat¬ 
terson,  in  building  lock-houses.  I  was  not  a  stale  hand  on  the  publ;  • 
works,  I  worked  part  of  two  days  at  a  slate  shantee,  while  appren¬ 
ticed  to  Patterson.  Some  of  the  lumber  used  in  building  three  lock- 
houses,  was  of  that  taken  from  the  slate  shantees.  There  w-as  a 
great  deal  of  stuff  taken  fiom  the  shantees,  and  used  up  in  building 
the  lock-houses.  It  was  all  good  stuff.  Patterson  did  use  stuff  taken 
off  the  canal,  wdiich  I  supposed  he  bought  from  the  state.  Stuff 
which  had  been  on  the  public  works,  were  put  into  each  of  the  loek- 
houses.  I  heard  Patterson  say  he  had  bought  lumber  for  weather- 
boarding  the  lock- houses,  before  the  break.  They  were  hauled  by 
his  own  teams.  I  was  but  once  along  the  canal,  to  collect  lumber  for 
the  use  ol  the  lock-houses. 

JOHN  SHAW. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  Jul^'^  31,  1839,  before  Geo.  R.  Espy. 

William  G.  Hewit,  sworn. — I  am  at  present  the  partner  of  John 
K.  Neff,  miller,  in  Williamsburg.  In  our  firm  books,  I  find  the  fol¬ 
lowing  charges  against  the  commonwealth  : 
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i.een  paki  by  Steel,  or  the  supervisor.  My  partner,  Mr.  Neff,  settled 
k.  Neither  Mr.  M’Murtrie,  or  any  other  state  officer,  to  my  knowl¬ 
edge,  gave  the  directions  to  charge  these  articles  to  the  commonwealth. 
VVhen  Neff  and  I  commenced  partnership,  there  was  much  grain  on 
hand  owned  by  Neff  individually  i  a  large  proportion  sold  to  the 
CO mnwn wealth  was  of  this  grain,  and  the  account  kept  by  Mr.  Neff. 
Where  Green  is  charged  with  $4  50  and  credited  with  ^30,  I  pre¬ 
sume  Green  paid  the  $30. 

WM.  G.  HEWIT. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  July  31,  1339,  before  Geo.  R.  Esey. 

Hugh  Slowy,  sworn. — I  worked  under  Barny  Duffy  as  foreman, 
near  Spang’s  works.  Barny  Duffy  paid  me  to  the  last  of  November, 
all  the  lime.  1  worked  about  four  months,  commencing  about  tlie 
middle  of  August.  I  worked  about  the  aqueduct.  I  know  James 
Fenlon  t  he  was  not  foreman  at  the  aqueduct,  and  kept  no  time  there. 
Duffy  kept  the  time  of  John  Carr,  James  Brown,  and  Arthur  Rogers. 
Carr  was  a  kind  of  cobbling  carpenter — the  other,  were  laboring  men. 
i  know  of  no  names  of  those  read  to  me  from  the  roll  just  read — 
James  Fcnlon’s  roll  of  November,  1838 — at  the  aqueduct,  but  the 
the  ones  above  mentioned.  I  am  certain  that  James  Fenlon  had  no 
control  over  the  work  at.  the  aqueduc!,  in  November,  1838.  There 
was  one  foreman,  David  S.  Rhule,  between  the  aqueduct  and  Fenloa’s 
job.  Fenion’s  job  was  about  three  miles  from  the  aqueduct.  I  board¬ 
ed  at  the  public  shantee.  We  had  from  twenty  to  thirty  boarders  in 
the  months  of  September  and  November.  John  Pratt,  Patrick  M’- 
Cormick,  and  Thomas  Rowland,  by  Barny  Duffy’s  orders,  remained 
after  the  work  was  stopped,  and  gathered  up  the  tools,  cooking  uten¬ 
sils,  &.C.,  and  brought  them  up  to  ilollidaysburg.  Barny  Duffy  told 
these  men,  that  he  had  heard  that  Slonebreaker’s  shantee  had  been 
broken  open,  and  a  great  many  things  taken  out ;  and  that  they  should 
go  and  get  what  was  left.  Carr,  Brown,  and  Rogers,  left  the  job  he¬ 
ld  re  1  did. 

His 

HUGH  X  SLOWY. 
mark. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  August  2,  1839,  before  me,  Geo  R.  Espy. 

John  Lowey  Johnson,  S'ivorn — 1  was  clerl-i  in  the  store  of  Peter 
Hewit,  during  the  time  of  repairing  the  break  on  the  Jimiata  division 
of  the  Pennsylvania  canal,  in  1838.  Peter  Hewit  bought  of  John 
Andre,  of  Pittsburg,  100  barrels  of  flour,  on  a  draft  of  six  months, 
which  was  sold  to  the  Commonwealth.  The  amount  paid  for  the 
four  v.as  $600  00.  That  is  the  bill  for  the  100  barrels  of  flour  :  it 
■s  charged  at  $7  00.  Th(3  flour  was  purchased  a  few  weeks  after 
the  break,  which  occurred  on  the  19th  June,  and  was  all  taken  away 
in  the  course  of  three  months.  The  flour  was  paid  for  by  Nicholas 
Hewit,  on  July  30th.  I  made  out  this  bill  for  P.  Hewit,  in  which  a 
barrel  of  mackerel  is  charged  at  $16  00,  on  October  IStl),  IS  >8.  I 


also  made  out  this  bid,  In  wliich  a  barrel  of  rnacbei.  1  is  charged  or. 
October' ist,  at  $10  00.  Both  bills  were  made  ol*  undfr  the  dir^i - 
lion  of  Mr.  Hewit.  This  bill  contains  an  a-cccun’  of  all  the  lumber 
sold  by  Mr.  P.  Hewit,  to  the  Corri.nranveahi).  '1  lie  prices  chargi  d  in 
this  bill,  were  for  the  lumber  at  I]ciliaaysr;nrg.  ^tbcilo!as  Ilt  w.: 
bought  of  P.  Hewit,  lumber  to  the  amount  of  ^^1511  47,  to  be  d.  liv- 
ered  in  Holliday3')u:'0[,  at  llie  prices  marked  ;n  this  b;!i.  IVter  Hew.: 
employed  the  teams  which  hauled  the  lumber  from  the  saw  mil's  n 
this  place,  and  paid  therein  store  goods  and  cash.  'I  hese  charg.-- 
were  made  from  lime  to  time,  and  1  am  unable  to  point  them  out. — 
Peter  Hewit  had  no  other  teams  on  the  public  v.orks,  except  iLo^ 
engaged  in  hauling  lumber.  One  of  the  lumber  teams  was  drivet'i 
bv  James  Galbreath.  Four  or  five  of  the  Trouts  were  engaged  ir^ 
hauling  lumber  for  P.  Hewit.  Jacob  Leanirr  was  another  who  hauled 
lumber. 

The  2  inch  planks  cost  at  the  miil  from  $13  to  22  pc.^  thousand. 

((  |1.  ((  n  a  lo  13  “ 

1  and  Ij  “  “  9  13  ‘• 

The  lumber  was  ail  purchased  after  tlie  break  at  ihe  mills,  by  Peter 

Hewit,  In  addition  to  the  $1511  47  mentioned  above,  I  find  a  charg.- 
for  lumber  of  $104  16.  Galbreath  and  four  horses,  was  allowe  i 
S4  00  per  day,  by  P.  Hewit,  for  lianiiug  lumber.  Learner  and  f  ii. 
horses,  the  same,  i  do  not  remember  liic  bargain  wiih  the  Ticjv-s. 
P.  Hewit  charged  the  Commo.nwealih  $6  00  j>er  day  for  iheir  sni.nu 
teams.  This  signature,  certify ing  the  correcine.ss  of  this  bill  of  luur 
sheets,  containing  the  charges  of  IVier  Hewit  for  merchandise,  iiaui- 
ing  and  boards,  is  ti.e  hand  'writing  of  Nicholas  Hewit.  At  the  re- 
quest  of  Nicholas  Hewit,  Peter  Hewit  bought  in  Pittsburg  the  pork 
lurnished  by  him  to  the  Commonwealin.  The  speruiaccti  cancile- 
charged  in  this  bill,  were  used  in  the  slinnlee  in  lieu  of  oil.  I  had  di- 
rections  from  P.  Hewit,  to  charge  certain  articles  to  the  Common, 
wealth  at  "higher  rates  than  the  same  were  sold  to  individuals,  i  was 
here  at  the  time  of  the  sale,  b\"  vendue,  of  the  tools,  A:c.  belonging  to 
the  Commonwealth.  I  did  not  see  the  goods  sold,  but  was  told  b  •' 
Peter  Boyle,  a  purchaser,  that  some  articles  were  sold  boxed  up. — 
Others  told  me  the  same  thing.  Part  of  the  lumber  was  bought  a: 

t. . 

Thomas  Green’s  mill,  nart  at  Trout’s.,  part  at  Bniith's.  These  mil’s 
are  from  12  to  IG  milvs  from  Holiidavsburg.  Thev  are  located  in 
Tuckahoe  or  Logan’s  valley'.  The  teams  generally  brought  one  ioa  i 
a  day,  I  know  David  Hevwit,  jr.  Pie  is  a  wagon  maker  by' trade. 
Ha  had  no  team  in  1838.  1  know  J.  Moore  Piewif.  As  a  business 

man,  he  always  signs  his  name  J.  Moore  Hewit.  I  am  acquointccl 
with  Plugh  Hart  :  he  never  has  dene  business  for  himself.  T1  ' 
l  and  writing  of  this  bill,  B.  No.  184,  is  larger  than  Plugh  Hartks  - — 
Last  summer,  during  the  break,  Hugh  Hart  was  engaged  in  attendin  » 
bar  for  Nicholas  Plewit.  I  know  Robert  R.  M’Kee  :  be  was  engaged  last 
summer  in  building  brid.cres  on  the  canal,  for  which  ho  had  a  contract. 
I  know  Clark  Thurston:  he  drove  Nicholas  IlewitV.  team  last  suu:- 
mer.  during  the  break.  All  the  goods  charged  in  the  bills  of  Peter 

^  Cj  t.” 
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flcwit,  were  deiivercd  on  (he  order  of  James  M.  or  ?sichoias  Fiewil-- 
Barny  Duffy  did  not  work  as  foreman  at  the  repairing  the  breach  on 
The  railroad,  between  the  weigh  scales  and  viaduct,  in  the  summer  of 
1 808. 

The  2  inch  plar^k  were  sold  to  the  commonwealth  by  P.  Hewit,  at 
$>33  00  per  thousand  ;  the  \\  and  1,  do.  at  t|2()  00;  the  |  do.  at 
00.  David  Lie  wit,  sen.  had  but  one  team,  which  was  a  four 
horse  team,  drove  by  a  man  of  the  nanrje  of  Oewil-— not  his  son^ 
Nicholas  Mewit  had  one  two  horse  team,  driven  by  Clark  Thurston. 

I  know  no  Nicholas  Hewit,  jr.,  or  of  any  team  kept  in  that  name. — 
Nicholas  Hewit,  as  a  business  man,  signs  his  name  in  lull,  Nicholas 
Hewit,  and  not  N.  Hewit.  1  know  of  no  James  Hewit,  other  than 
J.  Moore  Hewit,  nor  of  any  team  kept  in  the  name.  I  know  of  no 
team  kept  in  the  name  of  J.  xM.  Hewit,  nor  of  any,  save  those  men¬ 
tioned,  kept  in  the  name  of  any  Hewit. 

J.  L.  JOHNSON. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  August  2d,  1839,  before  rno.  Geo.  R.  Espy. 

RTCiiAiiD  W.  Yocum,  52^0 ri"?. — I  commenced  working  on  the  break 
at  Mr.  Spangs;  1  worked  at  diOerent  places  along  the  line,  until  some¬ 
time  in  .June  or  July;  i  arrived  at  Mr.  Rule’s  job;  I  worked  as  mud 
boss,  when  {arrived  at  Pt.u!es;  I  did  not  keep  any  account  of  the  lime, 
^^xcept  in  Rule’s  absence,  atid  when  he  returned  I  rendered  tlie  ac¬ 
count  to  him;  I  worked  witli  Rule  more  than  two  months;  I  worked 
occasionally  at  biacksmithing,  but  not  a  whole  day  at  any  one  time; 
sometimes,  at  noon,  at  horse  shoeing,  sometimes  atjlnishing  work, 
when  help  was  needed;  I  received  two  dollars  per  day  for  my  wages, 
less  thirty  cents  per  day  for  boarding.  I  left  Rules  and  went  to  work 
mi  Duffy’s  job;  cannot  tell  at  what  time  I  left  Rule;  my  business  under 
Duffy,  was  the  same  as  under  Rule,  and  my  nay  the  same;  1  have  no 
lime  charged  for  the  last  few  days  of  September,  nor  was  I  enlillcd 
to  any;  I  was  in  Huntingdon  at  the  Inspectors’  election;  one  of  the 
hands  of  Mr.  Rule’s  job  was  therewith  me:  I  went  with  Mr.  Sprinjer, 
who  worked  on  Duffy’s  job;  I  was  allowed  time  for  the  time  1  was  at 
Huntingdon  at  the  election;  Mr.  Rule  told  me  to  go,  and  he  would 
allow  me  time.  When  Rule’s  shanlee  was  broken  up,  the  bedding, 
fools,  cooking  utensils,  dec.  were  taken  to  Du.flVy  shanlee;  my  busi¬ 
ness  was  a  genera!  supervision  of  the  hands  and  work,  to  keep  the 
runs  clean,  the  carts  in  order  and  the  Iiands  at  work;  the  greatest 
number  of  carts  on  our  job,  at  any  one  time,  was  eighteen  or  nine¬ 
teen;  my  bill  at  Hijntingdon  was  three  or  four  dollars  and  some  cents, 
which  was  refunded  by  the  landlord;  Mr.  M’Connell,  on  being  told  by 
Mr.  Wharton,  that  the  Huntingdon  people  would  pay  our  bills;  Mr. 
Springer’s  bill  was  also  paid  in  the  same  way  and  to  about  the  same 
amount;  I  w-is  absent  at  Huntingdon  three  or  four  days;  Robert  Davis 
of  Duffy’s  job,  was  also  with  us  at  Huntingdon,  and  another  man 
who.se  name  I  do  not  recoIU'cl;  xMr.  Wright’s  bill,  f  belive,  was  also 
paid;  Mr.  Wright  was  not  a  state  hand,  bo  was  clerk  at  Spangs;  1 
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thmk  i  heard  Robert  Davis  say  he  had  a  ehirt  washed  at  the  IT  jntiriL'- 
don  dam,  at  the  time  oi’  the  election. 

R.  w.  YO.  :m, 

Sworn  and  subscribed,  Aug.  2,  1839,  before  me. 

Edmund  Burke,  sworn — I  was  employed  to  work  on  th(  .rcak, 
by  Mr.  Alexander  M’Conneli;  I  worked  under  Thomas  Patter-  n,one 
month,  and  then  under  Mr.  Green,  until  the  15th  of  Decei  ber;  1 
worked  about  six  weeks,  it  w'as  above  Williamsburg,  and  the  rest  of  the 
time,  until  December  15,  at  Spang’s;  1  acted  as  boss,  had  fifty  or 
sixty  men  under  me,  whose  time  1  kept  weekly,  and  at  the  end  of  the 
week  handed  the  accounts  to  Mr.  Green,  to  copy,  keeping  the  original 
myself;  I  was  not  required  to  wmrk  myself,  but  occasionally  oisisted 
at  loading  the  carts;  Mr.  Fenlon,  I  believe,  was  general  superinten¬ 
dent  along  the  line,  under  Mr.  M’Conneli,  but  did  not  appear  to  have 
any  particular  charge;,  he  rode  along  the  line  once  or  twice  a  week; 
I  heard  that  Mr.  Chapman  had  taken  away  the  property  of  the  state; 
it  was  Mr.  Kiernan,  his  clerk,  who  told  me  my  wages  were  $2  00  per 
day,  and  my  board  was  not  deducted;  1  did  not  swear  to  my  accounts 
nor  was  I  required  to  swear  to  them;  Mr.  M’Connell  was  chief  superin¬ 
tendent  of  the  division,  and  hurried  me  whenever  he  carr»e  along;  I 
wish  to  have  it  said  that  I  never  was  more  attentive  to  w’crk  m  my 
life,  than  I  was  at  that  break;  the  hands  that  worked  under  my  charge, 
were  paid  for  the  time  occupied  in  attending  the  election  at  .  lorris 
township;  they  all  worked  until  breakfast  time,  and  some  wo/ked  in 
the  afternoon  after  we  returned.. 

EDMUND  BURKE. 

Sworn  and  subscribed,  Aug.  2,  1839,  before  me.  Geo.  R.  Esuy. 

Henry  Fox,  sworn — [  was  employed  by  Alexander  M’Conuell,  as 
a  foreman,  on  the  break;  I  worked  at  the  guard  lock,  below  Wil¬ 
liamsburg,  and  on  the  towpath  bridge — I  kept  the  time  of  the  hands: 
I  kept  the  check  roils,  from  the  lime  1  received  from  the  under  bosses; 
in  July  we  had  the  largest  number  of  hands,  say  one  hundred — I  had 
bosses  over  all  the  hands,  who  made  the  return  of  the  hand’s  iime  to 
me  about  once  a  week,  some  times  not  so  ofien — I  continued  at  work 
from  Jtme  26,  to  the  last  of  November — I  kept  the  public  shanlce  and 
hired  (he  women  to  superintend  it,  1  had  generally  two  wOiUen,  a 
short  time  in  July  three  and  at  another  time,  but  cne — I  oft-  n  went 
to  procure  provisions — I  went  as  foreman  to  the  Commonwealth — 1 
procured  the  provisons  at  times,  on  my  own  orders.  In  July  and 
part  of  August  there  were  three  teams;  one  owned  by  a  man  named 
Evans,  one  by  Shanafelt,  Abraham,  the  other  was  my  ('Vi  n,  two 
horse  team.  Two  of  the  team.«,  mine  and  another  were  co  ntinued 
nearly  all  the  time — they  were  ail  two  hor.se  teams.  In  November 
the  hands  were  allowed  time  lor  all  Sundays,  except  one — i  was  allow¬ 
ed  time  for  Sunday,  throughout  the  job — 1  was  paid  $2  50  per  J  y  for 
my  services,  as  superintendent  of  the  work ;  the  girls  names  were 
Susanna  Carr,  Maria  Carr  &  Susanna  Bryarle;  noijill  was  made  out 
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for  the  keeping  of  the  Shantee ;  the  girls  time  were  kept  on  the  check 
roll,  1  think  my  own  lime  was  charged  for  the  day  of  the  election — 
Mr.  iM’Donald,  also,  kept  a  shantee  as  I  did  mine.  Mr.  iVi’Connell, 
supervisor,  authorised  me  to  keep  the  public  shantee;  the  property  ot 
the  shantee  was  taken  to  Williamsburg,  when  the  work  was  done, 
and  deposited  in  M’Connell’s  ofRco,  without  being  receipted  for  by 
any  one  ;  I  took  the  account  of  the  bosses  for  the  lime  of  the  men  ;  f 
was  not  always  present,  was  gome  times  absent  two  and  three  days  at 
a  time;  from  the  statement  thus  furnished  by  the  bosses,  I  made  put 
the  general  check  roll,  which  T  furnished  to  Mr.  M’Connell.  Mr. 
Steele  came  to  the  job  to  pay  off  the  hands  but  once  ;  that  was  in  the 
month  of  July  :  Mr.  Steele  was  informed  of  the  manner  in  which  the 
time  of  the  men  wu.is  obtained,  and  the  check  rolls  made  out ;  I  do  not 
recollect  that  he  made  any  objections  to  this  method  of  keeping  check 
rolls;  I  never  had  worked  on  a  canal  before.  After  the  month  of 
July,  I  generally  paid  the  hands  myself;  Mr.  M’Connell  furnished 
me  the  money;  I  swore  to  the  check  rolls,  before  the  men  were 
paid,  and  I  think  that  Mr.  M.  M’Connell  certified  to  them  after. 
When  hands  left  before  the  expiration  of  the  month,  I  paid  them, 
taking  their  leceipts  on  the  check  rolls.  Mr.  M’Connell  recommended 
to  me  to  employ  under  bosses,  steady  men,  whose  word  could  bo 
taken.  I  was  not  considered  a  labouring  hand.  Mr.  M’Connel  in¬ 
formed  me  that  my  duty  w'as  that  of  supervisor  of  the  men  and  work. 
When  I  sent  for  feed  I  sent  a  state  team,  but  the  time  thus  occupied 
was  not  charged  to  the  commonwealth.  I  was  present  one  day  at  the 
vendue  of  the  public  property  at  this  place.  Some  of  the  articles  sold 
were  boxed  up.  The  articles  were  bed  clothes,  cooking  utensils, 
knives,  forks  and  kitchen  furniture,  generally.  They  were  sold  by 
Nicholas  llewit,  supervisor.  1  bought  several  lots,  among  the  rest 
two  boxes,  one  of  kitchen  furniture  and  one  of  bedding.  The  boxes 
were  of  the  common  size  of  drv  good  packing  boxes;  the  one  con- 
taining  the  kitchen  furniture  was  not  full.  1  paid  for  the  other  about 
$20,00.  I  think  it  contained  5  pair  or  9. — 11  single  blankets — small 
size,  but  good.  I  think  30  or  33  haps  or  cover-lets;  from  20  to  30 
straw  ticks  with  bolsters  and  sheets.  The  latter  articles  vrere  not  all 
in  the  box,  but  were  contained  in  part  in  two  other  lots,  bought  at  the 
same  time,  for  one  of  which  I  paid  7  and  the  others  dollars.  I  paid 
lor  the  box  containing  kitchen  furniture  $7  50.  It  contained  knives, 
forks,  plates,  spoons,  buckets,  coffee  pots,  &c.  Several  other  similar 
lots  were  sold  ;  the  kitchen  fiirnilurc  was  generally  sold  in  this  way. 
I  saw  some  tools  sold.  Picks,  saws,  axes,  log-chains,  sold  in  lots 
also.  Some  bar  iron,  probably  several  tons,  were  sold  on  that  day. 
f  think  it  was  sold  by  the  ton.  I  do  not  know  whether  I  was  present 
when  the  bar  iron  was  knocked  off’;  but  think  I  heard  the  first  ton 
cried  at  $80  00.  1  think  ihe  blankets  cost  originally  2  or  3  dollars 

pr.  pair.  Haps  cost  from  $2  to  $2  50  per  piece.  I  had  some  made 
for  the  shantee  and  know  the  price.  The  ticks  cost  when  new,  on  an 
average  $2  each.  The  lot  of  hardware  I  judged  to  be  worth  $15  00. 
I  went  on  the  line,  generally,  by  the  name  of  Major  Fox  I  was  in 
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Huntingdon  in  August,  was  there  again  some  two  or  three  weeks  af¬ 
ter.  The  most  of  the  time  that  I  was  absent  was  marked  on  the  check 
roll.  My  work  ceased  on  the  last  day  of  November.  There  was  no  ¬ 
man  of  the  name  of  Michael  Fox  on  my  work.  D.  M’Mutrie,  jr.  did 
not  to  my  knowledge  furnish  any  provisions  on  my  \vork.  1  was  told 
by  3rConnell  that  flour  and  bacon  had  been  purchased  from  Samuei 
V.  Green,  for  the  use  of  the  commonwealth.  1  was  told  that  a  quan¬ 
tity  of  flour  and  bacon  had  been  purchased  from  off  a  boat  for  the  use 
of  the  commonwealth,  and  the  supervisors  were  directed  to  send  to 
Williamsburo;,  where  they  wanted  the  articles.  Dr.  Coflee  was  not  on 
the  canal.  So  far  as  I  know  I  think  M’Connell  did  tell  me  that  Dr. 
Coffee  was  to  attend  to  certain  loading  and  the  procuring  certain  pro¬ 
visions.  1  do  not  know  that  Nicholas  Hewit,  or  any  other  Flewit, 
had  any  teams  on  the  work.  I  bespoke  lumber  from  different  persons 
for  the  use  of  the  commonwealth  ;  but  made  no  bargain,  except  for 
what  I  sold  myself  for  which  I  received  $l  00  per  hundred,  board 
measure.  I  have  no  bill  for  haulins^.  1  do  not  know  who  received 
the  lumber  which  was  forwarded  to  this  j>Iace  ;  I  did  hear  that  some 
person  here  was  to  attend  to  it.  It  miglit  have  been  Dr.  Coffee  or  it 
might  have  been  some  one  else. 

HENRY  FOX. 

Sworn  and  subscribed,  August  2nd,  1839,  before  me.  Geo.  R.  Espy. 

Hugh  Meloy,  Sworn — I  kept  a  boarding  house  at  Spang’s  Forge, 
during  the  break;  the  lime  was  kept  by  Barney  Duffy  and  John  Britt, 
Britt  was  a  boss  under  Duffy;  the  regular  hands  on  this  job  were  from 
eighty  to  one  hundred;  the  hands,  with  the  exception  of  one  or  two, 
boarded  at  the  shantee;  they  agreed  to  pay  me  $1  25  per  day  and  my 
expenses,  dowm;  my  wife's  wages  were  one  dollar  per  day;  I  had  two 
daughters  who  received  $1  75  per  week  each  ;  there  was  also  a  girl 
hired,  named  Farren,  who  received  1  75  per  week;  also  the  flour  was 
hauled  from  Williamsburg,  by  the  wagons  in  employ  of  the  state;  I 
packed  up  ihe  kitchen  furniture  and  bedding  of  the  shantees  ;  they 
were  hauled  off  to  Flollidaysburg  by  Jem  Ferren,  who,  I  believe,  had 
orders  from  Duffy  ;  I  s‘d7/  some  of  the  property  sold  at  Hollidaysburg; 
I  understood  from  Farren,  that  Spang’s  girl  got  what  articles  were  left 
in  the  shantee  ;  there  were  some  plates,  some  skillets,  fragments  of 
barrels  of  flour,  molasses,  &;c.;  I  do  not  know  of  M’Connell  having 
any  teams  on  this  job;  I  was  at  Morris  township  the  day  of  the  In. 
spectors  election  ;  ihe  most  of  the  hands  went  also ;  I  thought,  at  the 
general  election,  there  were  as  many  as  three  hundred  hands  going  to 
Morris  township,  passing  our  job. 

His 

HUGHM  MELOY. 

Mark. 

Sworn  and  subscribed,  Aug.  2,  1839,  before  me,  Geo.  R.  Espy. 

Samuel  Frampton,  Esq.  stuoru— Alexander  M’Connei!,  late  super¬ 
visor,  and  James  Arthur,  came  into  mv  office  on  the  2Gth  or  2Bih  of 
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March  last;  t':ere  was  a  bill  or  statement  of  $700,  faro  of  hands, 
brought  from  Pittsburg;  they  laid  the  bill  on  the  table,  cird  afKr  some 
conversation,  they  altered  the  bill,  or  wrote  a  new  one  of  a  larger 
amount,  say  $740;  Mr.  McConnell  certified  the  account,  and  Arthur 
then  wrote  a  receipt;  the  amount  charged  was  for  passage  only;  Mr. 
M’Connell  said  that  he  did  not  know  vvhether  the  commonwealth 
would  pay  the  bill  or  not,  but  that  he  meant  to  try  them;  the  men  were 
brought  over  in  September  or  October. 

SAMUEL  FRAMPTON, 

Sworn  and  subscribed,  Aug.  2,  1839,  before  me,  Geo.  R.  Espy, 

John  Downey,  sworn— -In  the  month  of  July,  1888,  Mr.  John 
Andre,  of  Pittsburg,  had  two  hundred  barrels  flour  carried  by  J.- 
O’Connor,  &  Co.;  the  flour  vvas  detained  et  this  place  by  the  break, 
and  was  offered  for  sale  by  Mr.  Andre;  Mr.  Andre  and  myself  called 
on  Nicholas  Hewitt,  to  whom  Mr.  Audre  offered  the  flour  at  six  dol¬ 
lars  per  barrel,  taking  his  own  paper  or  the  paper  of  the  state,  at  three 
months  for  the  amount;  Hewitt  declined  the  purchase,  on  the  plea  that 
it  was  too  heavy  a  lot  of  flour  to  have  on  hand  at  one  tim  :;  Nicholas 
Hewitt  went  away  and  Peter  Hewitt  came  and  purchased  one  liundred 
barrels  of  the  flour,  the  other  hundred  were  bought  by  James  Martin; 
I  believe  that  Nicholas  Hewitf,  told  Peter  of  the  flour  heitUT  for  sale. 

JOHN  DOWNEY. 

Sworn  and  subscribed,  Aug.  3,  1839,  before  me,  Geo.  R.  Espy. 

J.  Lowry  Johnston,  re-examined — I  think  there  were  not  more 
than  eight  hogsheads  of  bacon  furnished  by  Peter  Hewitt,  to  the  com¬ 
monwealth;  the  seconu  lot  of  flour  furnished  by  P.  Hewitt,  was  the 
one  hundred  barrels  purchased  from  Andre;  the  first  was  thirty-six, 
and  the  next  seven  barrels,  in  all  one  hundred  and  forty-three,  which 
was  all  the  flour  furnished  the  commonwealth  by  P.  Hewitt;  this  bill 
of  lumber  which  1  have  marked  5,  is  included  and  settled  in  the  ac¬ 
count,  I  have  marked  1,  2,  3,  4,  amounting  in  all  lo  $3,501  57,  which 
money  1  saw  Mr.  Peter  Hewitt,  receive  from  Nicholas  Hewitt,  on 
September  18,  1839;  the  bills,  as  they  stand,  are  correct  as  lo  the  arti¬ 
cles  firnishcd;  the  credit  of  $1,737  24,  in  the  bill  1,  2,  3,  4,  is  for 
money  received  from  Nicholas  Hewitt,  and  not  as  would  appear  from 
the  credit  for  articles  returned  ;  for  the  articles  thus  paid  for,  no  bill 
was  rendered;  there  was  no  bacon  sold  to  the  commonv>makh  but  by 
the  hogshead  ;  the  goods  were  taken  away  bv  Hewitt’s  team,  driven 
by  Clark  Thurston  -Clark  Thurston  was  hired  by  NicJiol;:  ;  Hewitt, 
and  drove  his  team  in  November;  this  is  Nicholas  Hewitt’s  signature 
lo  the  certificate  of  bill  letter  D,  No.  123,  endorsed  Clark  'Thurston, 
$161  25;  Clark  Thurston  had  no  other  occupation  than  driving  team: 
he  had  no  potatoes  nor  other  kinds  of  prodace  for  sale,  to  my  knowl- 
ledge;  he  was  at  the  store  generally  every  day;  this  bill  of  July-  1838, 
letter  A,  No.  131,  endorsed  Peter  Hewitt’s  bill,  $1,737  24,  \yas  made 
out  by  me.  Robert  R.  M’Kee,  furnished  no  lumber  except  on  his 
own  contracts;  he  had  not,  to  my  knowledge,  any  contract  for  .-apply- 
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it)g  with  butter  and  whiskey;  I  know  Caleb  F.  Delaney,  he  owned  a 
team  wibich  ran  from  this  place  to  Huntingdon,  during  the  break,  but 
1  do  not  know  that  his  team  was  engaged  on  the  public  work;  Dr. 
CofToe  owned  no  team  that  I  know  of;  I  believe  this  bill,  letter  B, 
No.  120,  endorsed  Coffee  &  Delany,  S102  64},  to  be  in  the  hand 
w'riting  of  Dr.  James  Coffee;  I  have  no  knowledged  oi  any  partner¬ 
ship  existing  or  having  existed  between  Coffee  and  Delany;  Peter 
Hewitt  did  not,  to  my  knowledge,  receive  any  money  from  James 
Steel;  tlie  wheel vvright  shop  is  carried  on  by  David  Hewitt,  Sen.  or 
J.  David  Hewitt,  jr.  the  latter  is  the  principal  person;  Peter  Hewitt  was 
not  directed  by  D.  i\Pi\Iutrie,  jr.  to  lurnish  provisions;  he  received  his 
directions  from  Nicholas  Hewitt;  Daniel  Hewitt,  lives  on  Spruce  creek, 
lie  did  not,  to  my  knowledge,  furnish  any  wheel  barrows;  the  orders 
iorgoods,  &c.  for  the  commonwealth,  were  brought  by  Nicholas  Hew¬ 
itt  and  J.  Moore  Hewitt. 

J.  L.  .TOHNSON. 

-Sworn  and  subscribed,  Aug.  3,  1830,  before  me,  Ceo.  U.  Espy. 


VV:,i.  CoNPaoiv,  swo^n — I  was  engaged  on  the  pteblic  works,  from 
Robt.  Hamilton’s  to  the  first  dam  ;  under  Nicholas  Hewitt;  I  had  con¬ 
tracts  for  the  delivery  of  timber;  I  furnished  and  delivered  14,278  feet 
of  round  timber,  as  shown  by  my  account  which  1  now  hold  in  my 
hand,  this  was  nine  cents  per  foot-;  I  also  furnished  2,269  feet,  edge 
timber,  at  ten  cents  per  foot:  I  also  rafted  and  hauled  timber  furnished 
l)y  others,  for  which  I  was  to  have  two  cents  per  foot :  I  also  furnish¬ 
ed  sheeting  at  13cts.  per  foot,  delivered  at  Peter  Goods.  I  am  acquan- 
ted  with  Robert  R.  M’Kec,  he  did  not  deliver  any  timber  at  Royer’s 
dam,  to  rny  knowledge  ;  he  did  not  deliver  any  boards  or  plank  at 
Royer’s  dam,  to  my  knowledge;  there  was  no  railing  put  up  between 
this  place  and  Royer’s  dam  by  any  persons  but  myself;  I  was  to 
have  thirteen  cents  per  foot  for  putting  up  the  railing:  R.  R.  M’Kee 
did  not  deliver  the  timber  mentioned  in  this  bill,  letter  D,  No.  120  ; 
1  furnished  the  timber  and  put  up  the  railing  myself;  1  put  up  7,823 
feet  of  new  railing,  and  6b0  ft.  o.^oid,  which  was  all  tluat  was  put  up 
between  Royers  dam  and  Holiidaysburg;  I  received  for  putting  up  the 
old  railing,  two  cents  per  foot;  the  old  railing  was  gathered  and  rebuilt 
•under  the  directions  of  N.  liewiit;  1  contracted  with  iM’lvec  for  the 
work,  he  contracted  with  Hewitt;  I  endeavored  to  obtain  the  contract 
Irom  Hewitt,  but  he  told  me  lie  did  not  tldnk  it  would  be  put  up  that 
fail,  he  afterwards  contracted  with  M’Keo;  I  heard  of  no  pub'jc  [)ro- 
posals  for  any  public  work  except  lock  houses;  I  furnished  timber  to 
M’Kee,  (or  three  bridges,  at  ten  ce/nts  per  foot;  1  received  my  pay  for 
the  timoer  from  Mr.  Hewitt;  (he  bill  was  receipted  to  Mr.  Steel;  tliere 
were  no  provisions  ordered  tome  bv  D.  IM’Mutrie.  Ji.  Mr.  M’Keo 
could  not  have  delivered  any  amount  of  timber,  on  the  dam,  wiihout 
iny  knowledge;  I  proposed  to  build  tl;e  lock  house  at  lock  No.  9,  for 
$700,  at  10  and  li,  at  $750  each;  I  did  not  got  (lie  contract  for  the 
look  houses,  from  Hewitt:  No.  9  and  iO  were  contracted  for  bv  John 
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F^rolherline,  I  contracted  with  Brotherline  and  built  No.  9  for  $550; 
Wil.iainBell  buiit  No.  10  for  $600,  also  for  Brotherline. 

WILLIAM  CONDRON, 

Sworn  and  subscribed,  Aug.  3, 1839,  before  me,  Geo.  R.  Espy. 

Lawrence  Gassed y,  sivorn — i  worked  at  Spang’s,  under  Duffy, 
and  afterwards  at  Schrnuker’s,  under  John  Chapman;  1  commenced 
working  on  Juno  27th,  I  worked  at  mason  work  and  received  two  dol¬ 
lars  per  day;  I  did  not  board  at  the  public  shaotee,  with  the  exception 
of  two  weeks;  1  was  paid  by  Dutfy,  while  I  worked  at  Spang’s,  and 
by  Chapman  when  I  worked  at  Bchmuker’s;  I  never  received  any 
money  from  Mr.  Steele  or  D.  M’Mutrie,  Jr,  I  knew  of  four  or  five  slate 
hands  being  sent  out  by  Dully  and  Jas.  Fcnlon,  to  harvest,  and  that  they 
drew  ihejr  pay  from  Duffy  ,for  that  time;  the  feed  for  Fenlon’s  horses  was 
hauled  from  Williamsburg  and  Spangs’  mills,  by  the  state  teams;  Fen- 
lun  had  nine  or  ten  horses  on  ihe  work,  some  at  work  and  some  were 
not;  James  Fenlon  drove  one  of  Fenlon’s  teams;  i  do  not  remember  the 
othoi  drivers. 

LAWRENCE  CASSEDY. 

Sworn  and  subscribed,  Aug.  3,  1839,  before  me,  Gf:o,  R.  Espy. 

Peter  Summers,  sworn — I  worked  at  the  division  by  Spang’s,  under 
Barney  DuOy.  1  know  of  two  men  employed  and  paid  by  the  comi- 
monvvealth,  being  away  harvesting.  One  was  named  Brennen,  and 
the  other  Gillespie,  Stephen  M’Bride  acted  as  ostler  to  the  teamsters. 
He  look  care  of  the  horses,  lie  had  charge  of  the  feed,  and  gave  it 
out  when  wanted.  1  was  ernplo}ed  by  M’Connell  as  Ibreman,  In 
July  I  received  $1  50  per  day,  the  rest  of  the  time  $2  00,  from  which 
my  board  was  deducted.  When  we  were  throng,  a  boy  went  round 
with  the  check-roll,  and  called  the  names  and  took  the  lime;  when 
tlic  boy  did  not  go,  1  did.  At  other  times  Britt  and  i  handed  in  lh(^ 
time  at  night  to  Duffv. 

PETER  SUMMERS. 

Sworn  and  subscribed,  August  3,  1839,  betore  me,  Geo.  R.  Espy. 

George  Bruce,  sivorn^— I  worked  at  the  break  at  Boy le’s  lock, 
above  Water-street,  under  Jas.  Fenlon  and  Alexander  M’Connell.  j 
was  employed  as  a  blacksmith.  I  commenced  work  in  the  latter  [)art 
of  June,  and  worked  till  the  last  of  November.  My  principal  busi¬ 
ness  was  sharpening  tools,  repairing  lock  irons,  and  spikes  for  the 
dams,  and  shoeing  horses.  I  kept  an  account  on  paper,  of  the  w’ork 
done,  which  I  rendered  to  Joseph  Law,  clerk  to  Fenlon.  James  Fenlon 
paid  me  my  wages.  Mr.  Fenlon  had  6  or  7  horses,  lie  generally 
kept  (me  four-horse  team  ;  one  two- horse  team,  and  a  horse  for  riding. 

1  got  $i  50  per  day  and  rny  board.  1  kept  my  own  time  and  the 
time  of  a  young  man  who  worked  with  me-  I  know  of  3  or  4  State 
hands  going  to  help  a  farmer  Hileman  with  his  harvest.  They  were 
absent  3  or  4  days  harvesting.  Two  of  the  hands  Patrick  Brannon, 
and  Henry  Trexler,  went  to  Huntingdon  to  the  Inspector’s  election.- — 
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They  were  absent  2  days.  My  Itelpcr  received  8l  25  per  day,  and 
paid  his  own  board.  The  stone  masons  complained  at  times  of  being 
delayed  for  want  of  stone.  My  time  was  kept  on  the  general  check- 
roll  by  Law.  Fenlon  wa^  frequently  absent  a  day  or  two  at  a  time. 

GEORGE  BRUCE. 

Sworn  and  subscribed,  Aug.  3,  1839,  before  me,  Geo.  R.  Espy. 

Patrick  EIicks,  sworn — I  \vorked  on  the  break  on  Thomas  Patter¬ 
son’s  division.  Edmund  Burke  was  my  boss;  my  time  was  kept  by 
Burke;  I  understood  that  Mr.  Patterson  got  the  boards  of  one  or  two 
of  the  shantees  that  were  torn  down.  While  the  work  was  conven¬ 
ient  to  Patterson,  he  was  often  on  the  work;  afierw’ards  he  did  not 
come  so  oRen,  some  times  once  a  week,  sonrje  times  not  so  often. — 
Burke  kept  the  time  on  paper  and  handed  it  in  to  Patterson  about  once 
a  week.  Green  and  Patterson  paid  us  generally  ;  once  iM’Conneil 
and  Steel  came  along  and  paid.  his 

PATRICK  X  HICKS, 
mark. 

Sworn  and  subscribed,  Augusts,  1839,  before  me,  Gfo.  R.  Espy. 


■  John  M’Gakraty,  sworn — I  worked  on  the  break  at  the  dam  above 
Williamsburg,  at  the  second  dam  below  Williamsburg,  a  few  days 
at  each,  then  at  tlie  dam  above  Water  street,  all  the  time  under 
and  employed  by  Fenlon  ;  I  worked  as  a  carpenter  and  received 
SI  75  per  day,  my  time  was  kept  by  Law,  Fenlon,  Rose  and  Joseph 
Irwin  ;  and  Gondy  kept  the  time  in  the  woods.  I  commenced  at  the 
dam  at  Williamsburg  June  2ist,  in  ten  or  twelve  days  went  to  Water 
street,  where  I  remained  until  August.  The  state  cart  was  generally 
sent  for  provisions,  I  harvested  one  day  and  knew  of  others  of  the 
slate  hands  harvesting  also.  The  man  I  boarded  with  got  provisions 
of  Mr.  Rose  for  the  hands  to  help  with  his  harvest.  Four  of  the 
hewing  hands  were  out  harvesting,  Robert  Christy,  John  M’Goff, 
John  Christy  and  William  Wcech.  Tlie  regular  price  of  harvesting 
was  I  believe  sixty-two  and-a-half  cents  per  day  at  that  time,  it  was 
in  July  that  vre  harvested.  1  was  not  allowed  time  for  Sundays.  ] 
was  twice  at  home,  once  in  June  and  once  in  July.  I  was  generally 
absent  two  days  when  I  went  home.  ?dr.  Law  performed  no  other 
duty  but  achng  as  clerk  to  Fenlon — James  Farren  drove  Fcnlon’s 
team — John  M’Gon’ drove  a  drav  for  Fenlon. 

JOHN  M’GARRATY. 

.Sworn  and  subscribed  August  3,  1839,  before  me  Geo.  R.  Espy. 

James  A.  M’Goff,  sivorn. — I  was  employed  l-y  Fenlon  &  Duffv. 
We  commenced  opposite  the  iirst  dam  above  Williamsburg  ;  remained 
there  five  or  six  days,  then  left  for  below  Williamsburg.  I  com¬ 
menced  work  on  tlie  21st  of  June,  after  remaining  ten  or  twelve  days 
I  went  to  the  dam  above  Water  street,  where  I  remained  till  the  latter 
part  of  August.  All  w  ho  had  horses  had  free  access  to  the  feed,  and 
took  when  they  wanted  ;  the  feed  for  the  whole  job  was  taken  from 
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one  granary,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  bushels  bought  at  Water 
street  when  the  granary  was  empty.  I  had  a  riding  horse  and  got 
feed  id  the  same  way  of  which  no  account  was  kept.  I  handed  in  the 
account  of  what  I  got  myself,  three  and-a-half  bushels  at  seventy-five 
cents,  which  Feiiion  took  off  me.  Fenlon  received  the  time  from  the 
under  bosses,  and  the  check  roll  was  ready  made  out  before  we  were 
paid.  He  made  no  alteration  in  the  check  roll,  in  my  presence,  on 
account  of  the  money  paid  for  oats.  1  came  up  home  in  July  and 
lost  I  think  three  days.  xMr.  Fenlon  paid  me  Iwenty-foiu'  or  ’five 
dollars  in  August  which  was  ail  i  received  on  the  break.  I  rendered 
the  account  of  the  oats  in  August  and  sig*ned  the  check  roils,  at  that 
time  my  wages  were  one  dollar  seventy-live  cents  per  day.  1  signed 
check  roll  but  the  August  roll.  All  the  money  1  received  did  not 
exceed  forty-five  dollars.  That  signature  on  James  Fenlon’s  check 
roll  of  July,  is  not  my  signature,  I  never  signed  that  name — John 
1^1.  Gongh  never  wrote  that  name  purporting  to^be  his,  neither  he  nor 
1  were  present  when  it  was  done.  Mr.  Goody  first  kept  the  time, 
then  Rose,  then  Green.  Adam  Ream  drove  Fenlon’s  team  in  the 
montli  of  August,  he  now  lives  near  the  Tunnel  on  the  Portage  rail 
road.  Martin  Miksell  and  Robert  T^FKim,  also  drove  for  Fenlon. 
'The  names  of  John  M.  Gongh,  James  W.  Gongh,  John  Gongh  and 
James  M’Gary,  are  all  written  by  one  hand,  I  mean  the  four  names 
to  which  James  Fenlon  is  witness  on  his  check  roll  of  Jul  y  1838.  I 
believe  the  witness  wrote  the  other  names-;  both  I  and  John  M.  Gongh; 
are,  and  always  have  been  in  the  habit  of  writing  our  names,  neither 
o(  us  have  ever  been  accustomed  to  making  our  mark.  Fenlon  and  J 
had  a  dispute  on  the  mountain  about  my  account,*  the  check  rolls  were 
not  piesont;  he  paid  me  fifteen  dollars,  and  1  gave  him  a  receipt  in 
full.  I  have  a  cousin  James  M.  Gongh,  who  wagoned  between 
ilollidaysburg  and  Huntingdon  during  the  break,  but  who  did  not 
work  on  the  break,  I  am  certain  of  this  fact.  I  have  an  uncle  of 
tliat  name  who  lives  in  Cambria  county,  who  was  not  here  during  the 
break.  John  M.  Gongh  received  from  Fenlon  but  one  dollar  twenty- 
live  cents  per  day.  I  have  no  recollection  of  having  seen  this  July 
roll  of  Fenlon’s,  The  figures  opposite  John  M.  Gongh’s  name  have 
been  altered,  it  now  reads  thirteen  days  at  one  dollar  and  seventy-five 
cents,  total  twenty-two  dollars  and  seventy-five  cents.  The  name  of 
Allen  Rose,  foreman,  has  been  scratched  out  on  this  check  roll  and 
the  name  of  James  Fenlon  substituted  above,  the  name  of  Allen  ]{ose 
r»ppos;;tt  the  word  foreman  and  that  of  James  Fenlon  written  above 
are  evidimtly  the  same  hand.  Fenlon  had  eleven  or  twelve  horses, 
M’Keam  and  Miksell  each  drove  a  four  horse  team  for  Fenlon;  also, 
John  M’Gongli  drove  a  two  horse  team^  for  Fenlon  ;  also,  John 
M’Gongh’s  team  was  not  employed  on  the  work  at  all,  but  was  con- 
tiniialiv  engaged  hauling  feed  and  provision.  1  am  confident  that 
none  of  the  moo  whom  [  have  mentioned  as  having  driven  team  for 
Fenlon  had  teams  of  their  own.  Martin  Miksell  lives  near  Jefferson, 
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on  ihe  Portage  rail  road.  Robert  M’Kim  lives  at  Plane  No.  4,  he  is 
driving  for  M’Dride.  John  M’Gongh  lives  half  a  mile  from  the  foot 
of  Plane  2. 

JAMES  A.  M’GONGII. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  August  3,  1839,  before  me  Geo.  R.  Espy. 


Joseph  M’Garity,  re-examinecL — I  am  in  the  habit  of  signing  my 
own  name.  I  neither  made  the  mark,  nor  authorized  it  to  be  made, 
w  hich  is  opposite  my  name  on  the  roll  of  July,  1838,  on  which  the 
name  of  Alien  Rose  is  scratched  out  and  that  of  James  Eenlon  sub¬ 
stituted,  nor  did  I  ever  see  this  roll  before.  It  is  about  two  and-a 
Ijoif  miles  from  Eenlon’s  job  to  Green’s.  They  never  gave  me  any 
intimation  that  a  check  roll  was  kept  on  which  I  was  allowed  but 
§>1  50  per  day.  I  do  not  know  Robert  Escirt,  Mathew  Smith, 
Michael  Reidoyle,  George  VV^orkinger,  Godfreid  Gorenger,  William 
Gorenger,  John  Lucas,  Joseph  Beck,  James  Adams,  William  Gibson, 
George  Drenkle,  David  Brandlinger,  Thomas  M’Call,  Alexander 
Louther,  John  Louther,  Robert  Luther,  or  John  M’Carty,  or  men  of 
that  name  on  the  work.  I  worked  the  principal  part  of  July  on 
Fcnlon’.s  job.. 

JOSEPH  M’GARITY.. 


Sw  .  rn  and  subscribed  August  3, 


1839,  before  me  Geo.  R.  Espy. 


Peanois  Rafferty,  Sworn. — I  worked  at  tlie  dam  above  Wil¬ 
liamsburg,  under  Mr.  Hewit,  Mr.  Bell  was  the  boss.  1  commenced 
work  on  the  lOlh  of  September,  Mr.  Bell  sent  me  to  the  mountain  to 
buy  potatoes  and  butler,  after  1  had  w'orked  eight  days.  I  procured; 
potatoes,  and  sold  them  to  him  at  $-.1  25  per  bushel,  and:  butter  at 
twenty-three  cents  per  pound.  After  the  first  load  of  potatoes,  M’Vicker 
re^juested  me  to  get  some  bt'G’f,  I  took  down  about  thirteen  hundred 
of  beef,  which  I  sold  to  them  at  six  cents  per  pound.  I  worked  eight 
days  and  a  quarter,  and  received  $l  25  per  day,  deduciing  thirty 
cents  per  day  for  board.  Nicholas  Hewit  paid  me  the  money,  he  had 
the  check  roll,  in  this  jylace  ray  brother  saw  me  receive  the  money  ;  I 
vvfAs  paid  in  Nicholas  Hewits’  back  room,  in  the  tavern.  I  know 
Nicholas  Hewit,  it  was  h-ni  who  paid  me  the  money,  and  there  was 
no  one  present  at  the  lime,  but  my  brother,  Bernard  and  Michael 
Mulveun  ;  J.  Moore  Hewit,  clerk  to  Nicholas,  was  not  present  when 
I  was  paid,  and  made  my  mark  on  the  check-roll.  I  am  certain,  1 
only  received  pay  for  eight  days  and  a  quarter. 

His  mark, 

FRANCIS  RAFFERTY, 
Sworn  and  subscribed,  August  3,  1839.  before  me  Geo.  R.  Espy, 


Bernard  Rafferty,  Sirorn. — I  first  worked  under  Thomas 
I’atterson,  John  James  was  the  boss,  he  kept  the  time  and  handed  it 
in  to  Patterson.  I  worked  in  the  quarry.  I  commenced  work  on 
July,  3.  I  engaged  in  this  place,  and  was  paid  a  day  for  going  down, 
I  continued  on  the  work  three  months,  and  worked  under  Patterson. 
E 
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all  the  time.  James  kept  the  time  on  a  piece  of  paper,  and  returned 
it  every  Saturday  night  to  Patterson  ;  I  was  paid  25  per  day, 
board  deducted.  I  was  present  the  day  before  the  General  Election, 
when  Mr.  N.  Hewit,  paid  my  brother  Francis  ;  we  were  in  the  bar¬ 
room,  and  Mr.  Hewit,  invited  us  into  the  back  room;  I  wrote  my 
brothers’  name  on  the  check- roll  ;  this  is  the  signature,  and  that  the 
mark  my  brother  made ;  I  find  the  paper  containing  the  signature 
and  mark,  to  be  headed  check-roll.  William  Bell,  foreman  Septem¬ 
ber,  1838;  there  were  no  persons  present  but  Nicholas  Hewit,  Mich¬ 
ael  Mulvear,  my  brother  and  myself ;  I  know  James  Hewit,  Nicholas 
Hewit’s  clerk  ;  I  am  certain  he  was  not  present  when  my  brother  was 
paid  the  money.  On  examining  this  check-roll  above  described ;  1 
find  Francis  Rafferty  credited  twelve  days,  at  $1  25  per  day,  total 
$15  00,  on  the  same  line  on  which  I  wrote  my  brothers  name. 

The  first  payment  was  made  me  by  William  Alexander,  saddler,  of 
Williamsburg.  Thomas  Patterson  paid  me  in  August;  I  boarded 
about  four  weeks  in  the  public-shantee,  before  that  1  boarded  at  Jones’, 
Patterson  paid  my  board.  1  saw  Patterson  take  boards  off  the  public 
shantee,  and  took  them  to  Williarasbuig.  I  know  of  Phillip  Finigan, 
and  Charles  Davis,  and  three  or  four  others  from  the  big  dam,  going 
from  the  big  dam  to^D^e  inspectors  election  at  Huntingdon;  Phillip 
Finigan,  told  me  that  the  bosses  N.  and  J.  Hewit,  Mr.  Vicker  and 
Lowrey  wanted  them  to  go  to  Huntingdon,  to  the  election  ;  that  they 
were  paid  for  their  time,  and  had  not  to  work,  that  their  expenses 
were  not  out  of  their  own  pockets.  I  saw  N.  Hewit  pay  my  brother 
Francis  for  the  beef,  potatoes,  &c.  I  think  it  was  $139  00,  not  as 
high  as  $150  00.  I  know  of  Nicholas  Hewits’  having  two  carts  on 
the  work  ;  Alexander  McVicker,  had  but  one  cart  on  the  work. 

BERNARD  RAFFERTY. 

KSworn  and  subscribed,  August  3,  1839,  before  me,  Geo.  R  Espy.  ’ 

James  Fakren,  Su'orn — I  drove  team  for  Fenlon  a  while,  and 
a  while  for  DulTy,  Mr.  Fenlon  told  me  if  I  would  go  down,  he  would 
allow  me  $1  25  per  day,  for  driving.  He  paid  me  off  with  $12  00 
per  month  ;  I  commenced  on  the  5th  and  quit  on  the  29lh  July  ;  when 
I  left  Fenlon,!  went  to  work  forT.  Patterson  ;  I  worked  for  him  fifieen 
days  and  a  half  in  August;  I  then  vventto  work  forDuffy,in  September, 
I  commenced  about  the  5th  of  Sept,  and  worked  until  the  25ih  of  Oc¬ 
tober,  at  $1  25  per  day;  board  deducted,  and  then  went  to  driving 
team  at  $10  00  per  month,  they  did  not  deduct  my  boarding,  when  1 
drove  my  team  ;  I  signed  the  check-rolls,  after  I  commenced  driving 
team.  Check-roll  November,  1838,  Barney  Duffy,  foreman,  on  this 
check-roll,  this  is  my  signature,  opposite  to  which  is  carried  out  thirty 
one  days,  at  g  1  25,  $37  50,  no  mark  of  team  is  attached  to  rny 
name;  I  was  told  it  was  for  B.  Duffy’s  team  I  was  signing — Dulfy 
and  Fenlon  divided  the  horses  on  the  summit;  check-roll  Oct.  1838, 
Barney  Dulfy  foreman,  on  the  check-roll  thus  described,  I  find  opposite 
my  signature  thirty  days  at  $1  25  per  day,  amounting  to  $37  50. 
On  the  front  of  the  check-roll,  I  find  my  name  without  any  designa- 
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tion  of  team  attached.  When  I  signed  the  check-rolls,  Fenlon  and 
Duffy  told  me  that  they  could  not  draw  their  pay  for  the  teams  until 
I  signed.  John  Brett  never  had  a  team  on  the  work  to  my  know- 
ledcre,  but  had  a  horse  there  towards  the  latter  end  of  the  time,  liis 
horse  did  not  work. 

JAMES  FARREN. 

m 

Sworn  and  subscrbed,  August  3,  1839,  before  me.  Geo.  R.  Espy. 

Ja:iies  Coffee,  sworn. — I  was  not  a  public  officer  on  the  break.  I 
was  engaged  in  furnishing  some  supplies.  There  were  some  accounts 
furnished  by  Mr.  Green  of  Huntingdon,  of  which  I  knew  nothing,  he 
presented  bills  and  received  the  money  for  flour  and  bacon  procured 
by  me.  I  am  the  brother-in-law  of  Mr.  Alexander  M’Connel,  super¬ 
visor  of  the  Pvliddle  division,  and  furnished  such  articles  as  I  received 
orders  for  from  him.  Mr.' Green  of  Fluntingdon,  is  a  partner  of  mine 
in  a  drug  store.  I  bought  a  quantity  of  flour  that  was  in  a  boat  that 
had  been  stove  on  the  canal,  some  bacon  also  in  the  same  situation  ; 

I  was  in  no  business  here  but  that  of  practising  medicine,  but  was 
as  before  stated,  concerned  with  Mr.  Green  of  Huntingdon.  Flenry 
M’Connell  was  the  first  who  suggested  to  me  the  propriety  of 
procuring  supplies  for  the  hands  on  the  canal.  Alexander 
M’Connell  told  me  that  if  he  would  procure  such  articles  as  were 
needed  and  would  furnish  them  at  as  fair  prices  as  others, 
he  would  give  us  the  preference.  Henry  M’Cbnnell  our  partner, 
and  brother  to  the  supervisor,  wrote  to  Mr.  Green  on  the  sub¬ 
ject ;  Mr.  Green  was  the  only  active  partner  of  the  firm  ;  Mr. 
Green  continued  to  attend  to  these  matters  until  they  were  sold  out. 
We  bought  two  lots  of  flour,  in  all,  three  hundred  and  eight  barrels ; 
one  lot  we  intended  for  Huntingdon.  We  afterwards  purchased 
sixteen,  and  afterwards  twenty-three  barrels,  part  of  it  was  taken  to 
Huntingdon  and  sold  there;  we  bought  from  nine  to  eleven  hogsheads 
of  bacon,  of  which  one  or  two  hogsheads  were  taken  to  Huntingdon. 
Flour  fell  at  Huntingdon  soon  after  the  break  and  continued  down  for 
some  time.  Mr.  VVolfkill  took  perhaps  fourteen  barrels;  two  barrels 
more  went  in  a  two  horse  wagon,  cannot  recollect  any  more  distinctly. 
Flour  being  as  stated  low,  we  discontinued  sending  to  Huntingdon. 
Some  of  the  flour  sent  to  Huntingdon  remained  on  hand  after  all  the 
remainder  had  been  sold  here.  The  bacon  sent  to  Huntingdon  also 
sold  low.  The  flour  and  bacon  remaining  here  wms  all  sold  to  the 
canal  line.  I  paid  for  the  flour  $6  371  to  6  75  per  barrel,  about 
equal  amounts  of  each  price.  The  flour  was  partly  at  Spang’s,  and 
partly  in  a  barn  near  Williamsburg.  The  foreman  of  the  work  sent 
orders  to  Mr.  Jones  or  Wright  who  had  charge  of  &c.  for  flour,  and 
on  these  orders  the  flour  was  delivered.  The  retail  price  of  flour  in 
Fluntingdon  got  down  to  $7  00,  it  afterwards  rose  as  high  as  $8  to 
$8  80.  The  name  of  the  firm  in  Huntingdon  is  Samuel  F. 
Green  &  Co.  Mr.  Alexander  M’Connell  called  on  me,  as  an  assistant, 
to  procure  a  team  to  haul  some  lumber  from  the  mountain.  The 
whole  amount  of  my  claims  against  the  commonwealth  did  not  much 
exceed  two  hundred  dollars.  1  bought  the  salt  furnished  to  the  com- 
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from  the  same;  the  powder  was  procured  from  Mr.  P.  Hewit;  the 
tow  rope  from  Rudolph  Williams.  I  do  not  know  that  I  charged- 
higher  to  the  commonwealth  for  any  article  furnished  than  they  cost 
me  in  the  store.  The  price  of  coal  varies  in  this  place  during  the 
summer  from  eight  to  twelve  cents ;  I  bought  the  coal  from  Henry 
Lloyd,  agent  for  the  Pilot  line.  My  sales  of  provisions  were  confined 
to  Mr.  McConnell’s  division.  I  was  paid  by  Major  Steele  all  the  bills 
I  rendered.  David  M’Mutrie,  jr.  never  instructed  me  or  my  partners 
to  furnish  any  provisbns ;  Major  Steele  made  no  objections  to  my  bills 
on  account  of  their  not  having  been  approved  by  Mr.  M’Mutrie,  jr. 
Major  Steele  came  up  here  to  get  money  out  of  bank,  and  after  he 
had  procured  the  money  he  proceeded  to  pay.  That  is  my  signature 
to  the  bill  endorsed  Coffee  &  Delaney,  I  cannot  tell  why  the  bill  and 
receipt  are  without  dates.  The  flour  and  bacon  sold  by  Samuel  F. 
Green,  at  Huntingdon,  was  a  joint  business  between  Mr.  Green  and 
mj/self,  tjenry  M’Connell  was  not  interested  in  this  transaction,  he 
was  concerned  in  the  flour  at  this  end,  but  not  in  the  bacon  ;  neither 
myself,  Mr.  Green,  nor  Henry  M’Connell  bought  anything  farther  in 
the  provision  line  than  I  have  mentioned.  I  was  here  at  the  time  of 
the  sale  of  the  state  property,  by  N.  Hewitt,  at  public  vendue,  I  was 
□  resent  at  the  sale,  bought  some  cofiee,  buckets,  and  probably  a  rope ; 
I  fhink  I  bought  the  cofiee  by  the  lump,  it  probably  cost  ^8  00,  what 
was  in  the  barrel  and  bag ;  the  articles  were  generally  sold  in  lots,  in 
bags  or  boxes  ;  I  understood  that  Mr.  Hewitt  hvid  received  orders  to 
ihese  articles  and  wind  up  the  concern.  Mr.  M’Connell  authorized 
rae  to  employ  hands.  I  sent  a  load  of  about  three  thousand  feet  of 
boards,  for  the  purpose  ol  building  a  shantee  to  use  as  a  grocery  store, 
they  were  not  used  for  (his  purpose,  but  w’ere  taken  by  the  common¬ 
wealth  and  used  for  a  shantee,  and  charged  in  a  bill  by  Mr.  Green, 

1  paid  for  the  load  $58  00;  when  I  bought  my  fleur,  it  w-as  selling  at 
$6  50,  it  afierwards  fell  and  then  rose  again;  it  was  estimated  by 
some  that  the  lot  of  coffee  I  nurchased  contained  half  a  barrel  or 
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three-fifth  of  a  barrel. 

JAMES  COFFEE. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  August  1839,  before  me  Geo.  R.  Esrv, 

Ceoroe  R.  Hughes,  sworn*^l  commenced  w’ork  under  Mr.  Hewit^, 
on  the  6th  August,  on  the  dam  at  Royers*  forge.  1  worked  as  a 
ca  penter  at  the  lock  and  dam.  The  lock  and  dam  were  immediately 
coi  nected.  1  worked  generally  through  August,  September,  and 
eight  days  in  October.  The  dam  was  to  its  height  when  I  left.  I 
put  up  the  cap  work  before  I  left  ;  the  top  pieces  of  the  comb  were 
on,  and  the  work  nearly  completed.  The  principal  part  of  the  timber 
for  the  dam  was  delivered  by  W.  Condron,  My  wages  w'ere  $2  per 
ajy  in  August  and  September,  and  $1  75  cents  for  the  eight  days  in 
Ociobe — (ess  thirty  cents  per  day  boarding.  I  know  R.  R.  M’Kee  : 

1  do  no'  recollect  seeing  Mr.  M’Kee  on  the  work.  I  never  beard  of 
i,v.  li.  M’Kee  delivering  any  timber  on  this  dam.  Alexander  Lowry, 
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}r.,  kept  the  time  of  the  hands  over  which  he  was  boss.  He  called 
the  roll  every  evening,  and  took  down  the  time.  I  understood  that 
A.  Hall  was  a  boss  over  the  men  who  gathered  stone,  and  took  the 
time  of  his  hands.  A.  M’Vicker  was  also  a  boss  over  tlie  carters. 
Mr.  D.  D.  Crawl  was  boss  over  the  quarry  men.  W.  Bell  and  A. 
Solliday,  were  bosses  over  the  carpenters.  I  think  these  all  kept  the 
time  of  the  hands  under  them,  which  they  gave  to  Hewii,  (J.  Moore,  j 
*  Alexander  M’Vicker  lived  about  eight  miles  from  the  job:  hewas 
there,  I  think,  most  of  the  time.  He  did  not,  to  my  knowledge,  deliv¬ 
er  any  lumber  for  the  dam.  I  boarded  at  the  public  shanlee.  I  un¬ 
derstood  that  the  provisions  was  generally  furnished  by  the  Hewits. 
A.  M’Vicker  and  VV.  Bell  furnished  the  shantee  for  some,  with  beef, 
and  I  understood  from  M’Vicker,  that  he  and  Bell  were  in  partner¬ 
ship  in  the  beef.  I  think  they  supplied  beef  three  or  four  weeks,  m.ore 
or  less.  I  never  knew  of  M’Vicker  furnishing  any  liquor  :  it  gener¬ 
ally  came  from  Leaman’s,  but  I  understood  N.  Hewit,  that  he  ha  i 
sent  to  Pittsburg  for  twenty-seven  barrels  of  whiskey.  The  liquor 
was  first  kept  in  the  tool  shed,  adjoining  the  shantee,  and  afterwards 
in  Elewit’s  office.  I  was  at  the  dam  at  the  commencement  of  tf>e 
laying  the  timber,  and  was  there  during  the  laying  of  the  principal 
part  of  the  timber.  I  am  certain  that  Robert  R.  M’Kee  never  worked 
on  Royer’s  dam,  at  putting  in  timber,  nor  do  I  recollect  seeing  him  on 
the  job.  Alexander  Lowry,  jr.,  foreman,  gathered  a  company  of 
hands,  six,  eight  or  ten,  a  few  days  before  the  inspectors’  election.  I 
understood  that  they  were  going  to  Huntingdon  to  gain  a  residence, 
in  order  to  vote  at  the  inspectors’  election.  One  of  the  men,  George 
M’Gregor,  told  me  after  their  return,  that  they  had  been  at  Hunting¬ 
don  to  vote  at  the  inspectors’  election,  and  that  he  was  allowed  for  the 
time  he  was  absent.  One  of  the  others  who  went  to  Huntingdon, 
was  named  M’Closky.  Lowry  went  with  them — I  saw  therji  star!. 
Peter  Syfers  had  a  horse  and  cart  on  the  work  :  he  is  from  fourteen 
to  fifteen  years  of  age.  A.  Glenn  kept  the  shantee,  and  distributed 
the  liquor :  he  had  three  carts,  driven  by  boys  from  twelve  to  fourteen 
years  of  age.  Two  of  them  were  his  sons,  and  one  was  named  Cla- 
baugh.  The  carts  were  generally  driven  by  boys.  I  do  not  know 
ef  Alexander  Lowr)",  jr.,  having  any  carts  on  the  work.  I  only 
know  of  one  James  Hewit :  he  had  no  teams,  to  my  knowledge.— 
There  were  two  yoke  of  oxen  on  the  work  :  Peter  Hewit  told  me  they 
belonged  to  him.  These  were  the  only  oxen  on  the  job.  I  know  of 
no  James  Hewit,  but  James  M.  Hewit,  the  son  of  Peter  Hewit.  One 
of  the  teams  was  off  the  work  two  or  three  weeks  in  August  and 
September,  occasioned  by  the  lameness  of  one  of  the  oxen.  On  the 
day  previous  to  the  inspectors’  election,  M’Vicker  told  me  I  must  go 
to  Holltdaysburg,  to  the  election.  I  told  him  I  could  not  lose  the 
time :  he  told  me  I  should  be  paid,  and  I  went  in  Bfewil’s  wagon,  and 
was  paid  for  the  time :  there  was  a  wagon  load  of  us,  and  I  believe 
all  were  paid.  There  were  six  of  us:  the  wagon  was  engaged  in 
hauling  provisions  for  the  work.  A.  M’Vicker  kept  a  riding  horse, 
the  only  one  on  the  work:  I  never  heard  of  D.  Hewit  keeping  a 
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riding  horse  on  the  work,  Clark  Thurston  drove  us  up  on  the  day 
of  the  inspectors’  election  :  it  was  always  a  two  horse  team,  common¬ 
ly  good  horses.  I  never  knew  ol  any  David  Hewit  working  on  the 
job.  I  believe  M’Vicker  and  Bell  killed  the  beef  themselves  :  it  was 
killed  at  Bell’s,  and  brought  to  the  work  in  the  state  carts  :  M’Vicker 
told  me  that  they  quit  butchering  on  account  of  people’s  talk.  I  know 
of  the  state  hands  working  on  Royers’  tail  race,  in  the  latter  end  of 
September,  the  laboring  hands,  six  or  eight  of  them,  for  six  or  eight 
days.  I  know  of  state  hands  going  out  to  harvest— one  named  Con- 
fare  :  I  think  it  was  about  the  6th  of  August,  1838.  I  was  paid  by 
Nicholas  Hewit. 

G.  R.  HUGHES. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  August  6th,  1839,  before  me.  Geo.  R.  Espy. 

James  Farren,  re^called, — I  know  of  public  property  being  left 
in  the  state  shantee,  at  the  time  of  leaving  the  work  ;  some  wheel 
barrows,  lock  irons,  some  liquor  and  flour,  two  barrels  of  flour  and 
part  of  a  barrel  of  liquor,  which  were  taken  away  by  Spang;  he 
also  tore  down  one  of  the  shantees,  and  took  the  stuff  to  build  a  stable. 

I  was  sent  to  Huntingdon  twice  at  night ;  once  for  the  returns  of  the 
election,  and  once  for  Alexander  M ’Connell’s  trunk ;  I  was  allow'ed  a 
day  each  time;  I  know  of  John  Flick  and  Arthur  Rogers  going  to 
the  election  at  Huntingdon  ;  they  were  allowed  time  for  it. 

JAMES  FARREN. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  August  5th,  1839,  before  me.  Geo.  R.  Espy. 

George  R.  Hughes,  re-called. — A.  M’Vicker  showed  me  a  letter 
from  Nicholas  Hewit,  in  which  my  name  was  inserted  with  others, 
directed  to  come  up  to  Hollidaysburg  to  attend  the  inspectors’  election. 
He  showed  me  the  letter,  in  reply  to  my  question  as  to  why  I  must 
go  to  Hollidaysburg  ;  I  objected  to  going  on  the  ground  that  I  could 
not  lose  the  time  ;  he  replied  that  1  should  not  lose  the  time,  but  should 
be  paid. 

G.  R.  HUGHES. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  August  5th,  1839,  before  me,  Geo.  R.  Espy. 

Hugh  Hurl,  Sworn. — I  was  engaged  during  the  break  in  1838, 
keeping  bar  for  Nicholas  Hewit,  the  supervisor ;  I  did  not  own  any 
whiskey — I  sold  the  nineteen  gallons  three  quarts  for  N.  Hewit  ;  it 
was  taken  away  by  the  hands  in  jugs.  I  did  not  furnish  the  amounts 
of  potatoes,  in  the  bill,  twenty-one  bushel.  1  furnished  part  of  them 
to  Mr.  Hewit ;  the  body  of  the  bill,  “B.  No.  184,  Hugh  Hart  $40  07^’ 
is  in  the  handwriting  of  Nicholas  Hewit,  the  signature  to  the  receipt  is 
mine;  1  think  the  signature  to  the  certificate,  is  the  handwriting  of 
Nicholas  Hewit ;  I  signed  the  bill  at  Mr.  Hewit’s  request  as  his  agent, 
Mr.  J.  Steele,  was  not  present  when  I  signed  the  receipts  ;  T.  Stevens 
and  Mr.  Dickey,  were  at  Mr.  Hewit’s  at  the  time  of  the  break;  Mr. 
Pennepacker  was  there  subsequently  ;  Mr.  Hewit  did  not  to  my 
knowledge,  perform  any  duty  on  the  canal,  until  after  the  break;  1  do 
not  know  of  N.  Hewit  having  any  but  one  team,  which  was  a  two 
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horse  team  on  the  breach  ;  this  team  was  engaged  in  hauling  provi¬ 
sions  to  the  break,  generally  made  one  trip  a  day,  and  was  at  home 
in  the  evening;  It  was  drove  at  fust  by  a  man  named  Hare,  and 
afterwards  by  Clark  Thurston  ;  some  of  the  men  were  paid  by 
Hewit  at  home ;  Alexander  Lowrey,  Sr.  was  foreman  of  this  end  ot 
the  work  ;  t  recollect  seeing  D.  McMurtrie  jr,  here  once  during 
the  break,  Mr.  Hewit  never  inlormed  me  that  McMulric  directed  him 
to  purchase  provision  for  the  canal,  the  wagon  which  hauled  provi¬ 
sions,  sometimes  loaded  at  N.  Hewit’s  it  loaded  potatoes,  and  probably 
other  articles  ;  the  liquor  furnished  to  the  commonwealth  was  charged 
in  a  book,  (the  potatoes  I  think  was  not  charged  in  the  book.)  I  re¬ 
mained  with  Mr.  Hewit  until  March  27,  I  saw  some  articles  from  the 
shantee  at  Mr.  Hewit’s  house,  some  cups,  saucers  and  plates,  some 
bed  clothes  which  he  put  in  his  boats,  some  of  the  money  for  the 
goods  sold  at  the  vendue,  by  Mr.  Hewit  was  paid  to  me;  I  do  not 
recollect  to  have  heard  any  conversation  between  Mr.  Hewit  and  any 
one  else,  in  relation  to  bringing  hands  to  the  election  ;  I  know  Robert 
M’Kee,  do  not  know  whether  he  was  generally  about  town  during  the 
break  or  not;  never  heard  him  speak  of  laboring  on  the  canal;  I 
think  he  had  a  contract  on  the  canal,  under  Mr.  Hewit;  I  saw  Hewit 
pay  him  money,  and  understood  it  was  for  timber  furnished  to  the 
canal,  I  do  not  know  of  Mr.  M’Kee  selling  any  articles  to  the  public 
officers  on  the  canal, 

HUGH  HURL. 

Sworn  and  subscribed,  August  5,  1839,  before  me.  Geo.  R.  Espy. 

John  F.  Lowrey  Sworn- — I  had  a  team  employed  on  the  public 
work,  during  the  break,  under  Nicholas  Hewit,  I  was  engaged  hauling 
timber'  from  Brush  run  and  for  the  feeder  acqueducts ;  Nicholas 
Hewit  paid  me  the  amount  of  my  bills;  the  bills  vvere  made  out  in 
separate  items,  so  much  a  day  for  the  team,  so  much  for  the  timber, 
and  so  much  for  the  hands ;  one  of  the  hands  was  William  Holliday, 
and  one  Samuel  Smith,  David  Dickey  drove  the  team  ;  I  done  some 
hauling  for  the  dam  below  Frankstown,  Alexander  Lowrey  jr.  is  near 
fifty  years  of  age.  The  writing  in  the  body  of  this  bill  B.  No.  177, 
John  F.  Lowrey  S175  00,  is  not  in  my  hand  writing,  the  signature  to 
the  receipt  is  mine — I  received  the  money  from  N.  Hewit,  Robert  R. 
M’Kee,  sold  me  a  lot  of  timber  left  from  the  new  bridges,  agreeing  to 
give  me  a  lot  of  old  timber  left  from  the  old  bridges,  if  I  would  pur¬ 
chase  the  new,  he  afterwards  made  me  pay  for  both  old  and  new;  I 
paid  him  about  $16  00,  for  the  old  timber,  and  the  whole  bill  was 
upwards  of  $50  00  ;  my  team  was  a  four  horse  team,  William 
Condson  hauled  the  timber  for  the  bridges,  R.  R.  M’Kee,  admitted  to 
me  that  he  had  a  contract  for  the  bridges,  and  that  he  had  employed 
Condron  to  build  them  ;  in  the  lot  of  plank  I  purchased  of  M’Kee, 
was  some  two  hundred  feet  of  two  inch  plank  which  he  said  I  should 
have  for  what  they  cost  him,  which  was,  $2  40 ;  I  think  that  after 
harvest  I  received  for  my  team  and  driver,  $6  00,  besides  the  seventy 
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trees  in  this  bill  above  described,  I  only  sold  the  thirteen  mentioned  iii 
this  bill,  which  is  in  my  own  hand  writing,  eighty  three  in  all. 

JOHN  F,  LOVVREY. 

Sworn  and  subscribed,  August  5,  1839,  before  me,  Geo,  R.  Esrv. 

John  M’Dekitt,  sworn. — I  worked  at  the  aqueduct,  at  Spang’s  i 
I  received  $1  25  per  day,  less  my  board  ;  my  time  was  kept  by  Bar¬ 
ney  Duffy  ;  I  worked  one  night  in  November.  There  were  but  two 
yoke  of  oxen  on  the  work;  I  signed  two  check  rolls,  on  which  1  re¬ 
ceived  no  money;  I  worked  21  days  in  November;  I  know  Hugh 
Meloy ;  he  kept  the  sliantee  ;  he  had  no  cart  on  the  work;  Duffy 
paid  me  my  money.  There  was  no  such  man  as  Henry  Cook  on  that 
job,  with  or  without  teams.  Some  of  our  men  went  to  Huntingdon, 
to  the  inspectors’ election  ;  William  Elwell  and  Hector  Davis  were 
among  them  ;  I  was  asked  to  go ;  the  men  who  went  were  paid.  I 
know  John  Britt  ;  he  had  no  team  on  the  work  ;  I  know  Thomas 
Nolan  ;  he  had  no  team  on  the  work ;  Nolan  was  a  laboring  man  ; 
Britt  was  a  boss;  Stephen  xVI’Bride  kept  the  stable,  and  gave  out  the 
feed:  the  feed,  I  suppose,  belonged  to  the  commonwealth.  M’Bride  • 
had  no  horse,  waggon,  or  team  of  his  own  ;  Michael  M’Guire  had  a 
team,  generally  hauled  timber  from  Fluntingdon — was  turned  oil’ 
about  the  time  of  the  election,  because  he  was  a  democrat. 

JOHN  M’DERITT. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  August  5th,  1839,  before  me,  Geo.  R.  Esrr. 

Emanuel  Bigham,  sworn. — I  was  engaged  on  the  public  works  ;  I 
had  charge  of  the  boarding  house  at  dam  No.  4.  1  w'as  enqiloyed 

by  Mr.  Hewit ;  my  wages  was  $1  25  cents  per  day;  I  bad  no  team 
on  the  work  ;  there  were  two  yoke  of  oxen  on  the  work  ;  I  understood 
they  were  owned  by  Nicholas  Hewit ;  I  believe  there  was  one  of 
the  oxen  hurt — cannot  say  at  what  time,  or  how  long  he  was  lame, 
Mr.  Bell  rebuilt  the  lock  house;  I  heard  him  sav  he  had  a  contract 
for  the  building  the  lock  house;  he  bought  the  lumber  of  the  com¬ 
monwealth  to  build  the  lock  houses;  he  told  me  he  paid  ^100  00  for 
the  shanlee  I  occupied  ;  the  blacksmith  shop  was  bought  by  A.  Elias, 
for  $1200 ;  Mr.  Bell  told  me  he  got  either  $650  oi'  $750  for  building 
the  lock  house ;  I  know  Robert  R.  M’Kee  :  he  did  not,  to  my  knowl¬ 
edge,  do  any  work  on  the  dam  ;  I  commenced  on  the  16ih  July,  and 
remained  six  or  seven  months  ;  Mr.  Condron  put  up  the  railing 
above  the  dam  ;  Mr.  M’Kee  did  not  work  at  the  railing.  After  the 
other  property  was  taken  from  the  shantee,  one  half  barrel  of  liquor 
was  left  in  my  charge;  Mr.  M’Vicker  ordered  it  to  Mr.  Borear’s,  who 
got  it;  I  understood  that  Thomas  Patterson  and  Mr.  Bel!  contracted 
for  the  building  of  the  abutments  of  the  new  county  bridge,  near 
there  :  one  of  ihe  hands  employed  on  this  work,  hoarded  with  me  at 
the  shantee;  his  name  was  Casper  Rester:  Mr.  Patterson  brought 
some  of  the  hands  from  Williamsburg;  I  know  of  N.  Hewit  having 
two  carts  on  the  work,  and  think  he  had  three  ;  he  hud  no  four  horse 
team;  I  think  there  w'as  a  four  horse  team  owned  by  David  Hewit. 


There  was  one  riding  horse  on  the  job  ;  he  belonged  to  M’Vickcr , 
he  was  not  there  all  the  time — cannot  say  how  much  of  it  he  was 
there.  I  think  that  N.  Hewil  had  three  yoke  of  oxen  on  the  job  ;  1 
think  they  were  there  more  than  three  months  ;  Andrew  Haslelt  and 
John  M’Giffin,  and  others  I  cannot  name,  drove  the  oxen  ;  any  of  the 
state  hands  were  called  to  drive  ;  I  think  Haslett  was  sent  to  Holli- 
daysburg  for  the  oxen  ;  Haslett  drove  the  middle  size  and  small  size 
together  ;  I  cannot  say  that  there  was  at  any  one  time  three  yoke  of 
oxen  at  work  ;  saon  aAer  the  the  three  team  came,  one  of  the  other 
oxen  crol  lame.  I  believe,  that  if  Mr.  J.  Moore  Edewit  had  not  been 
permitted  to  cross  examine  me,  I  would  not  have  thought  of  or  stated, 
that  there  were  three  yoke  of  oxen  on  the  work. 

E.  M.  BIGIJAM. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  August  5th,  1839,  before  me.  Geo.  R.  Espy. 

JoHX  Cark,  sworn- — I  worked  at  Spang’s  Iron  works  on  the 
repairs  under  Dufiy,  commenced  about  July  4th,  and  continued  until 
about  November  1st ;  after  the  water  was  let  in,  I  was  sent  by  Barny 
Dufly,  and  another  carpenter  was  sent  by  Fenlon,  to  build  a  rolling- 
house,  Duffy  sent  the  stuff  by  me  and  gave  me  orders  to  go  to  Spang's 
and  get  the  nails.  He  s  nt  a  team  of  horses  and  about  two  hundred 
feet  of  stuff,  I  never  knew  the  stuff  to  be  brought  back,  it  took  about 
10  pounds  of  nails.  The  boards  that  were  not  used  were  kept  by 
one  of  Spang’s  tenants  for  his  apple-press  ;  I  was  paid  for  the  time 
occupied  in  building  the  house.  I  knew  of  three  men  who  went  to 
Williamsburg  to  the  Inspectors  election,  they  were  paid  for  their  time 
of  course;  I  boarded  in  the  public  shantee — there  were  upwards  of 
fifty  hands  on  the  job  wdio  nearly  all  boarded  in  the  shantee,  I  board¬ 
ed  part  of  the  time  at  a  farmer’s  house,  Dufiy  paid  my  board  and  tr.e 
board  of  some  others  who  boarded  there,  in  provisions;  Barny  Duffy 
had  two  riding  horses,  but  no  carts  ;  a  man  W'as  kept  to  feed  the 
horses,  his  name  was  M’Bride,  he  had  care  of  the  feed,  all  the  teams 
fed  out  of  one  granary  ;  Fenlon’s  horses  were  kept  in  the  public  stable. 

I  doub  e  lined  Duffy’s  shantee,  w’hen  he  left  it  he  gave  it  to  Spang. 
The  men  who  went  to  the  election  were  absent  three  da)’s,  they  would 
not  go  without  they  were  paid — I  saw  them  paid. 

JOHN  CARR. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  August  5,  1839,  before  me  Geo.  R.  Espy. 

Abraham  Hare,  sworn- — I  was  employed  on  the  Juniata  breach 
by  Nicholas  Hewitt,  I  worked  on  the  aqueduct  three  days,  worked  a 
few  days  on  the  dam — I  commenced  with  the  first  hands;  I  after- 
■vvards  went  to  driving  Hewitt’s  team,  I  was  principally  occupied  in 
hauling  provisions;  Hewitt  paid  me  sixteen  dollars  per  month  ;  I 
hauled  considerable  flour,  I  hauled  flour  from  Walker  &  Roger’s 
warehouse,  to  P.  Hewitt’s  carriage-house;  I  believe  the  flour  belong¬ 
ed  to  P.  Hewitt ;  I  was  sometimes  occupied  in  hauling  wood  for 
Hewitt.  There  were  some  twenty  hogsheads  of  bacon  belonging  to 
P.  Hewitt,  the  most  of  which  I  hauled  down — sume  of  the  hams, 
about  eight,  w'ere  used  at  N.  Hewitt’s,  I  am  certain  of  eight,  do  not 
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know  of  any  more,  four  were  taken  at  one  time,  and  two  at  two  other 
times.  Some  of  the  bacon  was  soid  to  a  shoemaker  who  worked  at 
the  foot  of  the  three  mile  dam,  and  lived  in  Frankstown,  Henry 
Hashberger,  I  brought  it  up  to  him  on  the  wagon  ;  it  was  sold  by  J. 
Moore  Hewitt. 

His 

ABRAHAM  X  HARE, 
mark. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  August  5,  1839,  before  me  Geo.  R.  Espy. 

George  Collenbach,  sworn, — I  was  engaged  by  Mr.  McConnell 
on  the  first  two  locks  on  this  side  Water  street,  under  James  Fenlon ; 

1  first  engaged  as  a  carpenter  and  afterwards  as  a  boss,  I  was  to  have 
$2  00  a  day  as  carpenter;  Mr.  M’Connell  came  to  me  with  one  hun¬ 
dred  German’s  from  Pittsburg  and  asked  me  to  be  boss  ovei  them  ;  I 
kept  a  check-roll  for  the  hands  under  me,  which  I  handed  to  Fenlon, 
who  gave  it  to  M’Connell  to  transcribe  on  the  general  check-roll,  I 
was  not  required  to  swear  to  my  check-roll ;  some  times  Mr.  Fenlon 
would  employ  hands,  and  some  times  would  say  they  had  enough  ; 
The  hands  who  came  from  Pittsburg  told  me  they  were  to  have$l  25 
per  day  from  the  time  they  left  Pittsburg,  and  their  passage  paid  in; 
M’Connell  told  me  I  would  not  have  to  work  so  hard  if  I  was  boss, 
that  I  could  work  when  I  liked  ;  these  Germans  were  hired  in 
Pittsburg  by  Job  Patterson — Patterson  came  on  with  them  ;  Job  Pat¬ 
terson  staid  at  Spang’s  with  one  hundred,  and  sent  one  hundred  down 
to  Irving’s  job,  afterwards  Fenlon’s  ;  I  boarded  at  the  public  shantee; 
the  provisions  were  furnished  at  first  by  Irving  and  afterwards  by 
Fenlon.  Fenlon  kept  the  check-roll  for  his  own  teams,  they  were 
not  kept  on  the  check-roll  with  the  general  teams ;  I  was  not  allowed 
time  for  Sundays  except  when  I  worked  ;  Fenlon  got  some  flour  in 
Plollidaysburg,  some  at  Spang’s,  some  at  Water  street;  he  kept  one 
team  employed  in  hauling  provision  and  feed  for  the  teams;  Fenlon  kept 
the  shantee  himself  and  hired  the  cooks — Irving  did  so  before  Fenlon 
came;  I  kept  the  time  of  the  two  boys  who  worked  at  the  shantee, 
but  not  of  the  girls,  I  gave  them  seven  days  a  week;  at  one  time  the 
hands  complained  of  the  bread  and  could  not  eat  it,  I  went  to  the  ccTok 
and  complained,  and  she  said  the  flour  vvas  not  good,  do  not  know 
where  the  flour  came  from ;  Fenlon  had  a  four  horse  team  and  a  two 
horse  team,  there  was  no  other  four  horse  team  that  worked  there 
steady,  nor  no  other  two  horse  team  ;  toward  the  last  Woodcock 
hauled  timber,  &c.  with  a  four  horse  team ;  we  sometimes  had  provi¬ 
sions  plenty,  sometimes  they  were  very  scarce;  my  hands  all  quit  at 
one  time  on  account  of  the  want  of  provision;  I  also  heard  of  com¬ 
plaints  at  the  shantee  kept  by  Reagan ;  Fenlon  furnished  provi¬ 
sions  there  also.  The  lock-keepers,  and  others,  who  boarded 
hands  were  furnished  with  provisions  from  the  shantee,  whenever 
they  w’anted  groceries  or  provisions  they  sent  up  and  got  whatever 
they  wanted — coffee,  sugar,  flour,  meat,  &c.  which  were  charged  to 
them.  I  know  of  hands  being  sent  to  harvest,  some  of  my  hands 
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W'Qve  sent,  orders  from  the  head  boss,  to  help  Hileman,  the  hands 
did  not  want  to  go  and  I  had  to  coax  them,  I  had  orders  to  keep  their 
time  on  the  check-roll,  sometimes  they  were  gone  one  day, sometimes 
two ;  at  one  time  I  sent  four  hands  who  staid  one  or  two  days.  There 
were  three  bosses  who  also  sent  hands,  their  hands  were  English  and 
they  sent  more  hands  than  I  did.  Four  of  my  men  were  away  four 
days  with  the  carpenter,  during  which  time  I  did  not  see  them,  Fenlon 
told  me  to  keep  their  time  while  they  were  gone.  1  heard  that  there 
was  liquor  furnished  to  the  hands  at  Spang’s  the  day  of  the  election ; 
Fenlon  wanted  me  to  stay  there  the  day  of  the  election  to  explain  to 
the  German  hands.  Fenlon  kept  one  grey  riding  horse  on  the  w'ork 
and  but  one;  some  of  the  carters  bought  oats  in  the  country  for 
themselves,  and  some  bought  from  Fenlon.  The  stable  was  built  by 
the  state  hands  of  the  state  boards.  We  had  a  blacksmith  shop  and 
two  blacksmiths,  they  sharpened  tools  and  made  lock  irons,  shod  horses 
of  the  teams,  and  repaired  the  wagons  and  carts  ;  Isaw  the  carpenters 
standing  idle  for  want  of  spikes;  the  repairs  to  the  wood  work  of  the 
wagons  w'as  also  done  bv  the  state  hands ;  Fenlon  had  no  carts  to 
my  knowledge;  afierj  had  complained  of  Staals,  the  boss  from  Hun¬ 
tingdon,  who  was  a  relation  of  j\I’Connell,  the  carts  did  not  go  in  his 
name ;  I  told  him  he  must  put  another  boy  to  his  carts  or  take  his 
carts  off. 

GEORGE  COLLENBACH. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  August  6,  1839,  before  me  Geo.  R.  Espy. 

Peter  Boyles,  sworn. — During  the  break  in  1838,  I  kept  public 
house  in  Gaysport ;  the  boards  bought  lor  the  use  of  the  common¬ 
wealth,  were  unloaded  in  the  neighborhood  of  my  house  ;  I  think 
they  were  brought  there  by  the  state  carts  ;  1  think  I  heard  Mr.  Irwin, 
who  was  boss  on  the  work,  say  he  was  going  up  to  send  down  plank 
and  hunt  hands,  for  he  was  ashamed  to  stay  on  the  works — that  there 
were  more  bosses  than  hands.  Dr.  Coffee  and  Lewis  H.  Williams 
attended  to  the  sending  away  plank  ;  Williams  came  to  my  house  for 
hands  ;  he  said  they  were  Dr.  Coffee’s  plank  ;  the  teams  were  there 
generally  every  other  day.  A.  Van  Tries  and  B.  Duffy  were  bosses 
mending  the  breaches  in  the  rail  road,  opposite  my  house  ;  it  was 
mended  the  week  after  the  break  ;  Duffy  w’orked  at  this  job  four  or 
five  davs  ;  Van  Tries  continued  on  working  at  the  break  :  in  about 
a  week,  the  cars  passed  over  the  break.  I  was  at  the  sale  of  the 
property  by  vendue,  brought  from  the  stale  shanlees  ;  James  Farren, 
who  drove  Fenlon’s  team,  was  engaged  in  hauling  up  the  property 
from  the  shantees ;  Hewit’s  team  was  also  engaged  in  hauling ; 
Ilewit’s  father  drove  the  team  ;  I  attended  the  sale,  and  bought  some 
of  the  property;  I  bought  a  box  of  bedclothes,  containing  about  61 
pieces,  a  lot  of  crow  bars,  picks  and  shovels,  a  lot  of  barrows,  and 
a  good  many  other  small  articles,  some  tin  ware  ;  I  bought  forty-four 
barrels,  two  or  three  picks,  and  one  half  dozen  shovels.  The  bed¬ 
ding  was  boxed  up,  and  sold  by  the  box  ;  they  opened  one  side  of 
each  box  ;  some  of  the  boxes  w’ere  opened  by  the  purchasers  :  N. 
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Hewit  objected  to  selling  by  the  piece — said  it  was  too  tedious  ;  k 
great  many  boxes  were  sold,  cannot  say  how  many  ;  wheel  barrows 
were  sold  in  lots,  one  dozen  and  a  dozen  and  a  half  together;  picks 
and  other  tools,  were  sold  in  the  same  way  ;  the  sale  lasted  two  or 
three  days — it  was  then  adjourned  for  a  week  or  so,  and  then  contin¬ 
ued  at  Hewit’s  own  house  ;  the  sale  at  Hewit’s  house  lasted  one  day 
or  more  ;  I  paid  for  the  barrows,  $3  or  $3  50  :  some  were  good,  and 
some  were  bad  ;  by  repairing,  they  were  all  made  good,  and  I  sold 
them  back  to  the  commonwealth  again;  I  think  that  the  barrows, 
crow  bars*  picks  and  shovels,  cost  me  about  ^13  :  I  sold  part  of  the 
crow  bars  and  other  tools,  and  thirty-nine  of  the  wheel  barrows,  lo 
Mr.  RiYer  for  $B3,  which  I  considered  very  low  ;  I  did  not  repair 
any  of  the  tools  nor  barrows,  but  sold  them  as  I  got  them ;  I  kept,  I 
think,  three  barrows,  one  pick,  tvvo  shovels,  and  three  best  barrow-s. 
The  bed  clothes  were  as  good  as  new,  except  one  sheet ;  I  had  thirty 
blankets,  one  sheet,  thirty-one  coverlets;  I  paid  for  the  lot,  $38  or 
$39  ;  the  blankets  were  store  blankets — good  as  any  store  blankets 
for  beds  ;  the  coverlets  were  some  large,  and  some  small  ;  seme  were 
large  enough  for  a  double  bed,  and  all  large  enough  for  a  single  bed  ; 
they  were  quilted.  One  very  large  box  was  bought  by  Joseph  Row¬ 
land  and -  Low,  for  $40  or  $41  ;  I  bid  within  fifty  cents,  and 

was  very  sorry,  after  I  saw  what  was  in  it,  that  I  did  not  get  it  ; 
Hewit  said  it  was  a  bargain  for  any  man  at  one  hundred  dollars;  it 
had  some  goods  on  top  that  were  bad,  but  below  they  were  good,  and 
it  contained  as  much  again  as  the  one  I  got;  I  think  some  of  the 
boxes  were  bo’t  by  iron  masters.  Some  of  the  property  was  bo’t  by 
Nicholas  Hewit;  I  think  he  bought  one  of  the  boxes  ;  Thomas  M’- 
Namara  bought  a  heavy  lot  of  barrows,  crow  bars  and  tools  ;  I  saw 
bar  iron  sold  by  the  ton  ;  Peter  Hewit,  Thomas  Jackson  and  Thomas 
M’Namara  bid  on  it,  but  I  do  not  know  who  got  it;  there  were  some 
new  shovels  sold  :  after  half  a  dozen  were  sold,  Hewit  stopped  the 
sale — he  said  iliey  were  too  cheap ;  they  did  not  bring  more  than  50 
cents  each  ;  this  was  on  the  last  day  of  the  sale.  Some  got  better 
bargains  of  the  tools  than  I  did  ;  there  was  some  flour  sold — cannot 
tell  who  bought  it,  nor  what  it  brought ;  I  savv  a  set  of  blacksmith 
tools,  which  P.  Hewit  bought,  afterwards  in  his  store  for  sale;  I  un¬ 
derstood  P.  Hewit  bought  a  considerable  quantity  ;  Hewit  sold  some 
of  the  iron  at  private  sale;  I  wanted  some,  but  did  not  call  on  him  ; 
I  presented  but  two  bills  to  the  commonwealth;  one  to  Mr.  Connell, 
for  $39  50,  and  one  fora  smaller  amount,  say  from  $25  lo  840,  to 
Duffy,  both  for  boarding'hands  ;  I  paid  N.  Hewit  for  the  goods  I  got, 
with  a  note  on  the  Pilot  Line. 

PETER  BOYLES. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  August  6,  1839,  before  me.  Geo.  R.  Espy. 

Michael  Duebin,  sworn. — I  worked  at  Spangs,  Barney  Dufiy 
was  foreman  ;  on  the  28th  June,  1  left  my  house  in  Cambria  councy  ; 
they  agreed  to  pay  me  for  the  time  from  leaving  home,  cannot  tell  the 
day  of  the  month,  but  quit  about  the  15th  or  16th  of  September  ;  I  had 
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a  partner ;  I  had  a  horse  and  cart  kept  in  my  name,  and  a  four  horse 
team  kept  in  Maguire  (my  partners  name ;)  I  drove  the  horse  and  cart 
myseK,  Maguire  drove  the  team;  Barney  Duffy  bought  a  horse  and 
cart,  and  had  it  on  the  work  a  short  time;  James  Fenlon  had  a  four 
horse  team  on  Dufiy’s  job,  all  the  time  1  was  there  ;  A.  VV.  Wright, 
clerk  in  Spang’s  store,  iiad  two  carts  on  the  work  all  the  time  I  was 
there — Maguires’  team  was  occupied  in  hauling  lumber  from  Holli* 
daysburg  to  the  work  nearly  all  the  time  ;  B.  Duffy  kept  the  time  of 
Maguires’  team,  he  also  kept  the  time  of  my  cart,,  when  Duffy  was 
absent,  John  Britt  kept  the  time;  P.  Duffy  paid  me,  and  generally 
paid  the  hands,  at  the  job,  he  also  paid  Maguire ;  I  was  not  present 
when  Miguire  was  paid.  1  signed  the  check-roll  for  the  horse  and 
cart,  Mr.  Maguire  signed  for  the  team.  In  the  first  month,  I  received 
$2  25  per  day,  after  July  28,  $2  00  per  day.  I  had  a  first  rate  horse, 
better  than  Duffy’s — the  reason  he  gave  for  reducing  my  wages,  was 
that  they  had  rather  more  carts  than  they  needed,  and  they  thought 
they  could  get  carts  for  that  price;.  Maguire  bargained  for  g6  00  a 
day — about  a  month  afterwards  they  raised  the  wages  to  $7  00  ;  he 
also  got  his  boarding  clear,  while  he  laid  at  the  shanlee.  James 
Downey  had  a  horse  and  cart  on  the  werk  also,  Mark  M’Lauo-hlin 
also  had  a  horse  and  cart,  John  Winter  also  had  a  horse  and  cart ;  B. 

DuftV  told  me  that  all  the  carts  were  reduced  to  $2  OOv  when  mine 

•  * 

was.  r  know  of  James  Glass,  John  Gillespie  and  Henry  Reamer, 
being  all  sent  harvesting  ;  they  w^ere  one  day  at  Kincaids;  they  were 
absent  two  or  three  days;  Duffy  was  not  there  all  the  time;  at  one 
lime  he  was  absent  three  days;,  my  horses  stood  out — but  there  were 
Stables  built;  Gillespy  and  Glass,  spent  some  time  at  work,  building 
the  stable  for  James  Fenlons’  team;  Barney  Duffy  sold,  or  put  away 
his  cart,  after  which  it  w’ent  in  the  name  of  Stephen  M’Bride,  Jere¬ 
miah  M’Gonigle,  a  boy  about  twelve  years  old,  drove  Duffys’  cart 
-—after  he  was  sold  M’Bride  did  not  drive  him;  M’Bride  kept  the 
granary,  the  feed  was  generally  chopped  rye,  Fenlon  and  Duffy  kept 
their  feed  together;  the  feed  was  brought  there  in  Fenlons’ two  horse 
wagon,  he  would  take  tw’o  horses  off  the  learn,  when  he  wanted  to> 
send  their  feed;  Barney's  mare  was  kept  with  Fenlons’  team,  and  fed 
out  of  the  common  stock;  the  feed  was  brought  from  Neff’s  mill 
at  Williamsburg.  They  also  kept  oats;  when  we  wanted  feed,  I  went 
with  the  horse  and  cart,,  and  was  docked  for  the  lime,  say  six  days 
in  all;  Mr.  M’Connels’  horse  when  there,  was  kept  in  the  public 
stable, Fenlon’s,  Duffy’s,  and  M’ConnePs  horses,  and  those  of  the  officers 
af  the  line,generally  were  kept  in  the  public  stable;  I  boarded  at  the  public 
shantce,  kept  by  Hugh  Maloy,  his  wife  and  twm  daughters,  one  twelve 
the  other  eighteen  or  twenty  years  of  age;  Malov  did  not  work  on  the 
job.  In  August  we  had  about  one  hundred  hands  on  the  job;  a  good  many 
oi  them  boarded  in  other  places  than  the  shantee,  among  the  rest, 
Mr.  Brown  boarded,  they  got  their  flour  and  other  things  at  Spangs’, 
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Nicholas  Hewit,  sworn. — I  was  appointed  supervisor  by  the  board 
of  canal  commissioners,  a  few  days  after  the  break,  I  had  charge  of  the 
work,  from  Hollidaysburg  to  Royer’s  dam,  including  the  dam  and  outlet 
lock  immediately  below;  i  was  instructed  by  the  board,  to  commence 
the  work,  and  proceed  as  fast  as  possible,  bearing  in  mind,  that  it  was 
to  be  done  if  possible,  in  six  weeks.  My  appointment  was  to  be  con¬ 
sidered  to  be  temporary,  to  continue  during  the  break;  I  gave  a  bond 
to  the  commonwealth,  and  drew  $5,000  00  from  the  treasury,  which 
amount  I  afterwards  paid  back,  I  was  told  that  the  money  (part  of  the 
repair  fund)  was  not  properly  applicable  to  this  work,  and  1  was  in¬ 
structed  to  pay  it  back,  by  a  resolution  of  the  board,  after  other  funds 
was  provided;  and  during  the  progress  of  the  break,  I  received  the 
money  with  which  this  was  paid,  from  Mr.  Steele,  on  presentation  of 
vouchers;  the  secretary  of  the  board,  when  he  forwarded  the  order 
for  the  money,  directed  me  to  call  on  Mr.  Steele  for  the  money;  Mr. 
Steele  paid  me  what  money  I  needed  to  carry  on  the  work ;  I  gave 
Mr.  Steele  a  bond  with  bail  to  the  amount  of  gl0,000  and  he  ad¬ 
vanced  me  money  when  I  needed  it,  and  he  had  it;  I  received  the 
money  from  Mr.  Steele,  as  disbursing  officer  of  the  commonwealth; 

I  believe  that  I  stood  towards  Mr.  Steele,  as  I  would  have  stood  to¬ 
wards  the  commonwealth,  Mr.  Steele  did  not  exercise  any  authority 
over  the  work,  except  in  money  matters;  but  if  he  had,  I  would  have 
considered  myself  amenable  to  him,  as  he  did  not  consider  that  I  had 
entire  control  of  the  work;  all  appointments,  and  all  arrangements 
with  reference  to  the  completion  of  the  work,  were  under  my  own 
control,  and  were  not  influenced  by  Mr.  Steele,  or  the  other  super¬ 
visors.  The  canal  commissioners,  I  think,  instructed  me  to  put  on  a 
sufficient  number  of  foreman,  to  complete  the  work;  the  number  was 
discretionary  with  myself;  I  had  previously  acted  as  foreman  of  the 
canal,  and  was  to  some  extent  acquainted  with  the  laws  of  the  com¬ 
monwealth,  in  relation  to  appointments,  &:c.  The  canal  com¬ 
missioners  did  not  furnish  me  with  the  laws  on  the  subject,  but  in¬ 
structed  me  to  forward  the  work  as  cheaply  and  speedily  as  though 
I  were  working  for  myself.  I  proceeded  to  appoint  as  many  foremen  as 
I  considered  necessary  to  expedite  the  \vork;  I  was  not  restrained  in 
the  appointment  of  officers,  nor  w'as  I  enjoined  to  incrcasethe  numbe^, 

I  employed  some  hands,  and  my  foremen  were  instructed  to  hire  when 
necessary;  the  board  of  canal  commissioners,  instructed  us  to  establish  - 
boarding  houses,  purchase  provisions  as  cheap  as  possible,  and  charge 
the  boarding  at  thirty  cents  per  day.  The  orders  for  this  was  verbal, 
and  was  given,  I  think,  by  Mr.  Stevens  and  Mr.  Pennypackcr. 

The  system  adopted  and  practised  as  respects  keeping  shantees  and 
boarding  the  hands,  was  that  ordered  by  the  canal  commissioners  ;  I 
was  instructed  to  furnish  provisions  for  the  use  of  the  shantees,  and 
done  so  agreeably  to  orders;  the  purchases  were  made  by  myself, 
and  foremen  and  bosses;  Mr.  Bell  generally  made  the  purchases  or 
authorized  the  bosses  to  do  so ;  the  bosses  were  not  men  who 
kept  check-rolls ;  I  had  bosses  at  the  dam  over  different  sets 
of  hands,  and  Mr.  Bell  was  foreman  over  all  at  the  dam  and  kept 
the  rolls  :  Mr.  Steele  never  was  on  my  division  to  pay,  the  check- 
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rolls  were  taken  to  him  at  Huntingdon  ;  I  mean  James  Steele  of  Hun¬ 
tingdon  ;  Mr.  Steele  received  the  bills  and  check-rolls  without  any 
objection  as  to  the  manner  in  which  they  were  certified,  he  took  all 
that  I  presented  as  good  vouchers  ;  I  do  not  remember  having  inform¬ 
ed  Mr.  Steele  that  I  hud  foremen  or  bosses  on  the  work  who  kept  time, 
other  than  those  who  proved  the  check-rolls  ;  There  was  no  other  officer 
engaged  buying  provisions,  except  those  on  the  check-rolls,  I  under¬ 
stood  that  D.  M’Mutrie,  jr.  was  appointed  to  assist  in  procuring  tools 
and  provisions,  but  know  nothing  more  about  it,  he  never  furnished 
any  materials,  tools,  or  provisions  to  my  line,  I  only  know  of  the 
appointment  by  hearsay,  Mr.  M’Mutrie  never  did  to  my  knowledge 
come  on  this  end  of  the  line  to  exercise  the  duties  of  his  office  ;  if  Mr. 
M’Mutrie  had  come  to  exercise  his  office  on  my  division  I  should  have 
considered  him  as  an  assistant  of  inferior  powers  to  myself.  I  had 
no  man  whose  particular  business  it  was  to  ride  round  and  procure 
provisions ;  I  authorized  the  keeping  of  one  riding  horse  belonging 
to  Mr.  M’Vicker;  after  the  break  was  repaired  I  was  continued 
supervisor  and  my  jurisdiction  extended  to  Huntingdon  dam.  After 
the  work  was  finished  I  received  orders  from  the  Canal  Commission¬ 
ers  to  bring  all  the  furniture,  tools,  &c.  of  the  shantees  and  work  to 
Hollidaysburg  to  be  sold,  with  the  exception  of  what  I  considered 
a  full  supply,  which  I  left  along  the  line  ;  the  bedding  was  nearly 
worn  out,  and  the  tools  and  wheelbarrows  nearly  worn  out ; 

I  certainly  received  such  a  resolution  from  the  Canal  Commis¬ 
sioners,  and  think  I  have  it  yet  in  my  possession  ;  I  brought  them 
here  and  sold  them ;  we  commenced  selling  in  a  tedious  way,  but 
afterwards  concluded  to  sell  them  in  lots,  the  boxes  were  partly  open¬ 
ed  so  the  contents  could  be  seen.  There  were  some  provisions  sold 
along  the  line,  some  flour  at  the  sale,  and  some  meal  I  kept  myself; 

I  think  the  flour  sold  at  from  five  to  six  dollars — I  do  not  recollect  who 
bought  it ;  there  was  some  bar  iron,  cannot  say  exactly  how  much, 
perhaps  from  2  to  3  tons ;  there  was  a  number  of  new  shovels,  cannot 
say  how  many,  do  not  know  wffiat  they  sold  at,  I  think  Peter  Hewitt 
bought  the  greater  part  of  them  ;  1  think  new  shovels  bought  for  the 
commonwealth  cost  from  twelve  to  fifteen  dollars ;  Mr.  M’Fadden 
bought  part  of  the  new  iron,  cannot  recollect  the  name  of  the  persons 
who  bought  the  rest ;  the  sale  occupied  principal  part  of  two  days, 
cannot  say  what  was  the  whole  amount  of  the  sale;  part  of  the  money 
has  not  been  collected  yet,  a  considerable  part,  cannot  say  how  much  ; 
I  was  instructed  to  make  sale,  collect  the  money  and  pa)’’  it  into  the 
treasury,  I  understood  that  I  was  to  pay  the  money  directly  into  the 
Treasury  at  Harrisburg  ;  I  do  not  recollect  any  lime  fixed  in  which 
the  money  was  to  be  paid  over,  my  instructions  on  this  subject  were 
all  comprised  in  one  resolution;  I  understood  that  Mr.  Whittaker  had 
limilar  orders  ;  I  bought  a  small  lot  of  tools,  also  a  lot  of  dishes  and  of 
bed  clothes,  all  of  which  was  sold  by  public  outcry— the  crier  was  D. 
Stayly;  the  clerk  was  J.  Moore  Hewit,  he  generally  kept  the  list  of.sales; 
the  list  is  still  in  my  possession,  amounting  probably  to  ten  or  twelve 
hundred  dollars,  perhaps  more,  not  more  than  fourteen  hundred  dollars, 
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Jior  less  than  nine  or  ten  hundred  dollars  ,•  my  account  in  the  State  Trea- 
9^1! ry  department  stands  square.  I  had  no  settlement  for  the  five 
thousand  dollars,  as  1  generafly  made  the  contract  with  the  persons 
who  kept  the  shantees  on  my  division.  I  never  gave  instructions  to 
any  of  my  foremen  to  allow  lime  to  men  who  were  not  employed  on 
the  public  works;  R.  R.  M’Kee  put  up  the  railing  along  the  foot  of 
the  dam  ;  Mr.  M’Kee  is  not  a  mechanic  in  wood,  nor  do  I  know  of  his 
owning  any  woodland  ;  Mr.  M’Kee  attended  to  the  work ;  I  think  he 
let  it  out :  He  also  built  I  think  two  bridges  for  me  ;  I  think  the  price 
of  the  bridges  was  less  than  three  hundred  dollars;  Jones,  a  man 
who  kept  a  shantee,  also  boarded  hands  elsewhere ;  articles  of  provi¬ 
sions  belonging  the  commonwealth  were  sold  to  him  and  deducted  off 
his  bill  of  boarding ;  other  articles  were  sold  but  contrary  to  my  orders; 
J.  Moore  Hewitt  was  my  clerk  ;  Jones  boarded  hands  at  the  same  rate 
the  cominonwealth  did:  The  contract  with  Mr.  M'Kee  was  private, 
it  was  made  before  the  dam  was  finished,  though  the  work  was  not 
done  until  afterwards  ;  I  think  old  Mr.  Condron  put  up  the  bridges, 
and  his  sons  the  railing,  Mr.  Condron  {  think  furnished  the  principal 
part  of  the  timber  for  the  dam  ;  Mr.  Condron  is  a  workman  in  wood  ; 
h  do  not  know  that  Mr.  Condron  wished  to  contract  for  the  railing  at 
the  time!  contracted  with  Mr.  M’Kee;  I  think  Mr. Condron  told  me  he  got 
seventy-five  dollars  fjr  building  the  bridges  :  We  had  at  one  time  on 
RelTs  job  probably  one  hundred  men,  at  other  times  we  had  not  near 
so  many;  Mr.  Dell  did  not  solicit  the  appointment  of  foreman  ;  I  went 
after  him:  I  think  f  advised  the  attaching  together  check-rolls,  no 
person  ever  suggested  the  plan  to  me,  I  deemed  it  necessary  in  order 
to  have  the  time  all  on  one  list  ,*  [  I  generally  paid  off  my  own  roils  in 
the  presence  of  the  foreman:]  Mr.  Bell  never  paid  a  final  payment, 
nor  made  any  payment  except  in  my  absence;  I  think  J.  Moore  flewitt, 
made  some  payments  in  my  absence. 

i  bought  some  oxen,  and  was  advised  by  Mr.  M’Connell  to  put 
them  on  the  work,  in  the  name  of  any  person  who  would  receipt  for 
them,  solhatl  could  draw'  my  money;  I  staled  this  to  Mr.  Steele,  w  ho 
approved  it;  my  cattle  were  driven  by  the  state  hands,  whenever  and: 
wherever  they  were  wanted  ;  I  did  not  furnish  a  driver  ;•  I  had  three 
yoke  of  oxen  part  of  the  time — at  other  limes  two.  At  the  time  one 
of  the  oxen  got  lame,  I  purchased  and  sent  down  another,  which 
made  the  three  ;  the  other  got  well  in  eight  or  ten  days,  after  which 
ihe  three  were  there  ;  J.  M.  Hewitt  had  neither  cattle  nor  teams  of 
his  own,  but  my  cattle  were  kept  in  his  name  :  he  receipted  for  them, 
so  that  1  could  receive  the  money  ;  the  usual  price  of  u  two  horse 
team  and  driver  on  the  break,  was  $4  50  to  $5  00  ;  my  team  was 
driven  fir?t  by  Abraham  Hare — afterwards  by  Clark  Thurston  ;  I 
think  Clark  Thurston’s  time  was  not  on  the  check  roil ;  [  did  not 
know  of  any  Clark  Thurston,  but  the  one  who  drove  my  team  ;  I 
think  Mr.  Thomas  Patterson  built  the  abutments  of  a  county  bridge,, 
near  the  darn  ;  1  do  not  know  whether  it  was  built  while  the  dam  was 
in  progress ;  I  furnished  no  hands  to  that  work.  My  supervision 
was  confined  to  the  canal :  I  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  rail  road  ;  I 
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think  Mr.  Steele’s  jurisdiction,  in  relation  to  finances,  extended  to  the 
rail  road  which  was  destroyed  by  the  flood ;  a  few  of  the  hands  from 
my  job  worked  at  Royer’s  race,  without  iny  knowledge  :  I  knew 
nothing  of  it  until  within  a  week  or  two;  they  were  senl  by  Mr. 
Bell,  at  the  request  of  Mr.  M’Neligh,  Royer’s  clerk,  wlio  had  an  ac¬ 
count  against  the  commonwealth,  and  credited  the  commonwealth 
w'ith  the  amouut  of  labor  performed  ;  I  do  not  rocollect  of  having 
written  a  line  to  Mr.  M’V^'icker,  requesting  any  of  my  hands  to  be 
sent  up  for  any  particular  purpose,  other  than  the  service  of  the  com- 
monwealth  ;  I  do  not  know  whether  the  hands  were  paid  for  the  time 
spent  in  attending  the  election,  nor  had  I  any  conversation  with  Mr. 
Bell  on  the  subject ;  I  recollect  hearing  of  some  men  going  to  Hunt¬ 
ingdon  to  the  election,  but  never  spoke  to  Mr.  Bell  on  the  subject ;  I 
do  not  recollect  hearing  of  any  hands  going  out  to  harvest,  or  of  the 
public  property  being  sold  or  taken  by  Mr.  Royer,  or  any  of  his 
clerks  or  men.  The  meat  used  in  my  family,  I  purchased  of  my 
uncle,  Peter  Hewit,  some  eight  or  ten  liams  for  my  own  use:  no 
meat  purchased  for  the  commonwealth  was  used  in  my  family,  other 
than  I  have  stated  ;  the  meat,  eight  or  ten  hams,  alluded  to  by  Mr. 
Hare,  was  purchased  from  Peter  Hewit,  for  n.y  own  use  ;  I  bought 
the  meat  for  the  commonwealth  from  Peter  Hewit,  by  the  quantity  ; 
it  was  generally  taken  to  the  work  in  hogsheads  ;  in  one  instance,  I 
believe,  a  hogshead  was  opened,  but  it  was  not  common  to  take  it  in 
that  way  ;  while  it  remained  here,  it  w^as  kept  in  a  shed  attached  to 
10  my  stable  ;  I  think  it  was  common  to  allow  foremen  full  time  on 
the  line.  The  boxes  of  goods  at  the  sale  were  opened,  the  goods 
exposed,  and  generally  speaking,  emptied  out  ;  Mr.  Steele  at  first 
contemplated  paying  ofl’  the  hands  himself,  but  he  afterwards  aban¬ 
doned  it,  as  he  found  it  impossible  to  get  over  the  line  in  a  month ;  I 
understood  this  from  Mr.  Steele  himself ;  I  never  heard  the  canal 
commissioners  speak  of  their  reasons  for  appointing  so  few  officers 
on  this  break,  nor  did  I  ever  hear  them  speak  of  the  propriety  of  re¬ 
pairing  the  breach  by  contract  or  letting ;  1  had  three  foremen  gener- 
erally,  and  for  a  short  time  four;  I  had  three  or  four  bosses;  the 
length  of  my  line  was  twelve  miles— -part  of  it  was  not  injured,  other 
par  s  was  entirely  destroyed;  the  heaviest  job  was  the  dam.  In 
kee  ing  the  check  roll,  mechanics  w'ere  named,  feao^s  were  named  ; 
andpteams  were  not  generally  kept  on  the  check  rolls;  hauling  was  gen¬ 
eral  ly  paid  in  bills;  I  think  my  team  was  one  month  on  the  check 
roll  ;  at  other  times  I  made  out  my  own  bill?. 

I  bought  my  lumber  every  where  that  I  could  get  it,  the  mosPperhaps 
from  P.  Hewit,  ray  reason  for  buying  from  him,  m\s,  that  he  was  the 
most  extensive  dealer  in  lumber  in  the  place;  he  generally  delivered 
it  here;  I  think  1  or  i|  inch  boards,  cost  from  $io  to  8i8,  delivered 
here,  and  plank  in  proportion;  I  think  1  paid  $20,  for  some;  the  lumber 
was  generally  delivered  here;  I  cannot  recollect  whether  Mr.  P.  Hew¬ 
it  charged  for  hauling  the  lumber  from  the  saw  mill  here,  but  I  think 
he  did  not;  I  bought  no  lumber  in  Tuckahoe;  I  was  neither  directly, 
nor  indirectly  concerned  with  P.  Hewit,  in  the  purchase  of  the  lumber; 
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I  do  not  know  of  any  officer  on  the  repairs,  who  received  any  per 
centage,  or  other  commission,  directly  or  indirectly,  for  dealing  with 
particular  merchants;  Mr.  M’Vicker  commenced  killing  cattle  for  the 
work,  as  soon  as  I  heard  of  it,  I  called,  and  requested  him  to  discon¬ 
tinue  it,  and  he  did  so;  I  do  not  know  that  Mr.  Bell  was  concerned 
with  Mr.  M’Vicker;  I  knew  nothing  of  the  state  carts  hauling  this  beef, 
and  am  inclined  to  think  they  did  not;  we  were  instructed  by  the  board 
of  canal  commissioners,  (verbally  I  think)  to  introduce  whiskey  on 
the  work;  [  never  heard  of  any  groceries,  provision  or  liquor  being 
sold  to  any  of  the  neighbors;  the  copy  which  I  have  handed  you,  to 
which  my  certificate  is  attached,  is  a  true  copy  of  the  resolution  in  re¬ 
lation  to  the  sale  of  property,  furnished  me  by  the  board;  Mr.  Steele 
furnished  me  with  a  form  of  receipt,  and  1  considered  myself,  after  his 
appointment,merely  as  acting  under  his  orders,as  a  disbursing  officer 
— my  impression  is,  that  the  bond  I  gave,  was  to  Mr.  Steele,  and  not 
to  the  commonwealth;  1  also  gave  bonds  to  the  commonwealth,  which 
I  considered  binding  to  the  commonwealth;  for  the  money  1  received 
from  Mr.  Steele,  1  considered  myself  accountable  to  Mr,  Steele.  I 
have  paid  Mr.  Steele  the  whole  amount  of  money  received  from  him, 
or  in  other  words  presented  vouchers  for  the  amount  and  have  vouchers 
now  left  in  my  possession  unpaid;  I  furnished  what  ever  money  was 
paid  by  foremen  or  other  persons  under  me,  billspresented  to  me  I 
certified, they  were  then  paid  by  Mr.  Steele,  and  in  some  instances  by 
myself;  they  were  not  examined  or  certified  by  D.  M’Mutrie,  jr.;  I 
certified  no  bill,  that  J  was  not  satisfied  on  an  examination,  was 
correct;  I  do  not  know  that  the  merchants  designated  in  their  charges 
to  whomthe  articles  were  delivered;  the  goods  were  obtained  on  orders* 
from  theforemen,  or  delivered  to  the  hands,  generally  to  the  bosses; 
dont  know  that  written  orders  were  always  given;  I  had  perhaps  a 
better  knowledo;©  of  Peter  Hewi's’  hill  than  any  other;  I  was  also 
satisfied,  that  Mr.  Royers’  bill  was  correct;  I  acted  in  the  sale  of  the 
furniture  of  theshantee  tools,  d:c.,  in  obedience  to  the  resolution  of 
the  canal  commissioners,  and  received  the  property  in  accordance  with 
that  resolution:  I  think  I  authorized  Mr.  M’Kce  to  use  such  of  the  old 
timber  of  the  bridges  as  was  fit  in  the  construction  of  the  new  bridges, 
little  or  none  of  it  was  fit  for  use;  all  the  money  receipted  for,  on  the 
rolls  for  the  services  of  oxen,  was  received  by  rne.  During  the  time 
the  ox  was  lame,  but  two  yoke  were  at  work  at  a  time:  William  Bells' 
roll  of  September,  the  signature  opposite  to  the  car»s,  is  my  signature; 

*  I  am  not  certain  whether  the  signature  to  the  oxen,  is  my  signature  or 
not,  but  am  inclined  to  think  it  is;  the  signature  to  the  cart,  is  not,  1 
think,  N.  Hewits’jr.,  I  was  formerly  in  the  habit  of  signingN.  Hewit 
jr.,  but  have  discontinued  since  the  death  of  my  grandfather,  within 
two  or  three  years;  I  cannot  tell  why  my  oxen  were  kept  in  the  name 
of  James  Hewit,  while  the  horses  and  carts  were  kept  in  my  own;  he 
receipted  for  them,  so  that  I  could  draw  the  money  from  Mr.  Steele; 
Mr.  Bell,  foreman,  did  furnish  some  timber  to  the  commonwealth,  at 
the  dam;  1  cannot  tell,  where  Mr.  Bell  bought  the  timber,  or  whether 
he  had  it  on  hand,  when  he  was  appointed  foreman;  the  receipt  for 
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my  two  horse  team,  was  generally  in  the  name  of  the  driver;  I  furnished 
some  liquor  and  some  potatoes,  which  were  furnished  in  the  name  of 
a  young  man  in  my  employ;  I  do  not  recollect  of  selling  any  other 
property,  but  that  sold  in  the  name  of  Mr.  Hurl;  I  do  not  know  of 
Mr.  Hurl  signing  or  making  ouf  any  other  bill;  this  bill  I  made  out; 
the  articles  were  furnished  in  October,  I  should  suppose  from  the  date 
of  the  bills;  Mr,  Hurl  was  at  that  time  about  sixteen  years  of  age;  J 
think  the  liquor  was  given  by  Mr.  Hurl  in  small  lots;  under  D. 
M’Mutrie’s  jr.  appointment,  I  would  have  considered  his  certificate  to 
a  bill  of  provision,  as  a  good  voucher,  without  the  certificate  of  a  su¬ 
pervisor.  In  directing  a  supply  of  tools  to  be  left  along  the  line,  on 
removing  the  state  property  to  Hollidaysburg;  I  left  the  decision  ol 
what  number  constituted  a  ‘‘good  supply”  to  my  foi-eman;  I  think  I 
have  in  my  possession  vouchers  unpaid  by  Mr.  Steele,  to  the  amount 
of  $600,  or  $700;  in  paying  ofi*  the  hands,  we  deducted  off  the  amount 
of  boarding,  an  account  of  which  w^as  kept  and  handed  in  to  Mr. 
Steele,  who  deducted  it  oil  the  amount  of  the  check-roll;  the  price  of 
boarding,  was  fixed  by  the  board  of  canal  commissioners,  who  directed 
the  amount  to  be  deducted  off  the  pay  of  the  hands;  I  stated  to  Mr. 
Pennypacker,  that  thirty  cents  a  day,  would  not  pay  the  board;  he 
told  me  it  was  better  on  account  of  the  difficulty  of  gening  hands  to 
keep  it  low,  if  the  commonwealth  should  ultimately  lose  a  little  by  it; 
but  It  was  his  opinion  the  thirty  cents  would  pay  the  expense;  I  do 
not  know  of  the  men  who  worked  on  my  job  purchasing  goods  at  the 
sale,  the  terms  of  the  sale,  as  announced,  were  cash;  I  think  I  did  slop 
some  persons  who  had  purchased  goods,  from  taking  them  without 
pay;  1  do  not  recollect  that  any  man’s  goods  were  left  for  want  of 
money;  [  think  I  talked  to  Mr.  Bell,  about  letting  the  railing,  before 
it  was  let  to  Mr.  M’Kee;  I  think  I  also  talked  to  Mr.  Condron  on  tlie 
subject,  but  am  not  certain;  did  not  talk  to  any  one  else  but  foreman 
or  hands  on  the  subject  that  I  recollect  of;  my  reason  for  giving  out 
the  railing  was,  that  I  was  very  throng,  and  not  gelling  along  with 
work  as  fast  as  I  was  expected,  and  that  1  could  get  it  done  cheaper 
by  contract  then  by  the  state  hands;  1  cannot  recollect  what  I  paid 
Clark  Thurston,  for  driving  my  team,  but  paid  him  his  wages  myself 
— I  think  all  the  time;  I  do  not  reeollect  directing  Mr.  Boll  to  place 
Clark  Thurston  on  the  check-roll,  in  any  other  capacity  than  as  re¬ 
ceipting  for  my  learn,  nor  do  I  recollect  certifying  to  any  roll  con¬ 
taining  his  name  in  any  other  capacity;  my  team  was  kept  on  the  roll 
one  month,  but  cannot  say  whether  in  my  name  or  Thurston,  I  do 
not  know  of  any  other  Clark  Thurston;  the  common  price  of  a  four 
horse  team  and  driver,  w’as  $6  to  $7;  the  hire  of  cart  and  horse  and 
driver  was  $2  2o;  on  Mr.  Bells’  roll  of  October,  Clark  Thurston  signed 
for  my  team;  the  drivers  of  my  carts,  were  not  kept  on  the  roll,  one 
wis  a  hoy  named  Pope,  the  other  1  think  was  called  Jake,  1  had  other 
hoys  whose  names  I  do  not  recollect;  my  father,  David  Ilewit,  work¬ 
ed  patt  of  the  time  on  the  canal. 

[  think  my  team  w'as  kept  one  month  or  more,  in  the  name  of  Da¬ 
vid  Hewit ;  there  was  but  one  team  on  the  work  that  really  belonged 
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to  D.  Hewit ;  Mr.  BelPs  chock  roll  of  August — this  is  the  signature  ot 
Clark  Thurston  ;  I  believe  it  to  be  his  hand  writing,  opposite  which 
is  twenty-seven  days,  two  horse  team,  at  $4  50  per  day  ;  this  is  my 
team;  Mr.  Bell’s  September  roll — this  also  1  believe  to  be  Clark 
Thurston’s  s-ignature,  opposite  which  is  twenty-five  days,  at  $5  ;  this 
is  also  my  team  ;  I  do  not  know  of  any  bill  having  been  rendered  in 
my  name,  or  the  name  of  Thurston,  or  any  one  else,  for  this  team 
during  these  months;  Mr.  Bell’s  October  roll — this  appears  also  to 
be  Thurston’s  signature,  fur  twenty-seven  days,  also  for  my  teatn  ; 
these  three  rolls,  August,  September  and  October,  are  for  my  teams; 

I  do  not  know  of  any  more  check  rolls,  did  not  know  of  so  many — 
thought  the  hauling  was  made  out  in  bills.  The  check  rolls  above 
named,  are  all  certified  by  me  ;  Mr.  Bell  was  my  first  foreman  :  he 
commenced  late  in  June,  or  early  in  July  ;  the  roll  proven  August  7, 
before  Mr.  Burns,  signed  by  William  Bell,  and  certified  by  me,  has  no 
month  attached  to  it, but  must  be  the  July  roll;  on  examining  the  other 
rolls,  and  judging  from  the  amount,  I  am  satisfied  that  it  is  the  July 
roll  ;  I  always  certified  to  bills,  before  they  were  paid  by  Mr.  Steele; 
my  brother,  David  Hewit,  jr.,  had  no  (earn  on  the  work;  the  team 
my  brother  receipted  for  was  mine — the  same  driven  by  Hare  and 
Thurston;  I  believe  the  signature  to  this  bill,  endorsed  C,  No.  12, 
David  Hewit,  jr.,  to  be  that  of  David  Hewit,  jr. ;  I  believe  the  signa¬ 
ture  on  this  bill,  endorsed  D,  No.  127,  D.  Hewit,  jr.,  p78,  is  in  the 
hand  writing  of  my  father ;  I  think  the  time  of  my  father’s  team  was 
generally  made  out  in  bills ;  his  team  was  on  the  work  the  principal 
part  of  the  time;  I  do  not  recollect  keeping  any  account  of  teams 
for  D.  Coffee :  he  had  not,  to  my  knowledge,  any  team  on  the  work  ; 
I  think  Mr.  Fager  Delaney  had  a  team  on  the  work  ;  he  did  not  wmrk 
with  me  ;  I  do  not  recollect  certifying  to  any  bills  not  within  my  own 
jurisdiction.  This  bill  of  timber,  from  Mr.  M’Kee,  amounting  to 
$770,  is  correct :  the  lumber  was  for  the  railing,  and  was  delivered  by 
him,  and  the  railing  put  up  by  him  ;  I  know  of  Job  G.  Patterson 
bringing  men  here,  and  I  think  he  was  directed  by  Mr.  M’Connell ; 
the  board  authorized  Mr.  M’Connell  and  myself  to  send  for  and  pro¬ 
cure  hands  :  I  cannot  say  we  were  authorized  by  the  board  to  pay 
the  expenses  of  men  from  the  places  they  were  engaged  at,  but  I  had 
no  doubt  that  it  had  to  be  done;  after  the  first  month  or  two,  I  had 
no  difficulty  in  procuring  hands;  I  know  nothing  of  any  bill  for  the 
transportation  of  these  hands  being  presented  by  Jas.  Arthurs  to  Mr. 
M’Connell  or  mvseif. 

NICHOLAS  HEWIT. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  August  7,  1839,  before  me.  Geo.  R.  Espy. 

William  Bell,  sioorn. — 1  worked  on  the  repairs  of  the  Juniata 
breach — on  the  dam  No.  4,  at  Royer’s  forge;  I  was  appointed  fore¬ 
man  by  Mr.  Hewit;  \  had  the  charge  of  the  dam  and  three  locks, 
and  part  of  the  canal  and  tow  path  ;  I  generally  had  under  me  from 
120  to  130  hands,  whom  f  kept  time  for  ;  these  hands,  or  the  greater 
portion  of  them,  boarded  at  the  public  shanfee :  perhaps  twenty  or 
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thirty  boarded  at  other  houses.  The  only  money  Mr.  Hewit  gave 
me,  vvas  from  $100  to  $150,  to  pay  off  hands  between  pay  days,  for 
which  1  receipted  at  the  time;  I  never  paid  cash  for  provisions  which 
1  furnished;  Mr.  M’Vicker  was  a  foremen:  he  attended  more  to 
procuring  provisions  than  1  did  ;  Mr.  Hewit  sent  the  greater  part  of 
the  provision  from  this  place ;  I  was  under  the  impression,  for  some 
lime,  that  the  oxen  belonged  to  the  commonwealth,  and  they  were 
there  some  time  before  I  knew  that  they  belonged  to  Mr.  Hewit,  during 
which  time  I  kept  no  time  for  them  ;  I  do  not  recollect  who  told  me 
to  keep  time  for  them.  At  this  time  there  were  two  yoke:  at  this 
time  they  were  kept  in  the  name  of  J.  Moore  Hewit  ;  I  think  they 
were  continued  on  in  his  name:  it  was  during  the  work,  but  I  cannot 
lecollect  what  time,  I  was  told  they  belonged  to  Nicholas  Hevvit.-!-^ 
The  boss  carpenter  and  boss  mason  kept  time  for  carpenters  and  ma¬ 
sons;  M’Vicker  kept  for  the  carts,  and  the  balance  of  the  time  was 
kept  by  myself,  or  some  of  the  other  men,  generally  by  Mr.  Lowry  ;  I 
cautioned  the  men  to  keep  the  time  correct,  and  having  confidence  in 
the  men  vvho  kept  the  time,  I  was  always  satisfied  that  the  time  was 
correct.  The  men  were  generally  under  my  eye;  I  sometimes  went 
after  lumber,  but  was  not  absent  a  week  in  all:  during  my  absence, 
the  lime  was  kept  by  the  others,  who  gave  it  to  me  on  my  return ; 
we  concluded  among  ourselves,  that  it  was  necessary  to  have  the 
check  roll  all  in  one:  I  do  not  know  that  any  one  recommended  it ; 

I  think  I  swore  to  six  check  rolls,  perhaps  seven — a  small  one  in 
June,  of  but  two  or  three  days,  containing  but  ten  or  fifteen  hands  ;  I 
do  not  recollect  of  swearing  to  any  check  rcll,  of  which  the  certificate 
had  been  cut  off  and  another  pasted  on.  All  the  timber  delivered  on 
the  ground  by  contract,  was  delivered  by  Mr.  Condron,  except  a 
small  portion  delivered  by  Mr.  Samuel  Royer.  Nicholas  Hewit  had 
two  horses  and  carts  on  the  work  ;  I  had  one  cart  on  the  work  all  the 
time,  and  part  of  the  time  two;  M’Vicker  had  one  all  the  time,  and 
I  think  two  part  of  the  time  ;  Mr.  Crowl  had  one  cart  on  all  the  time ; 
David  Hewit,  jr.,  had  three  carts  on  a  short  time  ;  Mr.  Glenn  had 
three  or  four  all  the  time.  A  man  named  Zimmerman  had  one  part 
of  the  time,  and  George  Davis  one  part  of  time;  William  Jones  one 
a  short  time;  Jos.  Deary  had  one,  and  Mr.  Bradley  one:  the  carts 
were  driven  by  boys.  One  or  two  of  Glenn’s  boys,  twelve  or  four¬ 
teen  years  of  age-^— one  of  Zimmerman’s  boys,  and  a  boy  named  S. 
Myers,  drove  a  while  for  me;  I  kept  no  other  teams,  but  those  above 
named  on  the  check  roll, and  perhaps  Mr.  Hewit’s  two  horse  wagon  was 
kept  th(;  first  month  on  the  check  roll.  A  good  deal  of  the  feed  was 
bought  from  Mr.  Neff — the  principal  part  was  oats;  the  state  carts 
were  generally  sent  for  feed,  but  their  time  was  deducted.  One  horse 
was  kept  for  the  use  of  the  commonwealth  ;  Mr.  Hewit  furnished  feed 
for  the  oxen — they  were  driven  by  state  hands  ;  I  cannot  tell  how 
the  oxen  were  fed  while  they  were  considered  stale  property. 

William  Condron  built  the  railing  near  the  dam,  and  I  understood 
he  found  the  timber;  I  am  a  carpenter  and  have  worked  a  great  deal 
along  the  canal;  I  think  the  said  railing  could  be  put  up  in  ordinary 
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iimea  for  twelve  and-a-half  cents  per  foot ;  I  did  not  consider  it  neces¬ 
sary  to  put  up  the  railing  at  that  lime  and  opposed  its  being  put  up ; 
I  understood  from  Mr.  Condron  that  he  had  a  contract  for  it  from  Mr. 
Hewit;  1  never  saw  R.  R.  M’Kee  at  work  near  our  work,  I  never 
saw  him  deliver  any  timber  on  the  dam;  Mr.  Hewit  had  no  regular 
time  of  attendance  on  the  work,  he  was  there  once  or  twice  a  week, 
sometimes  he  was  there  a  day  or  two  at  a  time :  There  was  some 
provision  sold  to  men  who  boarded  hands,  and  some»imes  to  men  who 
worked  on  the  job  and  bad  families — the  men  who  kept  the  shantees 
weighed  it  out  and  handed  the  account  to  the  clerk ;  the  articles  sold 
were  flour,  meat  and  molasses,  I  think  when  the  shantee  was  broken 
up  some  flour,  meat  and  molasses,  remaining  on  hand,  was  sold  to 
the  man  who  kept  the  shantee — there  were  two  shantees,  one  built 
and  one  rented,  one  kept  by  Glenn  and  one  by  Bigham — Bigham 
generally  sold,  and  he  bought  what  w'as  left :  The  remainder  of  the 
goods  were  brought  up  here,  and  I  bought  the  shantee  ;  I  offered  fifty 
dollars,  which  Hewit  said  was  too  little,  it  is  not  yet  paid  for ;  Hewitt 
asked  me  for  it  once,  but  I  was  not  prepared  to  settle  it :  I  built 
Lock-house  at  Dam  No.  4  for  six  hundred  dollars,  I  sub-contracted 
for  it  vdth  Mr.  Brotherline,  who  had  the  original  contract  from  Hewit, 
I  understood  he  was  to  get  eight  or  nine  hundred  dollars  for  it — I  have 
not  yet  been  paid  for  it ;  the  boards  I  got  out  of  the  shantee  built  the 
■Lock-house:  Abraham  Leas  bought  the  blacksmith  shop  for  twelve 
dollars :  I  also  got  a  small  oxen  with  the  shantee  ;  In  keeping  the 
check-roll  1  marked  a  man’s  trade  mason,  carpenter,  &;c.  opposite  his 
name;  labouring  mens’  wages  were  one  dollar  twenty-fiv^e  cents  per 
day:  There  were  four  men,  not  mechanics,  who  received  wage^ 
atfove  this,  say  one  dollar  seventy- five  cents  or  two  dollars:  The 
lime  of  the  hands  was  taken  off  the  bosses  rolls  at  the  end  of  the  week 
by  J.  Moore  Hewitt,  I  then  compared  the  two  together:  I  have  no 
way  knowing  certainly  the  number  of  pieces  in  a  check-roll :  I  was 
never  called  on  to  make  deposition  until  the  roll  was  receipted  and 
paid  off*.  I  generally  took  the  roll  to  Williamsburg  to  be  certified, 
after  certifying  I  delivered  it  to  Hewit — previous  to  being  sworn  to, 
Hewit  brought  the  roll  up  here:  Mr.  M’jNeligh,  manager  at  Royer’s 
forge,  asked  me  for  a  few  of  the  bands  a  few  days,  and  he  would 
account  to  the  commonwealth  for  it.  The  contract  for  the  county 
bridge  was  taken  by  Thomas  Patterson  and  myself;  1  sold  out  to 
Patterson  before  it  was  commenced.  I  fiad  three  masons,  stale  hands, 
at  work  at  it  half  a  day,  their  lime  was  not  kept  on  the  check  roll. 
The  time  the  men  worked  on  the  dam  was  not  kept  on  the  check  roll. 
Some  of  the  hands  harvested  for  Bowers:  their  time  was  kept  on  the 
check  rolls,  but  charged  to  the  man  they  worked  for;  I  do  not  recol¬ 
lect  that  J.  M.  Hewit  ever  received  the  n.oney  for  the  oxen  when  he 
signed  the  receipt.  A  few  of  our  hands  were  taken  to  Huntingdon, 
and  theii  time  kept  on  the  check  roll  while  they  were  gone.  The 
price  of  the  timber  furnished  by  Mr.  Condron,  by  contract,  was  nine 
cents  per  foot.  We  had  a  blacksmith  shop,  at  which  the  work  of 
the  job  generally  was  done — horse  shoeing,  wagon  mending,  &c.,  and 
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an  account  kept  with  the  persons  for  whom  the  work  was  done;  my 
account  was  not  less  than  tive  dollars,  which  was  taken  ofT  on 
settlement ;  I  think  this  amount  was  taken  out  of  my  pay  ;  I  think  all 
were  charged  in  the  same  way  ;  the  whole  number  of  days  was  put 
in  for  Mr.  Hewit’s  teams,  and  the  amount  of  smith  work  deducted 
from  the  pay,  in  like  manner  ,*  the  iron  used  was  taken  from  the  com¬ 
monwealth’s  stock  ;  the  tools  of  the  smith  shop  were  hired — one  set 
from  M’Connell,  the  other  belonged  to  the  state;  1  do  not  know  of 
their  ever  having  a  bill  of  horse  feed  against  any  of  the  hands  ;  1 
only  know  of  one  Alexander  M’Vicker.  The  boss  carpenter  and  the 
boss  mason  worked  probably  as  mucli  as  any  of  the  hands:  the  other 
bosses  did  not  work  much;  the  time  of  the  Condron’s  was  not  kept 
on  the  check  roll,  nor  was  that  of  any  of  the  hands  that  worked  on 
the  railing;  Mr.  Condron,  senior,  done  all  the  hewing  by  the  foot. — 
Mr.  D.  D.  Crauell  was  boss  at  the  quarry;  A  Lowry, jr.,  of  the  bar- 
row  men,  M’Vicker  of  the  carts,  and  J.  M.  Hewit  kept  the  books  ;  I 
do  not  recollect  why  the  oxen  were  marked  to  J.  M.  Hewit:  I  think 
the  oxen  were  always  receipted  to  by  James  ;  I  think  there  W'ere  three 
yoke  of  oxen  on  the  w'ork,  but  I  do  not  know  that  the  three  yoke  ever 
worked  one  week  at  a  time ;  I  think  the  work  was  pretty  well  on 
when  the  yoke  of  oxen  came ;  they  came  at  the  time  the  other  was 
lame  :  cannot  say  how  long  they  were  lame — perhaps  fiom  two  to 
three  weeks  ;  Alexander  Lowry,  jr.,  took  the  hands  to  Huntingdon  ; 
i  do  not  know  by  what  authority  he  took  them  ;  I  cannot  say  by  what 
authority  I  marked  their  time  during  their  absence,  but  thought  I  was 
doing  according  to  the  wish  of  my  supervisor,  Mr.  Hewit;  I  believe 
they  were  at  work  in  the  Huntingdon  dam. 

WM.  BELL. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  August  6lh,  1839,  before  me,  Geo.  R.  Esvy. 

Damiel  Stayly,  sworn* — I  cried  the  vendue  at  the  sale  of  the 
public  property  in  February  last ;  Mr.  Hewit  gave  me  no  instructions 
as  to  the  manner  of  selling  the  property.  We  first  commenced  selling 
in  small  parcels  :  Hewit  found  it  was  going  too  slow,  and  he  directed 
the  sale  to  proceed  in  lots  ;  the  first  lot  sold  was  pots,  crockery,  &c. 
Some  of  the  articles  were  injured  by  laying;  some  of  the  bed  clothes 
were  tied  up  w'et  in  bundles,  and  had  moulded  ;  they  were  sold  in  lots  ; 
better  articles  were  sold  in  parcels.  We  sold  from  five  to  seven  tons 
of  iron  in  all — three  tons  the  first  day  ;  the  first  ton  was  very  good 
bar  iron,  the  greater  part  hammered  ;  it  brought  ninety  odd  dollars — 
tlie  next  eighty,  the  next  seventy ;  the  lowest  price  iron  was  sold  at, 
was  $3  25  per  hundred.  The  crow  bars  were  sold  in  lots  of  nine  to 
twelve — generally  brought  six  to  ten  dollars  per  lot ;  wheel  barrows 
were  sold  twelve  to  fifteen  in  a  lot;  they  brought  from  12|  to  314 
cents  each  ;  the  shovels  were  set  up  in  lots  from  seven  to  twelve,  in  a 
lot  according  to  quality — some  were  good,  some  were  not;  they 
brought  from  $l  75  to  S2  25  per  lot;  picks  sold  from  twenty-five  to 
thirty-one  cents  each.  There  was  a  lot  of  new  shovels  sold,  either 
one  or  a  dozen  :  I  mean  canal  shovels  ;  I  think  Peter  Hewit  got  half 
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dozen  at  00 ;  I  think  he  then  said  he_would  take  the  rest  at  the 
same  price,  and  they  were  set  down  to  him  ;  they  were  canal  shovels 
of  the  best  quality,  cost  from  $12  00  to  $15  00  per  dozen  ;  I  do 
not  know  who  these  shovels  were  bought  from,  but  I  recollect  hear¬ 
ing  that  P.  Hewit  had  ordered  shovels  and  picks  for  the  work  ;  I  think 
it  was  N.  Hewit  that  I  heard  say  so.  There  was  a  ton  or  half  a  ton 
of  lock  iron  that  could  not  be  sold  ;  I  also  sold  some  flour — cannot 
tell  who  got  the  flour;  there  were  three  or  four  barrels  whiskey 
offered,  but  I  do  not  know  whether  they  were  sold.  There  was  no 
meat  sold,  that  I  recollect;  I  think  there  was  some  fish  sold — some 
coffee  and  sugar:  do  not  know  who  bought  them;  about  one  half 
barrel  of  sugar  ;  I  did  not  pay  especial  attention  to  what  was  sold, 
but  sold  whatever  was  put  up;  the  bed  clothes  were  in  the  first 
place  boxed  up  and  sold  low,  at  ten  or  twelve  dollars  ;  1  suggested 
to  Mr.  Hewit,  that  they  had  better  be  opened,  and  they  would  sell 
better  ;  the  boxes  were  then  opened,  so  that  the  goods  cou!d  be  seen, 
and  went  for  sixteen  to  twenty  dollars  ;  the  bundles  of  clothes 
were  generally  dirty,  and  went  low  :  those  in  the  boxes  were  clean, 
and  brought  better  prices  ;  I  sold  N.  Hewit  three  beeves  in  Septem¬ 
ber,  at  seven  cents  per  lb. ;  the  beef  amounted,  in  all,  to  about  $96; 
I  understood  he  wanted  part  of  the  beef  for  himself,  and  part  f  or  the 
public  works;  I  made  out  but  one  account  for  the  beef;  I  think 
James  M.  Hewit  told  me,  that  we  sold  to  the  amount  of  $1,000  the 
first  day,  and  if  we  did.  I  am  sure  we  sold  $1,000  worth  the  second 
day.  There  was  a  crane  sold,  some  log  chains,  and  some  very  good 
sledges  ;  Peter  Christy  bought  one  or  two  tons  of  iron ;  James  Moore 
Hewit  was  clerk  of  the  sale;  I  think,  from  my  experience  in  sales, 
that  the  property  sold  amounted  to  $2,000;  R*  R.  M’Kee  also  acted 
as  clerk.  A  great  many  knives  and  forks,  and  queensware  were 
sold — cannot  say  what  amount ;  they  were  sold  in  boxes  with  blank¬ 
ets.  and  brought  from  three  to  five  dollars  ;  N.  Hewit  bought  a  good 
deal  of  the  properly  :  one  or  two  lots  of  blankets,  a  lot  of  tin  ware, 
and  some  lots  of  queensware  and  blankets.  There  were  four  carts 
and  two  or  three  wagons  there,  but  1  do  not  know  that  they  were 
sold  ;  Thomas  Patterson  and  Henry  Fox,  foremen  on  the  canal, 
bought  a  great  deal  of  the  property ;  Peter  Hewit  bought  a  large 
quantity  of  property  ;  Thomas  M’Namara  also  bought  a  large  quan¬ 
tity  ;  Henry  G.  Spang  also  bought  a  considerable  quantity  ;  Richard 
Bancroft  also  bought  a  large  quantity;  R.  R  .  M’Kee  bought  some ; 
John  Dearmr)tt  bought  two  tons  of  iron  ;  David  Hewit,  senior,  bought 
some;  I  bought  half  a  ton  of  iron,  $3  75  per  hundred,  and  a  lot  of 
old  shovels,  eight  or  ten,  for  $2  25;  I  kept  the  people  advised  that  it 
was  a  cash  sale.  The  boxes  of  queensware  and  blankets,  such  as 
N.  Hewit  bought,  were  packed,  layers  of  blankets  and  layers  of 
queensware,  to  prevent  breaking;  all  the  queensware  was  packed 
and  sold  in  this  way. 

D.  STAYLEY. 

Sworn  and  subscribed,  August  7th,  1839,  before  me,  Geo.  R.  Espy. 
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Robert  Williams,  sworn* — I  was  engaged  in  ihe  mercantile  bU' 
siness,  during  iho  break  in  1838,  in  this  place  ;  I  bought  part  of  a 
lot  of  flour  which  was  detained  by  the  break  ;  this  flour  I  offered  to 
Mr.  M’Connell  at  $6  75,  and  sold  one  barrel  to  John  Wiley,  to  go  to 
the  break,  at  $7  00  :  $7  00  was  my  retail  price.  This  was  early 
after  the  break;  flour  was  low  here,  at  that  lime — the  market  was 
glutted,  and  I  am  confident  that  flour  sold  here,  at  retail,  at  $6  00  ; 
large  quantities  of  flour  was  detained  here  by  the  break;  Mr.  Miller, 
of  Pittsburg,  had  a  large  quantity  of  bacon  caught  here,  which  he 
directed  me  to  sell  at  the  Pittsburg  price,  8|  cents  per  lb.  ;  I  think  D. 
M’Mutrie,  jr.,  bought  this  bacon  ;  he  told  me  had  bought  bacon  up 
here,  and  I  understood  him  to  point  to  Gaysport.  This  bacon  was 
at  the  Pilot  line  ware  house,  and  was,  I  believe,  the  only  bacon  in 
Gaysport;  I  believe  that  P.  Hewit  bought  a  lot  of  flour  at  six  dollars. 
H.  M’Connell,  brother  to  the  supervisor,  partner  to  Dr,  Coffee  and  S. 
F.  Green,  told  me  that  they  had  bougl't  flour  which  they  calculated 
on  selling  to  the  commonwealth,  and  that  they  should  not  have  a  bar¬ 
rel  under  eight  dollars  ;  the  price  of  iron  at  that  time,  assorted  sizes 
and  best  quality,  I  sold  at  five  and  a  half  cents  ;  I  offered  iron  at 
that  price  to  M’Mutrie  and  N.  Hewit ;  I  had  a  complete  assortment, 
and  offered  to  deliver  it  at  that  price  on  any  part  of  the  work  ;  I  sold 
iron  at  that  same  time  to  Joseph  W.  Patton,  superintendent  of  motive 
power  on  the  Portage  rail  road,  at  that  price  ;  I  told  the  public  officers, 
that  I  could  sell  them  flour  half  a  dollar  less  than  any  man  in  tow'n. 
None  of  the  public  officers  engaged  any  thing  from  me  ;  H.  M’Con¬ 
nell  and  J.  Brotherline  told  me,  that  if  I  could  talk  as  loud  for  Ritner 
as  I  did  for  Porter,  they  would  buy  from  me  ;  A.  M’Connell  also  said 
that  I  was  injuring  myself;  I  replied,  that  if  the  anti-masonic  admin¬ 
istration  would  pay  me  what  they  owed  me,  I  would  give  them  clear; 
I  know  that  Mr.  Foster,  i)f  Pittsburg,  went  as  far  as  Huntingdon,  en¬ 
deavoring  to  sell  flour  and  bacon  which  had  been  detained  here,  to 
the  public  officers.  Flour  was  taken  from  here  to  Huntingdon  in 
wagons,  when  it  would  scarcely  bear  the  expense  to  be  forwarded  to 
Philadelphia  ;  I  and  others  had  not  disposed  of  our  stock  of  flour 
when  the  break  was  repaired  ;  provisions  generally  fell  here  during 
the  break,  in  consequence  of  the  quantities  stopped  here  by  the  flood. 

R.  WILLIAMS. 

Sworn  and  subscribed,  August  7th,  1839,  before  me,  Geo.  R.  Espy. 

Emat?uel  Bigham  re~nppearsj  and  requests  to  be  examined. — 1 
have  a  bill  of  about  sixiy-ibree  dollars  for  money  expended  for  the 
commonwealth,  and  about  seventeen  days  on  a  check-roll,  for  which 
I  have  not  been  paid  ;  Mr.  Bell  told  me,  that  he  did  not  like  the  way 
the  cattle  were  managed — that  he  believed  that  while  one  of  the  teams 
was  idle  on  account  of  being  lame,  the  three  teams  had  been  kept  on 
the  check  roll:  that  he  did  not  knov/  whether  Mr.  Hewit  was  aware 
of  it,  as  he  examined  the  check  roll  very  negligently  ;  In  addition  to 
the  whiskey  left  at  my  shantee,  which  Bowers  got,  there  was  one  or 
two  kegs  of  rock  powder,  which  Samuel  Bell,  brother  to  W.  Bell,  got; 
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he  bought  it  with  the  refuse  lumber  of  the  shantee  :  I  think  the  lame 
ox  was  lame  longer  than  any  testimony  yet  given  in — more  than  three 
weeks,  certainly,  and  during  its  lameness  but  two  yoke  were  at  work. 
Mr.  Bell  complained  frequently,  that  Mr.  Hewit  was  rather  negligent ; 
Mr.  Bell  said  that  James  Hewit  did  not  attend  to  his  business  as  a 
clerk — that  as  clerk,  his  place  was  on  the  work,  and  not  in  Hollidays- 
burg ;  I  have  knowm  him  absent  in  Hollidaysburg,  eight  days  at  a 
time  ;  I  think  the  ox  got  hurt  in  September ;  after  he  was  put  to  work, 
it  was  found  he  was  rtot  fit,  and  was  taken  out  again.  There  were 
three  barrows  and  two  bars  left  at  the  dam ;  some  of  these  were  taken 
away  by  M’Neligh,  Royer’s  clerk;  one  shovel,  one  crow  bar,  and 
one  pick  were  left  in  Spang’s  blacksmith  shop — also  a  large  sledge  ; 
two  one  and  one  half  inch  augers  were  left  at  Mr.  Royer’s. 

E.  M.  BIGHAM. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  August  7th,  1839,  before  me,  Geo.  R.  Espy. 

Alexander  Glenn,  re-called. — There  were  three  yoke  of  oxen 
at  the  work,  but  not  three  at  work  any  one  time;  the  feed  for  the  oxen 
was  generally  bought  at  Neff’s  milll;  I  also  bought  feed  at  Neff’s 
mill — both  chops  and  oats.  They  gave  me  in  July,  an  order  to  the 
mill  for  ten  bushels  rye :  the  price  was  kept  out  of  my  wages  at  the 
end  of  the  month;  afterwards,  I  bought  for  rnyself.  When  the  rye 
was  taken  out  of  my  w-ages,  it  and  my  blacksmith  bill  was  deducted 
from  the  money,  and  not  from  the  time  ;  1  do  not  think  that  two  yoke 
of  oxen  worked  coostant  any  day  for  two  or  three  months; 
some  weeks  they  did  not  do  the  work  of  two  yoke  of  oxen  three  days 
in  a  week  ;  I  think  that  three  yoke  of  oxen  did  not  work  at  one  time 
six  days  in  all;  1  understand  that  Mr.  Hewit  bought  a  stack  of  hay 
from  A.  Burns,  Esq.  The  oxen  were  driven  by  state  hands — some 
drove  one  day,  some  another  ;  I  was  asked  by  Mr.  Hewit  to  select  lots 
of  tools,  iron,  wheelbarrows,  &c.,  ready  for  the  sale  ;  I  bought  goods 
to  the  amount  of  $1  05  ;  I  got  a  whiskey  barrel,  containing  some 
whiskey,  and  thirteen  wheelbarrow  wheels ;  for  the  latter,  I  gave 
twenty-five  cents. 

A.  GLENN. 

8 worn  and  subscribed,  August  7th,  1839,  before  me,  Geo.  R.  Espy. 

James  Arthurs,  sworn. — 1  am  agent  for  the  Western  Transporta¬ 
tion  Company,  and  was  during  the  break  in  1838  ;  the  Western 
Transporta‘ion  Company  brought  from  Pittsburg  to  this  place,  a  num¬ 
ber  of  hands — probably  three  hundred  men,  for  which  their  bill  was 
seven  hundred  and  twenty  dollars;  my  impression  is,  that  the  charge 
per  man  was  two  dollars  ;  the  state  toll  on  these  men  was  not  charg- 
ed  :  their  passage  was  engaged  by  Mr.  Alexander  M’Connell,  who 
paid  the  bill  in  part;  I  think  I  receipted  the  bill.  All  the  men  brought 
by  the  company,  at  different  times,  were  included  in  this  one  bill  ;  I 
think  I  received  three  or  four  hundred  dollars  on  the  bill;  1  did  not 
take  Mr.  M’Connell’s  obligation  for  the  rest  of  the  bill  ;  I  do 
not  remember  when  the  bill  was  proved,  but  think  it  was  in  the  fall. 

JAMES  ARTHURS. 

Sworn  and  subscribed,  August  7ih,  1839,  before  me,  Geo.  R.  Espy. 


91 


William  Casv,  sworn. — I  worked  on  the  public  works  during  ’.lie 
break  ;  Alexander  Lowry,  jr.,  was  I'oreman  ;  1  commenced  on  July 
5th,  1838,  and  worked  until  October  10th,  1838  ;  my  son  and  me 
were  paid  $1  12i  per  day.  My  son’s  name  is  William,  also;  we 
were  paid  nine  days  at  SI  121 — after  that,  $1  25  ;  we  got  lull  pay, 
and  boarded  ourselves;  lam  certain  that  this  is  the  fact;  we  were 
paid  by  N.  He  wit — Lowry  kept  the  lime. 

His 

WILLIAM  X  CASY. 
mark. 

Sworn  and  subscribed,  August  8th,  1839,  before  me.  Geo.  R.  Espy. 

John  Whittaker,  sworn. — I  was  appointed  supervisor  from 
Lewistown  down  to  Rayslown  dam,  bv  canal  commissioners  ;  I  was 
appointed  before  the  Juniata  break  ;  1  was  continued  on  throughout 
the  break;  I  was  extended  to  the  Water  Street  dam.  The  extension 
was  not  in  my  own  name ;  it  was  made  out  to  Mr.  Reed,  and  handed 
over  to  me;  I  acted  on  it;  Mr.  Reed  had  formerly  been  appointed 
by  canal  commissioners  ;  the  commissioners  handed  to  me  personally 
the  resolution  of  the  board  ;  I  think  on  the  same  paper  there  was  a 
resolution  that  Mr.  David  M’Mutrie  was  appointed  to  assist  the  su¬ 
pervisors;  I  think  this  paper  was  handed  me  by  Mr.  Stevens  ;  I  saw 
Mr.  Pennypacker  several  times  during  the  progress  of  repairs  on 
break,  and  others  of  the  canal  commissioners  ;  I  have  seen  Stevens 
and  Pennypacker  on  it;  I  saw  Mr.  Stevens  in  Huntingdon,  during 
the  break  repairs  ;  he  spoke  to  me  about  the  work  as  a  supervisor  ;  1 
received  no  directions  as  to  the  manner  of  doing  the  work  ;  I  did 
not  appoint  any  of  the  foremen,  with  the  exception  of  one  young 
man,  Mr.  Uttery,  at  Piper’s  dam,  and  Robert  Stott,  F.  A.  Gebbons, 
Thomas  M’Gee,  Henry  Comprobst,  at  lower  dam,  or  Huntingdon, 
and  at  next  Piper’s  dam,  Asahel  H.  Brown,  (Uttery,  my  appointment) 
Samuel  Drake  and  William  Hampson,  at  Petersburg  dam  ;  Robert 
Still,  (my  own  appointment,)  and  John  Stewart,  at  Neff’s  aqueduct  ; 
Jacob  Renner  and  James  Hampson  at  Water  Street  dam  ;  John  H. 
Stonebreaker,  Job  Bisbin  and  John  Taylor,  superintendents  of  wood 
woik,  I  appointed.  Out?  of  these,  Gebbons  kept  the  check  roll  at 
first  dam,  when  I  came  there;  Brown  at  Piper’s  dam  ;  Still  at  Peters¬ 
burg  dam  ;  James  Hampson  at  Neff’s  aqueduct,  and  John  H.  Stone- 
breaker  at  Water  street  dam.  After  Mr.  Gebbons  was  discharged, 
which  was  after  the  commencement  of  repairs,  Mr.  M’Gee  kept  the 
roll  at  the  first  dam. 

I  gave  no  particular  instruction  to  the  foremen  as  to  the  manner  or 
form  of  keeping  the  check  rolls  ;  I  showed  them  all  the  forms  of 
check  rolls  which  I  had  in  my  possession,  and  showed  them  how  they 
ought  to  be  kept.  After  check  rolls  were  returned,  I  examined  them 
and  presumed  them  to  be  right,  after  sworn  to  by  foremen.  At  ijie 
first  dam,  under  Mr.  M’Gee,  there  was  near  two  hundred  hands  em¬ 
ployed,  at  different  times  :  I  think  it  would  average  one  hundred  and 
fifty  for  one  month  at  a  time.  There  were  different  sets  of  hands  at 
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this  dam,  under  M^Gee;  the  timber  was  handy ;  it  was  gotten  ciosej 
within  half  a  mile  of  the  dam,  anJ  on  each  side  of  the  river. 

The  stone  was  got  within  thre  ^  hundred  yards,  the  furthest  off,  I 
think.  The  hands  were  boarded  then  at  public  shantees ;  the  fore¬ 
men  got  the  provisions  frequently  ;  I  purchased  very  little,  as  I  under¬ 
stood  that  Mr.  M’Mutrie  was  appointed  to  furnish  provisions,  so  that 
the  supervisors  might  be  at  the  work  ;  M’Mutrie  furnished  a  good 
deal  of  the  provisions  :  there  was  a  good  deal  got  at  Mr.  M'Mutrie’s 
store,  and  at  VI r.  Reed’s  and  Steele’s.  The  foremen  sent  orders  for 
these  articles ;  I  never  wrote  an  order  for  any  provision,  or  any 
other  materials,  or  goods,  or  lumber;  I  never  spoke  to  any  of  my 
foremen  about  the  orders  they  sent,  except  Gebbons ;  the  next  fore¬ 
man,  Mr.  M’Gee,  got  where  he  pleased,  without  consulting  any  one. 
Commissary  M’Mutrie  made  purchases,  and  sent  to  the  works;  what 
M’Mutrie  delivered,  was  delivered  by  teams  hired  by  the  Common¬ 
wealth  ;  I  know  of  flour  and  meat  that  Mr.  M’Mutrie  furnished  and 
sent  to  us  ;  1  don’t  know  from  whom  he  bought  them :  he  told  me  it 
was  for  the  commonwealth.  Mr.  M’Mutrie  was  not  my  choice  for 
the  appointment,  and  probably  that  was  the  reason  he  was  not  fa¬ 
miliar  with  me  in  this  conversation  ;  when  he  told  me  he  had  flour 
and  meat,  he  gave  me  notice  of  it,  and  when  it  was  wanted,  to  send 
for  it  to  him. 

Mr.  Reed  and  myself  contracted  for  all  the  limber  of  the  cribbing  of 
the  Huntingdon  dam;  so  far  as  Reed  was  concerned,  I  had  it  fromT  Fos- 
by,  with  wh*.m  the  bargain  was  made.  All  the  plank  and  boards,  (ex¬ 
cept  a  few  small  lots,)  were  got  by  M’Mutrie,  used  on  my  division  ;  I 
think  what  he  did  not  furnish,  would  not  amount  to  more  than  3,000 
or  4  000  plank, board  measure;  I  purchased  inch  and  quarter  boards  be¬ 
fore  the  break,  for  $1  125  ;  after  the  break, it  appears  to  me,  we  paid  for 
2|  inch  plank,  ‘$2  50;  I  think  this  lot  of  plank  was  all  I  got  after 
the  break  ;  I  think  the  lumber  was  boated  up  the  canal  to  Hunting¬ 
don,  but  not  by  state  hands  ;  James  M’Cauley  boated  some  of  it. — 
The  time  of  the  teams  that  generally  hauled  this  lumber,  was  kept 
by  my  foremen.  The  bills  that  was  presented  for  goods,  1  generally 
saw  in  Mr.  Steele’s  office  ;  some  were  paid  before  I  certified  to  them, 
but  generally  certified  before  paid;  I  never  paid  any  of  the  hands 
after  Major  Steele  was  appoitifed  ;  I  have  a  thousand  dollars  of 
commonwealth  money  in  my  hands  ;  I  received  a  letter  from  Mr, 
Cunningliam,  of  the  House,  at  the  commencement  of  the  extra  session 
of  the  legislature,  in  which  he  told  me  that  he  had  had  a  conversation 
with  Dr.  Espy,  Auditor  General— that  Mr.  Espy  told  him  to  write  to 
me,  that  [  had  better  wait  until  this  investigation  was  had  before  set- 
tlint/  my  account ;  I  received  this  thousand  dollars  from  the  canal 
commissiotiers.  Mr.  Steele  was  appointed:  he  paid  one  thousand 
of  tlte  money  I  had  received  from  the  canal  commissioners.  The 
first  time  Major  Steele  went  up  the  line,  he  discovered  the  accounts 
were  in  confusion,  on  account  of  the  foremen  being  new  hands,  and 
not  knowing  how  to  keep  the  boarding  accounts  he  gave  them  a 
form  and  directed  them  to  keep  their  accounts  according  to  that 
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form  which  I  believe  was  afterwards  done  ;  he  made  no  objections  to 
them  afterwards  ;  Major  Steele  directed  the  foremen  to  keep  the  ac¬ 
count  in  this  way,  the  men  being  allowed  $1  25  per  day — they  were 
allowed  to  deduct  thirty  cents  from  every  man’s  wages  per  day,  for 
boarding;  Major  Steele  directed  a  regular  list  of  all  the  names  of 
those  who  boarded  with  the  commonwealth,  to  be  made  out  and  return 
It  with  the  check  rolls ;  1  do  not  recolbct  of  ever  sending  more  than 
one  or  two  of  these  kinds  of  Mils;  each  foreman  (except  at  Ned’s 
aqueduct,)  was  directed  by  him  to  keep  one  of  these  lists  for  each 
month.  After  the  first  time,  the  foremen  made  out  their  check  rolls 
and  swore  to  them, and  took  them  themselves  to  Mr.  Steele’s  office  at 
Huntingdon,  and  lifted  the  money  ;  I  occasionally  saw  the  check  rolls, 
but  many  I  never  saw  until  1  saw  them  in  Mr.  Steele’s  office.  The 
foremen  frequently  would  send  certificates  of  so  much  due  on  such  a 
check  roll,  before  the  roll  was  made  out,  to  such  a  person  therein 
mentioned — upon.W'hich  Mr.  Steele  would  pay  the  amount  staled  in 
them,  and  keep  it  out  of  the  check  rolls  when  presented. 

The  boarding  account  that  I  saw,  were  lists  made  out  on  several 
sheets  of  paper  fastened  together;  I  never  saw  any  oaths  made  to 
to  them,  as  to  the  check  rolls;  1  never  was  asked  by  Mr.  Steele  to 
certify  them  ;  I  don’t  think  they  were  certified  to  by  any  person  ;  I 
cannot  tell  whether  the  foremen  sent  lists  every  month  or  not ;  Mr. 
Steele  frequently,  before  he  would  be  going  away,  would  ask  me  to 
certify  to  rolls — and  once  or  twice  after  night,  when  Mr.  Steele  would 
tell  me  he  was  in  a  hurry  to  get  off.  When  I  was  a  disbursing  su¬ 
pervisor,  before  the  break,  I  did  not  allow  my  foreman  to  cut  the  affi¬ 
davits  and  certificates  from  one  check  roll,  and  paste  it  to  another 
separate  piece  of  paper,  except  at  Wakefield’s  aqueduct,  one  roll  ;  I 
never  spoke  to  Mr.  Steele  about  the  impropriety  of  allowing  these 
affidavits  and  certificates  to  be  cut  off  and  attached  to  separate  pieces 
of  paper  or  rolls.  The  check  rolls  on  the  break  were  frequently 
made  out  by  attaching  several  rolls  together,  cutting  off  top  and  bot¬ 
tom  :  some  were  attached  with  paste,  and  some  with  wafers  ;  I  saw 
them  in  that  way  in  Mr.  Steele’s  office  ;  I  never  allowed  John  H. 
Stonebreaker  to  take  from  the  work,  flour,  meat,  tea  or  any  thing 
else. 

The  commonwealth  had  a. balance  of  flour  of  James  Morrows  at 
Neff’s  mills,  which  Stonebreaker  took  away  ;  I  called  up  for  the 
purpose  of  getting  some  of  it  for  the  use  of  the  lower  jobs  ;  I  found 
that  Stonebreaker  had  taken  it  ;  I  again  went  up,  on  Monday  follow¬ 
ing,  for  part  of  the  sixteen  barrels  to  bring  down,  as  I  thought  Stone¬ 
breaker  would  not  need  it  all.  I  told  him  that  sixteen  barrels  was 
more  than  he  would  need  at  his  shantee:  he  replied,  that  he  had  taken 
eight  barrels  home,  which  he  intended  to  pay  the  commonwealth  for. 
I  think  my  team  had  to  come  home  empty  from  Neff’s  mil!,  on  ac¬ 
count  of  the  flour  being  gone  ;  I  think  this  was  about  the  last  of  Nov¬ 
ember ;  I  admonished  Mr.  Stonebreaker  about  this  conduct,  and  told 
him  he  should  be  careful.  He  replied,  that  he  did  not  consider  any 
thing  dishonest  ic  it,  as  he  stood  in  need  of  it,  and  intended  to  pay 
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for  it.  In  Steele’s  office,  in  Huntingdon,  afterwards,  Mr.  Morrow 
told  me  that  Stonebreaker  had  paid  lor  it;  M’Mutrio  told  me,  in  the 
first  insiaiice,  that  Morrow  had  wheal  to  sell  ;  I  seen  Morrow,  and 
agreed  upon  takihg  it,  in  flour,  if  he  would  get  it  ground  out  and  deliv¬ 
er  it  at  Neff’s  mill ;  we  got  from  ninety  to  one  hundred  barrels,  at 
$7  50  per  barrel.  After  Stonebreaker  t^jld  rne  he  had  taken  the  eight 
barrels,  (I  think  the  next  day,)  I  think  it  very  likely  1  spoke  about  it 
to  Mr.  Steele;  I  don’t  recollect  that  Mr.  Steele  made  any  remarks 
or  objections  about  it  ;  John  Taylor,  or  John  J.  Taylor,  told  me  that 
he  would  sooner  leave  the  job  than  stay  there  with  Stonebreaker,  or 
have  any  fuss;  I  don't  recollect  what  he  told  me  what  had  happened 
to  cause  the  quarrel ;  I  went  then  to  Stonebreaker  to  find  the  causes 
of  the  quarrel:  Stonebreaker  told  me  that  J^aylor  had  made  a  pro¬ 
posal  to  him  to  make  some  money  for  themselves,  and  he  had  ordered 
him  out  of  his  office,  'f'here  w'ere  several  of  the  hands  complained 
to  me,  about  the  last  of  November,  that  they  could  not  get  a  settlement 
with  him  (Stonebreaker.)  I  spoke  to  Stonebreaker  about  that :  he 
told  me  that  the  two  or  three  dutchmen  that  had  spoken  to  me,  had 
their  money  and  signed  the  check  rolls  ;  I  spoke  to  the  dutchmen 
again,  and  they  still  said  they  had  not  got  it.  I  do  not  know  whether 
they  finally  got  their  pay  or  not.  I  considered  that  when  I  was  ap¬ 
pointed  to  the  division  above,  that  I  had  the  same  authority  and  power 
I  had  before,  to  appoint  and  remove  foremen,  &;c.,  and  all  other  pow¬ 
ers  and  rights  pertaining  to  the  office  ;  I  certified  to  Mr.  Steele,  on  the 
check  rolls,  that  such  men  were  foremen,  in  the  usual  way  that  su¬ 
pervisors  do.  1  have  one  check  roll  in  my  possession,  not  certified  to 
by  me,  for  the  fust  dam  for  the  month  of  December  ;  it  is  sworn  to 
by  Thomas  M’Gee  ;  I  think  it  may  amount  to  from  two  to  three  hund¬ 
red  dollars  ;  I  recognized  Mr.  M’Mutrie  as  a  regular  officer,  having  the 
entire  control  in  purchasing  all  matter  for  the  work,  so  that  the  su¬ 
pervisors  might  be  able  to  give  their  whole  time  and  attendance  to  the 
work.  The  foremen  paid  off  the  hands  generally,  and  then  brought 
their  rolls  to  Mr.  Steele  —  Mr.  Steele  giving  them  the  money  for  that 
purpose,  and  paying  all  balance.s  due  on  rolls. 

Mr.  Steele  never  assumed  any  authority,  except  as  regards  money 
matters;  I  supposed  that  Mr.  Steele  took  the  place  of  a  supervisor  so 
far  as  the  money  matters  were  concerned,  and  therefore  the  proper 
officer  to  pay  the  hands.  This  was  rny  reason  for  paying  no  more 
attention  to  the  money  matters  after  Mr.  Steele  came  into  office  ;  1 
sold  goods  of  the  commonwealth  to  tlie  amount  of  perhaps  one 
hundred  dollars,  more  or  less;  I  sold  no  tools  that  could  be  mended, 
or  used  to  advantage;  I  think  the  crowbars  and  sledges  were  all 
sold.  Tliere  were  shantee  furniture,  cups,  tins,  &c.,  and  bed  clothes 
sold  ;  there  were  perhaps  eighteen  or  twenty  blankets  sold — perhaps 
twenty  comforts  sold,  and  some  pot  ware  and  shantee  utensils. — 
They  were  sold  at  out-cry  ;  William  M’Muirie  was  clerk — he  kept 
a  regular  list  as  sold  ;  the  terms  were  to  be  cash;  I  had  the  list  of 
the  goods  sold,  kept  by  the  clerk ;  I  think  it  was  in  December  the 
gooes  were  sold;  Mr.  Hewit  said  he  had  authority  by  the  canal 
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commissioners,  to  sell  all  commonwealth  goods  on  the  line  or  break. 

I  don’t  know  that  he  told  me  to  sell  ;  I  think  I  had  no  authority  to 
sell  frooi  the  board  ;  I  don’t  know  ofany  time  having  been  given  by 
any  foreman  on  my  division,  for  which  hands  did  not  work  ;  I  don't 
remember  that  ever  1  got  Mr.  liewit,  or  any  other  supervisor,  to  send 
me  hands  from^their  jobs,  because  I  needed  or  could  not  obtain  hands. 

1  never  gave  authority  to  any  of  rny  foremen,  or  others,  to  sell  pro¬ 
visions  belonging  to  the  commonwealth  to  any  person,  lock  keepers 
or  others  from  olF  the  line  ;  I  never  knew  of  its  being  done.  We  ^ 
used  whiskey  on  the  line  /’rom  immediately  after  the  commencement 
of  the  repairs  of  the  break  ;  we  never  kept  state  whiskey  on  the  line 
before  the  break.  The  canal  commissioners  recommended  whiskey  to 
be  had  upon  the  line ;  John  Stonebreaker,  the  father  of  John  H. 
Stonebreaker,  never  worked,  to  my  knowledge,  upon  the  break. — 
Knowing  his  name  to  be  out,  I  never  ceriified  to  any  check  roll  with 
it  on ;  I  never  knew  of  old  Mr.  Stonebreaker  having  been  about  the 
Water  Street  dam,  but  one  day  ;  Stonebreaker  told  me  David  Hewit, 
of  Spruce  creek,  made  the  wheelbarrows  for  him.  The  teams  were 
general!}^  kept  on  the  check  rolls;  1  don’t  know  of  any  teams  driven 
by  state  bands  on  my  division  ;  I  don’t  know  of  any  horse  allowed 
to  be  kept  on  the  line,  marked  on  the  check  rolls,  not  kept  for  draff. 
The  class  of  officers  called  bosses,  were  put  there  for  the  purpose  of 
overseeing  the  men,  and  to  w'ork  if  they  pleased  or  not ;  I  do  not 
know  of  any  of  the  foremen  to  be  off  the  work  any  day,  except  J. 

H.  Stonebreaker  ;  I  do  not  recollect  the  time  he  was  gont; — he  was 
at  the  trial  at  court,  at  Allentown,  Tlie  bosses  kept  the  time  of  the 
bands,  and  handed  it  to  the  foreman  in  the  evening  ;  I  do  not  know 
of  any  boys  of  fifteen  or  sixteenjyears  of  age,  being  allowed  full  pay  : 
we  allowed  a  cart,  driven  by  a  boy,  the  same  as  if  driven  by  a  man. 

I  certified  to  bills  of  M’Mutrie  ;  I  never  paid  a  dollar  out  to  a  hand 
after  Steele  was  appointed,  except  two  or  three  hand^mall  amounts 
when  Mr.  Steele  was  absent;  I  do  not  know  of  any  reason  that  Mr. 
Steele  had  in  having  the  payments  marked  in  check  rolls  as  paid  by 
me.  Some  limes  Mr.  Steele  struck  out  the  name  of  Mr.  Reed,  and 
inserted  mine,  and  some  times  I  have  done  it  myself ;  I  have  always 
heard  Mr.  Steele  considered  by  his  neighbors  in  Huntingdon  as  an 
apt  and  shrewd  accountant ;  Mr.  M’Mutrie  was  the  greater  part  of 
his  time  out:  he  was,  however,  at  home  frequently.  There  was  a 
young  Mr.  Samuel  Steele,  clerk  for  James  Steele  ;  1  had  no  clerk:  I 
don’t  know  any  of  the  bosses  to  have  made  any  bargain  for  the 
commonwealth. 

I  heard  it  said  that  D.  M’Mufrie,  jr.,  was  one  of  Mr.  Friedley’s 
bail,  who  sold  meat  to  the  shantees  ;  I  don’t  know  whether  M’Mutrie 
or  the  state  paid  for  lumber  bought  near  Duncan’s  Island  ;  M’Mutrie 
hired  some  of  the  teams  to  haul  lumber  up  the  line,  and  1  hired  some. 

I  don’t  know  who  had  the  contract  of  them.  The  teams  w'ould  haul 
perhaps  from  two  to  three  loads  per  day  up  to  the  first  dam  ;  the 
teams  hauling  lumber  up  to  the  dams  above,  were  hired  in  the  same 
way  :  some  of  the  teams  hauled  good  loads,  and  some  light  ones  ; 
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([  never  saw  any  of  the  teams  go  with  so  light  a  load  as  eight  or  ten 
boards  ;  they  might  have  went  with  such  loads  ;  I  know  of  no  person 
by  the  name  of  Keziah  Beatty  having  cooked  on  the  line  ;  1  do  n^t 
know  that  Peggy  Beatty,  who  was  on  my  division,  could  write  or  not. 
1  don’t  know  of  any  person  being  on  the  line  named  Keziah  Beatty. 
The  time  of  the  teams  employed  in  hauling  lumber,  goods  or  provis¬ 
ions  upon  the  line,  sent  by  M’Mutrie,  was  generally  kept  upon  the 
check  rolls  ;  I  know  of  no  other  matter  or  act  on  the  line  being  done, 
which,  according  to  my  notion,  was  improperly  done  upon  the  breach. 


Goods  sold  January  24rH,  belonging  to  the  Commonwealth. 


1 

lot  fish. 

Coffee,  9^  !bs« 

S20  00 

1  12| 

Samuel  Hamer, 
do. 

1 

grindstone 

2  00 

do. 

3 

barrels, 

6| 

Samuel  Africa, 

2 

do. 

8 

Thos.  Whittaker, 

2 

do. 

8 

John  Decker, 

3 

do. 

n 

David  Share, 

1 

whiskey  bbl. 

40 

Thomas  Fisher,  not  paid. 

1 

do. 

47^ 

do.  do. 

1 

do. 

421 

do.  do. 

1 

do. 

42^ 

do.  do. 

1 

barrel. 

18 

F.  Snyder, 

Joseph  Stewart, 

Thos.  Whittaker, 

1 

fish  barrel, 

Tight  do. 

12i 

58 

i 

do. 

10 

Byren  Kyler, 

1 

molasses  bbk 

4  00 

James  Henderson, 

1 

desk. 

31 

George  Griffin, 

1 

shovel. 

41 

L.  Westbrook,  jr.,  not  paid. 

2 

shovels, 

21 

F.  Snyder, 

2 

do. 

31 

Robert  Wilson, 

2 

do. 

75 

James  Kerr, 

2 

do. 

37d 

William  Robb, 

1 

do.  and  mattock, 

I  05 

do. 

2 

shovels, 

84 

Joseph  Stewart, 

1 

shovel  and  pick, 

26 

S.  Harner, 

3 

shovel. 

64 

James  Horrell,  not  paid. 

1 

shovel  and  pick, 

40 

Henry  Miller, 

1 

do.  Sledge, 

17 

Joseph  Hepner, 

1 

do. 

1  00 

Joseph  Stewart, 

1 

axe. 

64 

Isaac  Lyringer, 

1 

pick  and  mattock, 

1  20 

Thomas  Fisher,  not  paid. 

2 

picks, 

SO 

A.  Hirst, 

1 

pick  and  hamtner, 

1  00 

James  Horrell,  not  paiid. 

1 

chain, 

1  40 

C.  Coldstock, 

1 

crow  bar, 

1  25 

Joseph  Stewart, 

1 

do. 

1  00 

Patrick  Gwinn, 

Thomas  Whittaker, 

i 

do. 

40 
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1  crow  bar, 

SO  20 

Thomas  Dean, 

1  do. 

35 

George  Jackson, 

1  do. 

I2h 

C.  Snare, 

1  lot  of  steel, 

88 

William  Robb, 

1  do.  old  iron, 

88 

do. 

1  do. 

56 

C.  Snare, 

2  shovels, 

21 

F.  Snyder, 

Robert  Wilson, 

2  do. 

31 

2  do. 

75 

James  Kerr, 

2  do. 

37  h 

William  Robb, 

1  do.  and  mattock, 

1  05 

do. 

2  shovels, 

84 

Joseph  Stewart, 

1  shovel  and  pick, 

26 

S.  Hamer, 

1  shovel. 

64 

James  Horrell, 

1  shovel  and  pick, 

40 

Henry  Miller, 

1  do.  and  sledge. 

17 

Joseph  Hepner, 

1  do. 

1  00 

Joseph  Stewart, 

1  axe. 

64 

Isaac  Lyringer, 

1  pick  and  mattocks^ 

1  20 

Thomas  Fisher, 

2  picks, 

30 

Ai  Hirst, 

1  pick  and  hammer, 

1  00 

James  Horrell, 

1  chain. 

1  40 

C.  Coldstock, 

1  crow  baTj 

1  25 

Joseph  Stewart, 

1  do. 

1  00 

Patrick  Gwin, 

1  do. 

40 

Thomas  Whittaker, 

1  do. 

20 

Thomas  Dean, 

1  do. 

35 

George  Jackson, 

1  do. 

12^ 

Ci  Snare,  o 

1  lot  of  steel. 

83 

William  Robb, 

1  do.  old  iron, 

88 

do. 

1  do.  do. 

56 

C.  Snare, 

1  pot  rack, 

15 

M.  Clabaugh, 

1  sledge. 

25 

B.  Oswalt, 

1  lot  old  irooj 

81 

S.  Fleming, 

1  crow  bar. 

1  05 

D.  Corbin, 

1  bar  iron. 

1  75 

J.  Henderson, 

1  crow  bat-, 

37^ 

D.  Flenner, 

1  do. 

37^ 

Jacob  Africa, 

1  crow  bar  &  1  sledge  j 
mouldi  ' 

1  1  00 

Henry  Irenberger, 

2  crow  bars, 

1  12i 

Jacob  Hoffman, 

1  do. 

1  05 

C.  Coldstock, 

1  do. 

1  55 

James  Henderson, 

1  do. 

1  50 

Edward  Plowman, 

1  do. 

1  50 

do. 

1  do. 

1  50 

Thomas  Whittaker, 

1  do. 

87d 

Joseph  Horrell, 

1  lot  iror>>  ^ 

1  cask,  ^ 

2  05 

17 

Semple  Fleming, 

do. 

G 


not  paid. 

not  paid, 
not  paid. 


not  paid. 


not  paid. 
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1  kettle, 

1  10 

1  do. 

i  80 

1  do. 

1  40 

1  pot, 

62i 

1  do. 

80 

1  do. 

60 

1  do. 

76 

1  frying  pan, 

50 

1  hand  saw, 

i  00 

1  lot  iron,  620  lbs,  at 
5  cts.  per  lb.. 

^  31  00 

1  cot, 

85 

i  rope, 

1  60 

1  coal  stove  and  pipe. 

6  12i 

Nails,  86  lbs.,  9  cts. 

'  7  74 

Cross  cut  saw, 

3  80 

1  lot  queensware, 

23 

1  do. 

20 

1  do. 

13 

1  do. 

17 

1  do. 

17 

i  do. 

21 

1  do. 

61 

6  plates. 

20 

6  do. 

27 

6  do. 

27 

0  do. 

29 

7  do. 

36 

6  do. 

29 

6  do. 

34' 

6  do. 

29 

6  do. 

20 

6  do. 

28 

Soup  dish, 

37 1 

do. 

35 

Knives  and  forks, 

50 

do.  do. 

50 

do.  do. 

45 

do.  do. 

69 

Soup  dishes,  knives  &  forks,  70 

Carving  do. 

do.  42 

do.  do. 

do.  31 

do.  do 

do.  29 

Knives, 

26 

do. 

34 

1  lot  spoons, 

35 

do. 

40 

do. 

40 

do. 

07 

Benjamin  Kyler, 

Robert  Wilson, 

Jno.  Cockel, 

Jno.  Whittaker, 

Benjamin  Kyler, 

Daniel  Flenner, 

George  Black, 

F.  Snyder, 

Jno.  Stulleberger, 

Philip  Hoffman, 

William  King, 

Peter  Murrits, 

D.  M’xMutrie, 

Thomas  Whittaker, 

A.  Brown, 

N.  Decker, 

George  Griffin, 

Jno.  Decker, 

Iffiomas  Dean, 

Lynger, 

J.  Snyder, 

J.  Lyringer, 

Jno.  VV^hite, 

R.  Brenneman, 

do. 

S.  Fleming, 

Robert  Wilson, 

Thomas  Whittaker, 

Jacob  Africa, 

do. 

F.  Snyder, 

N.  Decker, 

Jno.  Nash, 

Robert  VVilson, 

Jno.  White, 

Jacob  Hoffman, 

A.  Decker, 

Jno.  Decker, 

William  W,  Wiston, 

Jno,  Snyder, 

Jacob  Devor,  not  paid. 

W  illiam  Wiston, 

Jno.  White, 

A.  Corbin, 

Jno.  Nail, 

P.  Douglass, 

Thomas  M’Cord, 

A.  Corbin, 


not  paid. 


not  paid. 


not  paid. 


not  paid, 
do. 
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2  flour  bbis. 

25 

Benjamin  K\ler, 

Coflee  boiler, 

20 

Joseph  Horrell, 

not  paid, 

do. 

26 

do. 

do. 

Kuckets, 

50 

C.  Couts, 

Jif^er  cann, 

14 

M.  Decker, 

do. 

19 

Thomas  Dean, 

5  buckets, 

62^ 

B.  Kyler. 

'4  Slone  pans. 

40 

VV.  Weston, 

2  do 

46 

S.  Fleming, 

1  lot  tin, 

26 

N.  Corbin, 

do 

27 

Thomas  VVhittaker, 

do 

31 

S.  Kyler, 

do 

26 

William  Weston, 

do 

19 

Robert  Wilson, 

do 

31 

C.  Couts, 

do 

18 

L*  Vorhees, 

do 

36 

A,  Decker, 

Floiw.  Cask, 

10 

John  Flenner, 

Blanket, 

60 

Jacob  Devore, 

not  paid 

2  do 

$1  14 

William  King, 

2  do 

1  25 

S.  Fleming, 

2  do 

1  50 

D.  M’Mutrie,  merchant  noinaid 

2  do 

1  50 

Thomas  Stett, 

2  do 

1  62^ 

William  K.  Hampson 

do 

1  50 

Thomas  VVhittaker, 

1  do 

40 

Tiiomas  VV^allace, 

Comfort, 

1  121 

George  Jackson, 

not  paid, 

2  do 

2  42 

Jacob  Devor, 

not  paid, 

2  do 

2  90 

S.  Fleming, 

2  do 

2  531 

Robert  Still, 

2  do. 

2  371 

James  Kerr, 

2  do 

2  95  • 

C.  Couts, 

2  do 

2  95 

James  Horrell, 

not  paid 

Check  lick, 

48 

7'homas  Whittaker, 

2  comforts, 

2  021 

Robert  Steel, 

2  do 

2  05 

James  Honell, 

not  paid. 

2  do 

2  05 

K.  Plowman, 

2  do 

2  20 

E.  Plummer, 

2  Ituggs, 

3  00 

Jacob  Devore, 

not  paid. 

2  do 

2  45 

James  Florrell, 

not  paid, 

2  do 

1  05 

7'homas  VV^allace, 

2  do 

2  40 

E.  Plowman, 

2  do 

2  45 

James  Horrell, 

net  paid , 

2  do 

2  47 1 

Thomas  Wallace, 

2  do 

70 

A.  Corbin, 

2  do 

2  45 

PI.  Plowman, 

2  do  ^1%'- 

2  05 

George  Otenkirk, 

not  paid. 

2  do  r> 

2  371 

J.  Kerr, 

2  do 

2  171 

T,  Steel, 

loo 


2'  Rugs, 

1  16 

S.  P'leming, 

2  do  ticks, 

1  I2k 

J.  Kerr, 

2  rugs. 

1  08 

A.  Corbin, 

2  do 

2  m 

Thomas  Wallace, 

2  do 

2  30 

A.  Carmoie, 

2  ticks, 

1  10 

George  Otenkirk, 

not  paid. 

Coverlets, 

2  22^ 

Thomas  Wallace, 

do 

2  05 

Thomas  Stett, 

do 

1  75 

E.  Plowman, 

do 

2  85 

C.  Couts, 

do 

2  12i 

J.  Kerr, 

do 

2  35 

C.  Couts, 

do- 

1  90 

John  Pleasant, 

do- 

1 

John  White, 

do 

2  15 

Robert  Steel, 

do 

3  30 

C.  Couts, 

do 

1  05 

John  Pleasant, 

do 

1  00 

R,  Plowman, 

do 

2  06 

S.  Fleming, 

do 

1  66 

F.  Snyder, 

2  ticks, 

1  05 

E.  Plowman, 

do 

1  05 

do 

do 

52| 

Robert  Steel, 

do 

1  62| 

do 

do 

90 

John  Pleasant, 

do 

55 

T.  Strong, 

not  paid. 

do 

1  121 

Henry  Miller, 

do 

95 

A.  H.  Brown, 

not  paid. 

do 

85 

S.  Fleming, 

do 

27 

John  Decker, 

do 

25 

do 

do 

29 

A.  H.  Brown, 

not  paid. 

do 

63 

John  Pleasant, 

do 

40 

A.  H.  Brown, 

not  paid. 

I  auger, 

61 

F.  Snyder, 

do 

79 

do. 

Whiskey, 

80 

George  Glazier, 

2  picks, 

]  20 

James  Henderson, 

2  do 

1  40 

do 

2  do 

1  40 

do 

2  do 

1  45 

Martin  Flenner, 

1  do 

45 

R.  Plowman, 

1  lot  iron. 

1  00 

Henry  Isenberger. 

The  item  of  iron  sold  to  Philip  Hoffman,  he  refused  to  take,  and  it 
was  left  upon  my  hands  ;  _of  which,  since,  1  have  sold  eighty  pounds 
at  five  cents  per  pound,  the  balance  I  still  have  on  hand. 


The  above  is  a  true  copy  of  the  list  of  articles  sold  as  handed  to  me 
by  the  clerk.  It  is  the  original  list  I  have  received  of  the  moneys 
arising  from  said  sale,  all  except  what  is  marked  “  not  paid.” 
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I  have  not  rendered  any  account  of  this  money,  I  have  it  still  on 
hand.  I  sold  no  articles  while  supervisor  upon  the  Line  except  what 
is  contained  in  the  above  list. 

This  is  all  the  property  I  removed  from  the  canal,  except  the  iron 
mentioned  above.  1  never  gave  any  man  authority  or  authorized  any 
person  to  claim  pay  as  my  clerk. 

The  eight  barrels  of  flour  that  Stonebreaker  took  home  was  part  of 
the  original  lot  purchased  from  James  Morris. 

JOHN  WHITTAKER,  Jr. 
Sworn  9th  ol  August,  before  me,  Geo.  R.  Espy. 

August  10,  James  Steel,  sworn- — I  was  the  disbursing  officer  on 
the  canal  from  Huntingdon  to  Hollidaysburg,  appointed  by  the  late 
Board  of  Canal  Commissioners ;  I  paid  out  the  money  that  I  received, 
and  lifted  the  check  rolls,  which  were  proved  and  duly  certified  by  the 
supervisor  as  being  correct.  I  also  paid  bills,  duly  certified  by  the 
supervisor  and  commissary  of  supplies.  It  was  on  the  break  of  the 
canal,  between  the  points  aforesaid  in  1838,  that  I  was  disbursing 
officer.  I  had  no  control  over  any  of  the  officers,  supervisors,  or 
others ;  neither  to  appoint,  direct,  or  otherwise — I  considered  I  had 
no  authority  whatever,  except  to  pay  out  the  money.  The  object,  as 
i  understood  it,  in  my  appointment  by  the  Canal  Commissioners,  was 
to  pay  out  the  money  on  duly  certified  vouchers,  and  that  the  super¬ 
visors  were  to  have  the  whole  and  sole  control  of  the  work.  I  did 
not  know  exactly  my  duties.  When  I  first  started,  I  commenced  to 
pay  myself,  and  found  it  impracticable  ;  I  then  paid  to  the  supervisors 
and  their  foreman,  by  their  direcfion :  according  to  the  letter  of  in¬ 
structions  from  Mr.  Stevens,  one  ol  the  Canal  Commissioners,  which 
letter  I  handed  to  the  Auditor  General,  Mr.  Espy.  I  have  not  re¬ 
ceived  it  back  again.  On  Mr.  M’Connell’s  and  Hewit’s  divisions,  I 
personally  paid  no  money  to  any  of  the  foremen,  bosses,  or  hands, 
except  the  nrst  payment,  as  before  stated,  towards  the  June  and  July 
check  rolls,  except  by  my  clerk,  in  one  or  two  instances,  in  which  he 
paid  to  Dufly  and  Fenlon,  foremen  under  Mr.  McConnell.  All  the 
money  !  paid  on  Hewitt’s  division,  I  paid  to  himself  or  his  clerk,  and 
lifted  his  check  rolls.  On  Whittaker’s  division,  I  made  him  a  pay¬ 
ment  at  first  of  one  thousand  dollars,  on  account  of  his  check  rolls, 
He  afterwards  directed  me  to  advance  the  money  to  his  foremen, 
which  I  did.  I  advanced  them  money  from  time  to  time  to  enable 
them  to  pay  off  hands  that  were  going  away,  and  to  advance  to  them 
that  were  at  work  on  the  job,  and  at  the  end  of  the  month,  when  the 
rolls  were  brought  in,  sworn  to  by  the  foremen  and  certified  by  the 
,  supervisors  ;  I  then  paid  off  the  rolls  in  full.  These  advancements 
were  accounted  for,  and  the  balance  due  paid  in  money  by  me  (I  first 
used  to  pay  the  money  myself  to  the  hands,  but  found  it  impractica¬ 
ble,  and  having  the  letter  of  instruction  alluded  to,  to  pay  the  super¬ 
visors  ;  and  also  verbal  instructions  from  Mr.  Pennybacker  or  another 
of  the  Commissioners  to  the  same  effect ;  I  did  so,  believing  it  to  be 
right  to  do  so,  I  cannot  say  whether  I  would  have  considered  it  my 
duty  to  do  so,  had  I  not  received  the  letter  of  instructions.  The 
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businesvs  was  new  to  me,  and  I  did  not  know  exactly  what  was  my 
duty  under  my  appointment,  never  having  had  any  thing  to  do  with 
business  of  that  kind.  I  allude  to  the  time  of  my  appointment.  1 
never  had  any  intimation  of  my  appointment,  until  it  was  communi¬ 
cated  in  the  letter  alluded  to  above;  I  never  had  any  intimation  from 
the  Canal  Commissioners,  previous  to  my  appointment,  of  their 
wanting  any  person  to  fill  the  office;  subsequently  held  by  me :  I  saw 
Stevens  and  Pennypacker  once  or  twice;  or  may  be  ofterier,  after  my 
appointment  during  the  pendency  of  the  repairs  upon  the  break,  but 
never  had  any  conversation  with  them  as  to  the  object  of  my  appoint^ 
ment.  1  considered  I  had  authority  to  go  along  the  line  and  pay  the 
hands,  or  pay  the  money  to  the  supervisors,  whichever  1  chose, 
within  the  scope  of  the  powers  conferred  on  me,  by  appointment  ;  I 
considered  the  check  rolls,  vouchers,  and  bills  for  materials,  which  I 
received  from  the  supervisors  and  others,  as  good  evidence  of  my 
disbursement  of  the  public  mdhies  in  rny  hands,  for  which  I  expected 
the  state  to  give  me  credit.  I  received  verbal  instructions  from  Mr- 
Pennypacker,  that  when  the  Bills  were  certified  by  the  supervisors, 
or  by  the  superintendent  of  supplies,  to  be  correct,  I  was  then  to  pay 
them ;  and  when  the  check  rolls  were  sworn  to  by  the  foreman,  and 
certified  by  the  supervisors  in  the  usual  way,  I  was  to  pay  them. 

The  first  time  I  went  along  the  line  to  pay  the  hands,  I  found  the 
check  rolls  made  out,  except  when  corrections  were  made,  as  to  time, 
or  figures,  when  the  hands  complained  they  had  not  enough  ;  I  lifted 
the  rolls  then  and  paid  them.  The  supervisors  furnished  the  check 
rolls  to  the  foremen  ;  I  never  gave  any  directions  as  to  changing  the 
manner  of  keeping  the  check  rolls  to  any  person,  nor  did  I  know  of 
their  being  changed.  The  supervisors,  except  on  the  Whittaker’s 
division,  presented  the  check  rolls  to  me  themselves,  except  one  in¬ 
stance,  on  the  Hewit’s  division,  at  which  lime  his  clerk  brought  them 
down.  On  Whittaker’s  division,  the  rolls  were  brought  down  to  me 
by  the  foremen,  and  sworn  to  by  them.  Mr.  Whittaker  always 
came,  examined,  and  certified  to  them.  Mr.  Whittaker  always  ex¬ 
amined  and  certified  to  the  check  rolls  in  my  office  :  I  think  I  always 
examined  the  check  roll  oi  the  supervisors,  and  added  them  up. 
McConnell’s  and  Hewit’s  check  rolls  were  generally  certified  to, 
before  I  examined  and  added  them  up,  and  Whittaker’s  generally 
afterwards.  I  have  a  memorandum  of  the  amount  of  every  check 
roll,  and  of  every  bill,  and  the  name  of  every  individual  to  whom 
the  money  was  paid  ;  sometimes  the  check  rolls  came  to  me  attached, 
and  sometimes  I  attached  the  different  pieces  of  paper  to  vhich  they 
were  composed,  myself  together,  and  when  attached  were  afterwards 
sworn  to.  I  do  not  know  of  any  rolls  being  attached  after  sworn  to  ; 
The  reason  the  check  rolls  were  attached  was,  because  the  check 
rolls  as  printed,  would  not  hold  the  names.  I  do  not  know  of  my 
own  knowledge,  that  there  were  any  other  than  the  regular  foreman 
kept  time  of  hands.  I  understood  that  when  there  were  hands  en¬ 
gaged,  for  instance,  some  quarrying,  and  some  in  the  woods,  a  fore« 
man  accompanied  them,  and  kept  their  time,  and  reported  them  to  the 


103 


general  foreman  at  the  job,  in  the  evening,  who  swore  to  the  roll.  I 
don’t  know  that  this' was  general  alone  the  line,  it  was  in  some 
cases.  I  never  objected  to  the  manner  in  which  the  check  rolls  were 
ke])t,  not  knowing  but  what  the  way  in  which  they  were  kept  waj* 
was  the  right  way,  and  the  only  way.  The  check  rolls,  as  I  depo¬ 
sited  them  in  the  Auditor  General’s  office,  were  in  the  same  state  as 
I  received  them,  except  where  I  attached  them,  when  they  were 
handed  to  me,  in  peices,  as  I  before  slated.  1  never  received  a  part 
of  a  check  roll  at  one  time,  and  one  at  another  ;  I  can’t  tell  whether 
there  were  more  pieces  ol  paper  attached  in  one  check  roll  than  were 
necessary  or  not.  All  the  monies  I  received  on  account  of  the  break, 
1  received  on  warrants  drawn  by  Governor  Ritner  on  the  United 
States  and  Harrisburg  Banks,  except  the  fourteen  thousand  dollars  I 
received  personally  from  Governor  Ritner.  I  can’t  tell  what  amount 
I  received.  The  papers,  I  believe,  are  in  the  Auditor  General’s  office. 
if  I  had  them  I  could  tell,  1  could  get  viie  amount  by  going  to  my 
.  house ;  I  have  now  got  it. 

July,  183S.  To  cash  from  Governor  Ritner,  for  which  I 

gave  him  a  receipt,  $14,000 

do  do  To  warrant  on  Governor  Ritner  on  Bank  of 
United  States, 

Sept.  1838.  To  two  warrants  of  Governor  Ritner  on  Bank 
of  United  States,  amounting  together  to  the 
sum  of  76,000  00 

Oct.  1838.  To  warrant  of  Governor  Ritner  on  United 

States  Bank  for  53,000  00 

do.  do.  To  warrant  of  Governor  Ritner  on  United 

States  Bank,  for  50,000  00 

Dec.  1638.  To  warrant  of  Governor  Ritner  on  United 

States  Bank,  for  42,000  00 

do.  do.  I  think  on  warrant  of  Governor  Ritner  on 

Harrisburg  Bank,  the  sum  of  30.750  00 


00 


50,000  00 


$315,750  00 

Three  hundred  and  fifteen  thousand  seven  hundred  and  fifty  dol¬ 
lars,  which  is  all  the  money  I  drew  or  received  on  account  of  the 
break;  the  money  I  retained  or  received  from  the  supervisors  as 
board,  which  was  deducted  out  of  the  amount  of  the  check  rolls, 
making  hands  receipt  for  thirty  cents  per  day  more  tlian  they  re¬ 
ceived.  It  was  considered  as  the  best  plan,  and  their  pay  lo  appear 
in  full  on  the  roll,  from  which  a  deduction  was  made  by  the  super¬ 
visors  of  thirty  cents  per  day,  when  they  boarded  at  the  state  shantee, 
and  they  receipted  the  roll  for  both,  and  this  board  retained  was  re¬ 
turned  to  me,  which  I  am  chargeable  with.  The  hands  did  not  all 
bo|ird  at  the  state  shantees,  that  I  know  of.  I  have  no  knowledge  of 
how  many  boarded  at  the  slate  shantees,  or  how  many  did  not;  the 
supervisors  made  return  to  me  of  what  amount  of  board  was  to  be 
deducted  from  the  check  rolls,  and  accordingly  I  deducted  it,  and  am 
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chargeable  with  it.  Sometimes  the  supervisors  returned  me  a  list  of 
of  the  names  of  those  who  boarded  in  the  public  shantees,  and  some¬ 
times  they  did  not,  but  only  the  gross  amount.  On  all  tho  jobs,  the 
supervisors  returned  the  list,  except  on  Whittaker’s,  who  always 
examined  the  amount  returned  by  his  foremen,  who  returned  the 
same.  I  think  I  returned  the  lists  made  out  and  given  to  me.  Some¬ 
times  I  got  these  amounts  for  board ;  on  lists  with  the  names  of  the 
boarders,  sometimes  in  gross  amount,  on  a  slip  of  paper,  and  perhaps 
once  or  twice  on  Whittaker’s  job,  from  one  foreman  verbally. 

John  H.  Stonebreaker  was  the  foreman  who  gave  in  those  amounts 
verbally,  of  which  Mr.  Whittaker  was  cognizant^  The  reason  he 
gave  for  not  handing  chem  over  to  me  at  the  time,  was  that  he  had 
forgotten  them,  but  would  bring  them  in  at  another  time — but  never 
did  ;  the  whole  amount  of  board  and  smithing  that  I  received  on  the 
whole  line,  is  twenty-three  thousand  three  hundred  and  thirty-seven 
dollars  and  sixty-two  cents:  this  f is  all  that  was  given  in  to  me  by 
the  supervisors  or  their  foremen,  and  which  I  am  chargeable  with  ;  I 
think  I  have  all  the  papers  for  amounts  for  boarding  and  blacksmith- 
ing,  except  what  were  given  verbally  ;  I  think  there  were  two  in¬ 
stances  on  M’Connell’s  division,  in  which  provisions  had  been  sold 
from  two  shantees  that  were  returned  to  me,  and  I  charged  myself 
with  It :  one  was  returned  from  Rhube’s  shantee,  and  the  other  I 
don’t  recollect ;  I  kept  no  entries  of  these  accounts  in  books,  except 
the  return  I  made  to  the  Auditor  General ;  I  know  of  no  evidence 
by  which  the  Auditor  General  could  ascertain  the  exact  number  of 
men  from  which  the  thirty  cents  per  day  was  stricken  for  boarding 
at  the  slate  shantees,  other  than  my  account  furnished,  unless  he 
could  ascertain  the  same  from  the  foremen  who  were  on  the  lines  dur¬ 
ing  the  repairs,  and  kept  the  boarding  account :  there  was  no  proof 
or  affidavats  required  of  those  who  kept  the  boarding  accounts,  nor 
did  I  know  it  was  necessary ;  I  thought  if  the  supervisors  approved 
of  it,  it  was  all  that  was  necessary,  and  they  did  not  object  to  it,  or 
say  it  was  wrong — it  was  returned  to  me  as  correct.  When  the 
foremen  made  returns  on  Mr.  Whittaker’s  division  of  the  boarding, 
Mr.  Whittaker  always  came  to  my  office,  and  examined  what  amount 
of  board  was  returned:  when  John  H.  Stonebreaker  mad^  return  to 
me  verbally  of  the  boarding,  I  showed  to  Mr.  Whittaker  the  amount 
of  it,  then  in  gross  ;  I  don’t  know  that  Mr.  Whittaker  examined  these 
accounts  of  board  at  the  shantees:  in  one  instance,  he  made  the 
observafion,  as  respected  a  verbal  return  of  board  by  Stonebreaker, 
that  he  thought  it  was  hardly  enough  ;  I  don’t  recollect  that  he  ever 
spoke  to  me  afterwards  about  it ;  I  don’t  recollect  of  hearing  Mr. 
Whittaker,  or  other  persons  say,  that  Stonebreaker  had  taken  away 
provisions,  or  other  state  property  belonging  to  the  commonwealth, 
from  the  state  shantees,  until  I  heard  the  testimony  at  Water  Street ; 

I  heard  Captain  Whittaker  complain  that  Stonebreaker  had  taken 
away  flour  from  Neff’s  mills  to  his  shantee,  that  he  needed  on  the 
lower  jobs ;  I  heard  of  Stonebreaker  getting  eight  barrels  of  flour, 
got  from  James  Morrow  by  commonwealth  ,*  Sir.  Morrow  told  me 
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iWt  Sionebreaker  had  got  these  eight  barrels,  for  which  Stonebreaker 
bad  paid  him,  and  that  it  was  to  be  deducted  out  of  Mr.  Morrow’s 
account;  I  don’t  know  whether  it  was  any  part  of  that  lot  of  flour 
at  Neff’s  mills  or  not,  Mr.  M’Mutrie,  Commissary,  made  purchases 
and  certified  the  bills,  and  I  paid  them  ;  I  considered  that  either  the 
Commissary  or  the  Supervisors  had  the  right  to  lay  in  provisions, 
and  that  a  bill  from  either,  and  certified  by  either,  was  good  ;  I  did 
not  think  that  a  certificate  of  the  delivery  from  the  Commissary  was 
necessary;  1  thought  that  the  certificate  that  the  bill  was  correct, 
was  sufficient,  he  being  an  officer ;  I  never  took  any  oath  of  office, 
nor  was  I  required  by  the  proper  authority,  or  any  authority ;  I  gave 
bond — I  think  it  was  given  to  the  Governor,  for  the  use  of  the  com¬ 
monwealth  ;  I  am  not  certain  how  it  was  ;  I  think  Mr.  Pennypacker 
and  the  Governor  were  both  in  Huntingdon  at  the  time  the  bond  was 
signed,  and  it  was  then  given  to  the  Governor;  1  think  Mr.  Penny- 
packer  was  present.  The  amount  of  the  bond  was  in  the  sum  of  fifty 
thousand  dollars  ;  I  don’t  know  whether  the  Commissary  gave  bond 
or  not ;  the  authority  of  Commissary  M’Mutrie  did  not  extend  be¬ 
yond  the  break — according  to  my  understanding,  it  extended  to  the 
laying  in  of  supplies  for  the  use  of  the  break  only  ;  1  did  noCrequire 
of  Mr.  M’Mutiie  any  other  evidence  but  his  own  certificate  of  sup¬ 
plies  laid  in  for  the  break,  as  he  was  an  oflacer — believing  that  to  be 
sufficient ;  I  advanced  Mr.  M’Mutrie  money  two  or  three  times,  par¬ 
ticularly  when  he  went  to  buy  in  lumber,  spikes,  &c.  down  the  coun¬ 
try — the  amount  I  do  not  recollect.  When  I  advanced  money  to  Mr. 
M’Mutrie,  I  did  not  require  any  bail  of  him  ;  I  took  bail  from  Nich¬ 
olas  Hewi*  and  from  Alexander  M’Connell,  when  I  advanced  them 
money:  the  reason  why  the  receipts  were  given  in  the  name  of  the 
Supervisors  in  all  cases,  was,  so  far  as  I  understand,  because  it  had 
been  the  practice  to  do  so,  and  I  had  instructions  from  the  Canal 
Commissioners  to  lift  the  rolls  receipted  in  that  way.  The  Canal 
Commissioners  directed  me,  if  the  bills  were  certified  by  the  Commis¬ 
sary  or  Supervisors,  I  should  pay  them — and  if  the  rolls  were  certi¬ 
fied  by  the  Supervisors,  I  should  pay  them  ;  I  understood  the  instruc¬ 
tions  of  the  Canal  Commissioners  to  be,  that  1  should  take  the  re¬ 
ceipt  of  bills  in  my  own  name,  and  that  I  should  lift  the  check  rolls 
aud  pay  the  amounts  thereof,  as  though  the  Supervisors  had  paid 
them;  1  had  a  clerk,  Samuel  Steele,  jr.,  approved  of  by  the  Canal 
Commissioners,  at  a  salary  of  two  dollars  per  day.  On  two  kegs 
of  specie  received  by  me  from  the  United  States  Bank,  purporting  to 
contain  ten  thousand  dollars,  on  counting  them  out,  and  keeping  an 
account  of  the  draws,  they  lacked  or  were  deficient,  according  to  my 
account,  four  hundred  and  thirteen  dollars  and  some  cents — and  in 
making  a  draw  of  money  from  the  United  States  Bank,  in  a  lot  of 
one  hundred  dollar  notes,  there  was  a  deficiency  of  two  notes  of  one 
hundred  dollars  each  to  make  up  the  sum  for  which  I  receipted  :  the 
circumstance  being  made  known,  and  offered  to  be  proved  to  the 
Bank,  they  refused  to  rectify  it ;  I  have  never  retained  any  thing  to 
make  up  this  loss,  in  money  or  any  thing  else  belonging  to  the  conir 
monwealth. 
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'Question  by  Mr.  J.  M.  Bell,  Alloirmy, — A  notice  having  been 
served  upon  you  by  the  Auditor  General,  to  produce  the  original 
check  rolls  on  which  you  paid  out  the  monies  disbursed  by  you  as 
disbursing  agent  on  the  break  between  Huntingdon  and  Hollidays- 
burg,  in  the  year  1838 — I  wish  you  to  state  whether  you  know  of 
any  other  check  rolls  than  those  you  returned  to  the  Auditor  General’s 
office,  as  disbursing  officer  on  said  break. 

Answer. — There  are  no  other  check  roils  that  I  know  of :  in  some 
instances  there  were  time  books  kept  by  the  foremen,  in  which  there 
were  no  receipts ;  some  times  they  were  kept  in  books,  and  some 
times  on  a  piece  of  paper.  At  the  end  of  the  month,  the  accounts 
were  drawn  off  a  check  roll,  which  was  signed  by  the  hands,  sworn 
to  by  the  foremen,  and  certified  to  by  the  Supervisors  ;  I  call  a  check 
roll  and  a  time  book  different  papers  when  I  speak  of  them.  Of  my 
own  knowledge,  I  do  not  know  any  thing  about  the  time  books,  or 
the  manner  of  conducting  these  things. 

JAMES  STEELE. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  the  lOlh  day  of  August  1839, 
before  me,  Geo.  R.  Espy. 

Clark  Thuston,  sworn. ^ — I  was  employed  on  the  public  work,  I 
think  about  the  last  of  August  18-i8,  upon  the  break.  I  was  employed 
by  Mr.  Nicholas  Hevvil  to  drive  a  two  horse  team,  I  was  engaged  in 
hauling  provisions,  &,c.  The  first  month  1  was  kept  busy,  I  lost  only 
three  or  four  days;  the  second  month  tliere  were  six  or  seven  days 
that  I  think  I  did  not  drive,  from  that  time  the  teaming  fell  off  very 
fast,  and  for  the  last  few  weeks  almost  diminished  ;  1  recollect  that 
one  week  I  went  but  two  trips,  and  another  week  biP  one  ;  I  had  no 
team  myself  upon  the  work,  it  was  Mr.  Nicholas  Hewil’s  own  team, 
I  was  employed  to  drive;  1  staid  on  till  the  last  of  the  work,  and 
helped  to  haul  the  tools  from  Piper’s  dam  off  ihe  whole  line,  along  the 
whole  line  till  Hollidaysburg.  The  team  was  never  engaged  except 
when  I  drove  it,  some  days  when  idle,  or  not  engaged  upon  the  public 
W’orks,  I  hauled  wood  for  Nicholas  Hevvit  to  his  own  house,  and  to 
other  Citizens  ;  I  sometimes  hauled  goods  from  the  warehouses  to 
Peter  Hewit’s  store  and  for  other  merchants  in  Hollidaysburg,  from 
the  warehouses;  I  was  required  to  sign  the  check  roll  at  the  end  of 
every  month  ;  Mr.  Hewit  told  me  it  was  just  to  convince  the  people 
that  his  team  had  worked,  I  staid  on  the  break  in  this  capacity  until 
the  last  man  was  discharged  ;  Mr.  Hewit  always  look  me  up  to  his 
house,  in  Hollidaysburg,  to  sign  the  chock  roll  :  I  was  present  fre¬ 
quently  at  the  shantee  when  others  were  signing  it.  but  he  never  asked 
me,  to  sign  it  there  ;  I  never  signed  the  check  roll  any  place  else  than 
at  his  house  :  I  was  always  taken  by  myself :  I  never  looked  at  the 
roll  when  I  signed  it ;  I  always  thought  strange  why  he  took  me 
when  my  team  was  hitched  up,  and  by  myself,  when  no  person  was 
present ;  when  we  came  to  haul  away  the  good  tools,  and  they  were 
pretty  generally  gathered  up,  I  think  by  the  under  bosses,  I  was 
engaged  in  hauling  flour,  meat,  fish,  tSzc, ;  The  rpe^t  principally 
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•n  hogsheads,  it  was  kept  in  the  cellar  back  of  Peter  Hewii’s  store;  the 
heads  of  hogsheads  were  often  broken  in  :  I  was  in  town  at  the  time 
of  the  sale  of  the  goods  and  tools,  Nicholas  Hewit  told  me  they  went 
uncommonly  well  and  readily  :  don’t  recollect  of  ever  being  asked 

to  sign  any  paper,  but  a  check  roll ;  1  don’t  think  I  signed  this  ;  Hewit 
gave  me  ten  dollars  per  month  ;  I  never  saw  Nicholas  Hewit  work  but 
two  yoke  of  oken  ;  when  I  was  hauling  for  the  job  1  generally  slopped 
at  VVilliamsburg  all  night  making  one  trip  in  two  days,  I  could  have 
made  a  trip  in  one  day,  but  Mr.  Hewit  tolJ  me  to  stay  all  night,  and 
not  to  drive  hard  :  I  have  noticed  my  name  twice  on  the  same  check 
roll, but  1  was  not  asked  to  sign  to  any  but  one  of  them;  I  received  no 
money  from  Hewit,  but  ten  dollars  per  month  ;  I  received  nothing  for 
signing  the  check  rolls  :  When  I  w’as  hauling  and  arrived  with  a  load, 
I  boarded  at  the  public  shantee  ;  I  think  I  hauled  a  load  of  hands  up 
to  Fraukstown  and  Hollidaysburg  to  the  election  ;  1  think  I  hauled  up 
some  iron  from  the  state  works,  from  the  second  dam  above  Williams¬ 
burg,  to  Robert  M’Kee  at  Hollidaysburg — it  was  the  state  iron — I 
heard  Mr.  Hewit  and  him  talking  about  it. 

CLARK  THUSTON. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  the  lOlh  day  of  August  1839,  ? 

Before  me,  Geo.  R.  Espy.  5 

David  McMtjtrie,  Jr.,  sworn — I  w^as  appointed,  as  I  understoodf 
to  assist  the  supervisors  on  the  line,  and  designated  supeu'intendent  o- 
supplies.  I  did  not  do  much  at  it,  however  ;  I  received  my  appoint, 
ment  from  the  Board  of  Canal  Commissioners  ;  my  commission  is 
dated  the  second  day  of  July,  A.  D.  1838.  I  considered  my  duty  to 
be  to  purchase  any  thing  the  supervisors  thought  necessary,  when 
they  directed  me  to  do  so,  or  when  I  deemed  it  necessary  to  purchase 
any  thing  for  the  line  myself,  I  did  so.  When  1  was  appointed,  the 
Canal  Commissioners  told  me  to  go  on  and  purchase  every  thing  1 
conceived  necessary  for  the  repairs.  I  conceived  myself  vested  with 
authority  to  make  bargains  of  myself,  and  independent  of  the  super¬ 
visors,  and  without  their  directions.  I  think  my  powers  were  the 
same  as  the  supervisors,  as  far  as  furnishing  supplies  was  concerned, 
including  tools,  lumber,  and  provisions  for  the  works.  My  author¬ 
ity  did  not  extend  any  farther  than  the  purchase  of  supplies  as 
I  understood  it.  I  purchased  tools,  lumber,  and  provisions,  and  every 
thing  necessary  for  the  repairs,  of  myself,  without  being  instructed 
by  the  supervisors,  as  I  had  been  instructed  to  do,  by  the  Canal  Com¬ 
missioners ;  I  did  travel  along  the  line  for  the  purpose  of  ascertain¬ 
ing  what  would  be  necessary  to  be  purchased.  I  was  frequently 
along  the  line,  in  the  discharge  of  my  duty ;  I  cannot  tell  ho\v  often. 

I  did  not  generally  make  the  purchases  of  supplies  necessary  for  the 
repairs,  while  in  office.  The  supervisors^and  foremen  took  the  liberty 
of  purchasing  for  themselves,  and  that  is  the  reason  why  I  did  not 
always  purchase  them.  The  supervisors  had  notice  by  the  Canal 
Commissioners  of  my  appointment.  When  I  went  along  the  line  the 
first  lime,  I  enquired  of  the  supervisors  what  they  wanted  in  relation 
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to  the  repairs  :  I  got  a  list  from  Mr.  M’Connell  of  what  he  needed  ; 
he  was  the  only  one  who  gave  me  a  list,  at  that  time.  The  other 
supervisors  told  me  they  did  not  know  what  they  wanted:  Mr. 
McConnell  and  Whittaker  requested  me  afterwards  to  purchase  for 
them  what  they  needed.  Mr.  Hewit  never  asked  me  to  purchase  any 
thing  for  him.  My  duties  were  confined  to  Mr.  McConnell  and 
Whittaker;  I  purchased  supplies  for  them,  when  requested  by  them. 
In  making  purchases  of  supplies,  I  bought,  and  Major  Steel  paid  for 
them,  generally  ;  sometimes  I  paid  for  them  :  some  of  the  money  was 
furnished  me  by  Major  Steel,  and  some  of  it  paid  out  of  my  own 
pocket.  I  certified  to  all  the  purchases  made  by  myself;  I  think  I 
did  certify  to  some  of  the  purchases  made  by  others  than  myself:  I 
recollect  one  bill  of  tools  purchased  at  Harrisburg,  by  Mr.  Penny- 
packer:  I  think  I  received  the  articles  at  Huntingdon;  1  do  not  re¬ 
collect  having  certified  to  more  than  two  or  three  bills  of  goods  pur¬ 
chased  by  others,  I  think  the  whole  amount  of  the  bills  I  certified 
to  did  not  amount,  in  all,  to  more  than  $10,000,  during  the  lime  I 
was  in  office.  The  balance  of  the  supplies  were  purchased  by  the 
supervisors  and  the  foremen.  The  Canal  Commissioners  were  in 
this  town  (Huntingdon)  when  they  appointed  me  :  I  do  not  recollect 
any  written  instructions  given  to  me,  other  than  that  contained  in  my 
commission  relating  to  my  duties  as  superintendent  of  supplies.  The 
Canal  Commissioners  were  frequently  here,  during  my  continuance 
in  office :  I  received  no  verbal  instructions  from  the  Canal  Commis¬ 
sioners,  other  than  that  contained  in  my  commission.  My  first  pur¬ 
chase  was  twenty-eight  hogsheads  of  bacon,  which  I  did  at  the 
instance  of  Mr.  Pennypacker.  They  were  purchased  at  Hollidays- 
burg.  That  bacon  was  divided  between  Mr.  McConnell  and  Mr» 
Whittaker;  the  largest  proportion  of  it  was  given  to  Mr.  McConnell. 
I  think  the  price  of  the  bacon  was  nine  and  one-fburth  or  nine  and 
one-half  cents  per  lb.  I  kept  no  account  of  my  official  duties — I 
have  neither  book  nor  paper  to  show  what  I  did  officially.  I  did  all 
the  business  in  the  shape  of-kills,  which  bills  were  delivered  to  Mr. 
Steel.  I  bought  the  bacon;  it  was  stored  at  Hollidaysburg ;  I  for¬ 
warded  a  few  loads,  and  the  balance  was  taken  when  wanted  by  the 
supervisors.  I  purchased  forty  or  fifty  barrels  of  flour  from  Thomas 
Jackson,  at  Hollidaysburg,  which  were  taken  to  McConnell’s  division. 
I  think  I  paid  $0  50  or  $7  per  barrel,  for  the  flour.  I  bought  no  other 
large  lot  of  articles  at  Hollidaysburg:  I  do  not  know  what  teams  haul¬ 
ed  thesearticles  from  Hollidaysburg,  which  I  purchased  there;  I  paid 
two  or  three  small  bills  for  hauling,  amounting  to  about  from $10  to 
$15  00.  I  certified  to  two  bills  for  teams;  gOOOO  was  about  the 
amount  of  them  both,  they  were  the  onl}-  ones  I  certified  to,  except 
those  above  mentioned  ;  I  had  no  teams  of  my  own  ;  I  purchased  for 
the  use  of  the  commonwealth  along  the  Susquehannah  river,  at  differ¬ 
ent  points,  to  the  amount  of  from  three  to  four  hundred  thousand  feet 
of  two  inch  plank,  the  number  of  feet  may  be  less  than  three  hun¬ 
dred  thousand ;  1  cannot  now  say  how  much  I  paid  for  the  lumber, 
different  prices,  varying  from  $11  00  to  $35  00  per  thousand  feet. 
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It  was  two  inch  plank ;  I  think  the  average  price  of  the  plank  was 
about  $13  00  per  thousand.  I  cannot  say  how  many  feet  of  the 
different  prices  of  plank,  1  bought.  I  got  some  of  the  lumber  brought 
up,  and  some  of  it  was  brought  up  by  the  persons  I  purchased  from. 
When  I  made  the  contracts  for  the  lumber,  I  received  the  delivery  of 
a  portion  of  it,  on  the  bank  of  the  river,  and  portion  at  Hunting¬ 
don.*  That  portion  of  the  lumber,  that  I  had  brought  to  Hunting¬ 
don,  the  commonwealtlj  paid  for  the  carriage  of  it ;  I  never  bought 
any  square  timber,  but  I  certified  to  some  that  was  brought.  To  Mr. 
McConnell’s  and  Mr.  Whittaker’s  lines,  I  furnished  supplies  generally. 

I  have  a  partner  in  a  store  in  this  town ;  I  never  bought  any  articles 
for  the  firm,  and  then  sold  them  to  the  commonwealth,  nor  do  I  know 
that  my  partner  ever  did. 

I  was  not  concerned  in  the  purchase  of  a  lot  of  cattle  with  Mr. 
Fridley,  in  any  manner  whatever,  only  as  one  of  his  bail,  with  Judge 
Kerr  and  Charles  H.  Miller,  for  the  purchase  of  a  lot  of  cattle,  the 
entire  profits  of  which  purchase  Mr.  Fridley  reapt  himself,  as  far  as  I 
know  ;  1  never  saw  any  of  the  check  rolls  of  any  of  the  supervisors, 
or  of  any  of  the  foremen,  on  the  line,  nor  do  I  know  any  thing  about 
them,  except  when  I  saw  them  when  they  came  to  Mr.  Steel’s  office 
in  this  town  ;  I  did  express  my  suspicions  of  mismanagement  on  the 
line,  when  I  was  engaged  on  it,  but  I  cannot  recollect  to  whom  I  did 
so :  There  were  a  number  of  persons  besides  myself  who  expressed 
their  suspicions  of  mismanagement  on  the  line,  but  I  cannot  tell  pre¬ 
cisely  who  they  were;  I  think  it  more  than  likely  I  expressed  my 
apprehensions  of  mismanagement  on  the  line  to  the  Canal  Commis¬ 
sioners;  what  I  mean  by  mismanagement  on  the  line,  is  with  reference 
to  the  supplies,  I  do  not  know  that  I  ever  mentioned  my  doubts  to  Mr. 
Steel :  Any  goods  purchased  out  of  my  store  for  the  use  of  the  com¬ 
monwealth  were  not  sold  by  my  order,  in  my  official  capacity  ;  the 
supervisors,  foremen,  and  myself,  purchased  goods  from  Fisher  and 
M’Mutrie,  the  same  as  out  of  any  other  store  :  When  we  delivered 
goods  to  the  foremen,  they  were  always  given  on  the  responsibility  of 
the  supervisors.  There  were  chests  of  tea,  and  bags  of  coffee  pur¬ 
chased  at  different  times,  for  the  line ;  1  think  John  K.  Stonebreaker 
purchased  while  he  was  on  the  line,  a  chest  of  tea  and  a  bag  of  coffee, 
for  his  own  private  use:  When  goods  were  purchased  for  the  use  of 
the  line,  they  were  always  charged  to  the  commonwealth  by  the  person 
who  got  them  :  I  never  paid  any  bills  for  work  done  by  hands  and 
charged  th%commonwealth  with  it,  as  goods  sold  out  of  the  store,  nor 
do  I  know  of  any  such  thing  having  been  done  by  others,  nor  did  I 
ever  pay  any  person’s  bill,  and  charge  it  to  the  commonwealth  alter- 
wards  as  merchandise  sold  out  of  the  store:  The  whiskev  I  furnished 
the  line  with  I  understood  T  did  it  by  authority  of  the  Canal  Commis¬ 
sioners  :  I  never  charged  the  commonwealth  for  any  articles  furnished 


*  I  think  one  hundred  thousand  teet  was  delivered  by  Mr.  Brown,  at  Hunt 
ingdon. 
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lo  the  line  a  higher  price  than  I  paid  for  it ;  after  the  break  I  think 
meat  rose  in  value  and  flour  fell:  When  I  purchased  goods  for  the 
use  of  the  line,  i  consider  I  always  purchased  to  the  besf^advaatage, 
and  I  do  not  know  that  I  could  have  bought  lower  than  I  did  :  Mr. 
Pennypacker  ordered  me  to  furnish  my  bill  in  my  own  name  to  the 
commonwealth  for  any  goods  I  furnished  with  my  own  money — I  did 
})urchase  goods  with  my  own  money,  which  I  sold  to  the  common¬ 
wealth,  and  made  out  my  bill  in  my  own  name,  as  directed,  and  got 
my  money  ;  I  did  not  charge  the  commonwealth  more  for  those  goods 
than  I  paid  for  them,  my  partner  Mr.  Fisher  had  no  interest  in  the 
sale  of  those  goods  either  directly  or  indirectly  ;  1  paid  Mr.  Brown 
the  carriage  on  all  the  lumber  he  brought  to  this  place,  I  do  not  recol¬ 
lect  any  oT  the  men,  who  delivered  lumber  at  this  place  with  whom  1 
contracted  to  deliver  it  at  Huntingdon ;  1  was  employed  each  day  in 
the  business  of  the  commonwealth,  I  have  charged  it  with  in  my  bill ; 
I  recollect  Mr.  Neff’s  team,  Mr.  Brewbaker’s  team,  and  Mr.  Wood¬ 
cock’s  teams,  hauled  lumber  for  the  line;  I  never  paid  any  of  them, 
nor  do  I  know  how  their  teams  was  kepi;  I  never  had  any  thing  allow¬ 
ed  me  for  my  travelling  expenses,  while  I  was  employed  on  the  line  : 
I  cannot  tell  the  reason  that  induced  the  Canal  Commissioners  to  sell 
the  property  :  Mr  Steel  never  kept  the  accounts  of  the  hands  to  my 
knowledge,  I  do  not  know  the  reason  why  the  hands  signed  the  check 
rolls  for  more  money  than  they  received,  I  mean  lo  say  with  reference 
to  the  deduction  of  their  boarding;  I  paid  Mr.  Brown,  by  bill,  separate 
from  the  purchase  of  the  lumber,  for  hauling  it  to  Huntingdon. 

D.  M’MUTRIE- 

Sworn  and  subscribed,  before  me,  this  21st  day  ) 
of  August,  A.  D.  1839,  Geo.  R.  Espy.  $ 

Tho  following  questions  put  after  the  examination  had  been  finished 
and  signed  : — “  Did  the  lumber  which  you  now  own  in  this  town, 
belong  to  the  commonwealth.” 

Answer  by  Mr.  M’Mutrie: — Part  of  it  did.  I  bought  it  and  paid 
for  it  with  my  own  money  ;  I  bought  it  of  Nicholas  Hewit  and  paid 
him  for  it ;  I  think  I  bought  of  him  five  hundred  feet  of  two  inch  plank. 
No  other  part  of  my  lumber  that  I  now  have,  ever  belonged  lo  the 
commonwealth,  or  that  1  have  had  since  the  break.  I  paid  him  ten 
dollars  for  the  five  hundred  feet. 

D.  M’MUTRIE. 

Signed  22  August,  1839,  before  me,  Geo.  R.  Espy. 

Daniel  Glaizer,  sworn. — I  was  engaged  on  the  break  as  a  hand, 
in  the  year  1838;  Mr.  Whittaker  employed  me;  I  had  a  team  during 
all  the  lime  I  was  at  work,  which  was  engaged  with  me  on  the  line  ; 
I  drove  my  own  team — it  was  a  four  horse  team  ;  I  was  allowed  $6 
per  day  for  myself  and  team  ;  I  drew  about  $350  00,  as  near  as  I 
can  recollect.  The  time  of  my  team  was  kept  on  the  check  roll;  I 
hauled  eleven  loads  in  a  eleven  days  from  Huntingdon  to  Water 
SUeet,  which  was  kept  on  a  bill ;  I  had  time  on  check  roll  before 
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and  after  the  bill  was  made  ;  Thomas  M’Gee  kept  my  time  on  check 
roll;  four  teams,  including  my  own,  were  the  most  that  were  em¬ 
ployed  at  the  Huntingdon  dam  at  any  one  time;  I  think  these  four 
teams  continued  about  a  month,  and  after  that,  I  think,  there  were 
only  two  teams  ;  Cornprop’s  team  was  a  two  horse  team  :  there  were 
no  ox  teams  employed  there;  I  think  I  quit  about  the  middle  ot  Nov¬ 
ember;  Cornprop’s  team  continued  till  the  work  was  finished.  There 
were  about  thirteen  carts  employed  on  the  work  ;  Cornprop  owned 
either  four  or  five  carts,  and  M’Gee  one;  M’Gee  some  times  rode 
his  horse,  and  some  times  put  him  in  the  cart.  There  was  no  other 
riding  horse  kept  there,  except  M’Gee’s  ;  I  did  not  board  at  the  pub¬ 
lic  shantee,  bnt  took  my  dinner  there  each  day :  all  the  hands  board¬ 
ed  there  except  myself,  and  one  or  two  citizens  of  Huntingdon.  It 
is  two  miles  from  the  town  of  Huntingdon  to  the  dam ;  I  did  occa¬ 
sionally  take  up  a  load  of  lumber;  my  team  was  permitted  to  come 
to  town,  for  the  convenience  of  keeping  ii ;  I  saw  the  loads  of  lumber 
hauled  from  the  creek  by  the  two  horse  teams :  they  hauled  about 
one  half  dozen  plank  at  a  load — the  plank  was  about  four  inches 
thick :  they  did  not  haul  more  than  two  loads  per  day  ;  Thomas 
M’Gee  paid  me  my  money  on  the  check  roll,  and  Major  Steele  paid 
me  on  the  bill;  I  was  called  on  by  S.  Steele  to  sign  a  paper  for  more  mo¬ 
ney  than  I  had  received:  after  I  had  been  paid  off,  he  came  to  me  with 
a  paper  and  asked  me  to  sign  it;  I  asked  him  what  it  meant:  he  told  me, 
after  I  refused  to  sign  it  without  knowing  what  it  was,  that  he  had 
not  been  paid  out,  and  that  that  was  the  only  way  he  had  to  get 
his  money  ;  I  told  him  I  would  not  sign  it :  he  then  made  a  few 
threats,  after  which  he  offered  me  the  half  of  the  money  if  I  would 
sign  the  paper  ;  I  still  refused,  and  did  not  sign  the  paper.  He  asked 
me  once  before,  how  much  hauling  I  had  done ;  I  think  he  had  the 
same  amount  on  the  paper  when  he  asked  me  to  sign  it  a  second  time. 
This  proposition  was  made  after  I  had  finished  hauling;  I  was  asked 
frequently  by  Steele  afterwards  to  sign  the  paper,  but  I  still  refused  ; 
Samuel  Steele  is  a  cousin  to  Major  Steele,  the  Superintendent,  and  I 
think  he  was  clerk  to  both  Whittaker  and  Major  Steele ;  Ido  not 
know  that  he  done  any  thing  but  act  as  clerk  on  the  works :  the 
hands  on  the  job  at  the  dam  did  not  work  very  well — they  w^ere  fre¬ 
quently  seen  sitting  idle:  they  idled  much  of  their  time  ;  I  heard  of 
hands  being  turned  off  for  their  political  sentiments  alone  :  Mr. 
M’Gee,  the  foreman,  idled  much  of  his  time  about  the  shanlees, 
lounging  about  with  the  girls,  and  the  same  shantee  tliat  Peg  Beatty 
was  at  work  in  ;  Cornprop  was  a  boss,  who  also  spent  much  of  his 
time  idly  during  hours  of  labor ;  I  saw  a  number  of  men,  said  to  be 
state  hands,  come  to  the  Huntingdon  dam  to  attend  the  inspectors’  elec- 
'-ion;  I  do  not  suppose  the  number  \vere  more  than  fifty;  I  also  attended 
he  inspectors’  election  ;  I  think  my  team  was  allowed  for  that  day. 
When  I  returned  from  the  election  to  the  job,  I  saw  not  a  man  there  : 
I  do  not  think  any  of  the  hands  worked  after  twelve  o’clock,  M.,  that 
day  ;  I  think  the  paper  Samuel  Steele  wanted  me  to  sign  after  I  had 
been  paid  off,  was  like  the  one  I  signed  for  the  eleven  days  hauling, 
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for  which  Major  Steele  paid  me ;  Samuel  Steele  and  I  were  very  inti¬ 
mate  before  he  offered  me  the  above  paper  ;  I  always  understood  that 
Samuel  Steele  stood  fair  in  society  for  his  good  moral  character ;  1 
do  thinkj  by  proper  management,  the  teams  on  the  job  might  have 
done  as  much  or  more  work  as  they  did  while  they  were  employed 
there,  and  the  reason  why  they  did  not  do  as  much  work  as  they 
oughti  was  that  the  bosses  neglected  their  business  |  I  was  not  requir¬ 
ed  to  help  to  load  my  team — hands  were  furnished  me  to  load  it. — 
What  I  have  before  stated  about  the  hands  vvorking,  was  common  talk 
among  them — they  got  along  easily;  Mr.  Whittaker  did  not  come 
often  to  see  them. 

DANIEL  GLAZIER. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  before  mCj  this  21st  day  of  > 

August^  1839,  Geo;  R.  Espy.  \ 

John  Africa,  sworn — I  was  engaged  on  the  public  works  in  1838, 
at  and  below  Huntingdon,  till  the  month  of  November,  1838,  on  that 
part  of  the  line  where  the  water  was  in,  and  boats  running  on  ;  Abel 
H.  Brown  was  the  foreman,  and  kept  the  time.  It  is  about  four  miles 
from  the  place  where  the  water  was  in  to  Piper’s  dam,  where  Mr. 
Brown  worked  ;  Mr.  Brown  did  not  come  often  to  see  us.  Each 
hand  kept  an  account  of  his  time  ;  Mr.  Brown  made  out  his  accounts 
of  our  time,  from  our  statements  of  it.  Henry  Holtright  worked  with 
me  on  the  flat — in  the  month  of  November  we  worked  twelve  and 
one-half  days — in  October  we  worked  a  few  days  on  the  job,  at  the 
Huntingdon  dam.  Mr.  Brown  kept  our  time  there  also.  It  was  said 
that  Mr.  Brown  bought  the  shantees  at  Piper’s  dam;  I  understood 
that  he  bought  them  from  the  supervisor,  Mr.  Hewit ;  I  understood 
that  Brown  got  the  shantees  for  $25  0"^. 

JOHN  AFRICA. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me  this  22nd  day  of  August,  1839, 
Giio.  R.  Espy. 

Clark  Thurston,  recalled — I  carried  some  of  the  best  of  the 
hams,  out  of  the  same  hogshead,  into  Mr.  Hewit’s  house,  for  the  use 
of  the  house,  that  I  carried  to  the  shantee  on  the  job.  Both  Mr.  and 
M  rs.  Hewit  directed  me  to  carry  these  hams  into  the  house.  I  car¬ 
ried  hams  into  the  house  at  different  times,  just  as  they  needed  it  for 
house  use;  I  do  not  recollect  of  carrying  more  than  one  ham  at  a  time. 
Mr.  Hewit  at  one  time  told  me  to  take  a  number  from  a  hogshead  in 
the  stable  and  lay  it  in.  Mr.  Hewit’s  cellar  is  in  the  house.  I  think 
the  number  must  have  been  about  twenty  or  twenty -five,  I  took  into 
the  cellar :  I  was  not  directed  to  keep  an  account  of  the  weight  of 
these  hams  :  I  took  hams  out  of  the  same  hogshead  for  the  house, 
that  I  took  out  of  for  the  shantees,  sometimes  I  would  take  one  or 
two  for  the  house,  the  rest  to  the  shantees:  I  was  not  required  to 
keep  any  account  of  the  weight  of  the  meat  at  all.  Part  of  the  stable 
was  kept  as  a  store  house,  to  put  meat  and  whiskey-  in,  belonging  to 
the  commonwealth.  Mr.  Weily  took  up  to  his  own  house  some  bed 
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clothes  from  the  sh  an  tee,  before  the  sale  ;  Mrs.  Weiley  kept  a  number 
of  the  clothes  for  her  own  use  :  I  took  eleven  comforts  to  Mr.  He  wit's 
house  myself — I  think  Mrs.  Weiley  kept  about  the  -saoie  number : 
I  think  I  took  some  boxes  from  the  job  to  Alexander  McVicker's 
house,  in  Frankstown,  (Mr.  McVidier  was  a  foreman  on  the  works,) 
ihe  boxes  were  nailed  up  :  there  wore  some  potatoes  I  got  from  Afr. 
W.  Comb,  I  took  them  to  Mr.  Hevvii’s  house  ;  Mr.  Hewit  told  me  to 
■pick  out  a  few  bushels  of  the  best,  for  the  house,  and  take  the  restto 
the  job.  I  took  of  the  flour  Mr.  Hewit  got  of  Mr.  Hill,  to  the  house  ; 
by  the  directiou  of  Mr.  Hewit,  it  was  kept  in  Mr.  Peter  PlewiPs  car¬ 
riage  house:  I  kook  all  that  the  house  used  while  1  was  there;  I 
think  I  took  eight  or  ten  barrels  ;  some  of  the  fiour  was  damaged  and 
could  not  be  used,  for  family  use:  Mrs.  Hewit  told  me  to  get  good 
flour ;  1  think  I  took  the  flour  out  ef  the  same  lot,  for  the  use  of  the 
house,  that  was  used  for  the  job.  There  was  no  account  kept,  by 
either  Mr.  Plewit  or  his  clerks,  of  the  amount  of  provisions  I  took  to 
the  works — I  loaded  generally  myself:  there  were  no^uestions  asked 
me  as  to  what  I  had, — some  of  the  old  iron,  and  some  o(  the  new 
iron,  I  left  -at  Mr.  HewiPs  barn.  J  do  not  recollect  that  any  account 
of  the  provisions  I  took  to  the  works,  was  kept  by  Mr.  Hewit  or  his 
-clerks.;  Mr.  Hewit  occasionaPy  asked  me  what  I  had  in  the  waggon; 
I  do  not  know  that  ever  there  was  any  account  kept  of  live  articles  I 
took  to  the  works.  I  never  was  rerjuired  to  keep  an  account  cf  the 
number  ol  pieces  I  loaded  my  wagon  with,  or  the  weight.  Mr. 
Hewit  often  asked  me  what  they  wanted  next  on  the  job. 

CLARK  THURSTON. 

Subscribed  before  me  this  22d  day  of  August,  18.39,  Geo.  R.  Espy. 

James  M’Cauley,  sworn. — I  was  engaged  to  bring  a  boat  load  of 
plank  frooj  Columbia  for  the  commonwealth,  passed  loll  free,  I  think 
it  was  in  August  1838,  I  had  seventeen  thousand  some  odd  feet  at 
62^  cents  per  one  hundred  feet,  board  measure;  I  delivered  thenj  at 
Huntingdon;  Mr,  D.  M’Mu trie  directed  a  lot  of  these  plank  to  ne 
selected  for  bis  own  use,  I  think  there  w'as  from  one-third  or  ©ne- 
iburth  of  them  selected  by  his  order:  The  portion  of  the  plank 
selected,  were  the  be.st  of  the  lot,  I  think  they  were  two  inch,  white 
pine  plank,  Mr.  M’Mutrie  found  three  men  to  help  -me  unload  the 
-plank,  and  I  found  one,  George  Reiley  was  the  name  of  the  man  that 
helped  nie  to  unload  the  plank;  1  understood  the  hands  sent  by 
M’lViutrie  to  help  to  unload  the  plank  were  state  hands;  Mr. 
M’Mutrie  paid  me  for  fetching  up  the  plank-:  The  men  in  Columbia, 
told  me  the  plank  were  state  plank,  and  would  pass  free  of  toll,  I  paid 
no  toll  on  them  :  Mr.  Long  had  a  contract  to  carry  all  the  plank,  at 
$2  50  per  thousand,  as  1  understood  it.; 'the  Baltimore  company  and 
myself  got  625  cents  per  thousand  for  carrying  the  plank;  Mr.  Long 
kept  a  warehouse  at  the  basin,  above  Huntingdon,  at  that  time :  We 
unloaded  the  plank,  on  the  berme  bank  of  the  canal,  above  the  bridge, 
there  were  no  other  plank  there  at  that  time. 

JAMES  M’CAULEY. 

Sworn  and  subscribed,  before  me,  23d  August,  1839,  Geo.  R.  Espy. 
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Geoege  W.  HampsoNj.  sworn. — I  worked  at  the  Huntingdon  dam,, 
in  Augu.st  1838,  two  weeks  as  a  laborer:  i  was  engaged  in  taking 
the  stone  across  the  river  in  a  flat  to  the  lock Thomas  M’Gee  acted; 
as  clerk,  he  was  not  a  hand,  M’Gee  kept  the  check  roll,  and  time  ol 
the  men:  I  cannot  recollect  the  name  of  the  man  who  employed  me, 
he  appeared  to  be  a  boss  on  the  job  ;  he  and  Gibbons  had  charge  of 
the  whole  work:  There  was  about  one  hundred  men  employed  on  the 
job,  where  I  was  then  ;  they  pretty  much  ail  boarded  at  the  state 
shantee;  There  were  two  or  three  who  boarded  at  Huntingdon:. 
About  six  or  eight  men  worked  on  the  flat  with  me  ;  I  was  paid  IT  50- 
per  day,  thirty  cents  per  clay  was  deducted  for  my  boarding;  Mr. 
Steel  paid  me  for  the  time  1  was  there  :  Mr.  M’Gee  look  down  the 
time  of  every  Iiand  on  the  job,  each  day. 

G.  W.  HAMPSON. 

Sworn  and  Subscribed,  before  me,  this  23d  day  of  > 

August  1839,  Geo.  R.  Espy.  ^ 

W.  R.  Hampson,  sworn^ — I  was  employed  by  the  Supervisor^  Mr. 
Reed,  at  Piper’s  dam,  on  the  Juniata  division,  Pennsylvania  canal, 
soon  after  the  break,  about  the  25th  of  June,  1838  ;  1  was  employed 
to  superintend  the  hands  and  keep  their  time;  1  did  keep  their  time 
all  the  time,  except  a  few  days  I  was  at  Pittsburg,  in  September,  1838  ; 

I  took  paper  and  made  check  rolls  for  myself,  on  which  I  kept  the 
lime,  and  at  the  end  of  the  month  transferred  it  to  the  printed  check 
rolls;  I  visited  all  the  men  on  the  job  daily  :  the  bosses  in  the  quar¬ 
ry,  who  kept  the  time  of  the  men  there,  and  reported  to  me  daily 
what  proportion  of  the  day  each  man  worked.  At  the  end  of  the 
month,  I  gave  tho  time  to  Mr.  Brown,  who  put  it  on  the  check  rolls 
that  went  to  Harrisburg ;  Mr.  Brown  was  part  of  his  lime  employed 
in  furnishing  materials  for  the  shantees,  and  part  of  the  time  in  su¬ 
perintending  the  hands  ;  Mr.  Brown  did  not  require  me  to  furnish 
him  with  an  account  of  the  time  of  the  men  under  oath,  nor  of  any  of 
the  other  bosses  under  him ;  Mr.  Brown  swore  to  the  check  rolls. — 
The  hands  generally  boarded  at  the  public  shantee,  about  ten  in  num¬ 
ber  :  during  the  month  of  July  and  part  of  August,  we  had  employed 
from  one  hundred  and  fifty  to  one  hundred  and  seventy  men  ;  Mr. 
Brown  had  one  three  horse  team  on  the  job,  at  work  from  beginning 
to  the  end  of  the  work  ;  I  think  Mr.  Brown  had  one  cart  and  horse 
at  work,  one  or  more  days  ;  the  horse  that  was  put  in  the  cart,  was 
one  of  Mr.  Brown’s  team  horses.  There  was  no  ox  teams  on  that 
work;  Mr.  Brown  generally  bought  the  provisions  for  the  public 
shantee  himself,  except  bacon  and  molasses,  which  were  furnished 
by  Mr.  D.  M’Mutrie :  the  furniture  belonging  to  the  shantee,  was  all 
locked  up  in  it  on  the  day  we  quit  work  ;  I  understood,  by  report, 
that  Mr.  Brown  bought  the  shantee  himself;  Mr.  Brown  was  the 
man  who  attended  to  getting  the  boards  to  build  the  shantees.  There 
w'ere  fifteen  carts  at  work  on  the  w'ork  at  one  time  while  I  was  there ; 
they  were  paid  $2  25  ;  some  of  the  carts  were  drove  by  men,  and 
some  by  boys — the  youngest  boy  was  about  fifteen  years  of  age ; 


115 


Mr.  Uttly  had  a  cart  on  the  job — a  boy  by  the  name  of  M’Conestcr 
drove  it :  there  was  no  man  kept  on  the  check  roll  who  drove  a  cart  : 
Mr.  Brown,  when  absent,  had  no  other  evidence  of  the  time  of  iht* 
men,  except  by  my  report;  I  was  generally  present  when  the  hands 
were  paid  off:  they  were  either  paid  by  orders  drawn  by  mysell, 
Mr.  Brown  and  l\lr.  Uttly,  on  Mr.  Steele,  or  by  Mr.  Brown  in  per¬ 
son  ;  I  do  not  recollect  whether  Mr.  Whittaker  examined  all  the 
chock  rolls  before  payment,  or  not.  At  the  end  of  each  month,' Mr. 
Brown  copied  my  check  roll,  and  made  out  his  from  mine  :  the  num¬ 
ber  of  days  were  carried  out  on  mine,  and  then  copied  on  his ;  I  do 
not  know  whether  the  check  rolls  were  passed  before  or  after  the 
copying  of  them.  The  reason  why  the  cheek  rolls  were  cut  at 
the  bottom  and  top  and  pasted  together,  was  that  it  might  appear  that 
they  were  all  for  the  same  month  ;  Mr.  Brown  had  been  a  foreman 
from  the  commencement  of  Mr.  Ritner’s  administration  ;  Mr.  Brown 
never  told  me  why  he  altered  his  plan  of  keeping  the  check  rolls:  i 
recollect  of  one  barrel  of  flour  sold  by  Mr.  Brown  to  Daniel  Reed, 
from  the  state  shantee  ;  1  recollect  of  no  other  articles  being  sold. — 
We  had  two  boarding  shantees<there — they  were  kept  by  Daniel 
M’Conester  and  Thomas  Demers  :  Daniel  M’Conesler  was  left  in  oni- 
of  the  ehantees  when  I  left  the  work  :  a  part  of  my  check  rolls  were 
left  in  the  desk  in  the  office  at  the  work,  with  Mr.  Brown  :  1  was  in 
the  habit  of  hiring  and  discharging  hands:  the  work  was  stopped  a 
part  of  the  day  of  the  inspectors’  election,  and  all  the  hands,  except 
two  or  three,  cam.e  to  Huntingdon  to  the  election  :  the  hands  were 
allowed  hall  a  day  for  that  day- — they  worked  in  the  forenoon.  The 
state  teams  hauled  the  lumber  from  Huntingdon  that  was  used  at  the 
work:  the  two  state  flats  were  left  at  the  dam,  or  the  dam  below. — 
The  highest  number  of  teams  we  had  at  one  time  on  the  work,  wa.'^ 
six  two  horse  teams,  one  three  horse  team  and  three  four  horse 
teams:  there  were  but  tv/o  two  horse  teams  that  were  there  all  the 
time,  at  four  dollars  per  day;  the  time  of  the  teams  was  kept  on  the 
check  rolls  ;  I  was  paid  two  dollars  per  day  for  every  day  I  was  on 
the  work,  Sundays  included ;  I  acted  as  foreman  about  5  months  the 
season  before  the  break,  and  kept  the  time  of  the  hands ;  I  never 
attached  two  check  rolls  together  :  I  do  not  know  that  either  Mr. 
Steele  or  Mr.  Whittaker  objected  to  the  check  rolls  being  kept  iii 
that  way. 

W.  R.  HAMPSON. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  berore  me,  this  23d  day  J 
of  August,  1839,  Geo.  R.  Espy.  ^ 

Joseph  Law,  sworn. — I  was  engaged  as  a  clerk  with  Mr.  M’Coa- 
nell  on  the  break ;  I  generally  staid  at  the  dan*  above  Water  Street 
and  occasionally  went  with  him  to  Huntingdon  ;  I  generally  went 
along  the  line  and  run  over  the  calculations  on  the  check  rolls  at 
Williamsburg,  to  see  that  they  were  right :  The  foremen  paid  off 
the  hands  on  the  job,  at  the  end  of  each  month  ;  the  check  rolls  were 
taken  to  Williamsburg,  where  they  were  examined,  before  they  were 


116 


taken  to  Huntingdomi  to  Mr.  Steel,  I  always  ran  over  the  calculations, 
with  the  exception  of  one  month  or  two,  I  think  1  missed  two  months  : 
About  the  last  of  November,  I  went  along  the  line  and  took  an  inven¬ 
tory  of  all  the  goods  in  the  shantees ;  I  cannot  tell  who  corrected  the 
check  rolls  when  1  did  not  look  over  them ;  I  delivered  the  inventory 
to  Mr.  M’Connell  by  leaving  it  at  iheshantee  at  Spang’s  aqueduct,  by 
his  order;  in  the  inventory  was  included  all  the  tools,  bedding,  and 
furniture  belonging  to  the  shantees  and  the  works  :  I  kept  the  time  of 
the  hands,  and  made  out  the  check  rolls  at  Mr.  Fenlon’s  job;  The 
time  was  given  in  to  me  by  the  foremen,  Thomas  Stales,  George 
Grier,  John  Buck,  Joseph  Woodcock,  George  Caldibaugh,  John  Good, 
and  another  man,  whose  name  I  do  not  recollect,  kept  the  time  on 
Mr.  Fenion’s  job;  they  brought  their  accounts  of  the  time,  on  sheets 
of  paper,  1  made  out  the  check  roils  from  them  ;  I  think  these  were 
all  men  who  kept  the  time,  I  transcribed  the  accounts  of  the  time  from 
their  papers,  into  my  check  roll,  which  check  roll  was  afterwards 
sent  to  Air.  Steel  :  Some  of  the  check  rolls  I  examined  were  swore 
to,  some  of  them  were  not  swore  to;  after  1  examined  the  check  roils 
I  gave  iliem  to  Mr.  M’Connell,  who  took  them  to  Huntingdon;  Mr. 
Fenlon  swore  to  the  check  rolls  at  his  job,  made  out  as  stated  above : 
Mr.  Fenlon  had  one  team  on  the  job,  when  1  kept  the  check  roll,  it 
was  a  four  horse  team — the  horses  were  divided,  sometimes  they 
worked  four  horses  and  sometimes  only  two  in  a  drag,  making  two 
drags  ;  the  four  horses  were  always  at  work  ;  I  think  the  time  of  the 
teams  on  the  job,  was  kept  on  bills,  I  never  saw  it  on  the  check  rolls  ; 
I  think  the  name  of  the  man  who  drove  Mr.  Fenlon’s  team  was  Adam 
Ream,  he  drove  generally;  1  kept  xMr.  Ream’s  lime  on  the  check 
roll  ;  sometimes  some  of  the  other  state  hands  drove  one  of  the  teams, 
ju!:l  as  the  le'ams  were  needed  ;  I  think  there  was  no  other  team  there, 
than  Mr.  Fenlon’s  constantly,  other  teams  were  employed  occa¬ 
sionally  :  I  commenced  on  the  works  in  July,  and  quit  the  last  of 
November;  Mr.  Ream  drove  constantly,  unless  when  the  teams  was 
divided,  then  some  other  of  the  hands  drove  one  of  them  ;  Mr.  Ream 
quit  a  month  or  six  weeks  before  the  first  of  December :  Mr.  Fenlor. 
kept  none  of  the  time,  I  kept  the  time  myself;  Mr.  Fenlon  was  fre¬ 
quently  absent  from  the  job  ;  I  think  he  was  about  three  weeks  absent 
in  all,  a  part  of  that  time,  he  was  there  curing  the  night  and  part  of' 
the  day  ;  he  was  away  in. the  middle  of  the  day  ;  Mr.  Fenlon  returned 
his  own  time  to  me:  I  think  there  were  copies  of  the  check  rolls 
kept ;  he  generally  examined  them  ;  I  made  out  the  copies  for  Fenlon’s 
job,  for  Mr.  M’Connell — Mr.  M’Connell  knew  of  the  manner  in  which 
I  kept  the  check  rolls ;  He  spoke  of  those  persons  as  foremen,  who 
gave  me  the  time,  some  of  the  men  were  in  the  woods  cutting  timber, 
some  of  them  working  in  the  quarry  and  some  on  the  towing  path  ; 
each  division  of  the  hands  had  separate  bosses  to  attend  to  them,  and 
keep  them  at  work,  and  keep  the  time :  I  think  the  average  number 
of  carts  on  the  job,  was  about  ten  a  month ;  neither  Mr.  M’Connell 
Mor  Mr.  Fenlon  had  carts  there ;  1  think  Thomas  States  had  one  or 
two  carts  a  part  of  a  month ;  States  had  a  riding  horse,  I  don’t  remern- 
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her  how  long — and  Caldibaugh  had  one  also  :  'I'here  were  one  or 
iwo  horses  kept  for  the  flat,  from  two  to  three  months  :  The  riding 
horses  w'ere  not  entered  on  the  check  roll  :  There  were  a  number  of 
ptate  hands  sent  out  to  assist  Mr.  Hileman  to  harvest,  tor  twenty-one- 
lays  ;  I  don’t  recollect  how  many  hands  went ;  the  time  of  the  hands 
were  kept  on  the  check  rolls  as  if  they  had  been  at  work  on  the  line; 
Hileman  hauled  timber  for  the  commonwealth,  he  made  out  his  bill 
against  the  commonwealth,  Mr.  Hileman’s  bill  was  returned  to  Mr. 
Steel:  There  is  no  deduction  made  upon  Mr.  Hileman’s  bill,  except 
what  appears  on  the  face  of  the  papers  ;  I  did  not  go  round  to  take 
the  time,  I  took  it  as  given  in  by  the  foremen,  without  knowing 
whether  it  was  right  or  wrong,  as  directed:  The  furniture  of  the 
shantees  and  the  tools  were  all  left  packed  up:  There  were  two 

shantees  one  of  them  was  kept  by - Bracken,  the  other  by 

Mr.  Fenlon  assisted  by  Mrs.  Grody  and  two  or  three  girls:  There 
were  from  seventy-five  to  one  hundred  hands  boarded  at  Mr.  Fenlon’s 
shantee ;  xMr.  Bracken’s  two  daughter’s  assisted  him,  from  fifty  to 
seventy-five  hands  boarded  with  him  ;  I  did  not  know  any  person  by 
the  name  of  Keziah  Baity  ;  Mr.  Fenlon  had  no  other  evidence  of  the 
correctness  of  the  check  rolls  I  gave  him,  than  my  account,  he  did  not 
require  me  to  swear  to  them  ;  Mr.  Fenlon  told  me  when  one  check 
roll  was  not  large  enough  to  hold  the  names,  to  cut  others  at  the  bot¬ 
tom  and  top  and  paste  them  together :  An -exact  copy  of  the  check 
rolls  including  receipts,  was  taken  for  Mr.  M’Connell  ;  I  think  I 
always  pasted  the  check  rolls  together  before  they  were  sworn  to,  1 
attached  them  as  I  name  them  out ;  I  think  I  never  divided  or  took 
more  pieces  of  paper  than  was  necessary  to  put  the  names  on  ;  I  think 
[  would  know  the  copies  of  the  check  rolls  if  1  saw  them  ;  I  was  paid 
two  dollars  per  day,  1  was  paid  every  day,  Sunday’s  excepted  : 
Foremen  were  not  allowed  for  any  other  days  than  what  they  were 
y/orking :  There  were  about  twenty  hands  that  boarded  all  the  time 
at  Bovle’s,  and  not  at  the  nnblic  shantee;  Mr.  M’Connell  instructed 
me  to  charge  the  hands  the  full  amount  in  the  check  rolls,  and  the 
thirty  cents  per  day  for  boarding  was  kept  like  a  check  roll  and 
deducted  from  each  man’s  bill,  on  settlement :  That  list  for  boarding 
was  given  bv  me  to  Mr.  Fenlon,  and  Mr.  Fenlon  gave  them  to  Mr. 
M’Connell :  The  carts  were  driven  by  the  owners  of  them,  but  gene¬ 
rally  by  boys :  I  think  there  were  no  ostlers  kept  to  take  care  of  the 
horses  on  the  job,  the  drivers  took  care  of  them;  Mr.  M'Connell  did 
not  tell  me  the  reason  why  he  wished  me  to  charge  the  hands  81  25 
per  day  on  the  check  roil. 

JOS.  LAW. 

Sworn  and  subscribed,  before  me,  this  24th  day  of  P 
August,  A.  D.  1839,  Geo.  R.  Espy.  5 

Robert  Carman*,  sworn — After  the  break  was  repaired,  I  went  to 
Hollidaysburg  and  purchased  at  a  sale  a  dry  good  box  of  old  bed 
clothes,  the  box  was  nailed  up,  at.  Hewit’s  sale  of  the  commonwealth 
property.  I  talked  to  Mr.  He  wit  about  buyir’g  the  box,  as  it  was  a 
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hazzard  ;  he  told  me  he  did  not  know  what  was  in  it,  and  he  had  not 
lime  to  sell  by  the  piece.  I  paid  $17  00  for  the  box  ;  I  brought  it 
home  and  opened  it;  it  contained  thirty-five  comforts  and  two  blan¬ 
kets.  I  kept  fifteen,  and  sold  twenty  of  the  comforts  to  the  common¬ 
wealth  again,  to  Mr.  Price  the  supervisor  from  Spang’s  dam  to 
Huntingdon.  He  gave  me  $27  50  for  the  twenty  I  sold  him  ;  I  con¬ 
sidered  those  that  I  kept  worth  $2  00  a  piece  (15 — $30.)  Samuel 
Caldwell  bought  a  box  also,  nailed  up  likewise.  The  goods  that  I 
saw  sold,  were  generally  sold  in  lots,  and  generally  very  low  ;  1  saw 
some  new  spades  sold;  they  sold  for  $6  50  and  $6  00  per  dozen.  I 
saw  a  takle  and  pully  sold  for  $6  25.  I  am  acquainted  with  Robert 
Lytle  of  Alexandria ;  I  never  saw  him  on  the  public  works.  He 
was  a  collector  of  taxes  in  our  township  in  1838.  I  never  knew  him 
to  work  on  the  public  works ;  he  attended  to  the  collection  of  the 
taxes  for  that  year:  I  live  neighbor  to  him  in  the  same  village. 

ROBERT  CARMAN. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me,  this  23d  day  of  August,  A.  D. 
1839,  Geo.  R.  Espy. 

Alexander  M’Connell,  affirmed-^l  was  appointed  on  the  22d  of 
June,  1838,  by  the  Canal  Comnnssioners  as  a  supervisor  on  the 
middle  division  of  the  Pennsylvania  Canal,  commencing  about  the 
middle  of  the  slack  water,  above  VVilliamsburg,  to  the  Water  Street 
dam.  I  was  directed  by  the  Canal  Commissioners,  after  I  was  ap¬ 
pointed,  to  employ  men,  furnish  tools,  and  commence  work  as  soon 
as  possible.  I  went  across  the  mountain  and  employed  men,  and  got 
to  work — I  went  from  Hollidaysburg  to  Johnstown  and  engaged  all 
the  hands  1  could  get,  and  sent  word  to  the  supervisor  on  the  division 
from  Johnstown  to  Saltsburg  to  send  me  all  the  men  he  could  and 
also  all  the  tools  he  could  spare  from  his  line  ;  the  tools  and  hands 
were  sent  to  me  :  I  then  come  on  to  my  division,  and  by  the  direction 
of  the  Canal  CorniT/issioners,  made  my  appointment  of  a  foreman  for 
t'ach  job,  on  my  division.  They  directed  me  to  appoint  a  principal 
foreman,  a  foreman  mason  and  carpenter  for  each  job  ;  they  also  di¬ 
rected  me  to  get  as  many  men  as  1  could,  and  drive  the  work  as  fast 
as  possible — I  appointed  Thomas  Patterson,  Mr.  McDonald,  Mr.  Fox, 
.lohn  Chapman,  Nathaniel  Green,  Barney  Duflee,  Mr.  Rule,  Joseph 
Irvin,  (for  the  month  of  July,)  then  Mr.  Fenlon  took  his  place  alter 
he  quit;  and  Mr.  Rose,  my  foreman,  placed  them  at  their  respective 
jobs.  I  was  engaged  as  a  supervisor  the  first  summer  of  Mr.  Rit- 
iier’s  administration,  and  continued  on  till  the  first  of  December, 
1838.  1  received  from  the  Canal  Commissioners  a  new  appointment 

at  Hollidaysburg,  to  take  charge  of  part  of  the  break,  at  $3,00  per 
day  :  my  principal  foreman  was  to  keep  the  time,  by  direction  of  the 
Canal  Commissioners.  The  foreman  of  each  squad  returned  the 
time  of  the  hands  each  night,  to  the  principal  foreman,  I  believe.  He 
then  made  out  his  check  roll  from  those  returns,  and  his  own 
knowledge.  The  principal  foreman  was  qualified  to  the  check  rolls 
before  a  justice  of  the  peace.  Then  Mr.  Steele  came  along  the  line, 
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^ntl  commenced  payinpjat  \Vil!iamsl>urg ;  I  accompanied  him  as  far 
as  Mr.  Green’s  job,  1  then  lef!;  him,  and  went  over  the  mountain  ; 
Mr.  Steele,  I  understood,  went  on  to  Mr.  Duffy’s  job.  I  cannot  le’.l 
whether  Mr,  Steele  or  Mr.  Dufty  paid  Duffy's  inen  ;  the  checlt  roil 
was  presented  to  me  at  Mr,  Steele’s  office,  receipted  and  signed,  -I 
mean  Duffy’s,)  1  certified  to  that  check  roll,  on  Mr.  Duffy’s  affida¬ 
vit,  believing  it  to  be  correct;  this  check  roll  was  for  the  month  of 
July  and|June.  1  do  not  know  whether  Mr,  Steele  or  my  foreman  paid 
the  balance  of  my  division;  I  certified  to  all  my  check  rolls  Irom  the 
affidavits  of  my  foremen,  for  the  mouths  of  June  and  July;  the  check 
rolls  were  kept  in  the  same  way  afterwards.  Mr.  Steel  said  it  was  a 
difficult  job  to  come  along  the  line,  and  said  he  could  not  come,  and 
that  the  check  rolls  could  be  better  settled  by  those  who  kept  them, 
than  any  other  way  ;  1  then  went  to  Mr,  Steele  and  told  him  I  could 
not  get  along  as  supervisor,  unless  I  had  some  money  in  my  hands. 
1  think  Mr.  Steele  was  directed  by  the  Canal  Commissioners,  to  lake 
the  bonds  of  the  supervisors  ;  the  Canal  Commissioners  told  me  so  ; 
I  gave  bond  to  Mr.  Steele  in  85,000  00  ;  I  afterwards  drew  money 
from  Mr.  Steele  ;  I  paid  it  over  to  my  foremen  :  they  paid  off  the 
hands,  returned  the  check  rol!%  to  me,  sworn  to.  Sometimes  the 
foremen  went  with  me  to  Mr.  Steele’s  office  with;the check  rolls;  we 
then  examined  them  ;  Mr.  Steel  looking  over  them;  with  myself  and 
the  foremen,  and  if  errors  were  detected,  they  were  corrected — the 
check  rolls  wei'e  then  certified  and  left  with  Mr.  Steele.  Bills  were 
also  presented  to  me  by  my  foremen,  receipted  and  paid,  and  left  with 
Mr.  Steele,  and  certified  by  me,  believing  them  to  be  correct  from  the 
information  of  my  foremen.  My  foremen  were  directed  by  meto  make 
purchase  of  any  articles  they  thought  necessary  for  the  work,  as  1 
was  frequently  absent  from  my  division  ;  over  the  mountain,  I  had 
the  rail  road  under  my  charge  at  the  same  time ;  I  was  often  absent 
three  or  four  days.  1  cannot  say  why  the  system  of  pasting  several 
check  rolls  together  was  adopted,  unless  that  it  was  more  convenient 
to  have  them  connected  than  separate.  The  check  rolls  ivere  alwavs 
paid  before  1  certified  to  them,  by  the  foremen,  except  for  the  two  first 
months.  I  did  not  certify  to  any  of  the  rolls,  until  they  were  first 
paid,  not  that  I  recollect  of,  either  at  xMr.  Steel’s  office  or  at  Williams¬ 
burg,  the  check  rolls  were  examined,  the  foremen  being  present.  1 
received  a  letter  from  Mr.  James  of  Harrisburg,  a  clerk  in  the  Audi¬ 
tor  General’s  office,  stating  that  it  w'as  very  inconvenient  to  have  the 
check  rolls  connected  together;  he  gave  no  other  reason,  except  the 
inconvenience  of  it,  not  that  I  recollect.  When  any  thing  not  clearly 
understood  occuried,  I  spoke  to  Mr.  Steele  ;  1  think  I  mentioned  this 
letter  to  him — the  check  rolls  were  still  kept  connected  after  the  re¬ 
ceipt  of  the  letter,  if  I  recollect  right  ;  I  do  not  recollect  that  I  ever 
spoke  to  my  foremen  about  it ;  Mr.  Steele  never  objected  to  the  man¬ 
ner  in  which  I  kept  my  check  rolls  or  bills,  or  in  which  thev  were 
kept ;  I  had  one  two  horse  leam  on  the  work,  kept  on  Barney  Duffy^s 
check  roll,  in  the  name  of  Henry  Cook,  at  $4  50  per  day;  I  think  I 
furnished  my  own  feed,  paid  my  owm  driver,  -and  all  otiier  expenses 
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ojien  on  the  work,  that  remained  on  ihe  work  fill  it  w^as  finished,  kept 
in  the  name  of  Menry  Cook,  on  Mr»  Green’s  check  roll;  one  of  the 
drivers  I  paid  myself — I  do  not  know  his  name  now  :  they  were 
driven  by  difierent  persons,  as  they  were  wanted  ;  1  had  no  carts  on 
the  work;  Mr.  Du%’  had  three  or  foar  two  horse  teams  ;  1  think  Mr.^ 
Fenlon  bad  a  four  horse  team  and  a  two  horse  team  1  think  he  had 
other  teams;  Icannot  recollect  how  many;  Mr.  Fenlon’s  horses  worked 
just  when,  they  W'ero  wanted — he  bad  a  great  deal  of  hauling  at  the 
head  of  the  pool  of  Water  Street  dam  and  at  Spang’s  aqueduct ;  Mr^ 
Fenlon  kept  the  time  of  his  teams  in  the  shape  of  bills,  and  not  on 
the  cheek  rolls,  to  the  best  of  my  recollection  ;  I  think  Barney  Duffy’s 
account  was  correct- — he  was  a  good  accountant ;  1  do  not  know  why 
Mr.  Fenlon  kept  the  lime  of  his  teams  on  bills;  I  do  not  know 
w  bother  Barney  Duffy  kept  his  team  in  his  own  name  or  not ;  Barney 
Duffy  was  a  foreman  under  Mr.  Graham  before  I  employed  him, 
about  two  years  before  the  break ;  Barney  Duffy  never  said  any 
thing  to  me  that  I  recollect  of,,  about  keeping  the  check  rolls  attached 
together;  Mr.  Fenlon  and  Duffy  were  acquaintances  and  neighbors 
on  the  mountain,  before  they  came  on  my  division,  and  I  believe  per¬ 
sonal  friends  ;  Mr.  Chapman  had  a  four  horse  team ;  I  do  not  know 
whether  he  had  any  more  or  not ;  I  don’t  know  whether  he  kept  it 
in  his  own  name  or  not ;  I  did  receive  a  little  pamphlet,  called  “  Canal 
Regulations,”  at  different  times  whilst  a  Supervisor  on  the  canal  and 
rail  road  ;  Iread  what  I  thought  would  inform  me  of  my  duty  as  an 
odicer.  All  the  foremen  had  shantees  at  their  jobs,  but  there  was  no 
foreman  who  was  the  boss  keeper  of  a  shantee  :  Mr.  Fenlon  had  two 
shantees  :  some  of  his  hands  boarded  at  a  certain  Chester  Byles  ;  Mr. 
Fenlon  .had  the  management  of  the  upper  shantee  :  Mr.  xMichael 
Rrackin  kept  the  lower  shantee  ;  1  think  there  \vas  a  woman  by  the 
name  of  Kaziah  Baiter,  who  kept  a  shantee  for  Mr.  Chapman;  her 
husband  was  also  employed  to  cook  in  the  shantee. 

1  cannot  tell  whether  the  time  of  Kaziah  Baitey  was  kept  on  the 
check  roll  or  on  bill ;  I  think  women  cooks  \vere  allovved  from  $2  50 
to  00  per  week;  I  don’t  know  where  Mrs.  Bailey  lives  :  she  was 
.got  in  Somerset  :  Mr.  Baitey  married  her  there  ;  I  think  the  reason 
why  some  of  the  time  of  hands  wavS  kept  on  bills,  was  because  they 
were  omitted  on  the  check  rolls;  .1  have  done  the  like  before  I  came 
on  the  break,  when  a  man’s  time  was  omitted  on  the  check  roll,  and 
lie  would  be  qualified  to  it,  1  used  to  make  out  his  time  on  a  bill,  and 
forward  it  to  the  department :  this  I  did  in  a  few  instances  ;  I  do  not 
recollect  whether  I  had  any  bills  passed  the  department  without  being 
qualified  to  them  ;  I  do  not  recollect  that  I  ever  received  any  infor¬ 
mation,  whilst  at  the  break,  from  the  Canal  Commissioners,  respect- 
ing  any  law  of  a  former  Board  relative  to  the  duties  of  a  Supervisor, 
f  hod  a  written  resolution  from  the  Board,  informing  me  that  Mr.  D- 
M’Mu'crie  was  appointed  ;  I  do  not  recollect  how  I  learned  of  Mr. 
Steele’s  appointment,  whetner  written  or  verbal  information ;  I  unr 
de.rstood  Mr.  Steele  was  disbursing  agent  on  the  work.  When  Mr. 
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Steele  came  along  the  lino,  I  recognized  him  as  disbursing  officer  for 
the  hands  and  bills  ;  1  understood  Air.  M’Alutrie’s  duly  to  be,  to  assist 
in  purchasing  supplies  and  everything  we  wanted;  Mr.  M’AIutrie 
came  along  the  line  shortly  after  he  was  appointed ;  1  gave  him  a 
small  inventory  ol  what  I  wanted — he  sent  the  articles  on,  I  believe; 
f  think  it  was  in  the  fore  part  of  the  break,  that  Mr.  M’Mutrie  came 
along  the  line  :  Mr.  MhMutrie  was  not  at  all  limes  called  on  for  gen¬ 
eral  supplies  :  AY  hen  we  sent  and  he  had  them,  we  got  them — he 
never  refused  to  furnish  us  with  supplies  ;  1  think  that  my  foremen 
purchased  supplies  when  they  needed  them,  without  first  asking  Mr. 
Al’Mutrie  to  furnish  them;  I  consulted  both,  Canal  Commissioners 
and  xMr.  Bailey,  as  to  the  manner  I  done  my  business  on  the  break, 
and  they  did  not  object  to  it.  The  Canal  Commissioners  gave  me 
directions  as  to  the  manner  in  which  the  men  should  be  boarded, 
and  1  obeyed  their  directions  :  we  were  to  board  our  men  and  give 
them  so  much  per  day,  and  then  deduct  thirty  cents  per  day  from 
their  boarding,  and  that  was  to  be  returned  to  Major  Steele ;  we  had 
to  pay  the  boarding  of  those  men  who  boarded  at  private  boarding 
places.  Some  of  the  men  boarded  at  Charles  Boyles’ ;  Boyles  was 
tarnished  with  provisions  by  the  foremen,  and  an  account  was  kept 
against  him  for  the  amount  received.  He  kept  an  account  against 
the  commonwealth,  and  when  we  came  to  settle,  if  the  bill  we  had 
against  him  for  provisions  did  not  amount  to  as  much  as  his,  we  paid 
him  the  balance  in  monev.  There  were  others  situated  in  the  same 
way  as  Boyles,  with  whom  we  settled  in  like  manner;  I  settled 
Boyles’  bill  and  some  others,  and  some  were  settled  by  the  foremen. 
There  was  no  separate  account  kept  of  these  settlements;  if  a  barrel 
of  dour  was  given,  an  acccimt  was  kept  on  a  piece  of  paper,  by  the 
foreman,  and  given  to  me — those  bills  of  board  1  returned  to  Mr. 
Steele  ;  I  have  not  had  a  final  settlement  with  Mr.  Steele  relative  to 
the  break,  and  some  bills  of  the  board  are  not  returned  yet.  So  far  as  I 
had  bills  to  present,  Mr.  Steele  and  I  did  settle.  VVMien  the  hands 
boarded  at  private  bouses,  I  paid  more  than  thirty  cents  per  day  for 
their  board,  as  for  instance,  Mr.  Boyles;  I  did  return  to  Afr.  Steele 
an  account  on  paper  to  enable  him  to  ascertain  how’  many  men  I 
paid  thirty  cents  per  day  for  their  board,  and  how  many  I  paid  more 
than  thirty  cents  per  day,  or  at  least  some  of  them;  Mr.  Steele  could 
only  come  at  the  fact  as  to  when  all  the  boarding  money  was  paid, 
partly  by  my  word,  and  partly  by  the  papers  I  furnished  him  :  it 
was  impossible  for  me  to  know  how  many  boarded  at  private  board¬ 
ing  houses,  and  how  many  boarded  at  the  shaulees,  except  by  the 
accounts  of  the  foremen  :  these  accounts  for  boarding,  were  not  ren- 
dered  by  the  foremen  under  oath  ;  Mr.  Steele  never  objected  to  that 
manner  of  keeping  the  accounts  ;  I  considered  that  the  pamphlet 
called  “  Canal  Regulations,”  did  prohibit  foremen  from  purchasing 
tools,  provisions,  &-c.,  but  noton  the  break;  I  considered  that  the 
instructions  furnished  me,  in  the  resolutions  sent  me  by  the  Board 
of  Canal  Commissioners,  did  release  me  from  legal  obligations  to  the 
Canal  Regulations,”  so  far  as  contained  in  the  pamphlet  befero 
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spoken  of ;  I  cannot  tell  whether  the  foremen  had  it  in  their  power,  if 
they  had  been  so  disposed,  to  deceive  me  in  the  accounts  of  time  on 
the  check  rolls;  I  never  did  inform  Mr.  M’Mutrie  that  I  was  com¬ 
pelled,  by  reason  of  his  neglect  to  furnish  supplies,  to  send  my  fore¬ 
men  out  from  the  work  to  purchase  them,  but  he  knew  it ;  Mr.  Law’, 
clerk  for  Mr.  Fenlon,  one  of  my  foremen,  Mr.  M’Carnon,  assisted 
Mr.  Chapman  to  make  out  his  accounts  ;  Mr.  Sissler  was  my  clerk  ; 
Mr.  Law  acted  as  a  kind  of  foreman,  and  attended  to  matters  about 
the  shantees ;  I  bought  some  provisions  above  Williamsburg;  I  got 
some  from  Dr.  Coffee,  and  some  from  Mr.  Green  ;  I  think  we  paid 
from  $7  50  to  $8  00  per  barrel  for  the  flour  ;  I  think  the  common¬ 
wealth  bought  no  feed  for  horses ;  I  do  not  recollect  of  ever  author¬ 
izing  any  one  to  purchase  a  lot  of  chopped  rye  or  oats  for  the  com¬ 
monwealth,  nor  do  I  recollect  of  signing  a  bill  for  any ;  I  never 
authorized  a  bill  to  be  furnished  for  one  kind  of  material,  when  an 
other  had  been  furn'shed,  to  the  best  of  my  recollection. 

Mr.  Sieele  told  us  that  the  commonwealth  would  not  settle  for  any 
feed :  There  had  been  some  bills  furnished  against  the  commonwealth 
for  feed,  but  were  sent  back  again  and  not  paid,  I  think  this  was  done 
two  months  before  the  work  was  finished  ;  I  do  not  recoiled  of  any 
bills  of  that  kind  having  been  paid  :  I  considered  it  Mr.  Steele’s  duty 
to  see  that  the  biils  were  correct,  as  well  as  mine:  I  think  I  certified 
to  a  good  many  bills  in  Mr.  Steele’s  office,  some  of  which  had  been 
paid  before  I  certified  to  them  :  At  the  time  I  bought  the  articles  from 
Dr  Coffee  &;  Mr.  Green,  I  do  not  think  I  was  offered  them  lower  any 
where  else:  I  can’t  tell  whether  provisions  rose  or  fell  after  the 
break;  I  think  there  was  a  rise  in  flour ;  I  bought  iron  from  Mr. 
Irvin  of  Centre  county,  1  do  not  recollect  that  I  was  offered  iron  lower,, 
delivered  on  the  work,  than  I  paid  Mr.  Irvin  for  it:  I  recollect  of 
Mr.  Williams,  agent  for  Mr.  Curtin,  speaking  to  me  about  iron,  in 
Hollidaysburg,  I  do  not  recollect  that  I  ever  promised  to  see  Williams 
and  give  him  an  answer  about  some  iron,  I  wanted  :  I  do  not  know 
that  time  was  allowed  to  any  men,  when  they  went  from  my  division 
to  attend  the  Inspectors’  election  at  Huntingdon ;  I  was  not  on  the 
line  that  day;  I  do  not  recollect  the  talk  I  heard  relative  to  the  pro¬ 
priety  of  men  going  to  the  election  on  the  day  of  the  Inspectors’ 
election  from  off*  the  line,  I  was  not  informed  by  any  of  the  foremen 
that  men  had  been  paid  for  going  to  the  Inspectors’  election  from  the 
job:  I  remember  of  a  return  being  made  of  some  state  hands  from 
Mr.  Fenlon’s  job,  that  worked  lor  Mr.  Hileman  a  few  days,  I  think 
there  was  a  return  made  of  them  by  Fenlon,  but  I  can’t  tell  how  it  was 
done:  Some  part  of  the  passage  money  was  paid  of  those  men  who 
came  from  Pittsburg,  and  the  passage  money  was  paid  of  those  who^ 
came  over  the  mountain  from  Saltsburg  and  Johnstown  :  There  was 
no  foreman,  except  Mr.  Duffy,  with  those  men  who  came  over  the 
mountain ;  I  came  with  a  good  many  of  them  myself,  I  did  not  con¬ 
sider  those  men  who  came  over  the  mountain  entitled  to  time  while 
on  the  way  ;  The  men  I  brought  over,  staid  a  night  in  Hollidaysburg. 
they  staid  at  different  houses,  I  paid  a  bill  of  board  for  some  of  these 
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men  to  Peter  Boyle’s  in  Gayspori ;  I  paid  bills  at  diflerent  places  for 
them,  I  cannot  tell  to  whom:  These  bills  were  afterwards  paid  out 
of  that  amount,  designated  before  as  the  board  bill :  There  was  no 
bill  returned  against  the  commonwealth  for  these  expenses,  that  1 
recollect  of :  In  accordance  with  the  directions  of  the  Canal  Commis¬ 
sioners  I  sent  on  and  had  some  handbills  struck,  I  sent  some  of  them 
to  Pittsburg:  There  were  a  number  of  men,  I  think  more  than  two 
hundred  came  from  Pittsburg  ;  The  amount  of  Leech  &  Co.’s  bill  for 
carrying  them  was  $720  00,  1  think;  1  do  not  know  whether  the 
handbills  offered  to  pay  their  expenses  for  coming  or  not ;  they  were 
not  struck  for  Pittsburg  alone,  they  were  sent  in  different  directions  of 
the  country ;  Mr..  King  the  supervisor  on  the  lower  division  near 
Pittsburg,  brought  on  one  lot,  Mr.  Patterson  collector  of  the  aqueduct, 
at  Pittsburg,  brought  on  another  lot,  and  Mr.  Carens  (I  don’t  know 
whether  he  was  an  officer  or  not)  brought  on  another  lot ;  Mr.  King 
told  me  that  they  should  be  paid  for  bringing  up  those  men,  he  said 
the  canal  commissioners  told  himjso  ;  xMr.  Steele  paid  Mr.  Patterson’s 
bill  of  $80  00  and  odd ;  I  paid  $100  00  to  jVIr.  Patterson  for  Mr.  King 
and  took  his  receipt  for  it;  I  paid  Mr.  Arthur  $500  00  in  three 
receipts,  two  of  $200  00  and  one  of  $100  00  to  the  best  of  my  recol¬ 
lection  :  There  is  yet  $220  00  unpaid — Mr.  King|claimed  $123  00 
more ;  I  think  I  did  not  certify  to  a  bill  of  $720  00  for  the  transpor¬ 
tation  of  those  troops;  Mr.  Arthur  certified  to  his  bill  before  Esquire 
Henry,  I  think  I  w'ent  with  him:  The  Canal  Commissioners  told 
me  that  any  expenses  incurred  in  procuring  hands  should  be  paid  ; 
Mr.  Patterson  and  Mr.  Caren’s  returned  after  they  brought  the  men 
over  the  mountain  ;  I  sent  word  to  Mr.  Patterson  and  Mr.  King  to 
send  or  bring  on  men  for  the  work;  I  don’t  recollect  sending  to 
Caren’s. 

A.  M’Connell’s  examination  postponed,  Saturday  night  August 
24th,  1839,  to  be  resumed  on  Monday  the  26th  inst. 

Mr.  M’Connell  wishes  to  add,  that  all  the  bills  spoken  of  in  the  fore¬ 
going  deposition — all  sworn  to — to  the  best  of  his  recollection,  as  stated 
in  said  deposition,  and  that  he  believes  them  to  be  correct  to  the  best 
of  his  knowledge. 

ALEX.  M’CONNELL. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  to,  before  me,  this  26th  > 

August,  A.  D.  1839,  Geo.  R.  Espy.  3 

John  Brett,  sworn. — I  was  working  on  the  rail  road  when  the 
break  took  place;  I  then  came  to  the  break,  and  worked  for  Barney 
Duffy ;  I  think  it  was  the  25th  or  26th  of  June,  1838,  I  came  on  the 
break ;  I  worked  the  balance  of  June  as  a  common  hand,  and  on  the 
first  of  July,  Duffy  gave  me  a  day  book,  and  told  me  to  take  charge 
of  ail  the  men  I  could  manage.  When  the  hands  became  too  numer¬ 
ous  for  me  to  attend  to  the  taking  of  their  time,  Dufly  sent  round  a 
boy  to  take  the  time  of  the  men,  and  report  to  me  at  night;  I  looked 
over  the  account  of  lime  each  night,  and  corrected  it,  if  necessary. 
All  the  hands  on  Duffy’s  job  boarded  at  the  public  shantees,  except 
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:-jeven  or  eight,  who  boarded  themselves  ;  I  think  at  most,  Duffy  had 
one  hundred  men  on  his  job  ;  I  know  that  Barney  Duffy  had  one  two 
horse  team  ;  I  knew  Mr.  Cook,  who  worked  on  the  job ;  1  do  not 
know  that  be  had  a  team  then  :  his  Christian  name  was.  Henry  i  he 
came  as  a  clerk,  to  write  in  the  office  ;  be  was  no  relative  of  Duffy’s 
or  M’Connell’s,  as  1  know  ;  1  asked  Duffy,  when  I  was  looking  over 
the  time  book,  whether  Cook  was  to  have  time  for  his  team  :  he  said 
yes ;  I  understood  that  a  two  horse  team  that  worked  on  Green’s 
job,  belonging  to  Mr.  Cook,  and  the  time  of  that  team  was  kept  on 
Duffy’s  check  roll :  some  times  this  team  worked  on  Duffy’s  job  ; 
also  the  widow  Donely’s  son  drove  Cook’s  team.  This  team  hauled 
wood  for  a  few  days  at  Duffy’s  job  ;  Green’s  job  joined  Duffy’s.  It 
was  about  a  mile  from  the  shantee  on  Duffy’s  job  to  the  shantee  on 
Green’s.  There  were  two  yoke  of  oxen  worked  on  Duffy’s  job : 
they  did  not  work  all  the  time ;  the  oxen  worked  on  Green’s  job  be¬ 
fore  they  came  to  Duffy’s :  they  came  to  Duffy’s  job  about  the  last  of 
November  or  first  of  December;  1  understood  the  oxen  belonged  to 
Mr.  M’Connell ;  I  understood  that  Cook’s  team  was  M’Conaell’s  :  the 
boy  who  drove  Cook’s  team,  was  about  sixteen  or  seventeen  years  of 
age:  the  team  was  always  driven  by  boys,  1  think  ;  I  was  not  gen¬ 
erally  present  when  the  hands  were  paid  off;  I  do  not  know  of  any 
other  reason  for  having  M’Connell’s  team  set  down  on  the  check  rolls 
as  Cook’s,  unless  that  M’Connell  did  not  wish  to  have  it  entered  in 
his  own  name  on  the  job.  The  oxen  were  entered  in  the  name  of  the 
man  who  drove  them — his  name  was  James  Crawford  ;  Bradley  had 
oxen  in  the  early  part  of  the  summer  on  that  job ;  I  knew  MichabI 
M’Gwin  on  the  job.  He  had  a  team.  I  knew  Thomas  Nowlan  — 
he  had  no  team;  I  had  no  team  on  the  work;  I  did  not  know 
such  a  man  on  the  v/ork  as  Isaac  Naall  or  Nowel;  Stephen 
M’Bride  had  a  cart  there;  on  the  October  check  roll,  1838,  I  signed 
ray  name  for  thirty-one  day’s  pay,  at  two  dollars  per  day  ;  I  think  I 
did  sign  my  name  on  that  check  roll,  on  the  second  piece  of  it ;  I  do 
not  think  that  I  was  ever  asked  to  sign  my  name  more  than  once 
on  the  same  check  roll  or  piece  of  paper  for  the  same  month.  My 
name,  as  it  appears  on  the  October  check  roll,  appears  on  two  different 
pieces  of  paper  pasted  together  ;  I  was  acquainted  with  James  M’- 
Cdoughlan,  and  two  or  three  of  his  brothers,  who  worked  on  that  job 
— they  had  but  one  cart  among  them,  and  no  teams,  either  of  oxen 
or  horses ;  I  think  no  other  person  ever  drove  the  oxen,  except  James 
Crawford;  I  did  not  know  William  Orie  on  that  job;  I  knew  Hugh 
Maloy — he  and  his  family  kept  the  shantee  ;  he  had  no  team  on  the 
job;  Maloy  had  a  mare,  I  think,  at  w'ork  on  Fenlon’s  job;  I  never 
knew  Maloy  to  have  a  cart  on  the  work  :  the  mare  some  times  work¬ 
ed  on  Duffy’s  job,  also — some  times  she  w'orked  in  harness,  and  some 
times  they  rode  her  ;  I  do  not  recollect  of  anj  man  by  the  name  of 
Thomas  M’Glaughlin  on  the  work  ;  I  think  that  Mark  M’Glaughlin 
never  worked  at  any  thing  else  except  driving  the  cart,  unless  for  a 
few  days :  he  changed  wdth  his  brother  William — they  w^ere  both 
boys;  I  knew  no  such  man  as  Godfrey  Gillhouser  on  the  job;  I  knew 
Patrick  M’Cormack — he  was  an  under  boss  on  Fenlon’s  job  ;  Patrick 
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M’Cormack  and  I  left  the  work  together — he  had  no  learn  on  ihc 
work  ;  1  knew  him  in  Ireland— we  were  intimate  ;  1  have  seen  Pat¬ 
rick  M’Cormack  write — he  writes  a  poor  hand  ;  I  do  not  think  that 
he  signed  his  name  on  the  September  check  rolls  ;  it  is  not  his  hand¬ 
writing,  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge ;  1  knew  no  such  man  as  Jo¬ 
seph  Hutchison  on  the  work  ;  I  did  not  know  James  Pastors  ;  I  did 
not  know  any  person  by  the  name  of  Michael  Drorigen  or  Durgan; 

J  did  not  know  Anthony  Crookes. 

For  the  month  of  July  I  received  842  00  as  my  wages  and  no  more; 

I  do  not  think  that  on  the  Julv  check  roll,  the  name  that  purports  to  be 
there  attached  to  a  team  is  in  my  hand  writing  ;  For  the  month  of 
November  I  received  $68  00,  and  that  was  the  highest  amount  of 
money  1  ever  drew  in  any  one  month  ;  Mary  Bradley  is  in  fact  the 
wife  of  Hugh  Maloy — Maloy  had  a  little  girl  of  eight  or  ten  years  of 
age  living  at  the  shantee,  called  iMary:  All  I  know  about  articles 
being  sold  from  the  state  shantee  to  persons  boarding  at  other  places, is, 
that  I  killed  two  beeves  and  a  part  of  them  was  sold  to  a  man  that 
boarded  some  of  the  hands  at  Spang’s  works;  This  beef  he  got  by 
Duffy  orders,  Duffy  took  the  weight  of  the  beef,  he  made  out  the 
bill ;  1  do  not  know  what  amount  the  bill  was,  or  the  weight  of  the 
beef;  Duffy  paid  me  $100  00  for  the  beef  and  that  w'as  all  the  money 
I  got  for  it;  Duffy  showed  me  the  head  of  the  bill,  I  never  saw  the  face 
of  the  bill,  to  know  how  much  it  amounted  to:  Those  two  beeves 
were  all  that  I  ever  sold  to  Duffy  ;  My  father  sent  the  beeves  to  me, 
he  expected  to  gel  $100  00  for  them  on  their  feet;  The  beeves  were 
both  killed  on  the  same  day  ;  My  father  sent  the  beeves  in  the  montn 
of  October ;  I  never  sold  to  the  commonwealth  any  thing  but  the  two 
beeves,  nor  did  my  father,  whose  name  is  Patrick  Britt;  I  never  re¬ 
ceived  any  money  other  than  the  amount  marked  on  the  check  rolls 
and  the  above  $100  00  ;  1  and  other  hands  came  from  the  mountain 
by  request  of  Barney  Duffy,  to  the  job;  Barney  Duffy  paid  me  the 
amount  of  a  bill  for  one  night’s  lodging  at  Henry  Lamar’s  for  four 
hands,  when  we  were  coming  to  the  work,  some  time  alter  we  were 
on  the  work,  amounting  to  $2  25,  bill  No.  25,  letter  A.,  John  Britt’s 
bill  :  I  received  no  money  from  any  other  man.  for  bringing  bands 
to  the  work,  except  the  amount  of  the  above  bill  from  B.  Duffy  ;  I 
was  the  last  man  on  the  work,  but  Nowlen  and  Forren;  I  never  sold 
either  butter  or  grain,  to  any  person  on  the  line;  I  think  the  tv/o 
beeves  weighed  about  1000  lbs.:  For  the  19th,  20th,  21st,  22d  and 
23d  days  of  June  1838,  I  received  no  pay,  bill  marked  letter  D.,  No.  2, 
John  Britt,  $203  60 :  I  never  sold  any  other  articles  mentioned  in 
that  bill,  nor  did  I  know  until  this  moment  (the  time  of  the  examina¬ 
tion)  that  any  such  bill  was  made  out  in  my  name  against  the  com¬ 
monwealth,  except  the  beef  above  mentioned  ;  I  packed  a  part  of  the 
goods  in  the  boxes  that  were  afterwards  sold  by  Mr.  Hewit  in  Holli- 
daysburg,  and  nailed  them  up  :  From  the  first  of  June  till  the  24th  ©r 
25th  of  the  same  month,  I  worked  on  the  rail  road  under  B.  Duffy 
and  got  no  pay  for  it;  B.  Duffy  kept  the  time  at  the  aqueduct,  when 
Duffy  was  not  on  the  work  I  used  to  go  and  mark  the  time  myself; 
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Duffy  -continued  to  keep  the  time  till  the  hands  all  left ;  I  do  not 
know  that  Fenlon  kept  my  time  there ;  Rule  kept  time  between 
Duffy’s  and  Fenlon’s  job ;  I  never  saw  James  Fenlon  a  public  time 
■keeper  at  the  aqueduct;  Be  would  of  had  to  cross  Rules  job,  to  get 
to  the  aqueduct ;  Stephen  M’BrJde  kept  the  granary  belonging 
to  the  commonwealth  for  some  time  ;  Stephen  M’Bride  called  on  me 
often  to  charge  those  who  got  grain,  he  was  an  illiterate  man  :  1 

understood  the  grain  was  purchased  from  Williamsburg  mills  for  the 
commonwealth,  when  I  say  grain  I  mean  horse  feed,  oats  and  rve,  &c. 

JOHN  BRITT. 

Sworn  and  Subscribed,  before  me,  this  26th  day 
of  August,  A.  D.  1839,  Geo.  R.  Espy. 

Samuel  Caldwell,  Esq,.,  sworn. — I  bought  a  common  dry  good 
box  filled  with  blankets,  and  bed  ticks,  and  sheets  ;  There  were  ten 
blankets,  either  thirty  or  forty  sheets,  and  bed  lick,  and  bolsters;  1 
paid  between  ten  and  fifteen  dollars  for  the  box  and  all  it  contained  ; 
1  bought  two  or  three  lots  of  drills  and  crowbars,  I  think  there  was 
eighteen  or  twenty  pieces  consisting  of  drills  and  crowbars,  I  think 
about  half  of  each,  I  paid  twelve  or  fifteen  dollars  for  this  last  lot,  at 
any  rate  the  whole  lot  box  and  all  amounted  to  from  twenty-three  to 
twenty-five  dollars;  Robert  Cairnes  bought  another  box  at  the  same 
sale,  boxed  up  likewise ;  I  saw  a  number  of  new  shovels  sold  and 
bought  by  Peter  Hewit,  there  were  several  dozen  of  them,  I  think 
they  v/ere  sold  by  the  half  dozen,  with  the  privilege  of  taking  the 
whole  number:  When  Charles  Boyles  came  to  swear  to  his  account, 
against  the  commonwealth  before  me,  he  explained  the  manner  of 
keeping  his  account  to  me  in  the  following  manner  ;  Be  told  me  that 
he  boarded  a  number  of  the  hands  at  his  house,  (he  was  a  lock  keeper) 
and  had  been  furnished  with  provisions  from  the  state  shantee;  when 
he  settled  his  account,  he  was  compelled  to  swear  to  the  full  amount 
of  his  bill  against  the  commonwealth,  and  then  the  bill  of  the  provi¬ 
sions  he  had  been  furnished  with,  was  deducted  from  his  account,  and 
if  there  was  any  money  found  coming  to  him  the  balance  was  paid  in 
money :  I  staid  till  the  sale  was  over,  and  there  was  a  lot  of  round 

iron  left  unsold  for  which  I  bid,  but  did  not  get  it,  I  think  there  was 
a  ton  or  more ;  Mr.  M’Connell  told  me  to  give  the  bosses  whatever 
they  wanted,  I  give  them  anything  the  bosses  vvanted  ;  I  heard  some 
deal  of  talk  about  the  foremen  selling  public  property  before  it  was 
removed  to  Hollidaysburg  ;  I  bought  a  couple  of  whiskey  barrels  from 
John  H.  Stonebreaker,  they  were  empty  barrels,  this  was  before  the 
winding  up  of  the  work  ;  he  asked  me  STs  cts.  for  them,  they  are  not 
yet  settled  for ;  I  have  an  account  against  him. 

SAMUEL  CALDWELL. 
Sworn  and  subscribed,  before  me,  this  26th  day  of 
August  1839,  Geo  R.  Espy. 
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Alexander  M’Connell,  re-called- — I  never  authorized  any  per¬ 
son  to  enter  one  article  when  another  was  furnished,  except  in  one 
instance,  where  corn  was  purchased,  and  I  cannot  tell  now  whether  the 
corn  was  whole  or  chopped ;  I  do  not  know,  to  the  best  of  my  knowl¬ 
edge,  that  any  other  entry  was  made  on  the  check  rolls,  but  the  time 
of  men  and  teams.  There  was  some  additional  time  added  to  the 
check  rolls,  to  pay  the  expenses  of  these  men  who  came  from  Piits- 
buro-,  I  think:  I  cannot  tell  what  amount  of  time  was  thus  added — 
whether  it  was  five  days,  or  one  hundred  days ;  I  do  not  recollect 
what  Patterson,  King  and  Cairn’s  bills  were  tor ;  I  do  not  remember 
that  there  was  any  talk  or  contract  with  D.  Leech  &  Co.  about  the 
bill  being  paid,  for  bringing  over  those  men  from  Pittsburg  to  the 
break;  I  do  not  know  when  bills  for  teams  were  made  out,  that  they 
were  always  made  out  in  the  name  of  the  owners  of  them;  I  did  know 
Patrick  M’Cormack,  I  cannot  tell  on  which  job  lie  worked,  I  think  he 
worked  on  Fenlon  and  Duffy’s  jobs  both  ;  I  do  not  know  whether  he 
had  a  team  or  not;  Mr.  Laughrey  had  a  team  on  my  division  ;  the 
commonwealth,  I  was  told  by  Mr.  Steel,  would  not  own  any  teams, 
and  when  I  talked  to  him  of  having  teams,  he  told  me  there  would  be 
thought  no  impropriety  in  having  teams  over  in  my  own  name  ;  I  do 
not  know  that  I  had  any  particular  reason  for  having  the  time  of  my 
teams  kept  in  the  name  of  other  persons  than  myself  on  the  work  ;  I 
do  not  recollect  of  authorizing  any  other  teams  to  be  kept  in  different 
names  than  in  the  owners  of  them  ;  1  do  not  know  of  anv  other  teams 
having  been  kept  in  any  other  persons  names  than  the  owners:  I  do 
not  recollect  that  more  pieces  of  check  rolls  were  pasted  together  than 
were  necessary  to  hold  the  names  ;  Some  of  my  foremen  kept  copies 
of  their  check  rolls,  I  think  Mr.  Green,  Mr.  Chapman,  Fox,  Patter¬ 
son  and  Rule,  kept  copies  of  their  check  roils ;  I  do  not  recollect 
whether  Fenlon  and  Duffy  kept  copies  of  their  check  rolls  or  not,  I 
do  not  remember  of  ever  receiving  copies  from  Fenlon  and  Duffy  ;  I 
have  got  the  copies  that  I  received  at  home,  I  do  not  think  that  the 
copies  were  attached  together,  these  copies  were  noi  sworn  to,  to  the 
best  of  my  knowledge  ;  some  of  them  perhaps  were  sworn  to,  I  can’t 
remember :  Thomas  Patterson’s  check  roll  for  September  1838,  is 
signed  by  me  and  in  my  hand  writing,  and  I  believe  it  to  be  correct 
to  the  best  of  my  knowledge  ;  I  cannot  assign  any  reason  whv  the 
certificate  pasted  to  the  bottom  of  Thomas  Patterson’s  check  roll,  as 
it  appears  now,  (the  time  of  examination)  is  so  attached.  1  cannot 
tell  whether  Thomas  Patterson  filled  up  the  body  of  his  certificate  to 
the  above  check  roll  or  not,  or  whether  it  is  in  the  hand  writing  of  the 
justice  before  whom  it  was  sworn  to.  On  the  piece  of  paper  attach¬ 
ed,  on  which  the  certificate  is  written.  I  cannot  tell  whether  the  figures 
are  those  of  Mr.  Steele’s  or  Mr.  Patterson’s  own.  The  amount  of  the 
certificate  is  greater  than  on  the  body  of  the  check  roll ;  I  cannot 
recollect  that  I  ever  signed  or  certified  to  more  check  rolls  than  were 
returned  to  Mr.  Steele — not  more  than  one  for  each  month  to  each 
foreman ;  I  mean  such  check  rolls  as  were  returned  to  Mr.  Steele. 
Bill  No.  25,  marked  letter  A,  John  Britt,  is  made  out  in  Barney 
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Duffy’s  hand  writing.  The  signature  to  the  certificate  is  in  my  hand 
writing,  as,  I  believe,  Bill  No.  2,  marked  D,  John  Britt,  $203  60. — ■ 
The  body  of  the  bill  is  in  the  hand  writing  of  Barney  Duffy,  also, 
and  the  signature  to  the  certificate  is  in  my  hand  writing,  to  the  best 
of  my  knowledge;  1  gave  Thomas  Patterson,  my  foreman,  three  lock 
houses  to  build  ;  I  sold  a  crane  and  lot  ot  old  plank  to  Mr.  Patterson, 
and  returned  the  amount  to  Mr.  Hewit. 

ALEXANDER  M’CONNELL. 
Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me,  this  26th  day  of> 

August,  A.  D.  1839,  Geo.  R.  Espy.  5 

James  Fenlon,  sworn* — Mr.  Fenlon,  on  being  sworn,  asked  the 
privilege  of  being  exempted  from  answering  any  question  that  may 
appear  to  him  improper,  he  being  at  present  held  to  bail  to  stand  his 
trial  at  the  November  term  of  the  Court  of  Quarter  Sessions  at  Hunt¬ 
ingdon  county,  Pennsylvania,  to  answer  to  such  charges  as  may  be 
preferred  against  him,  relating  to  the  expenditure  ot  the  public  mone}'^ 
on  the  breach  of  the  Pennsylvania  Canal,  in  1838 — which  was 
freely  granted  by  the  Auditor  Genrral. 

I  was  employed  by  Mr.  M’Connell  on  the  last  of  June,  1838,  to  go 
on  and  assist  him  on  the  break  on  the  Pennsylvania  canal ;  I  remain- 
ed  on  the  work  till  about  the  last  of  November,  I  think  ;  I  had  some 
conversation  with  Mr.  M’Conneli  about  the  work,  before  I  agreed  to 
go  with  him  :  he  told  me  that  as  he  was  then  engaged  on  the  rail  road, 
unless  I  went  with  him,  he  would  not  undertake  to  go  ;  I  told  Mr. 
M’Conneli  that  1  would  agree  to  go  with  him  on  the  break,  provided 
he  would  let  me  take  my  teams  with  me,  and  give  them  work — to 
which  Mr.  M’Connell  agreed,  and  I  went  with  him  ;  I  then  received 
directions  from  Mr.  M’Connell  to  go  and  get  as  many  men  as  1  could, 
and  take  them  with  me  ;  I  got  men  from  the  lail  road,  as  many  as  1 
could,  went  on  the  work  and  commenced  building  shantees ;  1  think 
I  was  the  first  man  on  the  work;  1  took  no  teams  with  me  when  1 
first  went  on  the  work,  but  my  teams  were  at  work  on  the  rail  road 
the  next  day  after  the  flood,  to  assist  on  the  rail  road  at  Hollidays- 
burg  :  it  was  also  broke ;  1  kept  the  time  of  my  teams  while  at  work 
there  myself;  I  was  located  above  Water  Street  in  July  or  August — 
I  think  it  was  in  August.  About  that  time,  I  took  charge  of  the  job 
above  Water  Street, as  loreman  of  the  job;  I  never  kept  time  for  a 
man  on  the  line,  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge  ;  I  cannot  tell  how 
many  men  were  employed  in  helping  to  build  the  shantees ;  I  took  from 
the  mountain  about  thirty  or  forty  hands  ;  they  were  scattered  along 
the  line  at  different  points.  About  three,  four  or  five  days  after  I 
went  on  the  rail  road.  I  received  my  appointment  from  Mr.  M’Con¬ 
nell  ;  1  wish  to  be  excused  from  answering  to  the  question,  How 
many  teams  I  had  on  the  work ;  I  was  not  a  foreman,  but  an  assist¬ 
ant  on  the  vvork,  till  I  went  down  to  Water  Street  dam ;  I  had  my 
teams  on  before  I  worked  as  foreman ;  I  think  that  telling  the  number 
of  teams  I  had  on  the  work,  I  cannot  answer  for  the  reason  before 
stated ;  I  had  different  numbers,  at  different  times,  as  I  have  rendered 
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the  time  for  my  teams  on  bills;  I  can’t  undertake  to  answer  any 
questions  relating  to  either  the  time  or  the  number  of  my  teams.  My 
teams  were  diiven  by  different  persons,  taken  off  the  work  :  the  name 
of  one  was  Adam  Ream,  another  Gay  ;  I  told  Mr.  M’Connell  unless 
I  got  the  privilege  of  keeping  my  drivers  on  the  check  rolls,  I  would 
take  my  teams  away — I  was  getting  too  little  wages  for  them.  He 
agreed  that  I  should  do  so  ;  Mr.  Duffy  had  an  interest  in  all  the  teams 
I  had  on  the  line ;  Mr.  Duffy  had  some  teams  on  the  line,  that  be¬ 
longed  to  himself  exclusively  ;  1  had  a  team  of  oxen  on  the  work  for 
a  short  time;  I  had  but  one  yoke;  I  helped  B.  Duffy  to  add  up  his 
check  roll,  and  I  was  present  when  he  paid  off  some  of  the  hands;  1 
helped  others  to  add  up  their  check  rolls ;  I  do  not  know  whether  B. 
Duffy  kept  the  time  of  all  his  teams  on  the  check  roll,  or  not.  The 
reason  why  I  know  that  B.  Duffy  kept  the  time  of  his  teams  on  the 
check  roll,  is,  that  he  had  teams  on  the  line  in  other  men’s  names;  1 
told  him  this  was  improper,  and  that  he  ought  to  keep  the  time  in  his 
own  name,  or  not  keep  them  on  the  line  at  all;  I  cannot  tell  what 
his  reply  was  ;  I  cannot  tell  whether  he  continued  to  keep  his  teams 
in  the  same  way  or  not  afterwards,  although  I  added  up,  I  think, 
every  one  of  his  check  rolls ;  I  cannot  tell  how  many  teams  B.  Duffy 
had  distinct  from  mine  ;  I  knew  him  to  have  had  four  or  five  horses, 
sometimes  Duffy  sent  down  for  my  wagon  to  my  job.  My  teams  haul- 
all  over  the  line,  to  every  job  on  the  line,  if  1  mistake  not ;  I  got  a 
memorandum  of  the  time  of  my  teams  from  my  drivers,  and  kept  the 
time  of  my  teams  myself,  as  I  frequently  travelled  along  the  line;  I 
think  I  bought  two  loads  of  flour  for  myself,  and  sold  it  again  to  the 
commonwealth,  and  a  quantity  of  bacon,  which  I  sold  also;  1  think 
there  were  two  or  three  hogsheads  of  bacon ;  I  do  not  recollect  of 
Mr.  M’Mutrie  sending  any  thing  but  groceries,  and  at  one  time  a 
quantity'  of  bacon  and  some  bed  clothes.  He  sent  whiskey  also ;  Mr. 
M’iMutrie  sent  articles  at  ail  times  when  I  sent  for  them  ;  I  gave  Esq. 
Law,  my  clerk,  authority  to  purchase  any  articles  he  thought  neces¬ 
sary  for  the  hands,  when  I  was  present ;  Mr.  Steele,  I  think,  paid  the 
first  estimate — I  mean  Samuel  Steele,  jlerk  to  James  Steele :  he  paid 
it  in  company  with  myself.  Pretty  much  all  the  balance  was  paid, 
either  by  myself  or  by  Esquire  Law.  Some  times  Mr.  Steele  and 
some  times  Mr.  M’Connell  gave  me  money,  which  I  receipted  to  Mr. 
M’Connell,  I  think,  for  it — which  I  paid  to  the  hands  myself,  or  left 
it  with  Esquire  Law,  to  pay  it  when  I  was  absent ;  I  employed  a 
number  of  bosses,  to  take  charge  of  each  squad  of  hands  :  they  kept 
a  daily  account  of  the  time  of  their  hands,  which  they  returned  some 
times^ every  night,  some  times  twice  per  week,  and  some  times  only 
once  per  week,  to  the  clerk,  and  he  took  it  dowd  on  the  general  check 
roll,  printed  for  that  purpose.  In  some  instances,  I  might  have  writ¬ 
ten  some  in  the  check  roll  myself.  The  next  was  paying  it  off  and 
swearing  toil,  and  then  it  was  handed  over  to  Mr.  M’Connell ;  some¬ 
times  the  check  roll  was  handed  to  Mr.  Steele  by  myself:  if  Mr. 
Steele  or  Mr.  M’Connell  could  not  pay  the  amount  of  the  check  roll, 
when  presented,  they  gave  me  a  writing  that  they  owed  me  so  much. 
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Whenever  any  persons,  from  whom  we  had  got  articles,  come  in  and 
presented  their  bills,  if  we  had  money  we  paid  them  ;  some  limes  1 
paid  those  bills  before  they  were  certified  to  by  Mr.  M’Connell,  but 
generally  the  bills  were  first  certified  to  by  Mr.  M’Conneli  before  paid ; 
I  cannot  tell  that  Mr.  M’Conneil  purchased  much  of  the  provisions  or 
necessaries  for  the  men  ;  I  took  the  word  of  those  men  who  kept  time, 
'ivhen  I  was  not  present,  for  their  accounts  of  the  time  of  their  hands 
being  correct  as  they  returned  it ;  I  did  not  require  their  oath  to  the 
correctness  of  their  returns  of  time.  In  one  or  two  instances,  1  men¬ 
tioned  to  the  foremen  the  propriety  or  necessity  of  requiring  the  oath 
of  the  foremen  to  the  correctness  of  their  returns  of  time  :  they  said 
they  would  be  wilting  to  be  qualified  to  their  returns — they  never  did 
so,  however  ,*  I  brought  on  some  men  to^  Spang’s  aqueduct ;  the  time 
of  these  men  was  kept  by  the  foremen ;  I  swore  to  the  check  roll 
upon  the  job  at  Spang’s  aqueduct;,  I  was  at  the  aqueduct  eight 
or  nine  days  of  this  time.  There  was  another  small  check  roll  at 
Green’s  job,  that  I  swore  to  its  correctness;  the  reason  why  I  swore 
B.  Duffy’s  check  roll,  is,  that  I  was  going  on  to  Huntingdon,  and 
Duffy  could  not  go — and  the  reason  why  I  swore  to  Green’s  check 
roll,  is,  that  I  knew  better  about  it  than  any  one  else.  The  check  roll 
at  Spang’s  aqueduct,  or  B.  Duffy’s  job,  was  made  out  in  my  own 
]}ame,  if  I  recollect  right;  I' think  that  the  name  of  Allen  Rose,  the 
ibreman  carpenter  at  Green’s  job,  was  erased  out  of  the  other  check 
roll,  and  my  name  inserted  in  its  place.  The  only  evidence  of  the 
r’orrectness  of  the  bills  of  articles  that  myself  or  my  clerk  purchased, 
was  either  the  oath  of  the  persons  in  whose  favor  the  bills  were 
drawn,  or  the  word  of  myself  or  clerk  ;  I  do  not  know  of  any  in¬ 
stance  in  which  either  myselfor  clerk  swore  to  the  correctness  of  bills; 
I  think  that  Mr.  Law  kept  an  account  of  the  articles  that  were  purchas¬ 
ed,  and  he  made  out  the  bills  on  the  day  of  settlement  for  the  persons 
who  sold  tons ;  I  directed  Mr.  Law  to  keep  an  account  of  the  weight 
of  the  articles  ;  I  do  not  know  whether  he  kept  a  book  or  not ;  Lhad 
Tree  access  to  the  books  and  papers  of  my  clerk,  or  in  other  words, 
r o  his  accounts  ;  I  did  not  file  ot  keep  any  copies  of  the  check  rolls  of 
the  bosses.  The  copies  of  all  the  check  rolls  (except  one)  that  were 
r'jturned  to  Mr.  Steele,  were  kept ;  1  cannot  tell  where  they  now  are; 

1  gave  them  to  Mr.  M’Connell,  or  some  one  else,, and  Mr.  M’Conneli 
uave  them  back  to  me, and  now  I  cannot  tell  wliat  has  beeomeof  them; 

I  kept  th(!  bills  of  persons  from  whom  we  purchased  beef  or  butter, 
•ind  filed  them  till  the  day  of  settlement:  I  cannot  tell  where  they 
are  now  ;  I  never  kept  time  for  a  man,  either  on  the  public  works  or 
off*  it.  In  one  instance,  when  a  few  men  went  to  harvest  for  Mr. 
lleliman,  I  think  their  time  was  kept  on  the  check  roll ;  Mn  Heli- 
rnan  did  not  pay  the  state  hands:,  he  paid  the  money  to  me  for  that 
;“*.ad  some  other  articles,  (  I  think  it  was  whiskey  I  sold  him.)  This  is 
The  only  time  that  I  have  any  recollection  of  where  the  like  was  done; 

I  CO  not  know  whether  any  of  the  men  from  the  job  went  to  the  in¬ 
spectors’  election  at  Huntingdon  or  not ;  I  was  not  on  the  line  that 
do;y  ;  I  never  heard  of  this  till  the  other  day  ;  I  do  not  know  any 
th  ing  about  boards  belonging  to  the  commonwealth  being  taken  to  fix 
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up  the  house  to  hold  the  general  election  in  Morns  township  ;  1  saw 
no  kind  of  work  being  done  at  the  house  where  the  election  was  held 
on  the  day  of  the  election  ;  I  cannot  tell  whether  I  drew  pay  for  the 
ninth  day  of  0ctober,  1838.  It  is  possible  I  did;  “How  many  of 
your  hands  worked  on  the  ninth  day  of  October?’’  1  think  the 
majority  of  them  worked  a  quarter  of  a  day,  and  whether  they  were 
paid  for  the  whole  day  or  not,  I  can’t  say  ;  I  got  no  directions  from 
Mr.  M’Mutrie  to  take  some  of  my  hands  to  Huntingdon  dam,  to  the 
inspectors’  election ;  I  was  not  on  the  line  that  day  ;  Mr.  xM’Connell 
instructed  me  how  to  keep  the  check  rolls,  to  charge  my  hands  thirty 
cents  per  day  for  their  boarding,  and  mark  them  on  the  check  roll 
at  25  per  day  ;  I  got  $2  30  per  day,  my  boarding  deducted,  (30 
cents  per  day,  the  same  as  other  hands) ;  I  cannot  tell  you  whether 
the  bills  for  boarding  was  charged  and  deducted  from  the  pay  of  the 
former  or  not  ;  I  furnished  a  bill  of  boarding  with  each  check  roll, 
with  the  exception  of  the  two  small  check  rolls  before  spoken  of,  that 
is,  Green’s  and  Duffy’s.  These  I  cannot  recollect  whether  I  furnish¬ 
ed  a  bill  of  boarding  in  the  same  way  as  in  the  other  case — whether 
f  gave  an  item  account,  or  the  gross  sum  in  figures;  the  bills  for 
boarding  were  all  put  inside  of  the  check  rolfs.  The  system  of  past¬ 
ing  the  check  rolls  together,  consisting  of  separate  pieces,  1  think  I 
was  not  instructed  to  adopt  by  any  persoii ;  I  think  it  was  an  idea  of 
my  own,‘  I  never  was  a  foreman  before  on  the  public  works  ;  I  did 
not  know  Kaziah  Beaty  ;  I  did  not  stay  till  the  work:  was  entirely 
finished  ;  I  left  as  soon  as  my  work  was  finished  ;  I  packed  up  the 
tools  and  bed  clothes  and  the  furniture  of  the  shantee,  and  locked  the 
shantee  and  gave  the  key  to  Mr.  Dulfy,  who  was  Mr.  Hewit's  fore¬ 
man — I  had  no  carts,  my  teams  were  all  kept  in  my  own  name,  ex¬ 
cept  after  the  job  I  had  was  finished,  the  team  was  kept  in  the  name 
of  Mr.  States  for  three  or  four  days  ;  I  furnished  all  my  own  feed. 
The  feed  I  sent  for  was  charged  to  myself,  and  I  paid  for  it ;  I  paid 
Mr.  Neff  for  every  bushel  of  feed  I  got  from  him ;  I  do  not  know' 
for  what  proportion  of  the  feed  that  was  got  from  Mr.  Neff  I  paid, 
but  I  paid  for  all  I  got  myself;  I  kept  a  riding  horse,  I  was  allowed  either 
$1  00  or  $1  25  per  day  ;  I  think  it  was  marked  with  the  team  time ; 
1  think  I  had  the  check  rolls  attached  together  before  I  paid  them  off 
I  do  not  know  whether  the  check  rolls  were  in  the  possession  of  Mr. 
Law  after  thc}^  were  made  ont^'T  do  not  think  that  I  ever  swore  to  a 
check  roll  before  it  was  pasted  together,  with  the  exception  of  one — I 
think  the  last  one  ;  I  cannot  tell  whether  provisions  rose  or  fell  after 
the  break.  When  I  paid  bills,  they  were  receipted  as  if  paid  by  Mr. 
Steele ;  the  bills  were  printed  in  that  form  ;  1  was  not  instructed  to 
get  such  receipts.  Hands  and  teams  were  hard  to  get ;  I  had  some 
times  to  change  the  men  from  one  work  to  another,  for  want  of 
teams.  In  addition  to  those  articles  I  said  Mr.  M’Mutrie  furnished,  he 
also  furnished  nails,  spikes,  plank,  boards,  <fec. ;  I  have  seen  Duffy’s 
horses  hauling  lime  and  wood  ;  Mr.  Duffy  kept  a  riding  horse ;  I 
think  for  my  two  horse  teams,  I  got  from  $4  00  to  $4  50,  and  if  I 
bad  a  three  horse  team  I  made  no  deduction,  because;  the  other,  horse 
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was  working  at  some  thing  else  ;  one  team  quit  work  because  it  could 
not  be  kept  at  work  every  day ;  I  am  not  certain  that  I  gave  the 
copies  of  the  check  rolls  to  Mr.  M’Connell ;  I  was  not  at  Huntingdon 
on  the  day  of  the  inspectors’  election ;  I  was  very  often  off  the  works 
at  saw  mills,  and  out  for  articles,  &;c.  For  my  yoke  of  oxen,  I  got 
either  $3  50  or  S4  00  per  day,  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge ;  I  do 
do  not  recollect  of  any  thing  improper,  at  present,  having  been  done 
on  the  work  not  before  stated. 

JAMES  FENLON. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me,  this  29th  day  > 
of  August,  1839,  Geo.  R.  Espy.  5 

John  Conrad,  swom.-^l  was  employed  by  John  H.  Stonebreaker 
on  the  break,  I  think  in  the  month  of  July,  1838.  The  major  part 
of  the  time  I  worked,  I  had  a  three  horse  team,  and  a  part  of  the  time 
I  had  a  two  horse  team  ;  I  hauled  at  the  Water  Street  dam — I  had  no 
other  team ;  I  think  John  H.  Stonebreaker  had  no  teams  on 
the  work ;  his  boy  hauled  some  wheel  barrows  to  the  work;  I  did 
not  know  that  John  H.  Stonebreaker’s  father  had  any  teams  on  the 
work.  Old  John  Stonebreaker  did  not  work  on  the  break  that  I  know 
of ;  I  was  the  last  wagoner  on  the  work  :  I  quit  on  Saturday,  and  I 
understood  the  water  was  let  into  the  canal  on  the  following  Sunday  ; 
I  did  not  board  at  the  public  shantee — I  boarded  part  of  the  time  at 
John  Davis’  and  part  of  the  time  at  Mr.  Mitongus’,  the  miller ;  I  was 
allowed  $5  00  per  day  for  the  three  horses,  and  $4  00  per  day  for  two 
horses ;  I  hired  from  Samuel  Miterm  a  horse  part  of  the  lime;  I  did 
not  work  long  with  three  horses  ;  I  do  not  know  of  any  tools,  goods 
or  provisions  being  sold  off  the  line  to  any  person ;  I  live  about  a 
half  mile  from  John  H.  Stonebreaker’s ;  I  went  home  generally  on 
Saturday  night — some  times  I  took  the  wagon,  some  times  I  did  not, 
but  I  always  took  the  horses  ;  1  hauled  coffee  once  from  the  shantee 
to  John  H.  Stonebreaker’s  house  in  my  wagon  ;  I  took  up  some  fish 
and  beef  for  him  twice.  Where  the  books  was  kept  was  called  the 
office,  and  where  the  men  boarded  was  called  the  shantee ;  I  hauled 
a  small  keg  of  molasses,  I  think.  There  was  a  man  who  met  me 
and  said  it  was  beer,  and  wanted  a  drink;  I  think  I  got  this  keg  in 
the  shantee  or  ware  house  ;  I  never  took  either  bacon  or  hams  from 
the  shantee  for  Stonebreaker :  the  small  lot  of  beef  1  took  home  for 
him,  was  in  an  old  flour  barrel  ;  I  hauled  two  parts  of  bags  of  flour 
fiom  Mitinger’s  mill  for  him.  The  above  is  about  the  amount  of  all 
I  can  recollect,  at  this  time,  relative  to  hauling  home  for  Stonebreaker. 
I  saw  Stonebreaker  get  sugar  and  salt  at  Cunningham’s  ware  house, 
which  I  loaded  up  and  hauled  home  for  him ;  I  do  not  recollect  of 
getting  any  thing  else  at  the  mill,  or  at  Cunningham’s  ware  house  for 
Stonebreaker ;  I  never  saw  any  goods  put  on  the  wagon  of  the  son, 
or  the  old  man,  John  Stonebreaker  ;  I  got  some  oats  and  some  meat 
from  him,  which  John  H.  Stonebreaker  was  to  pay  for  me  ;  I  have 
given  him  credit  for  the  articles  in  our  private  account.  The  name 
of  the  man  I  got  the  meat  from,  is  Shoultz ;  some  of  the  oats  I  got 
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from  Stonebreaker,  and  some  from  Mr.  Cunningham  :  part  of  these 
oats  I  paid  back  to  Stonebreaker  ;  I  only  borrowed  them  from  him  ; 
I  do  not  know  of  any  other  team  than  mine  that  hauled  goods  home 
for  Mr.  Stonebreaker  during  the  break  ;  1  never  knew  of  any  flour, 
by  the  barrel,  being  hauled  from  the  break  up  to  Stonebreaker’s  house  ; 
1  never  helped  Mr.  Stonebreaker  to  make  out  his  check  rolls  or  his 
accounts  ;  Stonebreaker  paid  me  for  the  lime  1  worked  on  the  line  ; 
I  never  helped  Mr.  Stonebreaker  to  load  goods  at  the  shantee,  either 
on  my  own  or  any  other  person’s  wagon,  except  those  before  spoken 
of ;  I  hauled  a  chest,  with  a  little  tea  in  it,  for  Mr.  Stonebreaker  a*, 
one  time ;  I  know  Robert  Lytle,  of  Alexandria  ;  I  do  not  know  whether 
he  worked  on  the  break  or  not ;  I  saw  the  old  man,  Lytle,  on  the 
work  repeatedly ;  I  never  saw  him  do  any  thing ;  I  don’t  recollect 
whether  he  was  engaged  on  the  works  at  all,  or  not ;  I  cannot  tell 
what  quantity  of  coffee  I  hauled  from  the  shanlee  home  for  Stone¬ 
breaker:  it  was  in  a  sack — I  think  the  sack  was  longer  than  a  one 
bushel  bag.  It  appeared  to  be  full ;  I  returned  two  or  three  bushels 
of  oats  to  Stonebreaker  :  I  got  from  him  about  eighteen  bushels ;  I 
am  married  to  the  sister  of  John  H.  Stonebreaker  ;  I  bought  other 
oats  from  Stonebreaker,  which  he  took  from  Cunningham’s  ware 
house  :  he  said  these  oats  belonged  to  him ;  1  do  knovv  that  Stone¬ 
breaker  and  Taylor  had  a  quarrel,  (Taylor  was  boss  of  the  carpen¬ 
ters)  ;  Stonebreaker  told  me,  the  cause  of  the  quarrel  was  partly  in 
consequence  of  Taylor  wishing  to  continue  on,  on  the  work,  and  part¬ 
ly  in  consequence  of  a  proposition  that  Taylor  made  to  him:  I  did 
not  learn  what  the  proposition  was  ;  I  cannot  tell  whether  any  of  the 
public  property  was  kept  at  Cunningham’s  ware  house  or  Mitinger’s 
mill ;  Cunningham’s  ware  house  is  not  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  the 
dam,  and  Mitinger’s  mill  is  about  half  a  mile,  at  Water  Street. 

JOHN  CONRAD, 

Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me,  this  26th  day  of  > 

August,  A.  D.  1839,  Geo.  R.  Espy.  y 

Nathan  H.  Wright,  sworn, — I  was  not  engaged  myself  on  the 
work;  I  had  two  horses  and  two  carts  on  the  work  :  their  time  was 
kept  on  B.  Duffy’s  check  roll.  My  carls  were  drove  by  two  boys  ; 
William  Ferril’s  son  was  the  one,  and  Washington  Center  the  other: 
Valentine  Rough  drove  a  while  for  me,  till  he  got  hurt.  The  one 
cart  commenced  on  the  5th  July,  the  other  two  or  three  days  after  ;  I 
took  them  off  some  time  in  November :  they  were  engaged  all  the 
time  from  the  5th  of  July  till  the  lime  they  were  taken  off;  T  was 
clerking  then  for  Mr.  Spang,  at  his  works  ;  I  attended  to  Mr.  Spang’s 
books  and  in  the  store  ;  I  think  Mr.  Spang  got  the  shantees  for  the 
use  of  the  ground  they  stood  on  :  they  were  given  by  Mr.  M’Connell 
and  Mr.  Duffy;  Duffy  weather-boarded  his  office  towards  the  close 
of  the  work  ;  Major  M’Mutrie  was  at  the  works  ;  William  L.  Spears 
and  he  were  talking :  they  called  me  to  them — they  asked  me  what 
I  thought  of  it,  to  go  the  dam  at  Huntingdon.  They  said  Duffy  and 
Rule  were  going  to  send  some  hands  down  to  be  there  at  the  inspect- 
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ors’  election  ;  I  told  them  I  would  go;  I  made  my  own  arratigements  to 
go ;  I  cannot  say  how  many  men  went ;  I  went  over  to  Huntingdon 
the  first  evening  ;  I  staid  there  two  or  three  days ;  I  went  to  the  dam 
a  couple  of  times ;  I  was  not  at  the  dam  the  day  of  the  election  ;  I 
think  five  or  six  men  went  from  Duffy’s  job  :  I  tfeink  fifteen  or  twenty 
went  from  Rule’s  job  ;  some  went  from  Mr.  Patterson’s  job,  and 
some  from  the  public  works  at  the  forges ;  I  understood  from  Mr. 
Springer,  that  Mr.  Whittaker,  the  Supervisor,  said  that  the  bills  o»f 
all  the  hands  that  went  down  to  Huntingdon  should  be  paid — that  is, 
that  Whittaker  would  pay  their  bills;  Mr.  Springer  was  a  boss  on 
the  line ;  I  think  that  I  heard  Major  M’Mutrie  say,  that  he  could 
easily  fix  it,  (meaning  the  bills  of  the  men,)  by  charging  the  com¬ 
monwealth  with  a  barrel  of  shad,  or  something  ;  I  cannot  recollect 
who  were  present  when  Mr.  M’Mutrie  said  this,  but  it  was  in  Mr. 
M’Coiinell’s  entry,  next  the  bar  room ;  I  heard  Mr.  Campbell,  late 
Prothonotary,  say  that  there  was  collection  made  to  pay  these  bills, 
and  that  he  gave  five  dollars  himself  towards  it ;  Mr.  Campbell  told 
me  this  within  the  last  five  or  six  days,  and  subse<]uent  to  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  this  investigation,  held  by  the  Auditor  General ;  I  was 
within  hearing  of  Major  M’Mutrie  when  he  made  use  of  the  above 
expressions  relative  to  the  paying  of  the  men’s  bills  :  it  was  in  a 
crowd  ;  1  understood  that  Mr.  Duffy  and  Mr.  Fenlon  were  in  partner¬ 
ship  on  the  work,  but  I  was  not  informed  of  this  from  either  Duffy  or 
Fenlon,  but  merely  from  common  rumor;  I  knew  John  Britt:  I  heard 
B.  Duffy  call  him  an  honest  fellow;  I  have  always  understood  he 
was  an  honorable  fellow  ;  I  never  knew  of  any  of  the  officers  on  the 
canal  to  sell  any  of  the  property  of  the  commonwealth  at  the  works. 
I  do  not  recollect  of  any  of  the  people  about  Mr.  Spang’s  to  have 
been  supplied  with  provisions  from  the  shantees ;  Mr.  Spang’s  teams 
never  hauled  any  for  the  line  :  he  sold  them  a  great  many  goods  ;  Mr. 
Spang  allowed  me  to  let  Mr.  Duffy,  Mr.  Rule  and  Mr.  Green  have 
goods  at  twenty-five  per  cent,  less  than  we  were  in  the  habit  of  charg¬ 
ing  the  hands,  for  dealing  with  us.  ^ 

'  NATHAN  H.  WRIGHT. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me,  this  26th  day  of  > 

August,  A.  D.  1839,  Geo.  R.  Espy.  ^ 

Henp.y  Cook,  sworn. — I  was  employed  by  Mr.  M’Connell,  in  1838, 
on  the  breach  ;  I  was  on  the  work  from  the  25th  of  June,  till  the  5th 
of  November  ;  I  was  engaged  principally  in  attending  to  the  loading 
of  wagons  at  Hollidaysburg  and  Huntingdon  ;  I  had  no  team  of  my 
own  ;  I  first  attended  to  the  loading  of  wagons  ;  I  spent  most  of  my 
time  in  Huntingdon  ;  I  was  part  of  my  time  at  Green’s  job,  and  part 
of  it  at  Duffy’s  job ;  I  helped  both  Green  and  Duffy  to  copy  their 
check  rolls  ;  I  also  - helped  Mr.  Rhule  to  copy  his  once  or  twice  ;  I 
think  the  copies  that  I  helped  to  make  out,  were  intended  for  Mr.  Steele; 
I  was  not  engaged  in  the  purchasing  of  provisions  or  materials  at  any 
time  ;  I  don’t  recollect  that  I  ever  made  out  any  bills  ;  I  knew  John 
Britt  on  the  work:  he  was  a  foreman  over  the  hands  who  were  en- 
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gaged  in  excavating ;  I  do  not  know  whether  Britt  had  a  team  on  iho 
work  or  net ;  1  do  not  know  whether  B.  Duffy  had  any  teams  on  the 
work  or  not;  I  recollect  he,  Duffy,  had  a  horse  and  cart;  I  cannot 
say  exactly  the  month  Duffy  brought  the  horse  and  cart  on  the  work  ; 
I  think  it  was  July  or  August ;  I  do  not  remember  of  Duffy  having 
any  other  carts  or  teams;  I  do  not  know  whether  Mr.  Rule  had 
either  carts  or  teams  on  the  work  ;  I  got  two  dollars  per  day  ;  1  think 
my  time  for  the  month  of  June  and  July  was  kept  on  B.  Dufly’s  check 
roll,  and  the  balance  of  my  time  I  made  out  in  a  bill,  and  was  sworn 
to  it  before  a  justice  of  the  peace;  I  was  not  on  Duffy’s  job  all  ibe 
time  of  the  months  of  June  and  July  ;  I  was  hired  in  Johnstown  ;  1 
went  from  there  to  Freeport  after  hands  ;  I  was  part  of  the  time  of 
the  months  of  June  and  July  at  Hollidaysburg  and  at  the  work  ;  B. 
Duffy  was  not  with  me  at  Freeport  and  Johnstown  ;  I  kept  a  memc- 
randum  of  my  lime,  and  gave  it  to  Mr.  DuiTy,  and  Mr.  M’Connell 
ordered  him  to  put  it  on  the  check  roll,  (this  was  for  the  months  of 
June  and  July) ;  Mr.  M’Connell  had  one  two  Itorse  team,  and  tv,o 
yoke  of  oxen  on  the  work ;  Mr.  Green  kept  the  time  of  the  oxen, 
and  Mr.  Duffy  kept  the  time  of  the  horses.  The  horses  worked  on 
Duffy’s  job,  and  the  oxen  on  Green’s ;  1  do  not  recollect  the  reason 
why  B.  Duffy  made  out  part  of  the  check  roll,  and  I  part  of  the  same 
check  roll ;  S.  Duffy  never  gave  me  any  reason  for  cutting  the  check 
rolls  and  pasting  them  together;  Mr.  Duffy’s  check  roll  for  June, 
1838,  I  made  out  within  three  lines  of  tlie  bottom  of  the  first  piece 
of  that  check  roll ;  I  took  the  names  off  B.  Duffy’s  time  book.  The 
last  three  names  on  the  same  check  roll,  (or  on  the  first  piece  of  it,) 
are  in  the  hand  writing  of  B.  Duffy,  and  all  the  rest  of  the  writing 
on  the  balance  of  that  check  roll,  with  the  exception  of  my  own 
name,  is  in  Duffy’s  hand  writing,  I  think  ;  I  think  there  was  a  man 
of  the  name  of  Patrick  M’Cormack  on  Duffy’s  job.  Check  roll  for 
the  month  of  September,  1838,  is  all  in  the  hand  writing  of  B.  Duffy. 
M’Gonnell’s  teams  were  kept  in  my  name ;  1  can  give  no  other  reas¬ 
on  for  this,  than  that  Mr.  M’Connell  ordered  the  teams  to  be  kept  in 
my  name.  Mr.  M’Connell  told  me  the  teams  were  kept  in  my  name  : 
1  did  not  ask  him  his  reason  for  so  doing ;  I  signed  mv  name  on  the 
September  check  roll,  for  the  receipt  of  $112  50;  1  never  received 
any  part  of  that  money  ;  J  do  not  recollect  of  any  person  by  the 
name  of  Thomas  Nowlan  on  the  work ;  I  remember  Stephen  M’- 
Bride — he  attended  to  getting  provisions  and  things.  He  was  some¬ 
times  about  the  stable,  sometimes  about  the  sliantee,  and  sometimes 
on  the  work;  I  recollect  Michael  M’Guire  had  a  five  horse  team,  and 
sometimes  a  four  horse  team  on  the  work  ;  M’Guire  had  but  the  one 
team,  sometimes  he  had  five  horses  in  it,  and  sometimes  four.  Mi¬ 
chael  Durbin  had  a  cart;  James  Downey  had  a  cart;  Nathan  H. 
Wright  had  two  carts  ;  John  Withers  had  a  cart,  I  recollec^  These 
are  all  the  teams  I  can  now  recollect  of;  Mr.  M’Connell  directed  me 
to  keep  my  own  time,  and  swear  to  it  myself,  after  July.  He  gave 
me  no  reason  for  doing  so,  that  I  recollect  of.  He  said  something 
about  it,  I  do  not  recollect  what  it  was  ;  I  did  not  know  Kaziah  Beaty  ; 
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1  think  the  oxen  were  on  Mr.  Duffy’s  job,  in  December.  I  know 
Charles  Springer:  he  was  engaged  as  a  boss  mason  on  the  work,  at 
Spang’s  aqueduct  I  do  not  know  that  John  Britt  had  a  team.  The 
time  1  was  on  the  work  I  boarded  at  the  public  shantee.  When  Mr. 
M’Connell  hired  me,,  he'hired  me  to  see  that  the  wagons  were  loaded 
at  Huntingdon  and  Hollidaysburg,  when  I  was  there.  He  did  not  hire 
me  as  a  hand  to  work  :  there  was  no  deduction  made  fi^r  the  time  I 
boarded  at  the  shantees,  from  my  wages  ;  I  think  the  common  labor¬ 
ers  were  paid  $1  25  per  day ;  I  was  present  when  some  of  them 
were  paid — the  boarding  was  deducted  from  their  bills.  They  then 
got  $1  25,  less  30  cts.  per  day,  (or  90  cts.  per  day) ;  I  understood 
that  the  boarding  was  to  be  deducted  from  the  pay  of  the  hands,  by 
order  o-f  the  Canal  Commissioners ;  1  saw  Samuel  Steele  at  different 
times  ,*  I  never  saw  Samuel  Steele  help  to  load  boards  at  Hunting¬ 
don,  or  superintend  the  loading  of  them ;  I  saw  Samuel  Steele  at 
Duffy’s  job  and  Green’s  job,  with  James  Steele  ;  James  Steele  struck 
the  balance  from  the  list  of  boarding  made  out,  and  Samuel  Steele 
paid  off  the  hands  ;  Samuel  Steele  came  once  up  to  Mr.  Rule’s  job, 
and  left  money  to  pay  off  the  hands,  and  I  think  he  came  to  Duffy’s 
job  at  the  same  time ;  I  think  I  made  out  bills  for  hauling  timber,, 
but  for  nothing  else  that  I  recollect  of ;  I  kept  a  memorandum  of  the 
loads  that  were  hauled  by  the  teams  that  I  hired  myself:  they  were 
paid  by  the  load  for  hauling.  The  bills  were  made  out  by  the  load, 
Ithink  :  they  were  allowed  two  days  for  one  load,  except  those  that 
went  to  Williamsburg — they  took  longer  ;  I  do  not  recollect  the  names 
of  the  teams  I  hired. 

In  the  month  of  July,  I  saw  John  Britt,  Hugh  Maloy  and  Charles 
Springer  on  the  work,  at  Duffy’s  job,  I  was  not  on  the  work  in  the 
month  of  June  1838  ;  The  check  roll  from  which  the  above  names 
are  read  is  marked  letter  A.,  B.  Duffy,  No.  13,  $391  66,  June  roll. 
The  check  rolls  I  signed  my  name  to,  when  I  received  no  money  were 
presented  to  me  by  Mr.  Green  and  Mr.  Duffy,  B.  No.  14,  Nathaniel 
Green’s  October  roll,  $2,589  55| ;  my  name  on  this  check  roll  for 
the  receipt  of  $196  00, 1  think  is  not  in  my  hand  writing:  I  knew 
Cornelius  Cooke  who  worked  for  Mr,  Green,  I  think  he  worked  at  his 
trade,  he  is  a  carpenter,  I  saw  him  about  the  Lock ;  I  did  not  know 
Mr.  Cook,  on  the  work,  C.  No.  14,  N.  W.  Green’s  roll,  $4,255  34| 
93|  off  $4,254  40|  ;  This  check  roll  is  signed  by  myself  for  the 
receipt  of  $194  00,  I  received  no  part  of  this  money,  I  cannot  tell  who 
presented  this  check  roll  to  me,  when  I  signed  it ;  I  did  not  sign  any 
check  rolls  for  the  same  team  twice,  for  the  same  month,  C.  No.  16, 
N.  W.  Green’s  September  roll,  on  this  check  roll  I  signed  my  name 
for  the  receipt  of  $200  00, 1  got  no  part  of  this  money  either  ;  Letter 
A.  No.  24,  N.  W.  Green’s  $1,855  33j  for  July,  [check  roll  for]  on 
this  check  roll  I  signed  my  name  for  the  receipt  of  $40  00,  I  did  not 
receive  this  sum  eitlier;  B.  Duffy,  Letter  A.  No.  13,  $391  06,  June 
roll,  I  signed  my  name  to  this  roll  for  the  receipt  of  $12  00,  I  did  not 
receive  this  money  ;  Letter  A.  No.  15,  B.  Duffy,  $4,510  80,  August 
roll,  this  roll  is  signed  in  my  name  for  the  receipt  of  $121  50,  but 


137 


not  in  my  hand  writing.,  I  think,  my  name  is  signed  to  it  in  B.  Duffy’s 
hand  writing:  Letter  B.  No.  17,  B.  Duffy’s  October  roll,  $3,511 
23,  my  name  is  signed  to  this  roll  for  the  receipt  of  $121  50,  but  not 
in  my  hand  writing,  it  is  in  the  hand  writing  of  B.  Duffy,  I  think  ; 
Letter  D.  No.  12,  B.  Duffy,  November  roll  $4,124  24f,  my  name 
is  signed .  to  this  roll  for  the  receipt  of  $117  00  in  my  own  hand 
writing,  I  did  not  receive  any  part  of  this  sum  either;  B.  Duffy,  roll 
September  1838,  Letter  C.  No.  21,  my  name  is  signed  to  this  roll, 
for  receipt  of  $1 12  50  but  not  not  in  my  hand  writing,  I  think  it  is 
in  B.  Duffy’s  handwriting;  Letter  A.  No.  14,  B.  Duffy,  $3,674  70 
July  roll,  my  name  is  signed  to  this  roll  for  the  receipt  of  $104  00,  1 
did  not  receive  this  money. 

HENRY  COOK. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me  this  28th  day  of  > 

August,  A.  D.  1839,  Geo.  R.  Espy.  5 

« 

William  Hoffman,  affirmed. — I  was  employed  by  Mr.  M’Conuell 
on  the  first  of  July  1838,  to  work  on  the  break ;  Mr.  M’Connell  hired 
me  at  Blairsville  as  foreman  carpenter  at  $2  50,  I  was  engaged  from 
the  first  of  July  till  towards  the  last  of  November,  when  all  the  wood 
work  was  finished ;  Mr.  Chapman  (foreman)  kept  all  the  time,  there 
was  no  other  person  who  kept  the  time  that  I  know  of;  Mr.  Chapman 
was  there  all  the  time,  except  when  he  went  home,  and  was  absent 
four  or  five  days,  I  do  not  know  how  Mr.  Chapman  knew  who  work¬ 
ed  when  he  was  absent;  Mr.  M’Cumon  was  Chapman’s  clerk,  he 
lives  near  Williamsburg,  whether  Mr.  M’Cumon  kept  the  time  or  not 
I  cannot  tell :  One  of  the  stone  quarries  was  about  half  a  mile  from 
the  job  and  could  not  be  seen  from  where  Mr.  Chapman  was,  in  other 
words  the  hands  were  so  far  divided,  that  one  squad  could  not  be  seen 
from  where  the  other  was  at  work  ;  I  cannot  tell  whether  Mr.  Chap¬ 
man  was  absent  longer  than  the  time  above  stated  ;  I  had  hands  at 
work  at  one  time  about  two  weeks,  about  two  miles  down  the  line  : 
The  time  of  my  hands  was  kept  by  Mr.  Duffey,  while  I  was  down  . 
the  line,  Mr.  Duffey  gave  it  to  me  and  told  me  to  get  it  entered  on 
Chapman’s  roll — Mr.  Chapman  entered  it  on  his  roll :  Mr.  Chapman 
paid  me,  and  my  hands  :  Mr.  Chapman  had  one  four  horse  team  and 
a  cart,  that  I  think  belonged  to  him  ;  a  young  man  by  the  name  of 
Hill  drove  Mr.  Chapman’s  team,  Mr.  Chapman’s  team  was  on  the 
work  all  the  time ;  I  was  in  the  office  frequently  when  they  were 
making  out  the  check  rolls ;  Andrew  Smith  had  a  four  horse  team  on 
the  work ;  there  was  also  a  two  horse  team  owned  and  drove  by  a 
man  of  the  name  of  Fulton. 

WM.  HOFFMAN. 

Affirmed  and  subscribed  before  me  this  28th  day  of) 

August,  A.  D.  1839,  Geo.  R.  Espy.  $ 


♦ 


